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What	is	reggio	emilia

Collaboration	Collaboration	is	intrinsic	to	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	and	involves	varying	partnerships.	In	the	city	community	interest	quickly	developed	in	this	project,	and	Malaguzzi	contributed	to	making	the	schools	places	of	experimentation	and	innovation.	2.1	Loris	Malaguzzi,	Renzo	Bonazzi	(Mayor	of	Reggio	Emilia,	1962-1976),	Loretta	Giaroni
(City	officer	for	Schools	and	Social	services,	Municipality	of	Reggio	Emilia,	1967-1975),	Sala	degli	Specchi,	Municipal	Theatre,	Reggio	Emilia,	1969	The	first	municipal	infant-toddler	centre	opened	in	1971,	dedicated	to	Genoeffa	Cervi,	mother	of	the	seven	Cervi	brothers,	partisans	in	the	Italian	Resistance	during	the	second	world	war.	Montessori
classrooms	have	a	similar	structure	with	specific	spaces	and	materials	to	provide	different	experiences.	It’s	one	of	the	many	school	options	that	parents	and	early	childhood	educators	have	when	they’re	looking	for	preschools.	This	is	because	it	sees	children	born	with	immense	potential	and	wide-ranging	abilities	who	are	capable	of	conveying	to
sensitive	adults	what	and	how	they	want	to	learn.	Teachers	often	call	these	projects	“adventures”	to	young	learners.	To	Facilitate	Collaboration	Among	Children:	Teach	them	social	and	communication	skills	like	using	dialogue,	comparisons,	negotiations	and	mutual	regard	Plan	for	your	learners	to	work,	eat	or	play	in	small	groups	in	a	way	that	also
has	some	space	for	individual	autonomy;	for	example,	activities	like	cycling	through	the	centre	or	school,	offer	children	the	option	to	stay	in	a	group	or	vary	the	pace	according	to	their	own	interests	and	abilities.	During	these	years	he	joined	the	Italian	Communist	Party.At	the	end	of	1946	Malaguzzi	was	first	a	teacher	and	then	Director	at	the	Convitto
Scuola	della	Rinascita	in	Rivaltella,	Reggio	Emilia.	In	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach,	the	classroom	is	an	important	aspect	of	learning,	so	much	so	that	it’s	often	called	the	“third	teacher.”	Many	Reggio	Emilia	classrooms	and	schools	are	designed	to	be	pleasant	spaces	in	their	own	right.	For	example,	a	project	on	garden	butterflies	can	range	through
language,	maths,	science	and	geography	as	children	come	up	with	adjectives,	count	the	number	of	legs,	study	the	different	life	stages	and	design	suitable	habitats.	For	example,	a	group	of	students	who	are	interested	in	the	mail	system	and	how	the	post	office	works	may	spend	weeks	or	longer	studying	and	investigating	this,	while	another	group	may
spend	the	same	time	studying	something	completely	different.	Making	both	indoor	and	outdoor	spaces	welcoming	to	children	with	different	backgrounds,	communities	and	abilities	through	wall	displays,	materials,	equipment	and	resources	like	books	that	reflect	the	communities	of	the	children	and	honour	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	history
and	culture.	But	if	you	are	trying	to	understand	schools	for	your	child	or	if	you	are	interested	in	teaching	and	education	yourself,	you’ll	want	details.	In	Rome,	at	the	National	Psychology	Institute	–	run	by	Consiglio	Nazionale	delle	Ricerche	-		he	participated	in	the	first	courses	on	Educational	Psychology,	a	subject	which	had	been	banned	under
Fascism.In	1951,	in	his	role	as	psychologist,	he	was	one	of	the	founders	of	Reggio	Emilia’s	municipal	Centro	Medico	Psico-Pedagogico,	a	centre	for	medicine,	pedagogy	and	psychology,	where	he	continued	to	work	for	almost	twenty	years	with	the	director	Doctor	Marta	Montanini	and	Doctor	Iannuccelli."The	Centre	for	children	with	disabilities	and
learning	difficulties	became	a	special	context,		where	his	thinking	on	education	could	develop	and	where	he	could	discuss	his	points	of	view	with	others.A	small	school	opened	at	the	Centre	and	was	named	after	Giuseppe	Lombardo	Radice.	Then,	children	follow	their	curiosity	and	engage	in	the	activities	while	teachers	direct	their	exploration.	The
Reggio	Emilia	approach	in	education	started	in	a	town	in	Italy.	Witnessing	first-hand	such	community-centred	educational	practices	and	later	exploring	international	directions	in	educational	psychology	and	pedagogy,	Malaguzzi	began	to	develop	the	theory	that	it	was	more	important	for	children	to	be	educated	holistically	rather	than	focus	on
academic	achievements	like	literacy	and	numeracy.	Equipping	classrooms	with	resources,	materials	and	tools	for	open-ended,	creative	and	multiple-use	activities;	for	example,	children	can	be	provided	with	a	mix	of	commonly	found	objects	like	loose	parts	like	boxes,	blocks,	beads,	sticks,	ribbons,	stones	and	rings.	Similarly,	the	community	is	where
the	child	develops	ties	of	belonging	which	shape	not	only	their	identity	but	future	interaction	patterns	with	the	larger	world.	Without	the	support	of	a	set	curriculum,	teachers	have	to	be	highly	resourceful	and	flexible	so	as	to	quickly	adapt	learning	experiences	to	emerging	and	changing	interests	of	children.	Big	windows	spill	daylight	onto	a	kitchen
area,	lots	of	big	rugs,	bookshelves	with	natural	play	items,	etc.	This	principle	also	makes	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	highly	inclusive	as	it	allows	room	for	a	child	to	use	dance	or	sand	play	to	tell	a	story	as	much	as	paints	and	crayons.	Children	are	seen	as	naturally	curious	and	competent,	so	teachers	set	up	activities	that	relate	to	students’	interests.	It
was	attended	by	young	children	who	otherwise	were	destined	for	the	Istituto	De	Sanctis	in	Reggio	Emilia’s	extensive	San	Lazzaro	mental	homes.	Teachers	guide	the	children	in	choosing	an	area	of	research	and	following	it	to	the	project’s	conclusion.“What	sets	Reggio	Emilia	apart	is	its	emphasis	on	student	projects,”	says	Emily	Horton	of	GVEOE.
