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Explore	rmqi,	the	vibrant	gateway	to	Chinas	Silk	Road,	blending	Uyghur	culture,	stunning	landscapes,	and	bustling	bazaars	in	a	unique	fusion.	Chinese	dumplings	are	made	from	wheat	flour	wrappers	filled	with	minced	meat,	vegetables,	or	seafood.	Fillings	vary	by	region	and	style.	For	individuals	born	in	2004,	the	year	2025	will	bring	a	mix	of
opportunities	and	challenges,	marked	by	a	focus	on	growth	and	personal	development.	Shanghai	and	Hong	Kong	are	1,227	km	apart.	Learn	the	distance,	travel	options,	and	tips	for	flying,	taking	the	train,	or	driving	between	the	cities.	For	individuals	born	in	1954,	the	year	2025	is	expected	to	be	a	time	of	peace,	stability,	and	careful	management.	The
Year	of	the	Goat	is	the	eighth	sign	in	the	traditional	Chinese	zodiac,	corresponding	to	the	Earthly	Branch	Wei	().	It	symbolizes	gentleness,	good	fortune,	and	wealth.	Are	you	curious	about	the	diverse	ways	to	greet	someone	in	Chinese?	How	do	you	say	hello	in	Chinese?	is	a	common	question	among	language	enthusiasts.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,
well	explore	the	20	best	ways	to	say	hello	in	Chinese,	providing	insights	into	the	cultural	significance	and	linguistic	nuances.	Whether	youre	a	traveler,	language	learner,	or	simply	curious	about	different	cultures,	this	article	will	uncover	the	various	ways	to	say	hello	in	Chinese.	You	might	be	surprised	to	learn	that	Chinese	has	several	different
greetings.	We	will	explore	how	to	say	hello	in	Chinese,	including	the	characters,	Pinyin	pronunciation,	formality,	and	their	English	translations.	(n	ho)	is	the	most	common	way	to	say	hello	in	Chinese.	(	n	ho	)	literally	translates	into	you	good.	and	its	Pinyin	pronunciation	is	nee	hao.	It	balances	politeness	and	neutrality,	making	it	appropriate	for	most
social	interactions.	conveys	a	warm,	friendly	tone,	helping	to	establish	a	positive	and	respectful	atmosphere	for	conversation.	In	fact,	the	most	common	situation	in	which	native	Chinese	speakers	use	this	word	is	when	meeting	someone	new.	is	also	occasionally	used	as	a	written	greeting	from	a	superior	to	a	subordinate.	In	Mandarin	Chinese,	(nn	ho)
is	a	formal	and	polite	form	to	say	hello	in	Chinese.	The	Pinyin	pronunciation	is	neen	hao.	The	first	word	used	is	still	a	rising	tone.	This	greeting	is	more	polite	than	the	standard	(n	ho)	and	is	typically	used	when	addressing	someone	of	higher	status,	such	as	elders,	superiors,	or	in	professional	settings.	The	Chinese	character	(nn)	is	a	respectful	form	of
(n),	with	the	radical	meaning	heart	subtly	implying	that	the	greeting	is	more	heartfelt	and	sincere.	Nin	hao	is	a	perfect	example	of	Chinese	greetings	reflecting	the	cultures	emphasis	on	respect	and	politeness.	Its	an	essential	phrase	in	learning	Chinese,	especially	when	you	want	to	show	extra	courtesy	in	your	interactions	with	the	Chinese	language.	(n
men	ho)	is	a	greeting	commonly	used	in	Mandarin	Chinese	to	address	a	group	of	people.	The	pronunciation	is	nee	mun	hao,	which	translates	to	hello,	everyone	in	English.	This	greeting	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	occasions,	such	as	meetings,	gatherings,	or	when	addressing	a	group	of	friends	or	colleagues.	It	maintains	a	polite	and
inclusive	tone,	acknowledging	the	presence	of	multiple	individuals	and	expressing	goodwill	towards	the	entire	group.	This	kind	of	greeting	is	used	for	a	large	group	of	people.	This	states	directly	to	everyone	good.	The	character	(d)	means	big	and	(ho)	means	good.	These	words	are	used	to	address	a	group	of	three	or	more	people.	If	youve	taken	a
Mandarin	class	or	will	start	one	soon,	your	teacher	will	most	likely	address	the	entire	class	with	(dji	ho).	This	Chinese	greeting	is	a	way	to	address	a	group	and	greet	them	collectively.	Its	a	versatile	expression	that	can	be	used	with	friends,	classmates,	an	audience,	and	more,	making	it	suitable	for	various	social	contexts.	in	English	is	commonly
translated	as	hi.	Young	people	in	urban	areas	use	it	as	an	informal	greeting	to	greet	friends	and	others	around	their	age.	People	typically	use	in	casual	settings,	such	as	when	communicating	with	friends,	colleagues,	or	acquaintances,	conveying	a	relaxed	and	friendly	tone.	These	informal	greetings	are	great	for	addressing	Chinese	friends	around	your
own	age.	It	conveys	a	relaxed	and	friendly	atmosphere,	being	less	formal	but	still	polite.	The	word	expresses	warmth	and	enthusiasm,	making	it	suitable	for	everyday	interactions.	is	the	Chinese	way	of	asking	How	are	you?	It	is	commonly	used	in	both	casual	and	polite	conversations,	similar	to	the	English	greeting.	The	phrase	consists	of	(n)	meaning
you	and	(ho	ma),	which	is	a	question	asking	if	someone	is	well	or	fine.	You	typically	use	this	phrase	to	check	on	someones	well-being,	either	when	meeting	them	for	the	first	time	or	catching	up	with	friends	and	acquaintances.	can	be	used	in	most	contexts,	though	it	may	sound	more	formal	than	a	simple	How	are	you?	in	English,	depending	on	the
relationship	between	the	speakers.	It	expresses	concern	and	a	desire	to	know	how	the	person	is	doing,	making	it	suitable	for	both	social	and	professional	settings.	(zo	n)	is	a	common	way	to	say	hello	in	Chinese	for	good	morning.It	is	a	quick	way	to	say	hello	in	the	morning	and	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	settings.	This	greeting	is
considered	polite	and	carries	a	neutral	formality,	making	it	appropriate	for	various	social	interactions.	It	conveys	a	friendly	and	positive	tone,	wishing	the	recipient	a	good	start	to	the	day.	You	can	use	Good	morning	in	Chinese	as	(zo	shang	ho)	to	greet	people	in	the	morning.	The	correct	pronunciation	is	zow	shung	how.	This	expression	is	suitable	for
