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Drop	2	voicings	piano

Get	ready	to	elevate	your	jazz	piano	skills	with	Instructor	Jonny's	expert	tips!	Want	to	sound	like	the	greats,	from	Bill	Evans	to	George	Shearing?	Learn	how	to	harmonize	melodies	using	block	chord	and	drop	2	voicings	in	today's	Quick	Tip.	Let's	dive	into	the	world	of	smooth	cocktail	piano	sounds!	First,	we'll	master	the	art	of	block	chords	-	a	type	of
voicing	where	each	note	is	close	together	within	an	octave.	This	iconic	sound	was	popularized	by	George	Shearing	by	doubling	the	highest	note	below	the	octave,	emphasizing	his	melodies.	Check	out	his	mesmerizing	performance	of	Lullaby	of	Birdland	for	a	true	block	chord	experience!	Now,	let's	explore	what	block	chord	voicings	look	like	using	the
chord	changes	for	"Misty".	Notice	how	each	left-hand	note	doubles	the	top	right-hand	note?	This	is	key	to	the	block	chord	sound!	And	don't	worry	if	you	see	6	chords	instead	of	Maj7	-	it's	all	about	personal	preference.	Just	remember:	whole	steps	are	fine,	but	avoid	half	steps	at	the	top,	as	they'll	obscure	the	melody.	Once	you've	got	the	hang	of	block
chords,	practice	playing	scales	using	this	technique.	Fill	in	the	rest	of	the	chord	with	chord	tones	while	keeping	the	top	and	bottom	notes	an	octave	apart	-	just	like	this	C	Major	scale	example!	Next	up:	drop	2	chords!	These	are	a	bit	trickier	to	master	but	will	give	your	music	that	extra	melodic	and	harmonic	oomph.	Think	of	them	as	block	chords	with
the	second-highest	note	dropped	down,	creating	a	beautiful	interval	of	a	10th	between	the	bottom	and	top	notes.	Practice	playing	through	these	voicings	slowly,	paying	attention	to	how	your	left	hand	moves	while	using	drop	2	chords	-	especially	during	ii-Vs	progressions.	Remember:	it's	all	about	those	intervals!	Whether	you	choose	Maj7	or	6	chords,
make	sure	that	interval	between	your	bottom	and	top	notes	isn't	a	minor	9th	(a	half	step	separated	by	an	octave).	Happy	harmonizing!	Building	Chords	on	the	Piano:	A	Comprehensive	Guide	Creating	a	good	sound	is	challenging	with	dissonant	tones.	However,	when	using	Maj7	chords	and	maintaining	a	gap	of	10th	or	Major	9th	between	top	and
bottom	notes,	it	sounds	great.	In	most	cases,	four	notes	are	used	in	each	drop	2	chord,	while	block	chords	use	five	notes	for	greater	clarity.	The	primary	purpose	of	these	chord	types	is	to	make	the	melody	clear	while	providing	harmony	and	musical	color.	Block	chords	achieve	this	by	doubling	the	melody	on	the	bottom,	creating	a	strong	sound	that
can	hold	multiple	other	notes	and	colors	between	them.	On	the	other	hand,	drop	2	chords	remove	the	doubled	note,	instead	creating	a	harmonic	interval	of	a	9th	or	10th.	For	those	looking	to	dive	deeper	into	harmonizing	melodies,	check	out	courses	like	Jazz	Ballad	Harmonic	Approaches	1	&	2,	Chord	Shell	&	Guide	Tone	Exercises,	and	Diatonic	7th
Chord	Exercises.	These	resources	will	help	you	master	chord	playing	techniques	for	improved	piano	sound.	To	build	a	major	7th	chord,	you	can	start	with	a	major	triad	and	add	the	7th	note	of	the	scale.	Let's	take	our	previous	examples	and	turn	them	into	D	major	7th	and	B	major	7th	chords.	To	create	a	D	minor	7th	chord	from	a	major	triad,	simply
lower	the	3rd	and	7th	by	a	half-step.	For	dominant	7th	chords,	take	a	major	7th	chord	and	lower	its	7th	note	by	a	half-step.	Building	chords	quickly	requires	practice	in	all	12	keys	and	playing	them	with	both	hands.	Rootless	voicings	are	essential	for	jazz	pianists,	particularly	for	left-hand	comping	and	writing/arranging	for	other	instruments.	To	master