Invite	civic	professionals	like	fire	or	road	safety	officers	and	indigenous	community	Elders	to	give	talks	at	your	centre.	Some	ways	educators	can	practice	the	Reggio	Emilia	documentation	are:	Using	a	mix	of	forms	of	documentation	that	range	from	popular	ones	like	artwork	and	photos	to	floor	books	to	trace	connections	across	subjects,	logbooks	to
mark	daily	updates	and	learning	stories	that	provide	in-depth	analysis	of	children’s	experiences.	Teachers	create	the	curriculum	with	the	students.	Along	with	caring	for	and	supervising	young	children,	designing	learning	experiences	and	checking	regulatory	boxes,	the	elaborate	methods	of	documentation	may	turn	out	to	be	exhausting	for	educators.
Reggio	Emilia	could	be	the	ideal	learning	approach	for	your	little	one—or	the	ideal	working	environment	for	someone	like	you,	someone	who	believes	children	really	do	have	a	hundred	languages.Regardless	of	the	approach,	ECE	plays	a	crucial	role	in	developing	the	minds	of	the	future.	Share	your	thoughts	in	our	WeAreTeachers	HELPLINE	group	on
Facebook.	The	Reggio	Emilia	Environment	Reggio	Emilio's	approach	places	such	great	importance	on	the	role	of	the	environment	in	shaping	children’s	learning	that	it	is	described	as	the	child’s	‘third	teacher’.	Researching	early	childhood	education	(ECE)	programs	can	be	a	pretty	monumental	task.	Parents	are	valued	as	the	child’s	first	teachers
whose	inputs	are	crucial	to	understanding	and	facilitating	the	learning	process.	Do	you	have	experience	with	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach?	Schools	that	use	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	do	not	have	a	set	curriculum.	Today,	more	than	1,200	schools	in	the	United	States	use	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach.	"Who	am	I	Then?	Focusing	on	the	most	significant
events	that	demonstrate	children’s	learning	journey;	it	is	not	necessary	to	have	to	have	pictures	of	every	project	and	every	student	–	instead,	be	selective	and	document	moments	that	mark	learning	or	discovery.	He	grew	up	in	Reggio	Emilia	where	he	attended	the	Istituto	Magistrale	secondary	school,	and	graduated	from	Urbino	University	with	a
degree	in	pedagogy	in	1946During	the	war	he	worked	in	elementary	and	middle	schools	in	Reggio	Emilia	and	some	of	the	smaller	outlying	municipalities	in	the	province	of	Reggio	Emilia	such	as	Reggiolo,	Sologno,	and	Guastalla.	Visual	recording,	through	photos	and	photo	sequences,	focuses	on	the	process,	like	a	child	mixing	paints	rather	than	only
displaying	the	product	like	the	finished	artwork.	The	core	ideas	of	Reggio	Emilia	are:	Young	children	can	initiate	their	own	learning.	Finally,	Montessori	materials	are	established	and	self-corrective,	meaning	that	if	a	child	fails	to	complete	the	task	correctly,	they	can	try	again	and	correct	their	mistake.	Learn	more	about	its	impact	in	our	article,	“5
Reasons	Why	the	Importance	of	ECE	Is	Impossible	to	Ignore.”EDITOR’S	NOTE:	This	article	was	originally	published	in	2015.	Such	projects	can	be	big	–	lasting	several	months	–	or	small	that	can	be	over	in	a	week.	The	Convitti	schools	were	created	by	the	National	Association	of	Italian	Partisans,	and	the	Ministry	of	Employment,	to	allow	ex-freedom
fighters	and	prisoners	aged	16-24,	the	chance	to	learn	a	trade.Through	the	Convitto	school	Malaguzzi	began	to	weave	relations	with	international	pedagogy.	This	is	because	the	approach	recognises	children	as	experts	in	their	own	lives	and	experiences	who	require	responsive	adults	to	express	this	potential	through	guided	experiences.Equally
importantly,	the	educator	is	a	co-learner	with	the	children	which	means	that	through	reading,	collaborating,	and	thinking	alongside	the	children,	they	learn	more	about	their	pedagogy	and	practices.	“Children	are	also	engaged	in	productive	work	like	helping	prepare	food	for	snack	or	sifting	the	woodchips	out	of	the	sand	in	the	sandbox.	Allowing	time
for	learning	conversations	and	reflection	by	children	Write	down	what	the	children	say	in	order	to	be	inspired	about	what	you	do	Principles	and	Practice	100	different	languages	Malaguzzi	believed	that	children,	with	their	infinite	imaginations,	have	a	vast	number	of	ways	to	express	themselves.	Developed	in	northern	Italy	after	the	Second	World	War,
the	Reggio	Emilia	is	a	child-centred	approach	to	early	childhood	education.	Everyone	seems	to	have	an	opinion	about	childcare—and	a	strong	opinion	at	that.	Based	on	the	students’	interests,	teachers	will	set	up	activities	around	a	topic	or	theme.	Apart	from	helping	them	engage	with	real-world	settings,	such	activities	also	provide	opportunities	to
practice	interpersonal	skills	as	they	work	and	play	together.	What	does	a	Reggio	Emilia	classroom	look	like?	After	World	War	II,	the	Italian	government	gave	funds	to	communities	for	rebuilding.	“The	emphasis	on	community	in	a	Reggio	approach	means	that	you	need	to	truly	represent	your	community—not	Reggio	Emilia,	Italy,”	Meyers
says.“Officially,	unlike	Montessori,	there	aren’t	organizations	or	agencies	that	certify	a	school	as	a	‘Reggio	school.’	Identifying	as	Reggio-inspired	holds	us	educators	accountable	to	turn	towards	our	families	and	children	when	developing	our	environments	and	curriculum.”The	four	principles	of	the	Reggio	Emilia	approachYou	could	easily	make	this
educational	philosophy	a	lifelong	study,	but	there	are	four	central	principles	guiding	teachers	in	Reggio	Emilia.Emergent	curriculumThis	means	essentially	that	the	curriculum	for	the	classroom	is	a	mashup	of	the	children’s	interests,	their	families’	communication,	and	the	close	observation	and	notes	teachers	take	on	their	students’	growth	and
exploration.	“We	know	that	children	learn	through	play.	But	what	is	it,	exactly?	Loris	Malaguzzi	continued	as	Director.In	1980,	in	Reggio	Emilia,	Malaguzzi	founded	a	nationwide	organisation	for	early	childhood	education	-	the	Gruppo	Nazionale	Nidi	e	Infanzia	-	with	the	intention	of	creating	a	network	for	a	co-ordination,	discussion	and	impetus	for
experiences	developing	in	various	areas	of	Italy.	If	you’re	looking	to	work	at	or	send	your	child	to	a	Reggio	Emilia	school,	look	for	the	way	the	school	commits	to	encouraging	curiosity,	exploration,	and	expression,	and	how	students	participate	in	every	part	of	the	day.	In	this	sense,	the	‘Hundred	Languages’	become	a	metaphor	for	the	extraordinary
potentials	of	children,	their	knowledge-building	and	creative	processes,	and	the	myriad	forms	with	which	life	is	manifested	and	knowledge	is	constructed.	He	began	writing	as	a	journalist	in	the	late	1930s	and	after	the	war	he	collaborated	with	the	newspapers	Progresso	d’Italia	and	l’Unita.	Conference,	Municipal	Theatre	of	Reggio	Emilia,	1990.	Soon
after	this,	Malaguzzi	began	co-ordinating	Reggio	Emilia’s	municipal	early	childhood	services	and	the	Pedagogical	Co-ordination	Group.Reggio	Emilia	became	the	theatre	of	rich	debate	on	education	and	childhood,	with	several	different	opportunities	for	formative	and	professional	growth.	Students	work	independently	or	in	groups	of	two	or	three.