both	formal	and	informal	situations	and	can	be	used	with	anyone,	from	friends	and	family	to	colleagues	or	strangers.	You	can	also	keep	it	short	and	casual	and	say	!	(zo),	simply	meaning	morning!	There	are	no	specific	restrictions	on	who	can	use	it,	making	it	a	flexible	and	common	greeting	in	Mandarin	Chinese.	Whether	youre	starting	your	day	with	a
close	friend	or	addressing	a	group	in	a	professional	setting,	is	the	perfect	way	to	say	Good	morning	in	Chinese.	in	English	is	commonly	translated	as	good	afternoon.	It	is	a	greeting	used	during	the	afternoon	hours.	The	pronunciation	is	woo	an.	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	occasions	when	you	want	to	greet	someone	or	wish	them	a	pleasant
afternoon.	This	greeting	conveys	a	friendly	and	gentle	atmosphere	and	is	considered	polite	and	moderately	formal.	Whether	you	are	interacting	with	friends,	colleagues,	or	strangers,	Good	afternoon	is	a	courteous	and	appropriate	way	to	acknowledge	the	time	of	day.	(zhng	w	ho)	is	another	way	to	say	hello	during	the	noon	hours.	The	pronunciation	is
zhong	woo	how.	It	translates	to	good	noon	in	English.	This	greeting	is	appropriate	for	both	formal	and	informal	situations	when	you	want	to	wish	someone	a	good	day	during	the	midday.	It	carries	a	polite	and	moderately	formal	tone,	making	it	suitable	for	various	social	interactions.	By	using	good	noon,	you	convey	a	friendly	and	respectful	attitude,
acknowledging	the	specific	time	of	day	and	extending	well	wishes.	However,	not	many	Chinese	people	greet	like	this,	and	this	is	rarely	spoken	in	Chinese	culture.	Specially	tailored	for	kids	aged	3-18	around	the	world!	Get	started	free!	in	English	is	commonly	translated	as	goodnight.	It	is	a	farewell	greeting	used	in	the	evening	hours.	The
pronunciation	is	wahn	an.	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	situations	when	you	want	to	bid	someone	goodnight	or	wish	them	a	peaceful	evening	and	a	restful	sleep.	This	farewell	conveys	a	friendly	and	caring	attitude	and	is	considered	moderately	formal.	Whether	you	are	saying	goodbye	to	friends,	family,	or	colleagues,	using	good	night
expresses	your	concern	and	wishes	for	a	calm	night	and	pleasant	dreams.	in	English	can	be	translated	as	good	evening.	It	is	a	common	greeting	used	in	the	evening	hours.	The	pronunciation	is	wahn	shahng	how.	This	greeting	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	occasions	when	you	want	to	greet	someone	or	wish	them	a	pleasant	evening.	It
carries	a	polite	and	moderately	formal	tone,	making	it	appropriate	for	various	social	interactions.	in	English	can	be	translated	as	excuse	me	or	may	I	ask.	It	is	a	polite	phrase	in	Chinese	to	ask	a	question,	seek	assistance,	or	get	someones	attention.	The	pronunciation	is	ching	wun.	often	appears	in	both	formal	and	informal	situations.	It	is	polite	and
respectful,	making	it	appropriate	for	various	social	interactions.	By	using	excuse	me	or	may	I	ask,	you	convey	a	courteous	attitude	while	seeking	information	or	engaging	in	a	conversation.	in	English	can	be	translated	as	please	come	in.	It	is	a	polite	invitation	commonly	used	in	Chinese	when	welcoming	someone	into	a	room,	office,	or	place.	The
pronunciation	is	ching	jin.	is	suitable	for	formal	occasions	and	conveys	a	courteous	and	welcoming	attitude,	showing	respect	to	the	person	being	invited.	By	using	please	come	in,	you	express	your	willingness	to	have	the	person	enter	and	make	them	feel	comfortable	and	valued.	This	phrase	is	commonly	used	when	receiving	guests,	visitors,	or
colleagues.	in	English	can	be	translated	as	please	have	a	seat	or	please	take	a	seat.	It	is	a	polite	phrase	in	Chinese	to	invite	someone	to	sit	down,	often	in	formal	or	respectful	settings.	The	pronunciation	is	ching	tsoh.	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	occasions,	and	it	conveys	a	polite	and	respectful	tone.	By	using	please	have	a	seat,	you	express
your	willingness	to	provide	comfort	and	hospitality	to	the	person	you	are	addressing.	This	phrase	is	commonly	used	when	hosting	guests,	conducting	meetings,	or	in	any	situation	where	you	want	to	offer	someone	a	seat.	The	English	translation	of	is	keep	it	up	or	you	can	do	it.	It	is	a	common	phrase	in	Chinese	to	encourage	and	support	others.	The
pronunciation	is	jyah	yo.	You	can	use	in	various	situations	to	motivate	someone	to	work	hard,	whether	they	are	studying,	working,	or	competing.	This	phrase	conveys	a	positive	attitude	and	serves	as	a	source	of	encouragement.	By	using	keep	it	up	or	you	can	do	it,	you	express	support	for	someones	efforts	and	encourage	them	to	persevere	and
overcome	challenges	to	achieve	success.	This	is	a	common	phrase	in	sports	competitions,	schools,	workplaces,	and	other	contexts.	You	can	translate	into	English	as	long	time	no	see.	It	is	a	common	greeting	used	in	Chinese	to	express	that	it	has	been	a	while	since	the	last	meeting	or	encounter.	The	pronunciation	is	how	jyoh	boo	jee-ehn.	You	can	use
in	both	formal	and	informal	situations	when	greeting	someone	you	havent	seen	for	a	long	time.	This	phrase	conveys	a	friendly	and	warm	attitude,	expressing	joy	and	delight	at	the	reunion	after	a	long	separation.	This	is	a	great	phrase	to	use	if	you	havent	seen	someone	for	a	long	time.	If	you	break	down	the	Mandarin	characters,	youll	see	that	its	a
very	literal	translation.	By	using	long	time	no	see,	you	acknowledge	the	length	of	time	since	the	last	meeting	and	express	anticipation	and	welcome	for	the	reunion.	This	is	a	common	greeting	used	among	friends,	colleagues,	or	even	family	members.	in	English	can	be	translated	as	May	I	ask	for	your	surname?	It	is	a	polite	phrase	commonly	used	in
