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Georgia	emissions	test	rules

In	Georgia	all	vehicles	must	go	through	safety	inspection	once	a	year.	In	some	parts	of	the	state	this	safety	inspection	includes	emissions	inspection,	or	otherwise	known	as	“smog”	inspection.	The	following	article	will	give	you	the	basics	of	smog	laws	in	Georgia.	Below	you	can	find	out	how	smog	checks	are	performed	in	the	state	of	Georgia,	and	which
vehicles	are	exempt	from	smog	laws.	Georgia	requires	emissions	or	smog	testing	for	gasoline-powered	vehicles	older	than	3	years	and	no	older	than	1993,	or	light	duty	trucks	lighter	than	8,500	pounds.	Emissions	testing	is	only	done	in	the	following	counties:	Cherokee,	Clayton,	Cobb,	Coweta,	DeKalb,	Fayette,	Forsyth,	Fulton,	Gwinnett,	Henry,
Paulding,	and	Rockdale.	When	are	vehicle	emissions	inspected?	All	vehicles	registered	in	GA	must	be	tested	annually	prior	to	registration	date,	which	is	the	vehicle	owner’s	birthday.	It	is	recommended	to	test	your	vehicle	4-6	weeks	prior	to	registration	date	to	give	you	ample	time	to	perform	necessary	repairs	if	required.	All	emission	tests	are	valid	for
1	year	or	one	registration	renewal.	If	your	vehicle	qualifies,	you	will	need	to	perform	emissions	testing	every	year	before	you	can	renew	your	registration.	Which	vehicles	require	emissions	testing?	In	Georgia,	your	vehicle	requires	emissions	testing	if:	It	is	older	than	3	years,	but	manufactured	in	or	after	1993	If	it	runs	on	gasoline	If	it	weighs	less	than
8,500	lbs	If	you’re	moving	residence	to	Georgia	into	a	county	which	requires	car	emissions	tests,	you	will	need	to	have	your	vehicle	inspected	and	registered	within	30	days.	Inspections	completed	in	other	states	will	not	be	valid	in	Georgia.	Which	vehicles	are	exempt	from	smog	testing?	Diesel-powered	vehicles,	motor	homes	and	recreational	vehicles
(RVs)	are	exempt	from	smog	checks.	Motorcycles	are	also	not	undergoing	emissions	testing.	Also	exempt	are	antique	or	collector	vehicles	(older	than	1993),	and	vehicles	with	a	gross	vehicle	weight	rating	(GVWR)	of	more	than	8,500	pounds.	Furthermore,	exempt	vehicles	include	alternative	fuel	vehicles	(for	example,	vehicles	running	on	electricity,
hydrogen,	propane	or	natural	gas).	This	does	not	include	hybrids	like	Toyota	Prius,	Ford	Escape,	etc.	Bi-fueled	vehicles	operating	on	gasoline	must	always	be	tested	for	emissions.	Which	counties	or	areas	require	smog	test?	Testing	for	vehicle	emissions	is	not	required	in	entirety	of	State	of	Georgia.	Only	the	following	13	counties	require	smog	tests	for
eligible	vehicles:	Cherokee	Clayton	Cobb	Coweta	DeKalb	Douglas	Fayette	Forsyth	Fulton	Gwinnett	Henry	Paulding	Rockdale	Vehicle	sellers	located	in	any	of	these	counties	must	ensure	a	vehicle	has	a	valid	Georgia	Vehicle	Emission	Inspection	Report	(VIR)	at	the	time	of	sale,	however	sellers	are	not	required	to	provide	a	hard-copy	of	the	VIR	to
buyers.	You	can	view	VIR	records	online	here.	In	case	you	purchased	a	vehicle	without	a	valid	Vehicle	Emissions	Inspection	Report	you	can	file	a	complaint	against	the	seller	via	this	Used	Vehicle	Sale	Complaint	Form	(.pdf	file).	How	emissions	testing	works?	To	complete	your	vehicle	safety	inspection	visit	your	nearest	licensed	inspection	station	with
your	ID,	vehicle	registration	and	proof	of	insurance,	and	payment	fee	(up	to	$25).	Vehicles	1996	and	newer	can	be	tested	at	any	licensed	inspection	station.	Some	stations	may	not	be	able	to	test	vehicles	manufactured	prior	to	1996.	Emissions	testing	in	Georgia	is	done	through	OBD	(On-Board	Diagnostics)	test.	OBD	test	includes	reading	your	vehicle’s
built-in	computer	system	for	emissions	control	performance	history.	Further	inspections	include	a	fuel	cap	inspection	to	verify	an	adequate	seal	exists,	and	a	visual	inspection	of	the	catalytic	converter	to	check	for	tampering	or	removal.	Assuming	your	vehicle	passes	both	safety	and	smog	inspections,	you	will	receive	documentation	required	for	your
vehicle	registration	or	registration	renewal.	You	will	also	receive	a	windshield	sticker	serving	as	proof.	What	happens	is	emissions	testing	fails?	Failing	emissions	testing	means	your	vehicle	will	have	to	be	repaired	and	re-tested	before	you	can	pass	the	safety	inspection.	If	your	vehicle	does	not	meet	emissions	or	smog	standards	set	by	Georgia	laws,
you	can	apply	for	a	waiver	after	having	your	vehicle	repaired.	Motorists	must	spend	at	least	$879	for	emissions-related	repairs	to	qualify	for	a	repair	waiver.	If	your	vehicle	still	doesn’t	pass	emissions	inspection	after	these	repairs	you	can	request	a	repair	waiver.	Ensure	you	find	a	emissions	repair	facility	with	a	valid	business	license	to	complete	any
emissions	repairs.	When	repairing	in	non-recognized	repair	stations	labor	costs	will	not	be	contributed	to	waiver	requirements,	only	vehicle	parts.	Emission	inspection	waivers	Repair	waivers	are	issued	to	owners	of	vehicles	that	fail	testing	after	having	spent	a	minimum	of	$879	for	emission-related	repairs.	Georgia	residents	over	65	years	of	age,
driving	less	than	5,000	miles	per	year,	and	driving	a	2007	or	older	model	vehicle	can	apply	for	a	Senior	Exemption.	Out-of-Area	Extensions	can	be	issued	to	residents	who	are	temporarily	located	outside	the	13	Georgia	counties	which	have	smog	tests.	These	extensions	are	valid	for	a	maximum	of	1	year	and	can	be	given	to	military	personnel,	or
residents	with	school	or	business	obligations.	For	more	on	waivers,	exceptions	and	extensions	see	Georgia’s	Clean	Air	Force	website’s	Waivers,	Extensions	&	Exemptions.	How	much	are	emissions	testing	fees?	Emissions	testing	fee	is	added	to	safety	inspection	fee.	This	fee	is	typically	no	higher	than	$25,	but	the	exact	amount	depends	on	your	county.