rootless	voicings,	learn	a	3-	or	4-step	process	to	create	major,	minor,	and	dominant	7th	chords	without	the	root	note.	A	"four-way	close-position	rootless	voicing"	refers	to	a	chord	consisting	of	four	notes	within	an	octave	range,	excluding	the	root	note.	This	concept	is	crucial	for	jazz	pianists	seeking	that	advanced,	professional	sound.	Below,	we'll
outline	a	process	for	creating	these	voicings	for	major	chords	and	then	move	on	to	minor	and	dominant	chords.	To	build	rootless	voicings	for	major	chords,	follow	these	three	steps:	spell	the	chord	in	root	position,	invert	it	so	that	the	3rd	or	7th	is	the	lowest	note,	and	replace	the	root	with	the	9th.	For	minor	chords,	you'll	use	a	similar	process:	spell	the
chord	in	root	position,	invert	it,	and	then	replace	the	root	with	the	9th.	Dominant	chords	require	a	four-step	process:	spell	the	chord	in	root	position,	invert	it,	replace	the	root	with	the	9th,	and	adjust	the	3rd	or	7th	as	needed	to	maintain	the	dominant	quality.	Understanding	and	applying	these	concepts	will	help	you	develop	your	skills	in	building
complex	chords	and	achieving	that	distinctive	jazz	sound.	Practice	is	key,	so	be	sure	to	work	through	all	keys	and	techniques	to	master	rootless	voicings	and	enhance	your	musicianship.	Practice	Tips	for	Rootless	Voicings	and	Drop	2	Chords	in	Jazz	Piano	Rootless	voicings	are	an	excellent	way	to	practice	playing	ii-V-I	sequences	and	getting	familiar
with	these	chords.	Practicing	rootless	voicings	in	all	12	keys,	especially	using	a	ii-V-I	chord	progression,	will	help	you	master	the	voice	leading	between	each	chord	type.	Once	you're	familiar	with	rootless	voicings,	try	practicing	comping	through	lead	sheets	of	jazz	standards	using	these	voicings.	This	will	not	only	improve	your	skills	with	the	chords
but	also	serve	as	great	sight-reading	practice	for	chord	comping.	Drop	2	voicings	piano	technique	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	jazz	piano	that	can	create	beautiful	jazz	harmony.	By	moving	the	second-highest	note	an	octave	lower,	drop	2	voicings	produce	a	more	spread-out	sound	that	feels	fuller	and	richer.	These	voicings	are	versatile	and	work	well
with	any	instrument.	Closed	voicings	have	all	the	notes	close	together	within	the	smallest	possible	range,	creating	a	compact	sound.	Open	voicings,	on	the	other	hand,	spread	out	the	notes,	allowing	for	a	fuller,	more	resonant	sound.	Understanding	these	voicing	techniques	will	help	you	construct	drop	2	chords	and	make	your	music	sound	deeper	and
more	interesting	without	being	too	complicated.	The	construction	of	drop	2	chords	involves	arranging	the	notes	to	create	a	balance	between	simplicity	and	richness.	By	mastering	this	technique,	you'll	be	able	to	add	depth	to	your	jazz	harmonies	and	arrange	music	for	different	instruments.	Drop	2	chords	offer	a	distinct	sound	and	versatility	in	jazz
arrangements,	depending	on	the	musical	context	and	desired	effect.	A	closed-position	chord	refers	to	a	chord	within	an	octave	range,	while	an	open-position	chord	spans	beyond	that	range.	By	dropping	the	second-highest	note	down	an	octave,	a	closed-position	chord	becomes	an	open-position	chord.	This	technique	is	useful	in	big	band	music	and