Chinese	when	inquiring	about	someones	last	name.	The	pronunciation	is	neen	gway	shing.	You	can	use	in	formal	situations	to	ask	a	stranger	or	a	person	of	high	status	for	their	surname.	This	phrase	conveys	a	sense	of	respect	and	politeness,	showing	interest	in	the	persons	identity.	By	using	May	I	ask	for	your	surname?	you	express	politeness	and
humility,	demonstrating	respect	for	the	persons	privacy	and	status.	This	is	a	commonly	used	phrase	in	business	settings,	formal	introductions,	or	initial	social	encounters.	Similar	to	asking	How	are	you?	in	English,	Have	you	eaten?	is	a	common	greeting	in	Chinese	culture,	especially	among	friends	and	acquaintances.	The	phrase	(n	ch	le	ma)	is	not
meant	to	inquire	about	hunger	but	rather	serves	as	a	casual	way	of	saying	hello	in	Chinese.	If	the	response	is	not	yet,	its	common	for	the	conversation	to	lead	to	a	quick	meal	or	snack	invitation.	A	typical	reply	would	be	,	?	(chle,	n	ne?),	the	literal	translation	of	Ive	eaten,	and	you?	This	expression	reflects	the	Chinese	cultures	emphasis	on	caring	for
others	and	maintaining	strong	social	connections,	as	it	shows	interest	in	the	other	persons	well-being.	Just	like	the	Western	greeting	How	are	you?	its	a	way	to	express	concern	and	warmth,	reinforcing	the	importance	of	relationships	in	Chinese	society.	This	is	another	way	for	a	friend	or	acquaintance	to	say	hello.	If	a	person	asks	you	how	you	have
been,	its	not	an	invitation	to	dissect	on	personal	details.	Its	simply	a	casual	way	to	say	Hey,	how	are	you?	without	using	those	exact	words.	Another	phrase	that	you	can	use	in	these	scenarios	is	.	(n	znme	hu	zi	zh?)	The	Chinese	version	of	this	greeting	phrase	is	similar	to	saying,	What	are	you	doing	here?	In	English,	you	can	think	of	it	as	saying,	OMG,
what	are	you	doing	here!	Yes,	n	ho	()	is	a	common	greeting	in	China,	especially	as	a	standard	greeting	in	both	formal	and	informal	situations.	However,	its	not	always	the	go-to	greeting	in	casual	conversations,	especially	among	friends	or	younger	people.	In	more	relaxed	settings,	Chinese	speakers	might	use	other	greetings	like	(hi),	which	is	similar	to
saying	hi	in	English.	But	n	ho	remains	one	of	the	most	widely	recognized	and	used	greetings.	The	most	famous	and	widely	used	greeting	in	China	is	(n	ho),	which	translates	to	Hello	or	Hi.	The	literal	meaning	of	is	you	good.	Its	the	most	common	phrasd	to	say	hello	in	Chinese.	For	more	formal	situations,(nn	ho)	is	a	polite	version	of	addressing	someone
respectfully,	especially	elders	or	superiors.	Young	people,	however,	often	use	more	casual	greetings	like	(hi),	similar	to	hi	in	English.	The	typical	response	to	n	ho	ma?	(?)	which	means	How	are	you?	is:	(w	hn	ho,	xixi)	Im	very	well,	thank	you.	You	can	also	respond	with	other	variations	based	on	how	you	feel:	(w	b	cu)	Im	good.	(hi	ho)	Im	okay.	(b	ti	ho)
Not	so	good.	If	you	want	to	ask	the	same	question	back,	you	can	say	?	(n	ne?),	which	means	And	you?	Did	you	have	a	good	time	learning	all	the	basic	Chinese	greeting	phrases?	In	conclusion,	mastering	the	art	of	saying	hello	in	Chinese	opens	the	door	to	cultural	understanding	and	meaningful	connections.	From	the	universally	known	Ni	Hao	to	the
more	nuanced	regional	variations,	each	greeting	reflects	the	richness	of	Chinese	language	and	tradition.	So,	the	next	time	you	find	yourself	wondering,	how	do	you	say	hello	in	Chinese?	remember	these	20	Chinese	greetings	as	your	linguistic	passport	to	China.	If	youre	interested	in	learning	to	write	the	Chinese	characters	for	Chinese	greetings,
consider	using	WuKong	Chinese	to	practice.	Start	your	journey	into	the	captivating	world	of	Chinese	ways	of	saying	hello	today.	Specially	tailored	for	kids	aged	3-18	around	the	world!	Get	started	free!	Masters	degree	in	Chinese	language	and	philology.	She	has	8	years	of	international	Chinese	education	experience,	6	years	of	international	Chinese
first-line	teaching	experience,	and	2	years	of	international	Chinese	teaching	and	research	experience,	including	Chinese	pinyin	teaching,	Chinese	character	teaching,	and	Chinese	entrance	exam	teaching.	She	is	also	responsible	for	the	development	of	Wukongs	original	content	and	curriculum	design	and	development.When	learning	a	new	language,
one	of	the	first	things	youll	want	to	master	is	how	to	greet	people.	In	Chinese,	greetings	arent	just	about	the	words	themselves	but	also	about	the	cultural	context	and	how	you	deliver	them.	Whether	youre	meeting	someone	for	the	first	time,	catching	up	with	a	friend,	or	showing	respect	to	a	colleague,	knowing	how	to	say	hello	or	how	are	you	in
Chinese	is	essential.This	article	will	guide	you	through	the	common	Chinese	greetings,	provide	helpful	examples,	and	explore	the	cultural	significance	behind	each	expression.	By	the	end,	youll	be	ready	to	confidently	greet	others	in	Chinese!1.	Common	Ways	to	Say	Hello	in	ChineseIn	Mandarin	Chinese,	there	are	several	ways	to	say	hello	depending
on	the	situation,	level	of	formality,	and	even	the	time	of	day.	Here	are	the	most	widely	used	greetings:1.1	(N	ho)	HelloThe	most	common	way	to	greet	someone	in	Chinese	is	(n	ho).	Its	simple,	polite,	and	versatile,	making	it	suitable	for	almost	any	situation.	The	literal	translation	is	you	good,	which	conveys	a	friendly	and	respectful	tone.Usage:	Can	be
used	with	strangers,	acquaintances,	or	friends.Pronunciation	tip:	N	sounds	like	nee,	and	ho	sounds	like	how	(with	a	rising	tone	on	the	h).Example:Person	A:	(N	ho!)Person	B:	(N	ho!)1.2	(Nn	ho)	Hello	(Polite)For	situations	where	you	want	to	show	extra	respect,	such	as	when	speaking	to	an	older	person	or	someone	in	authority,	you	should	use	(nn	ho).