Service	providers	and	administrators	can	support	the	process	by	allowing	educators	the	time	and	space	for	professional	growth	initiatives	like	attending	workshops,	signing	up	for	courses,	providing	mentors	and	connecting	with	experts	in	the	field.	This	does	not	mean	that	the	ideas	in	Reggio	Emilia	do	not	have	value,	as	they	have	been	incorporated
into	many	preschools,	and	early	education	today	is	much	different	than	it	was	when	Reggio	Emilia	was	started.	Malaguzzi	thought	that	children	had	a	natural	curiosity	and	the	teacher’s	job	was	to	cultivate	and	encourage	that	curiosity.	Those	who	benefit	from	more	structure	may	thrive	with	a	set	curriculum	and	more	direction	by	teachers	than
available	in	a	Reggio	Emilia	classroom.	You	can	choose	to	reach	out	to	three	to	five	families	over	a	week.	Such	objects	offer	children	infinite	possibilities	for	play	as	they	line	up,	scatter,	carry,	knock	about,	take	apart,	put	together	and	redesign	these	parts.	What	makes	it	different	for	young	learners?	Economically	disadvantaged	communities	may	find
it	difficult	to	set	up	and	sustain	resources	and	materials,	like	costumes,	music,	art	supplies	and	other	creative	materials	that	are	necessary	to	facilitate	children’s	learning	in	this	approach.	Basing	the	course	of	study	on	the	children's	interests	creates	a	collaborative	environment	that	can	help	foster	growth.	Documentation	is	another	aspect	that
educators	often	find	challenging	in	the	Reggio	Emilia	method.	So	when	planning	a	project	for	children,	work	up	enthusiasm	about	the	projects	by	introducing	them	as	‘adventures’	and	ensure	that	the	children	have	access	to	required	tools	that	are	made	inviting	and	uncluttered.	They	keep	documentation	in	a	portfolio	for	each	child	throughout	the
year,	allowing	them	to	track	individual	development.Representational	developmentThe	Reggio	Emilia	approach	invites	children	to	present	their	ideas	and	learning	in	many	forms:	print,	art,	drama,	dance,	music,	puppetry,	and	so	on.	They	can	use	child-sized	play	kitchens	or	bedrooms	to	act	out	cooking,	eating	and	bedtime	routines.	Finally,	Reggio
Emilia's	standards	for	educators	can	turn	out	to	be	challenging	for	some	teachers.	It	puts	a	child’s	sense	of	self-worth	and	agency	at	the	heart	of	its	pedagogical	ideas	and	its	practices	are	aimed	at	nurturing	children’s	multiple	capabilities.	Loris	Malaguzzi	at	the	Centro	Medico	Psico-Pedagogico	in	Reggio	Emilia,	1950s	In	the	early	1960s	Malaguzzi
began	trying	out	and	testing	his	ideas	during	Summer	Camps	(which	he	immediately	re-named	Holiday	Homes)	run	by	Reggio	Emilia’s	municipality	at	the	seaside	in	Cesenatico	and	which	he	organized	for	Reggio	Emilia	and	Correggio	municipalities	with	his	friend	and	colleague	Sergio	Masini.	As	a	result,	Reggio	Emilia	classrooms	tend	to	look
different	than	your	average	preschool	with	large	common	spaces,	natural	elements	and	lots	of	accessible	and	curiosity-sparking	materials.Today,	many	schools	describe	themselves	as	Reggio-inspired.	Using	natural	materials	for	open-ended	play;	for	example,	a	pine	cone	can	be	used	as	a	prop	for	dramatic	play	or	an	item	for	construction.	Speakers,
from	left:	Luciano	Corradini,	David	Hawkins,	Loris	Malaguzzi,	Paulo	Freire,	Andrea	Canevaro,	Mario	Lodi.	Inspired	by	Nature,	the	learning	environment	in	this	approach	should	be	aesthetic,	accessible	and	inclusive.	Founder	Loris	Malaguzzi	believed	children	were	in	need	of	a	more	holistic	kind	of	education	after	World	War	II.	Facilitating	emotional
regulation	with	the	use	of	sensory	bins,	calming	spaces	and	time-out	corners.	Tell	me	that	first	(Alice)	-	Knowledges	in	Dialogue	to	Guarantee	Citizenship	to	the	Rights	and	Potentials	of	Children	and	Adults".	In	Reggio	Emilia,	teachers	plan	lessons	based	on	student	interest	and	adjust	lessons	in	real	time	based	on	what	they	are	seeing	in	the	students.