When	you	pass	safety	and	emissions	inspection,	don’t	forget	to	keep	your	receipt.	This	will	serve	as	proof	of	your	completed	inspection	and	you	may	require	it	at	a	later	date.	Please	note	we	only	provide	this	information	about	vehicle	emissions	for	informational	purposes.	You	should	always	double-check	current	official	Georgia	laws	and	regulations	to
ensure	this	information	is	correct.	Sources	&	references:	This	article	about	Georgia	Emissions	Inspection	&	Smog	Laws	was	last	updated	on	July	6,	2023	at	11:02	pm.	If	any	of	our	information	is	incomplete	or	outdated	please	let	us	know.	Thank	you!	As	we	move	into	2025,	the	landscape	of	emissions	testing	in	Georgia	is	evolving.	Whether	you’re	a	car
owner	in	Georgia	or	just	planning	to	move	to	the	state,	it’s	essential	to	stay	up	to	date	with	these	important	changes.	In	this	article,	we	will	walk	you	through	the	most	significant	updates	to	Georgia’s	emission	testing	requirements	and	provide	you	with	all	the	details	you	need	to	ensure	your	vehicle	complies	with	the	latest	regulations.	What’s	New	in
Georgia	Emissions	Testing	for	2025?	Georgia	has	been	proactive	in	updating	its	emission	testing	policies	to	meet	both	environmental	and	regulatory	standards.	Here’s	what’s	new	for	2025:	1.	Expansion	of	the	Emissions	Testing	Zone	In	2025,	Georgia	has	expanded	its	emission	testing	zone	to	include	more	counties.	Previously,	metro	Atlanta	was	the
primary	area	where	testing	was	required,	but	the	new	regulations	now	extend	to	additional	rural	areas	in	North	Georgia	and	parts	of	Central	Georgia.	These	expanded	areas	will	now	require	residents	to	have	their	vehicles	tested	to	ensure	they	meet	air	quality	standards.	This	expansion	is	part	of	Georgia’s	efforts	to	improve	air	quality	and	reduce	the
state’s	carbon	footprint.	Now,	even	if	you	live	outside	metro	Atlanta,	you	may	need	to	schedule	an	emissions	test	to	avoid	potential	fines	and	registration	delays.	2.	Introduction	of	Enhanced	Testing	for	Older	Vehicles	For	older	vehicles	(typically	those	over	10	years	old),	Georgia	has	introduced	a	more	thorough	testing	process	in	2025.	While	vehicles
under	10	years	old	are	generally	subject	to	a	standard	emissions	test,	older	vehicles	are	now	required	to	undergo	additional	checks.	These	include	more	detailed	diagnostics	of	the	vehicle’s	exhaust	system	and	engine	control	unit	(ECU).	The	new	testing	requirements	ensure	that	older	vehicles	are	not	releasing	harmful	pollutants	into	the	atmosphere.
This	is	particularly	important	for	cars	with	high-mileage	engines,	which	may	have	worn-out	components	that	affect	emissions	levels.	The	goal	is	to	catch	vehicles	that	have	failed	to	maintain	their	emissions	systems	properly	and	get	them	repaired	before	they	can	be	registered.	3.	More	Stringent	Penalties	for	Non-Compliance	The	penalties	for	failing	to
comply	with	emissions	testing	regulations	are	becoming	stricter	in	2025.	For	example,	if	your	vehicle	fails	an	emissions	test,	you	may	be	required	to	pay	a	higher	fee	for	a	retest	and	could	face	fines	if	the	vehicle	is	not	repaired	within	a	specified	time	frame.	In	some	cases,	owners	of	vehicles	that	fail	to	meet	emissions	standards	may	even	be	denied
registration	renewal	until	they	have	passed	the	test.	This	means	that,	in	2025,	not	only	is	it	crucial	to	pass	your	emissions	test,	but	you	also	need	to	ensure	that	your	vehicle	is	always	in	top	shape	to	avoid	legal	complications.	4.	New	Online	Services	for	Scheduling	and	Payment	In	response	to	the	demand	for	more	convenience,	the	state	of	Georgia	has
introduced	online	services	that	make	it	easier	to	schedule	and	pay	for	your	emission	tests.	Starting	in	2025,	residents	can	schedule	their	emissions	test	appointments	online,	and	many	testing	centers	now	accept	digital	payments,	making	the	process	faster	and	more	efficient.	You	can	also	access	your	results	online	once	the	test	is	completed,
eliminating	the	need	for	paper	documentation.	This	move	is	part	of	Georgia’s	ongoing	efforts	to	streamline	government	services	and	make	it	easier	for	residents	to	comply	with	the	rules.	5.	Introduction	of	Mobile	Emissions	Testing	Units	For	convenience,	especially	for	residents	in	rural	areas,	Georgia	has	rolled	out	mobile	emissions	testing	units.
These	mobile	units	are	equipped	to	perform	emissions	tests	at	various	locations	across	the	state.	This	makes	it	easier	for	individuals	who	may	not	have	access	to	a	nearby	testing	center	to	still	meet	the	requirements.	Mobile	testing	units	are	especially	useful	for	large	fleets	of	vehicles,	like	those	owned	by	businesses,	or	for	people	with	mobility	issues.