scoring	for	saxophones	and	brass	instruments,	as	it	creates	rich	harmonies	allowing	each	instrument	to	blend	smoothly.	For	pianists,	drop	2	chords	sound	great	at	any	tempo,	offering	beautiful	harmonies	and	clear,	bright	tones.	Drop	2	voicings	allow	jazz	pianoists	to	create	fuller-sounding	chords	by	spacing	out	individual	notes,	much	like	building
blocks.	This	technique	can	add	richness	and	depth	to	harmonies	while	maintaining	simplicity.	Learning	how	to	play	piano	can	be	so	much	fun!	Let's	dive	into	some	cool	techniques	for	jazz	piano	players.	Have	you	ever	heard	of	"locked	hands"	style?	It's	a	way	of	playing	where	every	note	moves	together	with	the	melody,	creating	a	rich	and	cohesive
sound.	Famous	pianists	like	George	Shearing	and	Nat	King	Cole	popularized	this	style.	It's	perfect	for	jazz	tunes	that	need	a	smooth,	flowing	sound,	and	it	showcases	a	pianist's	ability	to	blend	melody	and	harmony	creatively.	The	"locked	hands"	style	is	all	about	having	your	hands	work	together	in	sync	with	each	other,	much	like	having	a	mini
orchestra	under	your	fingers.	You	get	to	control	the	lead	singer	(the	melody)	and	the	background	singers	(the	chords)	at	once,	creating	a	full,	harmonious	sound.	Did	you	know	that	the	same	chord	can	sound	a	dozen	different	ways?	That's	because	of	something	called	chord	voicings.	Chord	voicings	are	all	about	how	you	arrange	and	distribute	the
notes	of	a	chord	across	the	keyboard.	As	a	beginner,	you	might	have	learned	chords	in	closed	voicing,	but	there	are	also	open	voicings,	rootless	voicings,	and	more!	Let's	start	with	some	basics.	Closed	voicing	is	when	you	play	the	notes	of	a	chord	close	together	within	an	octave.	Open	voicing,	on	the	other	hand,	spreads	the	notes	out	across	a	wider
distance,	creating	a	fuller	sound.	Sometimes,	too	many	chord	tones	can	make	things	sound	muddy,	so	we	use	shell	voicings	to	cut	down	on	that	muddiness.	Shell	voicings	use	the	bottom	and	top	notes	of	a	chord	to	"outline"	it,	giving	us	a	more	open	and	sparser	sound,	which	is	common	in	jazz.	But	don't	worry	if	all	this	sounds	confusing	–	once	you	get
comfortable	with	closed,	open,	and	shell	voicings,	you	can	try	some	other	techniques	like	rootless	voicings!	These	are	exactly	what	they	sound	like:	playing	chords	without	the	root	note.	This	technique	was	made	famous	by	legendary	jazz	pianist	Bill	Evans.	Lastly,	let's	talk	about	drop-2	voicings	–	these	are	when	you	take	the	second-highest	note	in	a
chord	stack	and	drop	it	by	an	octave.	For	example,	take	this	I-V-vi-IV	progression	in	C	major...	The	arrow	indicates	the	second-highest	note,	which	we	will	drop	to	form	an	open,	drop-2	voicing,	as	shown	here.	Additionally,	dropping	both	the	second	and	fourth	highest	notes	creates	drop-2	and	drop-4	voicings,	resulting	in	an	even	more	open	sound.
Inversions	are	often	used	in	these	chord	progressions	to	ensure	good	voice	leading,	which	involves	transitioning	between	chords	smoothly	with	minimal	hand	movement.	This	technique	can	be	applied	to	root	position	chords	as	well.	Our	goal	is	to	provide	you	with	a	glimpse	into	the	various	voicing	possibilities	available	on	the	piano.	We	encourage	you
to	try	them	out	and	explore	further.	Although	working	with	a	private	instructor	is	ideal,	it's	not	always	feasible	due	to	time	and	financial	constraints.	Pianote	offers	an	alternative,	allowing	you	to	receive	feedback	from	experts	in	the	comfort	of	your	own	home.	You	can	experience	our	Method	and	community	for	yourself	with	a	complimentary	7-day
trial.
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