As	in	other	ways,	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	is	less	about	the	surface	look	and	more	about	what	is	really	happening	between	kids,	families	and	teachers.“A	Reggio	Emilia	inspired	environment	is	for	the	children	that	use	it,”	Meyers	says.	It’s	a	fair	question—both	approaches	come	from	Italy	and	both	focus	on	self-direction	and	exploration.	Then,
teachers	will	follow	the	students’	interests	until	the	students	have	learned	everything	they	want	to	know.	Keeping	in	mind	common	topics	like	dinosaurs,	puddles,	and	xylophones	that	attract	young	children	even	if	they	are	not	directly	related	to	literacy	or	numeracy.	Additionally,	it	should	offer	children	the	physical	and	psychological	space	to	express
different	ways	of	learning	or	their	‘Hundred	Languages’	besides	letting	them	practice	social	and	emotional	skills.	Teachers	also	focus	on	teaching	cooperation,	empathy,	and	creative	thinking,	all	skills	that	students	will	use	in	kindergarten	and	beyond.	“A	child	may	be	more	drawn	to	dancing	to	tell	their	stories	than	drawing,	for	example,	and	there	is
room	in	a	Reggio	approach	to	be	excited	about	that	and	help	them	translate	that	strength	into	new	areas.”“Children	can	demonstrate	their	ideas	in	many	different	ways:	dance,	paint,	wire,	clay,	pencil,	nature	materials...other	than	just	number	and	letter,”	says	Marty	Watson,	director	of	the	Dodge	Nature	Center,	a	Reggio-inspired	preschool.	Reggio
Emilia	schools	are	typically	preschool	only—they	do	not	go	beyond	kindergarten.	Use	calmer,	natural	colours	indoors	that	are	more	soothing	to	children	and	use	light-coloured	fabrics	for	table	and	wall	coverings	or	as	hanging	dividers	in	the	room.	According	to	this	approach,	every	child,	individually	and	in	their	relations	with	the	group,	is	a
constructor	of	experiences	to	which	they	are	capable	of	attributing	sense	and	meaning.How	Educators	Can	Design	A	Child-Centred	Curriculum	Observing	children	as	they	play	and	work	together	so	that	their	interests,	aptitudes,	strengths	and	abilities	can	be	identified.	About		Based	on	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	Italian	educator	and	psychologist
Loris	Malaguzzi,	the	approach	is	actually	named	after	a	north	Italian	municipality	that	includes	the	villages	of	Reggiolo,	Sologno,	and	Guastalla.	Image:	New	Orleans	Mom	Planning	in	Reggio	Emilia	schools	takes	a	bottom-up	approach.	Assessment	The	other	major	purpose	of	documentation	is	to	assess	children’s	learning.	Montessori	classrooms	are
multi-age,	with	children	ages	3	to	5	together,	while	Reggio	Emilia	classrooms	are	more	traditional,	with	students	progressing	through	one	classroom	each	year.	In	Reggio	Emilia,	children	are	at	the	center	of	their	learning	and	teachers	guide	children’s	exploration.	He	also	believed	that	children	are	always	looking	to	express	themselves,	and	he	is
known	for	his	idea	that	children	have	“100	languages.”	What	are	the	core	ideas	of	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach?	The	following	article	provides	information	About	Reggio	Emilia,	The	Reggio	Emilia	Environment,	The	Reggio	Curriculum,	Role	Of	The	Educator,	Principles	and	Practices	and	more.	Display	of	children’s	work	is	another	aspect	of	the	Reggio
Emilia	environment	which	should	be	done	in	a	way	as	to	make	children’s	learning	and	experiences	visible	besides	inviting	collaboration	with	educators	and	parents.	The	belief	that	learning	and	growth	can	take	many	forms	is	also	an	issue	of	equity	for	Meyers.	Gianni	Rodari	and	Loris	Malaguzzi,	Reggio	Emilia,	1972	The	construction	of	Loris
Malaguzzi’s	thinking	took	place	in	the	infant-toddler	centres	and	schools,	with	the	children,	in	meetings	with	teachers	and	the	Pedagogical	Co-ordination	Group,	in	meetings	with	the	City	Committees	that	existed	in	each	centre	and	preschool,	and	in	the	halls	of	the	City	Council	meetings	during	the	writing	of	the	Regolamento	‘Rulebook’	(1972)	which
sanctioned	the	foundational	elements	of	Reggio	Emilia’s	work	with	preschool	education.During	these	years	he	travelled	widely	in	Italy	and	Europe,	finding	suggestions	and	ideas,	and	always	holding	the	different	levels	together,	interweaving	several	kinds	of	knowledge.In	1976,	with	Ferruccio	Cremaschi,	Loris	Malaguzzi	accepted	a	proposal	by	Fabbri
Publishers	to	act	as	Director	of	the	early	childhood	journal	“Zerosei”.	This	school	evolved	into	a	sort	of	experimental	workshop,	with	particularly	attention	towards	the	areas	of	motor	skills,	and	the	languages	of	expression.	Collaborate	with	other	educators	and	staff	to	get	a	holistic	picture	of	each	child;	you	can	rope	in,	student	teachers,	parent
volunteers	or	even	older	student	helpers	to	serve	as	a	second	set	of	hands	while	documenting.	Professional	Growth	According	to	the	Reggio	Children	website,	“Professional	growth/formation	is	the	right	and	duty	of	single	workers	and	of	the	group,	included	and	considered	as	part	of	the	working	hours,	and	collegially	organised	in	content,	form,	and
every	single	person’s	ways	of	participating.”	Educators	can	work	towards	professional	growth	by	reading	books	on	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach,	taking	classes	or	observing	a	Reggio-inspired	classroom	in	action.	This	is	especially	important	when	supporting	a	wide	range	of	ages,	abilities	and	learning	styles.	While	working	with	children	with	learning
difficulties,	he	began	experimenting	with	pedagogical	practices,	paying	particular	attention	towards	the	areas	of	motor	skills	and	children’s	multiple	languages	of	expression.	Also,	this	approach	requires	educators	to	continue	professional	development	and	collegial	thinking	which	is	dependent	on	civic	or	organization	resources	in	many	parts	of	the
world.	Pros	and	Cons	Like	every	knowledge	system,	the	Reggio	Emilia	too	has	its	own	set	of	benefits	and	challenges.	encourage	parents	to	volunteer	to	help	in	the	classroom	and	incorporate	Reggio	Emilia's	principles	at	home.	Supporting	children	not	just	to	engage	with	their	environment	but	to	use	their	imagination	to	transform	it	as	well.	Captioning
children’s	work	displays	or	photos	with	discussions	between	adults	and	children.	Often	special	people	established	friendships	and	affinities	with	Malaguzzi	and	the	schools,	including	Bruno	Ciari	and	the	educational	work	of	Bologna,	and	Gianni	Rodari	who	dedicated	his	Grammar	of	Fantasy	to	Reggio	Emilia.	“Consider	sensory	input—what	balance	do
your	children	need	in	regards	to	scent,	colors,	risk	opportunities,	textures,	different	height	levels,	noise	volumes—and	what	do	they	need	in	a	small	group	work	space	versus	an	imaginative	play	space?”No	matter	what	resources	Reggio-inspired	teachers	have	to	work	with,	they	consider	every	element	of	the	space	thoughtfully	to	create	an	atmosphere
where	children	can	feel	a	sense	of	agency	and	creativity.What	does	it	take	to	be	a	Reggio	Emilia	teacher?This	system	of	learning	puts	great	emphasis	on	observation	and	adaptability	in	its	teachers.	While	it	makes	a	great	fit	for	some,	it’s	not	for	everyone.	“A	Reggio-inspired	model	treasures	the	many	ways	children	explore	their	worlds	and	express
themselves,”	says	Chelsea	Meyers,	ECE	educator	at	Hilltop	Children’s	Center.	In	general,	since	Reggio	Emilia	is	a	set	of	ideas	and	philosophies,	not	a	structured	curriculum,	the	research	does	not	ascribe	any	specific	outcomes	to	Reggio	Emilia.	Child	Theorists	and	Their	Theories	in	Practice	-	The	following	is	an	overview	of	popular	child	theorists,	a
brief	description	of	their	theories	and	how	to	implement	their	theories	into	practice	within	the	early	childhood	environment.	Thus	children	can	learn	about	plant	growth	by	actually	planting	seeds	and	growing	plants.	“The	children	negotiate	with	the	teachers	on	which	interests	will	be	studied,”	says	Nancy	Farber,	director	of	Reggio	school	Cushman
Scott.	Thus	children	don’t	just	use	speech	but	a	‘Hundred	Languages’,	like	art,	physicality,	experimentation,	relationships	and	many	other	avenues	as	forms	of	communication	and	expression.	Self-expression	is	an	important	part	of	any	school	that	takes	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach.	It	is	an	enclosed	place,	a	more	silent	place,	a	place	where	we	can	think
more,	and	think	better.”(Loris	Malaguzzi,	in	his	speech	at	the	Kohl	International	Teaching	Awards,	Chicago,	1993)	Loris	Malaguzzi	died	on	30	January	1994.	Meyers	says	this	is	because	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	is	intended	to	adapt	to	the	children	in	the	room—it’s	about	them,	their	specific	families	and	their	communities,	not	a	structured	model.