These	units	are	expected	to	significantly	reduce	wait	times	and	improve	access	to	emissions	testing	services.	How	to	Prepare	for	Your	2025	Georgia	Emissions	Test	Now	that	you	know	what’s	new	in	Georgia	emission	testing	for	2025,	it’s	important	to	ensure	that	you	are	well-prepared	for	your	next	test.	Here’s	how	to	do	it:	1.	Check	Your	Vehicle’s	Age
and	Registration	Requirements	The	first	step	is	to	verify	whether	your	vehicle	is	in	an	area	that	requires	testing	and	whether	your	vehicle	is	subject	to	the	standard	or	enhanced	test.	If	you	own	an	older	vehicle,	you	may	need	to	take	extra	steps	to	ensure	it	passes	the	more	stringent	emissions	standards	for	2025.	Check	the	Georgia	EPD	website	for	a
list	of	counties	and	zip	codes	where	emissions	testing	is	required.	2.	Ensure	Your	Vehicle	is	in	Good	Working	Condition	Before	your	emissions	test,	take	a	few	precautions	to	ensure	your	vehicle	will	pass	with	flying	colors.	Common	issues	that	can	affect	test	results	include	worn-out	spark	plugs,	dirty	air	filters,	low	tire	pressure,	or	a	malfunctioning
exhaust	system.	A	visit	to	your	mechanic	for	a	pre-test	inspection	can	help	you	catch	potential	problems	early.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	drive	your	car	for	at	least	20	minutes	before	the	test.	This	warms	up	the	engine,	which	helps	ensure	that	the	test	results	are	accurate.	3.	Gather	Necessary	Documents	Before	heading	to	your	emissions	test,	make	sure
you	have	all	the	required	documents,	including:	Proof	of	Insurance	Vehicle	Registration	Proof	of	Identity	Having	these	ready	can	help	expedite	the	process	at	the	testing	center	and	ensure	you	are	not	delayed.	4.	Be	Prepared	for	the	Cost	In	2025,	the	cost	of	an	emissions	test	in	Georgia	ranges	between	$20	to	$30	depending	on	the	location	and	type	of
test	required.	For	vehicles	that	fail	the	emissions	test	and	need	a	retest,	there	may	be	additional	fees.	While	the	cost	is	generally	low,	it’s	important	to	budget	for	it	to	avoid	any	surprises.	What	Happens	If	Your	Vehicle	Fails	the	Emissions	Test?	If	your	vehicle	fails	the	emissions	test,	you	will	receive	a	report	outlining	the	specific	issues.	In	most	cases,
the	problems	can	be	resolved	with	some	basic	repairs.	For	example,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	oxygen	sensor,	catalytic	converter,	or	spark	plugs	to	bring	your	vehicle	into	compliance	with	state	standards.	After	completing	the	necessary	repairs,	you’ll	need	to	have	your	vehicle	retested.	If	you	pass,	you	will	receive	an	updated	certification	that
allows	you	to	renew	your	vehicle	registration.	Be	sure	to	keep	all	receipts	and	documents	related	to	repairs,	as	you	may	need	them	when	submitting	for	retesting.	Conclusion:	Stay	Compliant	and	Up-to-Date	in	2025	As	emissions	testing	in	Georgia	undergoes	changes	in	2025,	it’s	more	important	than	ever	to	stay	informed	and	prepared.	By
understanding	the	new	requirements	and	knowing	how	to	prepare	for	your	test,	you	can	ensure	that	your	vehicle	stays	compliant	and	your	registration	remains	valid.	Whether	you	live	in	metro	Atlanta	or	the	newly	added	counties,	understanding	what’s	required	for	Georgia	emissions	testing	2025	will	save	you	time,	money,	and	hassle.	Stay	proactive,
and	make	sure	your	vehicle	is	in	top	condition	before	your	next	test.	Customer	Testimonials:	Noel	Rodriguez	฀	฀	฀	฀	฀		“Highly	recommended,	just	$13.99	only,	he	is	professional.	Thank	you,	I	will	be	back.”	Georgia’s	emissions	laws	play	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	air	quality	and	environmental	health,	forming	an	essential	part	of	the	state’s	regulatory
framework.	These	laws	require	regular	vehicle	inspections	to	ensure	compliance	with	emission	standards,	which	is	vital	for	reducing	pollution	and	protecting	public	well-being.	Understanding	Georgia’s	approach	involves	examining	the	testing	criteria,	penalties	for	non-compliance,	exemptions,	and	legal	avenues	for	defense	or	appeal.	Criteria	for
Emissions	Testing	in	Georgia	Georgia’s	emissions	testing	requirements	are	managed	by	the	Georgia	Clean	Air	Force	(GCAF),	which	oversees	the	Vehicle	Emissions	Inspection	and	Maintenance	(I/M)	Program.	Vehicles	registered	in	13	metro	Atlanta	counties,	including	Fulton,	DeKalb,	Gwinnett,	and	Cobb,	must	undergo	annual	testing.	This	applies	to
gasoline-powered	cars	and	light-duty	trucks	between	three	and	25	years	old.	The	process	involves	an	On-Board	Diagnostics	(OBD)	test	for	vehicles	manufactured	in	1996	or	later,	and	potentially	a	tailpipe	test	for	older	models.	The	cost	is	capped	at	$25	to	ensure	affordability.	Penalties	for	Non-Compliance	Failure	to	comply	with	emissions	testing
requirements	can	result	in	significant	consequences.	Vehicles	that	fail	the	test	or	skip	inspection	cannot	be	registered,	preventing	license	plate	renewal	and	legal	operation	on	public	roads.	Operating	such	a	vehicle	may	lead	to	fines	up	to	$100,	excluding	court	costs	or	administrative	fees.	These	penalties	stress	the	importance	of	adhering	to	the
testing	schedule.	Exemptions	and	Special	Cases	Georgia’s	emissions	laws	include	specific	exemptions.	Vehicles	three	years	old	or	newer	are	exempt	due	to	their	advanced	emissions	control	systems.	Alternative	fuel	vehicles,	including	those	powered	by	electricity,	natural	gas,	or	propane,	are	also	exempt,	aligning	with	the	state’s	environmental	goals.
Additionally,	vehicles	25	years	or	older	are	exempt,	recognizing	their	limited	road	use	and	cultural	significance	as	classic	cars.	A	Repair	Waiver	may	be	granted	if	a	vehicle	fails	the	test	and	the	owner	has	spent	at	least	$918	on	emissions-related	repairs,	provided	proper	documentation	is	submitted	to	the	GCAF.	Legal	Defenses	and	Appeals	Vehicle
owners	have	options	to	address	issues	with	emissions	testing.	Errors,	such	as	faulty	equipment	during	the	test,	can	be	challenged	by	requesting	a	re-test.	If	a	waiver	or	exemption	is	denied,	owners	can	file	an	appeal	with	the	Georgia	Department	of	Revenue	by	submitting	a	formal	request	and	supporting	documentation.	This	ensures	fair	evaluation	of
disputes.	Impact	of	Emissions	Laws	on	Public	Health	and	Environment	Georgia’s	emissions	laws	significantly	improve	public	health	and	environmental	conditions	by	reducing	harmful	pollutants	like	nitrogen	oxides,	carbon	monoxide,	and	volatile	organic	compounds.	These	pollutants	contribute	to	respiratory	and	cardiovascular	issues	and
