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Cash includes money like banknotes and coins, other payment methods such as cheques and negotiable promissory notes, gold items with a high gold content (at least 90% in gold coins and 99.5% in gold bars and bullions), but not credit cards or payment cards. When arriving in Finland from another EU country, you don't need to declare cash to
Customs, even if it's worth more than 10 000 euros. You can use the green channel at Customs. If coming from outside the EU with less than 10 000 euros in cash, you don't need to declare it; choose the green channel. For amounts over 10 000 euros, submit a cash declaration upon arrival and provide a copy of your passport or ID card. You can get
the declaration form from Customs at the border crossing point. Note that some EU countries require declaring cash even when arriving from another EU country, with varying value limits; check with local authorities for specific requirements. When leaving Finland for outside the EU, you don't need to declare less than 10 000 euros in cash, but
submit a declaration if it's over this amount and bring proof of your identity. You can also get the form from Customs at the border crossing point. Be aware that different countries may have unique rules regarding importing cash; research requirements for your destination country. Exporting EU currency banknotes to Russia is generally prohibited
due to sanctions, but exceptions apply: banknotes can be taken out for official diplomatic purposes or personal use (e.g., overnight stays, meals) while traveling with a valid reason. Funds brought into Russia by relatives or friends can be restricted, including cash used for real estate purchases, salary costs, business expenses, investments, loans, and
personal assets. Even small amounts of unspent traveller funds from the EU are subject to sanctions. To avoid issues, one must declare cash through email at least 24 hours prior to arrival and present it to Customs at the border crossing point. Failure to do so may result in fines, investigations, or legal proceedings. Finland's Customs controls cash
movements to combat money laundering and terrorism financing, with detection dogs used at Helsinki Airport and Finnish-Russian border crossings. To minimize fees, travellers can use low-fee ATMs found via apps like ATM Fee Saver, which offers fee-free or low-fee ATMs and detailed information on bank ATM fees. This app also calculates exact
withdrawal charges and provides cash tips for over 100 countries. Finland is considered a safe destination with a low crime rate, featuring widely available ATMs in both urban and rural areas. When using ATMs in Finland, choose locations that are well-lit and populated, especially at night. Always keep an eye on your surroundings and secure your
cash immediately after withdrawal. Regularly checking your bank statements can help you detect any unauthorized transactions quickly. In Finland, ATMs typically do not take the entire card during a transaction; instead, it remains in the machine until the transaction is completed or cancelled. This reduces the risk of card loss significantly. However,
be aware that there are no fee-free ATMs in Finland. The standard fees range from €5 per transaction to €2 plus 10 cents for every €10 withdrawal. Despite this, many major international banks accept cards from countries such as the US, UK, Europe, Australia, and more at their ATMs in Finland. Additionally, there are several Bitcoin ATMs available,
including those in Helsinki and Lapland, offering users an alternative way to make cryptocurrency transactions.
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