Facilitating	a	varied	sensory	diet	for	children;	ensure	children	have	access	to	natural	materials	and	objects	like	pebbles,	leaves,	sand,	twigs,	water,	clay,	flowers,	shells,	stones,	fabric,	baskets,	and	art	prints	for	children	to	see,	touch,	and	smell	and	even	hear	them	make	sounds	as	they	are	knocked	or	rolled	about.	There	is	an	emphasis	on	collaboration
and	cooperative	work.	Meyers	says	a	shorthand	reference	for	the	Reggio	Emilia	philosophy	is	“the	hundred	languages,”	a	belief	that	children	use	art,	language,	physicality,	experimentation,	relationships	and	so	many	other	avenues	as	forms	of	communication	and	expression.“When	we	honor	those	hundred	languages,	we	see	our	children’s	learning
and	development	in	layered	ways,	and	the	child	comes	into	sharper	focus	as	a	community	member	and	a	learner,”	Meyers	says.If	you	love	children,	it’s	easy	to	see	the	beauty	in	that	description.	Documentation	An	integral	part	of	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach,	Documentation	refers	to	the	practice	of	collecting	and	displaying	evidence	of	the	different
ways	students	think	and	learn	over	a	specific	period	of	time.	Teachers	track	student	learning	through	work	portfolios.	Role	Of	The	Educator	The	child-centred	principle	of	Reggio	Emilia's	approach	means	that	educators	are	seen	more	of	facilitators	of	children’s	learning	experiences	and	explorations	rather	than	instructors	handing	out	worksheets	and
tasks	to	children.	Italy	was	finally	opening	up	to	international	culture	after	the	years	of	Fascist	dictatorship	and	like	many	young	academics	Malaguzzi	took	the	opportunities	that	were	offered.	Using	Floorbooks	With	Children	In	Early	Childhood	-	The	following	article	provides	information	on	the	Features	Of	A	Floorbook,	Child	Centred	Approach,	How
Educators	Can	Use	Floorbooks	and	more.	Teachers	conduct	planning	sessions	to	compare	their	notes	and	decide	on	projects	and	materials.In-depth	projectsIf	you	are	like	many,	your	early	education	memories	involve	trying	to	sit	still	in	desks	facing	the	front	of	the	room	where	a	teacher	presented	material.	She	explains	that	asking	the	children	to	help
direct	the	course	of	learning	allows	them	to	feel	heard	and	respected,	and	encourages	their	sense	of	self-worth.The	Reggio	Emilia	classroom	environmentMany	of	the	gorgeous	Reggio-inspired	classrooms	you	might	see	online	look	a	little	like	the	inside	of	a	nice	house.	The	exhibition	was	a	synthesis	of	ideas,	thinking	and	experimentation	from
municipal	infant-toddler	centres	and	preschools	and	contributed	to	building	an	extensive	structured	network	of	international	relations.	Incorporating	inclusive	design	and	processes	that	make	the	environment	accessible	to	children	under	three	as	well	as	those	with	additional	needs.	For	teachers?We	asked	ECE	experts	in	Reggio-inspired	education	to
fill	this	picture	with	a	little	more	color.What	is	Reggio	Emilia?Broadly	speaking,	Reggio	Emilia	is	an	approach	to	early	childhood	learning	named	after	the	town	where	it	originated	in	Italy.	Flexibility	is	another	trait	of	learning	by	doing	in	this	approach.	A	Reggio	inspired	teacher	is	an	advocate	for	their	students’	play	and	self-determined	goals.”	She
says	the	role	includes	going	beyond	the	surface	of	what	you	see	your	students	doing	to	consider	the	themes,	developmental	events,	challenges	and	questions	children	are	exploring.“A	teacher	who	is	curious	and	values	children’s	contributions	will	find	a	Reggio-inspired	classroom	very	gratifying.”	Teachers	who	specialize	in	Reggio	Emilia	will	obviously
have	the	option	of	working	at	Reggio-inspired	schools,	but	they	might	also	find	a	great	fit	with	many	types	of	schools.Even	without	being	in	a	Reggio	environment,	teachers	who	love	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	can	find	ways	to	incorporate	those	values.	Seeing	educators	as	co-learners	rather	than	repositories	of	knowledge	and	skills	that	they	would
just	hand	out	to	children.	What	does	a	day	look	like	in	a	Reggio	Emilia	school?	As	the	project	continues,	encourage	the	children	to	observe,	question,	wonder	and	then	use	their	own	insights	to	facilitate	learning.	Giving	children	the	space,	time	and	materials	to	communicate	their	curiosity	and	development	through	body	movements,	paint,	wire,	clay,
pencil,	and	natural	materials,	other	than	just	numbers	and	letters.	Some	ways	you	can	assess	children’s	learning	in	this	approach	are:	Choosing	a	theme	that	is	inspired	by	your	students’	interests;	will	increase	the	chances	of	long-term	engagement	by	children	in	the	project,	thereby	providing	opportunities	for	evaluating	their	learning	over	time.	He
was	interested	in	the	ways	education	was	debated	elsewhere,	and	as	a	member	of	Federation	Internationale	Comunités	d’Enfantes	(FICE)	he	participated	in	the	first	meetings	of	European	pedagogy	held	in	the	post-war	years.He	personally	witnessed	the	evolving	of	self-managed	education	in	the	Reggio	Emilia	countryside,	run	by	the	Italian	Women’s
Union	(UDI),	and	starting	with	the	Villa	Cella	school	which	opened	1947.	It	has	since	been	updated	to	include	information	relevant	to	2020.	In	1985	“Zerosei”	became	“Bambini”	and	was	published	by	Edizioni	Junior.	When	students	show	interest	in	a	topic,	teachers	create	projects	to	encourage	that	interest.	We	are	all	capable	citizens	of	our
community	with	value	to	add.”Go	deeper	into	early	childhood	educationWhile	a	Reggio	Emilia	approach	does	find	inspiration	in	sensory	detail	and	aesthetics,	Meyers	emphasizes	that	it	does	not	rely	on	surface	appearances	to	create	community.	What	makes	a	school	Reggio	Emilia?	Finally,	the	role	of	educators	is	not	just	to	plan	and	guide	but	also	to