environmental	problems	such	as	smog	and	acid	rain.	Stricter	emissions	standards	directly	enhance	air	quality,	benefiting	vulnerable	groups	such	as	children,	the	elderly,	and	those	with	pre-existing	health	conditions.	The	state’s	commitment	to	these	laws	reflects	its	dedication	to	protecting	public	health	and	preserving	natural	resources	for	future
generations.	Technological	Advancements	and	Future	Directions	As	automotive	technology	advances,	Georgia’s	emissions	regulations	may	evolve	to	include	more	sophisticated	testing	methods	and	new	vehicle	technologies,	such	as	hybrid	and	fully	electric	vehicles.	Future	legislative	updates	could	incentivize	cleaner	technologies	and	streamline	the
testing	process.	The	state	may	also	partner	with	technology	companies	to	develop	innovative	solutions	for	monitoring	and	reducing	emissions,	demonstrating	its	proactive	approach	to	environmental	challenges	and	commitment	to	continuous	improvement.	All	driving	directions	are	powered	by	Google	Maps,	therefore	Georgia's	Clean	Air	Force	cannot
confirm	the	accuracy	of	all	driving	directions.	All	gasoline	cars	and	light-duty	trucks	(weighing	8,500	lbs	or	less)	made	between	the	1994	–	2014	model	years	must	get	a	vehicle	emissions	test.	The	State	of	Georgia	created	its	Inspection	and	Maintenance	(I/M)	program	in	1996	after	the	implementation	of	the	Federal	Clean	–	Air	Act	and	the	designation
of	the	13	counties	in	and	around	the	Atlanta	metropolitan	area	by	the	Federal	government	as	“non-attainment	areas”	for	meeting	the	Clean-Air	Act’s	regulatory	requirements.	If	you	know	you	need	an	Emissions	test	done	click	here	to	select	your	county	and	find	the	nearest	location.	Requirements	to	Pass	the	Georgia	Smog	Check	If	a	vehicle	owner
registers	a	gasoline	car	or	light-duty	truck	(weighing	8,500	lbs	or	less)	made	in	the	1994	–	2014	model	years	in	one	of	the	following	counties,	it	must	get	a	vehicle	emissions	test:	Once	passed,	Georgia	vehicle	owners	do	not	need	to	complete	another	emissions	inspection	for	1	year	(or	one	registration	renewal	cycle).	The	one-year	inspection	validation
is	good	only	for	the	same	owner.	The	vehicle	must	be	tested	every	year	during	the	vehicle’s	scheduled	registration	renewal	due	date	–	usually	on	the	vehicle	owner’s	birthday.				Salvaged	Vehicles	in	Georgia	A	salvaged	vehicle	must	be	towed	to	a	state-approved	inspection	station	in	order	to	be	inspected.	The	owner	must	provide	photos	of	the	original,
wrecked	condition	of	the	vehicle	before	they	made	any	repairs	to	the	vehicle	as	well	as:	a	completed	tag	and	title	application,	a	T022	Request	for	Inspection	of	Rebuilt	Motor	Vehicle	Form,	a	Labor	and	Parts	Certification,	a	Form	T-129,	and	payment	for	the	inspection.	Smog	Check	Exemptions	for	Georgia	Drivers	Georgia	exempts	certain	vehicles	from
testing.	If	your	vehicle	falls	under	one	of	these	categories	it	does	not	need	to	be	tested:	Vehicles	weighing	greater	than	8,500	pounds	Diesel	or	alternative	fuel	vehicles	(battery	electric,	propane,	natural	gas,	and	hydrogen)	Vehicles	designated	as	Antique	or	Collector	vehicles			Motorcycles,	recreational	vehicles	(RVs)	and	motorhomes	Vehicles	made	in
a	model	year	25	years	old	or	older	than	the	current	test	cycle	Hybrid	vehicles	such	as	Ford	Escape,	Honda	Insight,	Honda	Civic,	Honda	Accord,	Lexus	RX,	Mercury	Mariner,	Toyota	Highlander,	and	Toyota	Prius	are	not	considered	alternative-fuel	vehicles	and	do	require	testing.	Also,	bi-fuel	vehicles	that	operate	on	an	85%	ethanol/gasoline	blend,	or	bi-
fuel	vehicle’s	that	can	operate	on	all	propane	or	natural	gas	and	gasoline,	must	be	emissions	tested	while	using	100%	gasoline.	This	testing	requirement	is	still	enforced	even	if	the	owner	does	not	fuel	the	vehicle	with	gasoline	regularly.	If	a	Georgia	vehicle	owner	who	is	65	years	or	older,	and	meets	the	following	criteria	can	apply	and	receive	a
Georgia	Senior	Exemption:	Owns	a	vehicle	made	in	a	model	year	at	least	10	years	ago	or	older	The	vehicle’s	odometer	is	not	malfunctioning	and	the	owner	does	not	drive	the	vehicle	more	than	5,000	miles	a	year	The	vehicle	owner	applying	for	the	Senior	Exemption	is	the	primary	vehicle	owner.	(The	applicant’s	name	is	the	first	name	listed	on	the
title/registration	of	the	vehicle)	To	apply	for	a	senior	exemption,	the	applicant	must	submit	the	following	documents	to	a	Georgia	Clean	Air	Force	Customer	Service	Center	or	select	State	of	Georgia	Tag	Offices:	Completed	Senior	Exemption	Application	Form	Proof	of	Age	(Driver’s	license,	Birth	Certificate,	or	Passport)	Proof	of	Car	Ownership	(Ex:	A
Georgia	Car	Title,	Registration,	or	Renewal	notice)	Non-Conforming	Status	for	Georgia	Registered	Vehicles	Georgia	also	has	a	special	status	for	certain	vehicles	called,	“Non-Conforming	Status”.If	the	following	vehicles	meet	this	status,	they	may	have	alternative	rules	for	meeting	Georgia’s	testing	requirements	depending	on	the	vehicle’s	mechanical
configuration	or	model	year:	Kit	Cars	–	All	kit	cars	that	did	not	get	classified	as	Non-Conforming	before	December	31,	1998,	or	the	owner	registered	the	kit	car	in	one	of	the	13	counties	where	vehicles	must	pass	an	emissions	inspection	after	December	31,	1998	must	have	all	the	emissions	equipment	installed	that’s	listed	on	the	vehicle’s	registration
card	to	pass	a	test.			Hot	Rods	–	assembled	or	modified	after	December	31,	1998,	can	not	receive	Non-Conforming	status.	Grey	Market	Vehicles	–	As	long	as	the	vehicle’s	model	year	is	no	later	than	1985	the	owner	may	apply	for	Non-Conforming	status	if	the	owner	brought	the	vehicle	into	one	of	the	13	counties	requiring	vehicle	emissions	testing	after
December	31,	1998.	Vehicles	with	Obsolete	Parts	–	if	in	order	for	a	vehicle	to	meet	Georgia	emissions	requirements	must	get	mechanical	components	replaced	and	the	owner	is	unable	to	locate	or	the	part	is	no	longer	manufactured,	the	owner	can	apply	for	Non-Conforming	status.	Georgia	vehicle	inspection	personnel	will	require	the	owner	to	check
local	salvage	yards,	parts	shops,	and	also	online.	If	Georgia	vehicle	inspection	personnel	are	able	to	locate	the	part,	the	Non-Conforming	status	will	not	be	granted	to	the	vehicle.	Smog	Check	Extensions	for	Georgia	Drivers	If	a	vehicle	owner	has	a	registered	Georgia	vehicle	and	is	outside	of	a	reasonable	driving	distance	of	one	of	the	13	counties
requiring	testing,	they	may	be	eligible	for	a	Georgia	out-of-area	extension.	Vehicle	owners	with	vehicles	registered	in	one	of	the	covered	counties	for	emissions	testing	who	are	residing	in	another	county	may	still	have	to	get	their	vehicle	tested	if	they	are	out-of-town	during	the	scheduled	testing	time.	The	general	rule	is	if	a	vehicle	owner	currently