The	word	(nn)	is	the	polite	version	of	(n),	meaning	you.Usage:	Formal	settings,	speaking	to	elders,	or	addressing	someone	with	higher	status.Pronunciation	tip:	Nn	sounds	like	neen,	and	ho	remains	the	same.Example:Person	A:	(Nn	ho!)Person	B:	(Nn	ho!)1.3	(Wi)	Hello	(Phone	Greeting)When	answering	the	phone	or	calling	someone,	you	can	use	(wi),
which	is	the	standard	way	to	say	hello	in	Chinese	telephone	conversations.Usage:	Answering	the	phone,	casual	phone	conversation.Pronunciation	tip:	Wi	sounds	like	way.Example:Person	A:	(Wi!)Person	B:	(Wi,	n	ho!)2.	How	to	Ask	How	Are	You?	in	ChineseAsking	How	are	you?	is	another	important	social	interaction.	In	Chinese,	this	greeting	is	a	bit
more	formal	and	often	used	when	you	want	to	know	how	someone	is	doing.2.1	(N	ho	ma?)	How	are	you?The	most	common	way	to	ask	How	are	you?	is	(n	ho	ma?).	It	literally	means	Are	you	good?	and	is	commonly	used	in	casual	settings.Usage:	Used	with	friends,	family,	or	people	you	know	well.Pronunciation	tip:	N	sounds	like	nee,	ho	like	how,	and	ma
is	pronounced	like	mah	(neutral	tone).Example:Person	A:	(N	ho!	N	ho	ma?)Person	B:	(W	hn	ho,	xixi!)	Im	good,	thank	you!2.2	(Zujn	znme	yng?)	Hows	it	going?If	youre	looking	for	something	a	bit	more	informal,	(zujn	znme	yng?)	means	Hows	it	going?	or	How	have	you	been	recently?	This	greeting	shows	interest	in	someones	recent	life.Usage:	Casual
conversations	with	friends	or	people	you	know.Pronunciation	tip:	Zujn	sounds	like	zway-jeen,	znme	like	dzuh-muh,	and	yng	like	yahng.Example:Person	A:	(Zujn	znme	yng?)Person	B:	(Tng	ho	de!)	Pretty	good!2.3	(Znme	yng?)	Hows	it?This	is	an	even	more	casual	way	of	asking	how	someone	is.	Its	commonly	used	between	close	friends	or	peers	and	can
be	translated	as	Hows	it?	or	Hows	everything?Usage:	Close	friends	or	informal	contexts.Pronunciation	tip:	Znme	sounds	like	dzuh-muh	and	yng	like	yahng.Example:Person	A:	(Znme	yng?)Person	B:	(Hi	xng!)	Its	fine!3.	Other	Ways	to	Greet	Someone	in	ChineseBesides	the	standard	greetings,	there	are	several	other	ways	to	say	hello	or	check	in	with
someone	depending	on	the	time	of	day	or	the	situation.3.1	(Zoshang	ho)	Good	MorningIf	youre	meeting	someone	in	the	morning,	(zoshang	ho)	is	the	way	to	say	Good	morning.	Its	a	friendly	and	polite	greeting,	suitable	for	both	formal	and	casual	interactions.Usage:	Morning	greetings,	both	formal	and	informal.Pronunciation	tip:	Zoshang	sounds	like
dzow-shahng,	and	ho	like	how.Example:Person	A:	(Zoshang	ho!)Person	B:	(Zoshang	ho!)3.2	(Xiw	ho)	Good	AfternoonIn	the	afternoon,	you	can	greet	someone	with	(xiw	ho),	which	means	Good	afternoon.	While	not	as	commonly	used	as	Good	morning,	its	still	a	polite	greeting	for	the	afternoon	hours.Usage:	Afternoon	greetings,	polite	or
formal.Pronunciation	tip:	Xiw	sounds	like	shyah-woo.Example:Person	A:	(Xiw	ho!)Person	B:	(Xiw	ho!)3.3	(Wnshang	ho)	Good	EveningTo	greet	someone	in	the	evening,	(wnshang	ho)	is	used.	Its	a	polite	greeting	for	anyone	you	meet	during	the	later	part	of	the	day.Usage:	Evening	greetings.Pronunciation	tip:	Wnshang	sounds	like	wahn-
shahng.Example:Person	A:	(Wnshang	ho!)Person	B:	(Wnshang	ho!)4.	Cultural	Significance	of	Chinese	GreetingsUnderstanding	the	cultural	nuances	of	Chinese	greetings	is	just	as	important	as	learning	the	phrases	themselves.	Here	are	some	key	points	to	consider	when	greeting	someone	in	Chinese	culture:4.1	Formality	and	RespectChinese	culture
places	a	great	deal	of	emphasis	on	respect	and	hierarchy.	Using	the	right	level	of	formality	in	your	greeting	shows	that	you	acknowledge	the	other	persons	status	and	your	relationship.	For	example,	addressing	an	elder	or	boss	with	(nn	ho)	instead	of	(n	ho)	demonstrates	politeness.4.2	Asking	About	Someones	Well-BeingIn	Chinese	culture,	asking	How
are	you?	is	often	more	than	just	a	formality;	its	a	way	to	show	genuine	concern	for	someones	health	and	happiness.	Its	common	for	people	to	ask	about	health,	especially	if	someone	looks	tired	or	stressed.5.	Conclusion:	Mastering	Chinese	GreetingsBy	now,	you	should	feel	more	confident	about	greeting	people	in	Chinese.	Whether	youre	using	(n	ho),
asking	(n	ho	ma?),	or	offering	a	more	specific	greeting	like	(zoshang	ho),	youll	be	ready	to	interact	politely	and	naturally	in	a	variety	of	situations.	When	traveling	to	China,	one	of	the	most	important	things	to	learn	is	how	to	communicate	with	the	locals.	While	many	people	may	be	familiar	with	basic	phrases	like	hello	and	thank	you,	there	are	many
other	ways	to	express	yourself	in	Chinese.	One	of	the	most	common	greetings	is	good	day,	which	is	an	essential	phrase	to	know	when	interacting	with	Chinese	people.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	different	ways	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese,	as	well	as	some	other	important	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	China.Why	Learn	How	to	Say	Good	Day
in	Chinese?	When	traveling	to	a	foreign	country,	its	essential	to	learn	a	few	basic	phrases	in	the	local	language.	Not	only	will	it	help	you	navigate	the	country	more	easily,	but	it	will	also	show	respect	for	the	culture	and	people.	In	China,	learning	how	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese	can	go	a	long	way	in	making	a	positive	impression	on	the	locals.	Its	a
simple	yet	effective	way	to	show	your	appreciation	for	the	culture	and	people,	and	it	can	help	you	build	connections	with	the	people	you	meet.Basic	Phrases	to	Know	When	Traveling	to	ChinaBefore	we	dive	into	the	different	ways	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese,	its	essential	to	know	some	basic	phrases	to	get	you	started.	Here	are	a	few	essential	phrases	to