inspire	and	model	skills	like	critical	thinking	and	problem-solving.	Some	of	its	biggest	advantages	are:	Making	curriculum	and	practices	child-centred	Giving	equal	importance	to	children’s	myriad	ways	of	expression,	the	Hundred	Languages,	rather	than	prioritizing	numeracy	and	literacy	as	had	been	happening	in	conventional	early	education.	The
widespread	participation	and	solidarity	of	people	of	all	kinds,	and	the	great	attention	given	to	childhood	had	profound	effects	on	his	future	choices	and	thinking.His	reading	was	wide	and	varied,	and	not	only	in	the	field	of	pedagogy.	How	does	the	Reggio	Emilia	philosophy	translate	into	a	day-to-day	classroom	setting?	“It’s	an	environment	that	the
child	can	affect	and	that	tells	each	child	they	belong	there.”	Meyers	says	it’s	a	priority	to	keep	materials	accessible	and	durable	so	children	can	explore	in	an	open-ended	way.“There’s	definitely	an	emphasis	on	natural	materials	which,	for	me,	is	a	call	back	to	the	natural	motivation	to	explore	and	learn	of	childhood,”	Meyers	says.	Image:	Our	Italian
Journey	The	community	built	a	school	for	infants	and	toddlers	by	replacing	materials	destroyed	in	the	war.	Writing	down	or	recording	children’s	thoughts;	these	can	be	digital	voice	files,	exact	words	or	phrases	uttered	by	children	or	discussion	transcripts	from	audio	recordings.	How	To	Incorporate	Principles	Into	Practice	Listening,	observing,
documenting	and	reflecting	on	children’s	words	and	actions;	if	needed,	carry	around	a	clipboard,	and	write	down	conversations	Encouraging	your	learners	to	wonder	and	think.	Over	time,	Reggio	Emilia	became	the	theatre	of	rich	debate	on	education	and	childhood,	with	expanding	avenues	for	formative	and	professional	growth.	Image:	Teton	Science
Literacy	and	math	are	embedded	but	not	explicitly	taught	in	the	instruction.	Local	educator	Loris	Malaguzzi,	who	founded	the	school,	believed	that	children	were	not	“blank	slates”	but	had	the	ability	to	initiate	and	construct	their	own	learning.	The	Reggio	Emilia	approach	is	a	pedagogy	and	educational	philosophy	that	is	geared	towards	early
childhood	and	primary	education.	Since	this	early	education	approach	does	not	abide	by	standardized	tasks	or	tests,	it	uses	documentation	evidence	to	evaluate	what,	how	and	how	much	children	have	learned.	The	primary	purpose	of	pedagogical	documentation	is	to	make	thinking	and	learning	visible	but	there	are	other	functions	too	like	allowing
children	the	opportunity	to	revisit	their	learning	journey	and	communicating	such	learning	to	families.	How	is	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	different	than	Montessori?	How	Educators	Can	Incorporate	The	Principles	Incorporating	print,	art,	drama,	dance,	music,	puppetry,	outdoor	play,	and	gardening	as	various	forms	of	learning.	Featuring	several
mirrors,	doors,	windows	or	courtyards	to	create	a	sense	of	space	and	assurance	interconnected	common	areas	like	an	open	piazza	or	central	common	area	is	often	attached	to	an	open	plan	kitchen,	while	student	artwork	is	showcased	in	galleries	throughout	the	school.	Image:	Newtowne	School	In	a	classroom,	you’ll	also	see	lots	of	student	work	on
display,	often	with	a	description	of	how	the	work	was	created.	This	method	emphasises	self-directed,	experiential	learning	in	relationship-driven	situations	and	is	constructivist	and	child-initiated.	But	in	Reggio	Emilia,	the	learning	is	led	by	each	child,	and	structured	around	projects.	Fostering	agency	in	children	with	strategies	like	flexible	seating
options	that	allow	children	to	decide	whether	they	want	to	work	alone	or	with	each	other;	similarly,	the	use	of	furniture	like	chairs	that	allow	feet	to	touch	the	floor	or	child-height	sinks	and	shelves	all	encourage	children	to	exercise	agency.	Tell	me	that	first	(Alice)	-	Knowledges	in	Dialogue	to	Guarantee	Citizenship	to	the	Rights	and	Potentials	of
Children	and	Adults.	“If	you	are	valuing	a	certain	pretty	outcome	over	a	meaningful	exchange	between	child	and	a	material,	then	that	project	isn’t	serving	your	students.”“A	Reggio	inspired	educator	is	intentional	and	responsive	so	my	best	advice	is	to	make	space	for	honest	reflection	and	conversation	so	that	you	know	why	you’re	doing	what	you’re
doing	and	you	also	are	ready	to	be	engaged	and	curious	when	none	of	the	children	approach	the	material	like	you	thought	they	would.”Now	you	have	at	least	an	introductory	answer	to	what	is	Reggio	Emilia,	but	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg.	However,	there	are	some	aspects	of	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	that	have	turned	out	to	be	challenging	in
practice:	A	child-based	curriculum	may	not	be	appropriate	for	all	children.	Collaboration	with	families	to	ensure	the	best	outcomes	for	children	Giving	attention	to	the	learning	environment	so	that	it	engages,	arouses	curiosity	and	connects	children	to	Nature.	Giving	the	space	for	all	of	these	efforts	to	flourish	helps	each	child	build	confidence	and
excitement	about	their	learning.CollaborationIn	a	Reggio-inspired	classroom,	teachers	encourage	groups	to	work	together	using	dialogue,	comparisons,	negotiations	and	respect.	Relations	developed	with	the	Centro	Educativo	Italo-Svizzero	and	in	the	1970s	–		the	decade	when	the	majority	of	Reggio	Emilia’s	municipal	preschools	and	infant-toddler
centres	opened	–	the	cultural	project	had	already	taken	shape.	Pedagogical	Documentation	-	The	following	article	provides	strategies	for	collecting	pedagogical	documentation	for	future	planning.	Montessori	encourages	students	to	direct	their	experience	from	prepared	activities.	Likewise,	children	can	be	encouraged	to	explore	various	sounds,