lives	in	a	county	with	a	county	seat	within	100	miles	of	the	covered	county	they	have	a	residence,	then	they	can	not	get	an	out-of-area	extension	for	their	vehicle.	If	a	resident	of	one	of	the	13	covered	counties	has	a	motor	vehicle	requiring	testing,	and	they	are	residing	in	one	of	the	following	out-of-state	counties	for	school,	business,	or	for	military
service	they	must	get	their	vehicle	tested:	Alabama	Tennessee	North	Carolina	South	Carolina	Cherokee	Etowah	DeKalb	Cleburne	Randolph	Calhoun	Talladega	Chambers	Lee	Clay	Russell	Tallapoosa	Macon	County	Seats	Bradley	Polk	Hamilton	Cherokee	Clay	Macon	Oconee	Anderson	Georgia	validates	out-of-area	extensions	for	one	year.	Vehicle
owners	must	get	these	extensions	renewed	every	year	and	must	get	their	vehicles	tested	when	they	return	to	their	county	of	residence	in	or	around	the	city	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	Emissions	inspection	certifications	from	other	states	cannot	be	used	as	proof	of	an	emissions	inspections	in	the	State	of	Georgia.	However,	they	can	be	used	as	proof	for
receiving	an	out-of-area	extension.	When	applying	for	an	out-of-area	extension,	the	following	documents	must	be	submitted:	Completed	Out-of-Area	Exemption	application.	Proof	the	applicant	owns	the	vehicle	–	This	can	be	done	by	the	applicant	providing	the	vehicle’s	registration,	renewal	notice,	or	a	copy	of	the	vehicle’s	title.	Verification	that	a
vehicle	owner	or	family	member	is	out	of	the	area	through	the	submission	of	the	following	completed	documents.	Out-of-Area	Extensions	for	Business	–	A	completed		Employment	Verification	Form	or	a	letter	on	company	letterhead	verifying	the	applicant’s	employment	with	the	organization	and	the	location	they	will	be	working.	Either	one	must	be
dated	within	60	days	of	the	extension	application	Out-of-Area	Extensions	due	to	School	–	A	completed	Student	Verification	Form,	transcript,	registration,	or	tuition	bill.	Georgia	requires	the	school	document	be	dated	within	60	days	of	the	extension	application	submissions	and	contain	the	student’s	and	school’s	identifying	information,	and	state	the
student	is	currently	enrolled	in	classes.	Out-of-Area	Extensions	due	to	Military	Service	–	Copy	of	the	applicant’s	current	or	original	military	orders	(The	orders	must	have	the	applicant’s	identifying	information	on	them.)	Or,	the	applicant’s	commanding	officer	can	write	a	letter	on	military	letterhead	stating	the	vehicle	owner	and	the	vehicle	do	not
currently	reside	in	the	area	the	applicant	is	a	resident.	When	submitting	proof,	the	extension	application	also	requires	a	copy	valid	military	ID	be	submitted.	Keep	in	mind	intermediaries	may	submit	the	Out	–	of	–	Area	Extension	application	on	behalf	of	the	applicant.	If	an	intermediary	submits	the	applications	they	must	complete	and	sign	the
application	and	also	provide	a	copy	of	their	driver’s	license.	Documented	Proof	of	being	Out-of-Area	using	one	of	the	following	documents:	Vehicle	Inspection	Report	(VIR)	from	another	municipality	Traffic	citation	from	the	municipality	the	vehicle	is	currently	located	(parking	decals	do	not	qualify)	Repair	receipt	from	a	repair	shop	in	the	municipality
the	vehicle	is	currently	located	A	completed	Vehicle	Verification	Form	A	statement	dated	within	60	days	of	the	submission	of	the	extension	application	from	a	municipal,	military,	or	campus	law	enforcement/security	organization.	Georgia	requires	the	statement	be	written	on	the	source’s	letterhead	and	include	contact	information.	The	statement	must
verify	the	registered	vehicle	is	not	in	the	county	the	owner	has	it	registered.	The	VIN,	year,	vehicle	make	and	model,	and	information	expressing	visual	or	physical	confirmation	the	vehicle	is	out	of	the	area.	If	a	resident	of	one	of	the	13	covered	counties	is	Out	–	of	–	Area	during	their	scheduled	testing	time	other	than	for	work,	school,	or	military
service,	document	the	circumstances	and	send	any	documentation	to	verify	your	circumstances	to	[email	protected]	Smog	Check	Waivers	for	Georgia	Drivers	If	a	registered	Georgia	vehicle	does	not	pass	its	initial	inspection,	it	must	get	repaired	and	retested.	If	after	failing	a	retest,	the	owner	may	be	eligible	to	receive	a	repair	waiver.	The	state	of
Georgia	takes	into	consideration	how	old	your	vehicle	is	as	well	as	the	emissions	components	available	and	installed	on	it	when	the	state	created	its	emissions	testing	standards.	Vehicle	owners	have	30	days	from	the	date	of	the	failed	inspection	to	get	the	vehicle	repaired	and	then	get	a	free	retest.	If	the	owner	takes	longer	than	30	days	to	get	a
vehicle	retested	then	they	must	pay	the	testing	fee	again.	In	order	to	get	a	Repair	Waiver,	the	vehicle	owner	must	meet	the	following	requirements:	The	initial	inspection	cannot	be	more	than	one	year	old	(12	months)	or	associated	with	a	previous	Repair	Waiver	or	registration	renewal.	Emission-related	repairs	must	meet	or	exceed	an	$855	Repair
Waiver	limit	amount.	The	retested	vehicle	must	show	improvement	in	all	areas	it	failed	on,	as	well	as	pass	all	areas	it	passed	on	in	the	first	test.	Repair	receipts	from	each	emission-related	repair	attempt	can	be	considered	for	a	Repair	Waiver	as	long	as	each	dated	receipt	is	60	days	before	or	after	the	corresponding	failed	emissions	test.	Repair
receipts	must	be	from	a	repair	facility	possessing	a	valid	business	license.	All	emission-related	repairs,	including	a	diagnostic	analysis,	parts,	and	labor	can	be	used	toward	the	Repair	Waiver	limit	amount.	Labor	costs	from	a	company	not	possessing	a	business	license	will	not	count	toward	the	Repair	Waiver	limit	amount.	If	required,	the	repair
facility’s	business	license	must	be	obtainable.	If	the	owner	performs	the	emissions-related	repairs	on	the	vehicle,	only	the	cost	of	parts	will	be	considered	toward	the	Repair	Waiver	limit	amount.	Repairs	and	parts	must	be	itemized	and	identifiable	for	consideration.	Repair	receipts	must	identify	the	vehicle’s	VIN,	year,	make,	and	model,	or	tag
number,	make,	and	model).	Be	aware	the	following	cannot	count	toward	a	Repair	Waiver	expense	limit:	Surcharges	Emissions	inspection	fees	Warranty	work	Taxes	Disposal	fees	Gas	Miscellaneous	charges	Shop	supplies	To	apply	for	a	Repair	Waiver,	the	following	documents	must	be	submitted	when	applying:	A	completed	Repair	Waiver	Application.