know	when	traveling	to	China:N	ho	():	HelloZi	jin	():	GoodbyeQng	():	Excuse	me/PleaseHow	to	Say	Good	Day	in	ChineseNow	that	weve	covered	some	basic	phrases,	lets	dive	into	the	different	ways	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese.	Here	are	a	few	options:Option	1:	(Zhng	wn	ho)This	is	one	of	the	most	common	ways	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese.	It	literally
means	morning	good	and	is	used	until	around	lunchtime.	For	example:	Good	morning:	(Zhng	wn	ho)	(See	Also:	How	to	Say	F*	in	German?	The	Ultimate	Guide)Good	afternoon:	(Zhng	wn	ho)Option	2:	(Xi	w	ho)This	phrase	literally	means	afternoon	good	and	is	used	from	around	lunchtime	until	late	afternoon.	For	example:	Good	afternoon:	(Xi	w
ho)Option	3:	(Wn	shng	ho)This	phrase	literally	means	evening	good	and	is	used	from	around	late	afternoon	until	nightfall.	For	example:Good	evening:	(Wn	shng	ho)Other	Important	Phrases	to	KnowIn	addition	to	saying	good	day	in	Chinese,	there	are	a	few	other	important	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	China.	Here	are	a	few	essentials:	(See	Also:
How	to	Say	Come	In	Asl?	Easily	In	Sign	Language)	Ni	Hao,	wo	xie	xie	():	Hello,	thank	you	(used	when	entering	a	shop	or	restaurant)Qng	n	bng	wn	():	Excuse	me,	can	you	help	me?W	b	l	ji	():	I	dont	understand	(used	when	you	dont	understand	something)Xi	xi	n	():	Thank	you	very	much	(used	when	leaving	a	shop	or	restaurant)ConclusionIn	conclusion,
learning	how	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese	is	an	essential	part	of	traveling	to	China.	By	knowing	a	few	basic	phrases,	you	can	show	respect	for	the	culture	and	people,	and	make	a	positive	impression	on	the	locals.	Remember	to	use	the	correct	phrase	depending	on	the	time	of	day,	and	dont	be	afraid	to	ask	for	help	if	you	need	it.	With	a	little	practice,
youll	be	saying	good	day	in	Chinese	like	a	pro	in	no	time.RecapHeres	a	quick	recap	of	what	weve	covered:The	importance	of	learning	basic	phrases	in	ChineseBasic	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	ChinaThe	different	ways	to	say	good	day	in	ChineseOther	important	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	ChinaFAQsQ:	What	is	the	most	common	way	to
say	good	day	in	Chinese?A:	The	most	common	way	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese	is	(Zhng	wn	ho),	which	is	used	until	around	lunchtime.Q:	Can	I	use	(Zhng	wn	ho)	in	the	evening?A:	No,	its	best	to	use	(Wn	shng	ho)	in	the	evening,	which	literally	means	evening	good.Q:	What	if	Im	not	sure	what	time	of	day	it	is?A:	If	youre	not	sure	what	time	of	day	it	is,	you
can	use	(Xi	w	ho),	which	means	afternoon	good	and	is	used	from	around	lunchtime	until	late	afternoon.	(See	Also:	How	to	Say	Excuse	Me	in	Chinese?	Essential	Phrases)Q:	What	are	some	other	important	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	China?A:	Some	other	important	phrases	to	know	when	traveling	to	China	include	hello,	thank	you,	excuse	me,
and	I	dont	understand.Q:	Is	it	necessary	to	learn	how	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese?A:	While	its	not	necessary	to	learn	how	to	say	good	day	in	Chinese,	its	a	great	way	to	show	respect	for	the	culture	and	people,	and	can	help	you	build	connections	with	the	locals.	When	learning	new	languages,	knowing	how	to	say	Hello	or	Hi	is	one	of	the	first	things	we
usually	learn	to	say.	Even	if	thats	the	only	word	we	can	speak,	most	natives	will	be	pleased	to	hear	that	youve	made	an	effort	to	speak	Chinese	(or	any	language).Get	this	post	as	a	PDF	to	study	it	later!Weve	put	together	a	list	of	the	most	common	Chinese	greetings	you	should	learn	if	youre	studying	Mandarin.	Its	helpful	to	know	in	which	context	to
use	these	greetings	and	which	ones	will	help	you	sound	more	fluent	and	natural.Basic	Chinese	greetingsYoull	see	that	many	of	these	greetings	follow	the	same	sentence	pattern:Noun	+	How	to	say	hello	in	Chinese1.	(n	ho)	HelloYou	might	have	already	come	across	the	word	(n	ho)	or	Hello,	in	Chinese.	While	it	is	a	common	way	to	say	Hello	in
Mandarin,	there	are	more	casual	phrases	to	use	with	friends	instead.	For	many	young	Chinese	people,	(n	ho)	is	becoming	less	fashionable	and	is	seen	as	too	formal	to	be	used	between	friends	and	colleagues.CHINESE	TIP:If	both	words	have	the	3rd	tone,	change	the	first	word	to	the	second	tone	in	spoken	Chinese.	Learn	more	about	tone	rules	here.
(nn)	is	used	when	addressing	someone	older	or	in	a	respected	position,	whether	at	work	or	in	the	family.	So,	is	a	more	formal	way	to	say	Hello.The	following	three	are	more	modern	and	commonly	used	ways	to	say	hello	between	friends,	colleagues,	and	classmates.	All	three	of	them	have	been	translated	using	transliteration,	replacing	the	original
English	word	with	a	Chinese	character	that	sounds	the	same	or	similar.	This	is	often	done	with	brands,	place	names,	and	people.	These	types	of	words	are	becoming	more	fashionable	among	younger	people	in	China.It	is	literally	translated	to	You	good?	and	is	often	taught	to	students	as	an	essential	Chinese	phrase,	but	its	rarely	used	nowadays.	Even
in	English,	when	you	think	about	it,	we	rarely	ask	How	are	you?,	and	its	now	similar	amongst	young	Chinese.Asking	if	someone	has	eaten	yet	is	a	more	common	way	to	ask	how	are	you?.	Showing	concern	for	a	friend	or	acquaintances	health	is	common	within	Chinese	culture.	You	will	hear	it	most	often	spoken	between	neighbors	within	a	garden
during	their	evening	walk	after	supper.This	phrase	can	sometimes	be	used	to	ask,	Do	you	have	time?,	especially	if	you	call	during	lunch	or	dinner	time.Unlike	in	English,	where	we	can	say	good	morning	for	the	whole	morning,	in	Chinese,	the	morning	is	split	into	several	time	frames,	from	early	morning	to	mid-morning.	is	used	between	6	and	9	am
refers	to	mid-morning,	from	9	am-12	pm.	(zo)	actually	refers	to	early	morning	and	can	be	remembered	as	the	sun	(r)	rising	over	a	helmet.	Originally,	the	(sh)	part	of	the	character	(zo)	was	a	helmet	(ji).9.	(zo)	Mornin'	(zo),	used	on	its	own,	is	more	often	used	as	a	shortened	version	of	(zo	shang	ho),	creating	a	more	casual	phrase,	just	like	saying