musical	notes	and	rhythms	not	just	through	instruments	like	guitars,	tambourines,	bongos,	drums	and	xylophones	but	ordinary	objects	like	bells,	egg	shakers,	bottles	and	bean	shakers.	In	Reggio	Emilia,	the	classroom	materials	are	more	flexible	and	open-ended,	without	any	prescribed	way	of	using	them.	One	study	found	no	significant	effects	of
Reggio	Emilia	programs,	compared	to	other	similar	programs.	In	Montessori,	children	work	through	the	Montessori	curriculum	and	teachers	direct	their	work.	In	1990	Malaguzzi	conceived	personally	oversaw	the	development	of	an	important	international	conference,	Who	am	I	Then?	Children	should	take	part	in	creating	the	curriculum.	This	journal,
with	its	open	debate	on	national	education	policy,	became	an	important	place	of	exchange	for	the	work	underway	in	several	Italian	cities.	Creating	a	nurturing,	home-like	environment	with	little	touches	like	framed	pictures,	a	vase	of	flowers,	or	a	well-worn	comfy	rug	Catering	to	multiple	ways	of	learning;	thus	apart	from	a	maths	table	and	reading
nook,	ensure	that	your	classroom	has	space	for	a	crafts	table,	a	music	corner,	a	set	up	for	carrying	out	experiments,	and	walls	to	put	up	their	artworks.	Loris	Malaguzzi	and	David	Hawkins	at	the	Diana	municipal	preschool,	Reggio	Emilia,	1990	In	1991	“Newsweek”	magazine	cited	the	Diana	preschool,	as	representative	of	all	Reggio	Emilia’s	municipal
infant-toddler	centres	and	preschools,	as	one	of	the	best	ten	schools	in	the	world.	How	Educators	Can	Create	A	Reggio	Emilia-Inspired	Environment	Designing	the	centre	that	is	naturally	ventilated	and	lets	in	ample	sunlight.	This	means	that	instead	of	using	worksheets	or	writing	tasks,	educators	use	projects	and	real-life	experiences	to	facilitate
learning.	The	curriculum	is	built	around	the	values	of	community,	respect,	and	responsibility	via	play,	exploration,	and	discovery.	An	international	Study	Group	visiting	the	Diana	municipal	preschool,	Reggio	Emilia,	1980s	On	reaching	retirement	in1985	Malaguzzi	took	leave	of	his	role	as	Director	of	the	municipal	infant-toddler	centres	and	preschools
but	was	entrusted	by	the	municipality	with	continuing	to	collaborate	on	specific	projects	in	the	schools,	and	with	developing	the	international	work	of	the	Hundred	Languages	of	Children	exhibition.	After	the	devastation	of	the	Second	World	War,	families	and	civic	authorities	in	the	municipality	came	together	to	raise	their	children	in	a	child-led,	play-
based	environment	rather	than	depending	on	expensive	materials	and	equipment.	Sharing	the	big	findings	with	key	stakeholders	like	children,	teachers,	families,	and	policymakers	so	that	they	can	see	the	thinking	that	has	happened.seeking	inputs	from	families	on	how	learning	concepts	are	being	reinforced	at	home	or	r	insights	on	the	child’s	social
and	interpersonal	behaviour.	“A	circle	discussion	may	lead	the	day	into	an	entirely	different	focus,”	Farber	says,	adding	that	teachers	who	love	spontaneity	and	are	flexible	with	change	tend	to	thrive.“As	a	Reggio	inspired	teacher,	I	need	to	be	able	to	reflect	and	take	risks,”	Meyers	says.	You	can	also	set	up	the	classroom	with	props	like	a	toy	cash
register	or	mini	shopping	cart	so	that	they	can	role-play	activities	like	grocery	shopping.	Keeping	equipment,	furniture	and	material	in	good	condition	and	in	a	state	of	repair;	follows	from	the	Reggio	Emilia	belief	that	“Care	of	the	furniture,	the	objects,	and	the	activity	spaces	is	an	educational	act	that	generates	psychological	wellbeing,	a	sense	of
familiarity	and	belonging,	aesthetic	sense,	and	the	pleasure	of	inhabiting.”	The	Reggio	Emilia	Curriculum	The	Regio	Emilia	curriculum	is	co-constructed	with	the	child	and	their	families.	Remaining	abreast	of	popular	kids’	shows	or	cartoon	characters	that	can	be	incorporated	into	the	curriculum.	The	other	aspect	of	this	approach	is	that	it	is
interdisciplinary.	Developing	children’s	questions	and	questioning	skills.	And	both	have	a	focus	on	cultivating	the	right	environment	and	community.	Learning	By	Doing	Reggio	Emilia's	approach	is	known	for	its	hands-on	approach	to	learning.	He	acted	as	President	the	organization	until	1994.During	the	1980s	Loris	Malaguzzi’s	thinking	developed,
increasingly	it	became	the	collective	thinking	of	the	Reggio	Emilia	educational	project	–	thinking	that	evolved	with	many	nuances,	together	with	pedagogistas,	teachers,	atelieristas,	cooks,	auxiliary	staff	and	parents.In	1981	Malaguzzi	had	the	idea	for	the	exhibition	If	the	eye	leaps	over	the	wall.	Apart	from	educators	and	children	working	together,	the
approach	sees	parents	and	the	wider	community	as	being	essential	components	of	the	child’s	learning	process.	As	part	of	the	idea	that	children	communicate	in	100	languages,	students	will	have	many	ways	to	create	art	or	express	themselves	through	language,	gestures,	painting,	shadow	play,	dramatic	play,	writing,	and	more.	To	Practice
Collaboration	With	Parents	and	Communities	Be	in	constant	communication	with	families	through	email,	phone	calls,	or	text.	This	important	human	and	educational	experience		shaped	many	of	his	later	choices.Malaguzzi’s	formation	was	eclectic.	Building	upon	identified	interests	by	asking	what	the	children	already	know	about	that	topic,	or	maybe
asking	the	children	what	they	are	curious	about.	Classroom	layouts	are	open-ended	with	lots	of	opportunities	to	explore	and	interact.	Meyers	advises	looking	for	a	school	that	clearly	empowers	both	children	and	educators	to	create	meaningful	experiences	for	themselves.“For	example,	one	thing	that	drew	me	to	my	center	was	a	program	that	gave
educators	time	and	even	funds	to	work	on	projects	that	addressed	gaps	they	saw,”	Meyers	says.	Facilitating	children’s	role-playing	of	grown-up	routines	and	activities.	Planning	activities	that	help	children	use	their	imagination;	popular	examples	are	dress-up	games	where	children	can	act	as	royalty,	or	animals,	or	wear	clothing	from	global	cultures,