Scanned	copies	of	Georgia	Vehicle	Inspection	Reports	(VIRs)	from	the	vehicle’s	previous	failed	tests.	All	original	receipts	from	completed	emissions-related	repairs	having	the	vehicle’s	VIN	or	tag	number	and	the	model	year,	vehicle	makes,	vehicle	model.	A	copy	of	the	vehicle’s	Georgia	registration,	Georgia	renewal	notice	(from	within	the	previous
year),	or	the	vehicle’s	Georgia	title	A	completed	emissions	test	after	the	owner	completes	all	repairs	Georgia	repair	waivers	are	not	renewable	or	transferable.	Allow	3	business	days	to	process	all	Repair	Waiver	applications.	Smog	Check	Fees	Smog	check	fees	can	cost	up	to	$25	per	vehicle.	Vehicle	testing	locations	post	the	fee	for	vehicle	emissions
inspections	on	a	sign	at	the	location.	Performing	Emissions	Testing	in	Georgia	The	Georgia	Clean	Air	Force,	the	Georgia	EPA’s	vehicle	testing	organization,		recommends	getting	a	vehicle	emissions	test	4	–	6	weeks	before	the	vehicle’s	registration	renewal	date.		Vehicle	owners	can	get	their	vehicles	tested	at	any	service	station	with	a	sign	indicating
they	do	vehicle	testing.	Stations	with	signs	displayed	stating	“	1996	and	newer”	only	test	vehicles	made	in	the	1996	model	year	or	newer.	Stations	with	the	“All	Vehicles	Welcome”	sign	test	1995	and	older	model	year	vehicles	as	well	as	1996	and	newer	vehicles.	All	motor	vehicles	made	in	the	1996	model	year	and	newer	vehicles	will	receive	the
following	tests:	An	OBDII	test	A	Gas	Cap	SealTest	A	visual	Catalytic	Converter	Inspection	All	motor	vehicles	made	in	the	1995	and	older	will	receive	the	following	tests:	A	Two-Speed	Idle	Test	–	Test	personnel	measure	a	vehicle’s	emissions	at	a	low	and	high	engine	RPM	level	Or,	an	Accelerated	Simulation	Mode	(ASM2)	test	–	This	ASM2	test	includes
an	emissions	test	under	load	using	two	different	simulations:	a	25/25	test	(25	percent	load	at	25	MPH)	and	a	50/15	test	(50	percent	load	at	15	MPH)	A	Gas	Cap	SealTest	A	visual	Catalytic	Converter	Inspection	Failed	Smog	Inspections	–	Next	Steps	Motor	vehicles	do	not	pass	Georgia’s	vehicle	emissions	test	requirements	typically	because:
Malfunctioning	Oxygen	sensor	Malfunctioning	EGR	valve	Air	filter	needing	replaced	Malfunctioning	spark	plugs	Vacuum	system	leaks	Malfunctioning	fuel	cap	Moved	to	Georgia	–	Smog	Check	Requirements	New	residents	moving	to	one	of	the	13	“covered”	counties	in	or	around	the	Atlanta	metro	area	has	30	days	to	get	their	vehicle	registered	and
tested	once	they	arrive.	Transferring	a	Vehicle	Title	in	Georgia	–	Smog	Check	Needed?	If	transferring	a	title	to	a	new	owner	through	sale,	gift,	or	inheritance	the	new	owner	has	30	days	to	get	the	vehicle	registered	and	tested	if	registering	the	vehicle	on	one	of	Georgia’s	13	“covered”	counties.	Do	Sellers	Give	Buyers	a	Valid	Smog	Certificate?	If	buying
a	brand	new	vehicle	the	vehicle	is	exempt	from	requiring	a	smog	check	for	the	3	years	so	Georgia	residents	living	in	one	of	the	13	counties	in	and	around	Atlanta	do	not	need	to	be	concerned	about	getting	a	smog	check	after	buying	a	new	motor	vehicle.	For	vehicle’s	older	than	3	years,	the	seller	must	make	sure	the	vehicle	has	passed	a	Georgia	smog
check	if	the	buyer	is	going	to	register	the	vehicle	in	one	of	Georgia’s	13	“covered”	counties.	Vehicle	sellers	are	not	required	by	Georgia	law	to	provide	a	buyer	with	a	hard	copy	of	a	vehicle’s	Vehicle	Inspection	Report	(VIR).	Georgia	tag	offices	keep	VIRs	on	file	electronically	and	a	buyer	can	get	one	there.	If	purchasing	a	vehicle	from	out	of	state,	the
buyer	has	30	days	to	get	the	vehicle	registered	and	tested	in	one	of	the	“covered”	counties.	Special	Tips	to	Pass	the	Georgia	Emissions	Test	The	State	of	Georgia	suggests	vehicle	owners	get	their	vehicle’s	tested	four	to	six	weeks	before	their	vehicle’s	registration	renewal	date.	This	date	usually	falls	on	the	owner’s	birthday.	The	extra	time	will	allow
the	owner	to	have	time	to	get	any	needed	repairs	done	before	their	registration	expires.	Also,	if	a	vehicle	owner	will	be	out	of	town	during	the	time	when	they	need	to	get	their	vehicle	tested,	the	owner	may	choose	to	get	their	vehicle	tested	earlier.	Here	are	some	tips	to	keep	in	mind	to	ensure	passing	a	Georgia		vehicle	emissions	test:	Make	sure	the
vehicle	does	not	have	its	“Check	Engine”	light	on;	If	it	does,	it	will	not	pass	the	test.	To	fix,		check	to	make	the	gas	cap	is	on	tight.	If	it	is	not,	tighten	it	and	drive	around	to	see	if	the	light	goes	off.			Follow	the	vehicle’s	recommended	maintenance	schedule.	Many	of	the	mechanical	issues	that	cause	vehicles	to	fail	their	tests	can	be	addressed	during	a
routine	check-up	If	your	vehicle	is	a	make	and	model	year	when	catalytic	converters	came	standard	on	the	vehicle,	make	sure	your	vehicle	has	one	and	is	not	malfunctioning;	If	it	does	not	have	one	or	it	is	not	working,	it	will	not	pass	the	test	Allow	your	vehicle	to	run	for	at	least	10	minutes	before	it	takes	a	test	to	ensure	an	accurate	reading	Research
your	vehicle	manufacturer’s	recalls	Technical	Service	Bulletins	(TSBs),	and	warranties	before	getting	any	repairs	done.	The	cost	of	their	repair	may	be	covered	by	the	manufacturer.	If	your	vehicle’s	On-Board	Diagnostic	(OBDII)	system	is	showing	trouble	codes,	make	sure	to	get	them	fixed	by	a	certified	emissions	mechanic.	Do	not	just	try	to	clear	the
codes.Test	personnel	will	know	and	the	vehicle	will	not	pass	inspection.	If	your	vehicle	is	misfiring	when	it	is	idling,	make	sure	to	get	this	addressed	before	taking	the	test	Check	your	vehicle’s	gas	cap	and	make	sure	it’s	not	broken.	Keep	the	sealing	surfaces	in	the	cap	clean	so	it	can	make	a	good	seal	If	a	vehicle’s	battery	is	brand	new,	drive	the
vehicle	for	a	couple	of	days	before	taking	it	to	get	an	On-Board	Diagnostics	test	so	as	to	allow	the	OBD	system	to	reset	Make	sure	the	vehicle’s	oil	is	not	dirty.	Get	the	oil	changed	on	a	routine	basis	Maintain	the	recommended	air	pressure	in	your	vehicle’s	tires	Inspect	your	vehicle’s	hoses	and	belts	for	wear.	Get	them	replaced	if	necessary	Get	any