mornin.Just	like	with	good	morning,	and	good	evening	(to	follow),	the	time	phrase	+	is	how	we	can	say	Good	[time	of	day].	Here,	is	afternoon.	is	the	character	referring	to	noon	or	midday,	so	combining	makes	after	the	noon.	(wn),	or	(wn	shang)	means	evening	or	night.	Combined	with	the	character	for	good,	(ho)	creates	the	greeting	commonly	used
after	sunset.In	Chinese,	is	still	a	greeting	and	not	a	way	to	say	goodnight.	To	say	goodnight	in	Chinese,	use	the	phrase	(wn	n).This	word	is	only	used	to	say	hello,	when	on	the	phone.This	is	a	great	phrase	to	use	if	you	havent	seen	someone	for	a	long	time.	If	you	break	down	the	characters,	youll	see	its	a	very	literal	translation.	You	can	do	this	by
clicking	the	character	link	above.	This	is	an	informal	phrase,	more	like	saying	whats	up?	to	a	friend	or	colleague.CHINESE	TIP:In	spoken	Chinese,	you	can	omit	the	character	(n).	(zu	jn)	can	be	used	to	preface	a	greeting,	to	mean	since	I	saw	you	last.For	example:	(zu	jn	zi	gn	m?)	What	have	you	been	doing	recently?	(zu	jn	gn	shn	me	ne?)	What	were	you
doing	recently?	(zu	jn	mng	shn	me	ne?)	What	have	you	been	busy	doing	recently?This	is	often	used	as	a	pleasantry	when	passing	an	acquaintance	or	neighbor.	Its	not	really	a	question,	just	a	greeting,	which	will	have	a	short	response.When	I	first	came	to	China,	my	impression	of	this	phrase	was	that	it	was	offhand	and	rude.	Like,	what	the	heck	are	you
doing?	It	is	commonly	used	instead,	as	a	greeting	you	would	make	to	a	colleague	or	friend.If	you	need	to	address	a	group	of	colleagues	or	friends,	use	to	welcome	everyone.Here	are	some	phrases	you	can	use	to	greet	someone	youve	never	met	before	or	are	meeting	again	but	are	not	very	familiar	with.If	you	have	any	comments	or	questions	about	any
of	the	Chinese	greetings	we	mentioned	in	the	article,	please	feel	free	to	leave	your	messages	below.	Learn	to	chat	likethelocals	with	thisunique	video	course.Learning	how	to	greet	someone	in	Mandarin	is	a	great	way	to	connect	with	Chinese-speaking	individuals	and	make	a	positive	impression.	When	it	comes	to	saying	good	day	in	Mandarin,	there
are	both	formal	and	informal	ways	to	express	this	greeting.	In	this	guide,	we	will	explore	these	variations	and	provide	you	with	tips	and	examples	to	help	you	master	the	art	of	greeting	in	Mandarin.	Lets	dive	in!Formal	Greetings:Formal	greetings	are	typically	used	in	professional	settings,	when	addressing	someone	of	higher	status,	or	in	more	formal
social	situations.	Here	are	a	few	ways	to	say	good	day	formally	in	Mandarin:	1.	(zo	shng	ho)	Good	Morning	Example:	(Zo	shng	ho!	Qng	wn	nn	xyo	bngmng	ma?)	Good	morning!	May	I	help	you?	2.	(xi	w	ho)	Good	Afternoon	Example:	(Xi	w	ho!	Yu	shnme	w	ky	bng	nn	de	ma?)	Good	afternoon!	How	can	I	assist	you?	3.	(wn	shng	ho)	Good	Evening	Example:
(Wn	shng	ho!	Jn	wn	de	huy	jing	zi	li	din	kish.)	Good	evening!	Tonights	meeting	will	start	at	six	oclock.Informal	Greetings:Informal	greetings,	on	the	other	hand,	are	used	among	friends,	family,	and	in	casual	situations.	Here	are	a	few	informal	ways	to	say	good	day	in	Mandarin:	1.	(n	ho)	Hello/Hi	Example:	(N	ho!	Zujn	gu	de	znmeyng?)	Hello!	How	have
you	been	lately?	2.	(wi)	Hey	(used	over	the	phone)	Example:	(Wi!	W	sh	xio	mng,	n	sh	shi?)	Hey!	This	is	Xiaoming,	whos	this?Regional	Variations:Mandarin	Chinese	is	spoken	across	different	regions,	and	there	might	be	slight	variations	in	greetings.	However,	the	greetings	mentioned	above	are	commonly	understood	and	used	throughout	Mandarin-
speaking	regions.	Its	always	good	to	stick	to	these	standard	greetings	to	ensure	clear	communication.Tips	for	Greeting	in	Mandarin:Here	are	some	tips	to	keep	in	mind	when	greeting	someone	in	Mandarin:Always	use	the	appropriate	level	of	formality	based	on	the	context	and	the	person	you	are	addressing.If	in	doubt,	its	better	to	err	on	the	side	of
being	more	formal,	especially	when	interacting	with	someone	older	or	of	higher	status.Accompany	your	greeting	with	a	friendly	and	warm	smile,	as	body	language	can	greatly	enhance	the	impact	of	your	greeting.Take	note	of	the	appropriate	timing	for	each	greeting.	For	example,	use	(zo	shng	ho)	only	in	the	morning,	(xi	w	ho)	in	the	afternoon,	and
(wn	shng	ho)	in	the	evening.Practice	the	correct	pronunciation	of	each	greeting	to	ensure	clarity	in	your	communication.Pro	Tip:	To	pronounce	Mandarin	greetings	accurately,	its	helpful	to	listen	to	native	speakers	or	use	pronunciation	guides	available	online.	Repetition	and	practice	are	key	to	mastering	the	correct	pronunciation.ConclusionMastering
the	phrases	for	saying	good	day	in	Mandarin	allows	you	to	connect	with	Mandarin-speaking	individuals	on	a	deeper	level	and	helps	create	positive	relationships.	Remember	to	adjust	your	level	of	formality	based	on	the	context,	and	keep	practicing	to	improve	your	pronunciation.Formal	greetings	like	(zo	shng	ho),	(xi	w	ho),	and	(wn	shng	ho)	are
suitable	for	professional	and	more	formal	settings.	On	the	other	hand,	informal	greetings	such	as	(n	ho)	and	(wi)	can	be	used	in	casual	situations	with	friends	and	family.Remember	to	greet	with	a	warm	smile	and	pay	attention	to	the	proper	timing	of	each	greeting.	Stay	respectful	and	open-minded,	and	your	efforts	to	speak	Mandarin	will	be	greatly
appreciated.	So	now	that	you	know	how	to	say	good	day	in	Mandarin,	go	ahead	and	impress	your	Chinese-speaking	friends	with	your	newfound	skills!Learning	how	to	greet	someone	with	a	warm	Good	day!	in	Chinese	is	a	great	way	to	show	respect	and	make	a	positive	impression.	As	with	many	languages,	Chinese	has	different	ways	to	express	this
greeting	depending	on	the	situation	and	the	region.	In	this	guide,	we	will	explore	both	formal	and	informal	ways	to	say	Good	day	in	Chinese,	along	with	helpful	tips	and	examples.	Lets	dive	in!Formal	Ways	to	Say	Good	Day	in	ChineseWhen	addressing	someone	in	a	formal	setting,	such	as	in	business	or	during	an	official	event,	it	is	important	to	use