such	as	a	kimono,	dashiki,	or	a	kilt.	References:Loris	Malaguzzi,	Reggio	Children	The	Environment	As	A	Third	Teacher,	ACECQAWhat	Is	Reggio	Emilia,	RasmussenReggio	Emilia	Approach,	Reggio	Children	The	Reggio	Emilia	Approach®	is	an	educational	philosophy	based	on	the	image	of	a	child	with	strong	potentialities	for	development	and	a	subject
with	rights.	They	might	last	a	week	or	two—or	they	might	extend	the	entire	school	year.	Does	research	support	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach?	For	more	articles	like	this	one,	be	sure	to	subscribe	to	our	newsletters	to	find	out	when	they’re	posted!	Loris	Malaguzzi	was	born	in	Correggio	on	23	February	1920.	Open-Ended	Play	Materials	-	The	following
article	provides	information	on		What	are	Open-Ended	Materials,	Benefits	of	Open-Ended	Materials,	the	List	of	Open-Ended	Materials	and	more.	When	did	the	Reggio	Emilia	approach	start?	Be	specific	and	authentic	as	you	share	your	observations	and	reflections	on	their	child.	Hypotheses	for	a	pedagogy	of	vision	(renamed	the	Hundred	Languages	of
Children	–	Narrative	of	the	Possible	in	1987).	International	exposure	and	media	coverage	increased	dramatically	and	Malaguzzi	was	aware	that	–	for	its	own	safeguard,	and	in	order	to	further	develop	its	research	–	the	educational	experience	had	to	find	new	ways	of	welcoming	constant	requests	for	collaborations.From	these	first	ideas	and	thoughts
Reggio	Children	and	the	International	Centre	dedicated	to	Malaguzzi's	name	began	to	take	shape.	Activities	in	the	Centro	Medico	Psico-Pedagogico	and	this	experiences	in	the	Holiday	Homes	often	wove	together.In	1963,	when	the	municipality	opened	its	first	preschool,	the	Robinson	Crusoe,	Loris	Malaguzzi’s	career	was	already	rich	and	varied,	with
experience	of	working	in	early	childhood,	primary	and	adult	education,	and	experience	in	the	municipal	psychology	services	and	summer	camps	with	schoolchildren.In	his	role	as	psychologist	at	the	municipality’s	Centro	Medico	Psico-Pedagogico,	Loris	Malaguzzi	was	asked	to	collaborate	with	the	new	educational	project	of	municipal	preschools.
Image:	Cadence	Education	There	is	no	official	Reggio	Emilia	certification,	so	many	schools	incorporate	the	ideas	to	become	Reggio	Emilia–inspired.	Equipping	classrooms	that	appeal	to	different	senses	and	styles	of	learning	–	these	could	range	from	authentic	art	materials	such	as	watercolours,	clay,	chalk,	and	charcoal	for	the	visual	learner	to	cotton
balls,	sponges,	q-tips,	sticks,	pinecones,	ribbons,	pom-poms,	foam	shapes	for	the	tactile	learner.	Reggio	Emilia	classrooms	are	set	up	to	display	student	work	and	create	lots	of	space	for	projects.	“A	gulf	is	always	needed,	for	men,	for	children,	for	women.	The	classroom	environment	is	a	“third	teacher.”	Children	should	have	time	to	create	and	express
themselves	in	a	variety	of	ways.	He	was	interested	in	theatre,	cinema,	art,	sport,	politics	and	education,	and	actively	participated	in	Reggio	Emilia’s	new	cultural	life.	But	tab	over	to	the	Reggio	Emilia	provider	sites	and	you’ll	see	beautiful	words	in	creative	fonts,	accented	with	pictures	of	smiling	children	playing	with	natural	elements	in	a	bright
classroom.The	reason	for	those	lovely	images	goes	far	deeper	than	aesthetic	style.	Further	Reading	Incorporating	Natural	Materials	In	The	Learning	Environment	-	The	following	article	provides	information	on	Natural	Materials	In	The	Learning	Environment,	Practical	Ideas	With	Natural	Materials	and	more.	Read	more:	What	Is	a	Montessori	School?
Talking	to	families	to	get	a	sense	of	what	interests	their	children.	While	working	in	education	in	Reggio	Emilia,	Malaguzzi	was	also	the	pedagogical	consultant	to	preschools	of	Modena	municipality	from	1968	to	1974.These	were	the	early	years	of	international	meetings	and	exchange,	and	dialogue	with	other	realities	in	Italy.	For	example,	children	can
work	in	groups	to	build	a	huge	“set”	or	stage	with	cardboard	and	paints	so	that	the	classroom	can	become	anything	from	an	underwater	sea	or	vegetable	farm	to	a	tropical	jungle	or	a	fire	station.	The	structure	is	often	more	like	pods	and	areas	than	rows	of	desks.While	a	big,	bright	and	magical	space	would	inspire	anyone,	most	classrooms	don’t	have
those	architectural	luxuries.	Around	Reggio	Emilia,	a	small	town	in	northern	Italy,	the	community	decided	to	invest	in	early	education.	He	began	the	Reggio	Emilia	style	based	on	the	belief	that	every	child	is	unique	and	will	express	their	interests	in	many	different	ways.This	belief	has	practical	impact,	creating	a	co-learning	environment	where
teachers	learn	with	the	children	and	work	in	a	lateral	relationship	as	opposed	to	a	hierarchical	one.	It	should	inspire	curiosity	and	engage	children	through	play	and	exploration.	Arranging	furniture	and	seating	in	ways	to	support	physical	movement	and	social	interaction	so	that	children	can	practice	skills	like	collaboration	and	negotiation.	Including
displays	of	children’s	work	that	are	uncluttered	and	involving	children	in	making	decisions	about	whose	work	is	displayed	and	how	these	are	changed.	There	are	no	sets	of	materials,	but	students	can	draw	from	everything	from	art	(clay,	paint)	and	natural	materials	(wood,	plants)	to	modern	technology,	depending	on	the	community.	That	partnership
is	also	intended	to	encompass	the	parents	and	community	of	each	child.Reggio	Emilia	also	revolves	around	the	children’s	senses,	relying	on	sight,	sound,	touch	and	even	taste	and	smell	to	assist	with	learning.
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