mechanical	issues	with	your	vehicle’s	transmission	address	and	fixed.	Transmissions	problems	can	affect	your	vehicle’s	emissions	and	cause	your	vehicle	to	fail	its	test.	If	your	motor	vehicle’s	emissions	system	has	a	mechanical	issue,	check	your	manufacturer’s	warranty.	Federal	law	states	emissions	systems	on	vehicles	made	in	the	1995	and	newer
model	years	must	have	their	emissions	systems	warrantied	for	two	years	or	24,000	miles.		If	the	OBDII	diagnostic	system	or	catalytic	converter	on	your	vehicle	made	in	the	1995	model	year	or	newer	has	a	mechanical	issue,	check	your	vehicle’s	manufacturer’s	warranty	also.	Federal	regulation	states	these	vehicles	must	have	a	warranty	on	their	OBDII
and	catalytic	converters	for	eight	years	or	80,000	miles.	Find	Smog	Check	Stations	Near	Me	To	find	a	Smog	Check	location	in	the	state	of	Georgia,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Georgia	pages	below.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Fulton	County,	Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires	Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in
the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Fulton	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Dekalb	County,	Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires
Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in	the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Dekalb	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Cherokee	County,
Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires	Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in	the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Cherokee	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your
area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Forsyth	County,	Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires	Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in	the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Forsyth	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a
DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Cobb	County,	Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires	Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in	the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check	out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations
in	Cobb	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your	area.	Smog	Check	Stations	in	Gwinnett	County,	Georgia	The	State	of	Georgia	only	requires	Smog	Checks	of	motor	vehicles	registered	in	the	13	counties	in	or	surrounding	the	City	of	Atlanta	metro	area.	To	find	a	DMV	or	testing	location	in	or	around	Atlanta,	check
out	our	DMV	&	Emissions	Testing	Locations	in	Gwinnett	County,	Georgia	page	to	find	a	DMV	office	or	vehicle	testing	location	in	your	area.	Auto	Insurance	Getting	car	insurance	is	one	of	the	requirements	that	vehicle	owners	need	to	fulfill	in	order	to	register	and	claim	the	title	for	their	vehicles	in	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles.	Vehicle	insurance
companies	in	the	United	States	offer	full	auto	insurance	and	liability	coverage	that	protects	the	drivers	in	case	of	a	traffic	accident.	Living	in	Georgia,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	keep	your	vehicle	ready	for	registration	renewal.	If	your	car	is	registered	in	one	of	the	13	counties	requiring	an	emissions	test,	passing	is	crucial.	Understanding	the
emissions	requirements	can	save	you	time	and	headaches.	This	article	will	provide	you	with	everything	you	need	to	ensure	your	vehicle	stays	compliant.	Georgia	has	specific	emissions	testing	rules	to	help	maintain	air	quality.	These	rules	involve	certain	vehicles,	specific	counties,	and	are	managed	by	notable	governing	bodies.	Emissions	inspections	in
Georgia	are	governed	by	the	Georgia	Department	of	Revenue	(DOR)	and	the	Georgia	Clean	Air	Force	(GCAF).	These	organizations	ensure	compliance	with	state	laws.	Testing	regulations	are	set	to	help	meet	federal	and	state	air	quality	standards.	Local	legislation	mandates	that	vehicles	adhere	to	these	standards	to	minimize	pollution.	The	GCAF	plays
a	key	role	by	updating	and	implementing	required	tests.	Collaborating	with	the	DOR,	they	handle	enforcement,	ensuring	you	meet	testing	requirements.	Thirteen	counties	in	Georgia	require	regular	emissions	testing.	These	include	Cherokee,	Clayton,	Cobb,	Coweta,	DeKalb,	Douglas,	Fayette,	Forsyth,	Fulton,	Gwinnett,	Henry,	Paulding,	and	Rockdale.
If	you	live	in	these	areas,	your	vehicle	must	pass	emissions	tests.	The	goal	is	to	reduce	air	pollution	in	high-traffic	zones.	Each	year,	residents	in	these	counties	must	have	their	vehicles	tested	before	registering	them.	By	keeping	track	of	which	counties	have	these	requirements,	you	can	stay	compliant	and	contribute	to	cleaner	air.	Not	all	vehicles	must
undergo	emissions	inspections.	If	you	drive	a	gasoline-powered	car	from	the	year	2000	to	2021,	you	need	to	have	it	tested.	Light-duty	trucks	over	8,500	lbs	also	need	to	be	tested.	Vehicles	like	diesels	and	those	over	25	model	years	old	are	usually	exempt.	Specific	exemptions	apply	to	newer	cars,	typically	those	aged	three	years	or	newer.	If	you	meet
these	criteria,	you	won’t	need	an	emissions	test,	saving	you	time	and	ensuring	you’re	following	the	law	correctly.	In	Georgia,	emissions	testing	helps	keep	air	clean	and	ensures	vehicles	run	efficiently.	This	process	involves	specific	procedures,	scheduled	inspections,	and	convenient	locations.	When	you	take	your	car	for	an	emissions	test,	it	usually
involves	a	few	key	steps.	One	of	them	is	the	OBD	Test	(On-Board	Diagnostics	Test).	This	test	uses	a	computer	to	check	for	issues	with	your	car’s	emissions	system.	If	your	car	is	a	bit	older,	you’ll	likely	also	need	a	fuel	cap	inspection	to	make	sure	there	are	no	leaks	that	could	release	harmful	gases	into	the	air.	You	might	wonder	about	the	testing	fee.