polite	language.	Here	are	a	few	formal	ways	to	say	Good	day	in	Chinese:	1.	(zoshang	ho)	Good	morning	If	it	is	early	in	the	day,	you	can	greet	someone	with	which	translates	to	Good	morning	in	English.	This	expression	is	commonly	used	until	around	10:00	a.m.Example:	(Zoshang	ho!	Qngwn	nn	xyo	bngzh	ma?)	Good	morning!	Can	I	help	you	with
anything?	2.	(xiw	ho)	Good	afternoon	As	the	day	progresses,	you	can	switch	to	saying	which	means	Good	afternoon	in	English.	This	phrase	is	commonly	used	from	around	12:00	p.m.	to	6:00	p.m.Example:	(Xiw	ho!	Yu	shnme	w	ky	wi	nn	zu	de	ma?)	Good	afternoon!	Is	there	anything	I	can	do	for	you?	3.	(wnshng	ho)	Good	evening	When	greeting	someone
in	the	evening,	you	can	use	the	phrase	which	translates	to	Good	evening	in	English.	This	expression	is	commonly	used	from	around	6:00	p.m.	onwards.Example:	(Wnshng	ho!	Jnwn	tinq	zhn	ho,	nn	xing	q	nl	ch	wnfn?)	Good	evening!	The	weather	is	great	tonight.	Where	would	you	like	to	have	dinner?	4.	(n	ho)	Hello	For	a	more	general	and	versatile
greeting,	you	can	simply	say	which	means	Hello	in	English.	This	phrase	can	be	used	throughout	the	day	and	is	suitable	for	both	formal	and	informal	situations.Example:	(N	ho!	Hn	goxng	jin	do	nn!)	Hello!	Nice	to	meet	you!Informal	Ways	to	Say	Good	Day	in	ChineseIn	more	casual	or	friendly	settings,	such	as	when	greeting	friends,	family,	or
classmates,	you	can	use	the	following	informal	expressions:	1.	(zo)	Morning	Sometimes,	in	informal	situations,	Chinese	speakers	shorten	phrases.	To	say	Good	morning	casually,	you	can	simply	say	which	means	Morning	in	English.Example:	(Zo!	Jntin	tinq	zhn	ho,	yq	q	gngyun	wn	ba!)	Morning!	The	weather	is	great	today.	Lets	go	to	the	park!	2.	(n	ho
ma?)	How	are	you?	Another	informal	way	to	greet	someone	is	by	asking	meaning	How	are	you?	in	English.	This	expresses	friendliness	and	shows	that	you	care	about	the	other	persons	well-being.Example:	(N	ho	ma?	Zujn	zi	mng	shnme	ne?)	How	are	you?	What	have	you	been	busy	with	lately?	3.	(hi)	Hey	In	very	casual	situations,	especially	among	close
friends	or	peers,	you	can	use	which	is	equivalent	to	the	English	Hey.	Its	a	friendly	way	of	saying	hello.Example:	(Hi!	Yu	miyu	tng	shu	zujn	yu	shnme	hown	de	hudng?)	Hey!	Have	you	heard	of	any	fun	activities	recently?Final	Tips	and	Cultural	ConsiderationsHere	are	a	few	additional	tips	and	cultural	considerations	to	keep	in	mind	when	using	greetings
in	Chinese:Eye	Contact:	When	greeting	someone,	maintain	eye	contact	to	show	respect	and	sincerity.Bowing:	In	formal	situations,	a	slight	bow	may	accompany	the	greeting.Name	Usage:	Addressing	someone	by	their	title	or	last	name	followed	by	(xinsheng)	for	Mr.	or	(nsh)	for	Mrs./Ms.	is	common	and	respectful.Handshake:	In	formal	settings,	a
handshake	is	appropriate	when	greeting	someone.Regional	Variations:	While	the	phrases	mentioned	in	this	guide	are	understood	and	used	throughout	most	of	China,	keep	in	mind	that	there	might	be	slight	regional	variations	in	some	areas.Greeting	someone	with	a	warm	Good	day	in	Chinese	is	a	wonderful	way	to	start	a	conversation	and	show
respect.	By	learning	the	appropriate	greetings	for	different	situations,	you	can	navigate	both	formal	and	informal	settings	with	ease.	Remember	to	match	your	tone	and	level	of	formality	according	to	the	context	and	enjoy	the	process	of	connecting	with	Chinese-speaking	individuals.	Good	luck!	Everyone	knows	the	term	nihao,	but	is	it	the	only	way	to
say	hello	in	Chinese?	In	this	video	lesson	we	picked	more	than	10	different	phrases	to	say	hi	in	Chinese,	all	listed	in	Chinese	writing	as	well.	Next	time	when	you	want	to	greet	people,	you	will	have	a	lot	more	expressions	to	choose	from.	Also	you	can	learn	more	about	one	specific	way	to	say	Hello	in	Chinese	say	what	are	you	doing	in	Chinese.	LESSON
NOTES	How	to	Say	Hello	in	Chinese	with	Characters1.	n	ho	literal.	you	good;	you	fine	liberal.	hello;	hiLiterally,	indicates	something	like	(I	bet)	youre	fine.	It	is	the	most	popular	way	of	how	to	say	hi	in	Chinese.	Even	though	everyone	knows	as	the	standard	greeting	in	Chinese,	but	(hello	in	Chinese	characters)	is	actually	way	less	casual	than	the	simple
hello	or	hi	in	English.	I	cant	think	of	a	time	when	I	saw	my	friend	and	said	.	Its	more	for	situations	like	interviews	or	a	non-personal	phone	call.2.	nn	ho	literal.	you(respectfully)	good;	you(respectfully)	fine	liberal.	hello;	hiIs	there	a	more	formal	and	polite	way	of	how	to	say	?	In	Chinese,	theres	a	very	polite,	formal	and	respectfully	way	of	saying	,	which
is	nn.	is	the	polite	and	respectful	way	to	write	hello	in	Chinese	characters.	is	constructed	by	two	components,	n	you,	and	xn,	meaning	heart,	which	indicates	that	you	really	put	this	person	in	your	heart	so	that	instead	of	,	you	will	address	them	as	.	This	is	just	a	perfect	example	of	how	different	elements	with	separate	meanings	are	put	together	to	build
a	new	character	that	means	the	two	Chinese	elements	combined.	Greetings	in	Chinese	at	Different	Time	of	the	Day3.	zo;	zo	shng	ho	literal.	early/morning;	early/morning	good	liberal.	good	morningHow	to	say	hi	in	Chinese	to	someone	in	an	early	morning?	Use	,	or	a	simple	.4.xi	w	ho	literal.	afternoon	good	liberal.	good	afternoonJust	like	,	greetings	in
Chinese	during	a	specific	time	of	the	day	uses	the	same	sentence	pattern:	When	its	in	the	afternoon,	we	say	.5.wn	shng	ho	literal.	evening/night	good	liberal.	good	eveningThis	is	another	one	of	the	commonly	used	greetings	in	Chinese	related	to	the	time	of	the	day.	When	you	meet	someone	in	the	evening,	you	say	,	but	if	you	want	to	say	good	night	in