Fees	can	vary	but	expect	to	pay	between	$10	and	$25.	Once	the	tests	are	done,	you’ll	receive	a	Vehicle	Emission	Inspection	Report,	detailing	the	results.	If	your	car	fails,	you’ll	need	to	get	the	required	repairs	and	then	retest.	You	need	to	do	an	emissions	test	yearly	to	renew	your	vehicle	registration	in	Georgia.	Georgia’s	Clean	Air	Force	recommends
testing	your	vehicle	four	to	six	weeks	before	your	registration	is	due,	giving	you	ample	time	for	repairs	if	needed.	The	test	is	necessary	for	vehicles	that	are	between	three	and	twenty-five	years	old.	Some	vehicles	are	exempt,	such	as	diesel	cars	and	heavy-duty	trucks.	It’s	crucial	to	check	these	details	well	in	advance	to	avoid	problems	during	the
registration	renewal	process.	There	are	many	locations	where	you	can	get	your	emissions	test	done.	Testing	is	required	in	13	metro	Atlanta	counties,	managed	by	Georgia’s	Clean	Air	Force.	To	find	a	nearby	location,	you	can	visit	their	website	or	call	their	customer	service	for	assistance.	It’s	advisable	to	avoid	high-traffic	times	like	before	work,	after
work,	and	around	lunch	hours.	For	smoother	scheduling,	try	to	go	in	the	middle	of	the	month	or	mid-week.	Doing	so	can	help	you	avoid	long	queues	and	reduce	stress.	Keep	these	tips	in	mind	for	a	hassle-free	experience.	When	registering	your	vehicle	or	renewing	your	registration	in	Georgia,	there	are	several	important	considerations	to	keep	in
mind.	This	section	breaks	it	down	to	help	you	understand	the	initial	registration	process,	the	renewal	process,	and	important	deadlines.	When	you	register	your	vehicle	for	the	first	time	in	Georgia,	you	need	to	ensure	it	meets	certain	emissions	standards.	This	is	required	for	gasoline-powered	cars	and	light-duty	trucks	from	model	years	2000	to	2021.
First,	get	an	emissions	inspection.	You	can	find	a	list	of	inspection	stations	on	the	Georgia’s	Clean	Air	Force	website.	After	passing	the	test,	you’ll	receive	a	certificate	valid	for	12	months.	Bring	this	certificate	to	your	local	tag	office	to	complete	your	registration.	You	will	also	need	proof	of	ownership,	such	as	the	vehicle	title,	and	proof	of	insurance.	If
you’re	new	to	Georgia,	bring	your	out-of-state	title	and	registration,	plus	any	lien	holder	information	if	applicable.	Renewing	your	vehicle	registration	in	Georgia	is	simpler	than	the	initial	registration	but	it	comes	with	its	own	set	of	guidelines.	The	key	is	making	sure	your	emissions	inspection	is	up	to	date.	Your	vehicle	must	pass	the	emissions	test
before	you	can	renew	your	registration	online	or	at	a	tag	office.	The	state	of	Georgia	allows	you	to	renew	your	registration	online	through	the	DRIVES	e-Services,	which	is	both	convenient	and	secure.	This	system	helps	verify	data	accuracy	and	protects	against	fraud.	For	those	who	prefer,	renewing	by	mail	or	in	person	are	also	options,	but	remember
to	bring	the	emissions	certificate	and	other	required	documents.	In	Georgia,	your	vehicle	registration	renewal	date	is	typically	based	on	the	vehicle	owner’s	birthday.	To	ensure	a	smooth	renewal	process,	it’s	best	to	get	the	emissions	inspection	done	4-6	weeks	before	this	date.	This	timeline	allows	ample	time	for	any	needed	repairs	and	retests	before
your	registration	deadline.	You	can	contact	your	local	tag	office	to	see	if	early	renewal	is	an	option,	which	can	be	done	up	to	60	days	before	your	registration	date.	Make	sure	you	don’t	wait	until	the	last	minute	to	avoid	any	potential	late	fees	or	issues	with	your	vehicle	being	legally	registered.	By	keeping	these	points	in	mind,	you	can	ensure	that	your
vehicle	stays	compliant	with	Georgia’s	emissions	requirements	and	that	your	registration	remains	up	to	date	without	any	hitches.	In	Georgia,	there	are	specific	exemptions	and	extensions	available	that	can	save	you	from	certain	emissions	requirements.	You	may	be	eligible	for	these	based	on	factors	like	the	age	of	your	vehicle,	your	location,	or	even
your	personal	circumstances.	Certain	vehicles	in	Georgia	are	exempt	from	emissions	testing.	Electric	vehicles	and	alternatively	fueled	vehicles	typically	do	not	need	to	undergo	emissions	tests.	Motorcycles	and	recreational	vehicles	also	fall	under	this	exemption	category.	For	antique	collector	vehicles,	which	are	25	years	or	older,	you	don’t	need
emissions	tests.	Newer	vehicles,	less	than	3	years	old,	are	often	exempt	as	well,	especially	if	they	pass	certain	criteria.	These	exemptions	can	save	you	time	and	money,	making	your	vehicle	registration	process	simpler.	For	those	living	outside	the	metro	Atlanta	area,	you	can	apply	for	an	out-of-area	extension.	This	extension	is	valid	for	up	to	one	year
and	needs	to	be	renewed	annually	before	your	vehicle	registration	date.	During	this	period,	your	vehicle	must	undergo	an	emissions	inspection	upon	your	return	to	the	area.	The	extension	is	particularly	useful	if	your	work	or	lifestyle	keeps	you	away	from	metro	Atlanta.	If	you’re	a	senior	citizen,	you	might	qualify	for	a	senior	exemption.	If	you’ve
received	it	before,	renewing	it	by	phone	is	an	option	if	your	previous	year’s	documents	are	current.	Have	your	mileage	and	Vehicle	Identification	Number	(VIN)	ready	when	you	call.	Hybrid	vehicles	have	specific	rules	that	may	allow	exemptions	or	extensions.	It’s	crucial	to	consult	the	latest	guidelines	to	see	if	your	hybrid	qualifies.	Understanding
these	specific	considerations	can	help	you	navigate	Georgia’s	emissions	requirements	more	effectively.	You	may	be	eligible	for	certain	waivers	or	financial	assistance	if	your	vehicle	is	having	trouble	meeting	Georgia’s	emissions	requirements.	This	can	help	ease	the	burden	of	repair	costs	and	ensure	your	vehicle	stays	compliant.	If	your	vehicle	fails	an
emissions	test,	you	might	qualify	for	a	Repair	Waiver.	To	get	this	waiver,	you	need	proof	of	emissions-related	repairs.	Make	sure	your	receipts	include	the	following	details:	Vehicle	Identification	Number	(VIN)	or	tag	number	Year,	make,	and	model	Date	of	repair	(should	be	within	60	days	before	or	after	the	failed	emissions	test)	Common	repairs
include	fixing	or	replacing	parts	like	the	catalytic	converter,	oxygen	sensor,	air	filter,	and	spark	plugs.	You	can	only	apply	for	a	waiver	if	the	cost	of	repairs	meets	or	exceeds	a	specific	amount	set	by	the	state.	If	the	cost	of	getting	your	vehicle	repaired	is	too	high,	you	may	be	eligible	for	financial	help.	Unfortunately,	Georgia’s	Clean	Air	Force	doesn’t
directly	provide	financial	assistance,	but	several	programs	can	aid	you.	Local	charities	and	non-profits	often	offer	help	for	emissions-related	repairs.	You	might	also	want	to	check	with	community	organizations	that	focus	on	financial	assistance.	They	sometimes	cover	the	cost	of	specific	repairs,	like	replacing	a	catalytic	converter	or	oxygen	sensor.