Chinese	as	a	goodbye	for	the	night	or	before	you	go	to	bed,	you	say	wnn.	100+	ChineseFor.Us	free	Chinese	video	lessons	Learn	Now	How	to	Say	Hello	in	Chinese	on	the	Phone6.	wi	literal.	hello;	hey	liberal.	hello;	heyWhen	you	pick	up	a	phone	call,	how	to	say	hello	in	Chinese?	You	can	say	of	course,	but	a	more	casual	and	informal	way	of	greetings	in
Chinese	on	the	phone	is	just	a	simple	,	and	dont	forget	to	change	into	a	more	curious	second	tone	wi	if	youre	implying	whos	calling.	But	using	to	say	hi	in	Chinese	in	person	might	not	be	a	good	idea	just	like	the	English	equivalent	hey	can	sometimes	be	rude.	The	characters	for	has	the	Chinese	radical	ku	in	it,	indicating	that	the	meaning	of	the
character	has	something	to	do	with	(1)mouth;	(2)speaking.	How	to	Say	Hi	in	Chinese	to	A	Friend7.	ch	le	ma	literal.	ate	yet	liberal.	have	you	eaten	yet;	have	you	had	dinner	yetEven	though	nowadays	people	use	less	and	less,	to	the	point	where	this	term	is	almost	a	cliche,	youll	still	hear	it	every	now	and	again.	This	expression	was	commonly	used	back
in	the	days	when	food	was	not	enough	and	meals	were	the	major	concern	of	the	day,	and	has	lost	its	popularity	long	since.	But	then	again,	it	could	be	a	good	way	of	greetings	in	Chinese	when	you	meet	someone(neighbors	and	roommates	especially)	during	an	after-dinner	walk,	wondering	if	the	person	you	meet	has	already	had	dinner	too.8.	q	n	r	a
literal.	to	go	where	liberal.	where	are	you	going?If	you	see	your	friend	on	the	street	and	want	to	catch	up,	use	this	term	to	start	the	question.	Here	a	is	used	to	emphasize	the	question	a	little9.	q	gn	m	ne	literal.	to	go	to	do	what	liberal.	what	are	you	going	to	doJust	like	the	last	one,	this	term	is	good	for	striking	up	a	conversation	when	you	see	someone
on	the	street,	even	though	most	of	the	time	when	people	greet	you	with	questions	like	,	,	they	dont	really	expect	a	detailed	answer.	How	to	Say	Hello	in	Chinese	to	Someone	You	Havent	Seen	In	A	While10.	zu	jn	zn	me	yng	a	literal.	lately	how	(are	you)	liberal.	how	have	you	been	latelyWhat	if	you	just	see	someone	that	you	havent	seen	for	a	while,	how
to	say	hi	in	Chinese	to	them?	would	be	a	great	choice!	You	can	also	add	a	a	at	the	end	of	the	question	for	a	stronger	intonation	by	saying	.	Unlike	or	,	when	people	say	,	they	are	probably	ready	to	hear	all	your	stories.11.	zu	jn	ho	ma	literal.	lately	good(?)	liberal.	have	you	been	well	latelyIf	you	want	to	show	that	you	care	about	someone,	ask	them	to
show	that	you	hope	them	have	been	well	during	the	time	that	you	havent	seen	each	other.	Download	Article	Download	Article	The	best	way	to	say	hello	in	Mandarin	Chinese	is	n	ho	or	.	Note	that	the	exact	romanization	and	pronunciation	of	this	greeting	can	vary	depending	on	which	Chinese	dialect	you	use,	however.	Some	dialects	also	have	their	own
ways	of	saying	hello	depending	on	the	circumstances	of	the	greeting.	Keep	reading	to	learn	more.	Mandarin	Chinese	teacher	Claire	Wang	says	the	most	common	way	to	say	hello	in	Mandarin	is	"n	ho"	().	If	you	want	to	be	a	little	more	formal,	say	"nn	ho"	()	instead.	Are	you	talking	to	a	group	of	people?	Say	"nmn	ho"	().1Tell	one	person	"n	ho."	The
standard	way	of	greeting	someone	is	in	Chinese	with	this	informal	Mandarin	"hello."[1]	Remember	to	know	how	to	pronounce	the	Chinese	tones	first	before	attempting.Translated	directly,	the	phrase	means	something	along	the	lines	of	"you	good?"In	Chinese	script,	this	greeting	is	written	as	.This	greeting	is	roughly	pronounced	as	knee	how"	"Ni"	in
this	case	is	pronounced	as	a	second/rising	tone	because	it	is	located	before	another	third	tone	word.	"He"	is	a	third	tone	word	(the	pitch	of	your	voice	should	dip	slightly	and	then	rise	to	a	higher	pitch).[2]	2Be	more	formal	with	"nn	ho."	This	greeting	shares	the	same	meaning	as	"n	ho,"	but	it	is	a	little	more	polite	than	its	counterpart.[3]Even	though
this	phrase	is	more	formal,	it	is	not	as	common	as	"n	ho."	"Nin"	is	the	polite	form	of	"you",	but	this	formality	can	indicate	a	distance	between	you	and	the	speaker.In	Chinese	script,	this	greeting	is	written	as	.A	rough	pronunciation	of	nn	ho	is	Neen	how".	"Nina"	is	a	second	(rising)	tone.	Advertisement	3Greet	a	group	with	"nmn	ho."[4]	You	should
switch	to	this	greeting	when	saying	hello	to	more	than	one	person.The	term	"nmn"	is	a	plural	form	of	"n,"	meaning	"you."In	Chinese	script,	write	nmn	ho	as	.	In	traditional	Chinese	it	would	be	.A	rough	pronunciation	would	be	knee-men	how".	"Ni"	is	a	third	tone	here,	which	should	be	connected	with	the	particle	men	(second	tone)	after	it.4Answer	the
phone	with	"wi."	When	answering	or	calling	someone	on	the	telephone,	say	"hello"	as	"wi."[5]Note	that	wi	is	not	usually	used	as	a	greeting	in	person.	It	is	generally	restricted	to	telephone	conversations.In	Chinese	script,	wi	is	written	as	.A	rough	pronunciation	of	wi	is	a	way.	This	can	be	pronounced	in	a	second	tone	as	a	question	or	a	fourth	(falling)
tone	to	get	someone's	attention.	Advertisement	1Say	"nih	hu."	This	phrase	is	almost	identical	in	meaning	and	pronunciation	to	the	Mandarin	version	of	"hello."[6]Even	in	native	Chinese	script,	the	Mandarin	and	Cantonese	versions	of	"hello"	are	both	written	as	.The	romanization	of	these	two	greetings	is	different,	however,	and	there	are	slight
variations	in	pronunciation	between	the	two.	The	Cantonese	nih	hu	is	somewhat	softer	than	the	Mandarin	n	ho.Instead	of	pronouncing	the	greeting	as	nee	how,	pronounce	it	more	like	nay	ho.2Answer	the	phone	with	"wi."	As	with	nih	hu,	this	telephone	greeting	is	almost	identical	to	its	Mandarin	counterpart	in	terms	of	meaning	and	pronunciation.
[7]As	in	Mandarin,	the	native	Chinese	script	is	written	as	.The	way	to	pronounce	wi	is	slightly	different	in	Cantonese.	Pronounce	it	more	like	why	instead	of	whey.	It	sounds	kind	of	like	way,	but	puts	more	emphasis	on	the	"ay"	and	lower	your	voice	a	bit.	Advertisement	1Stick	with	versions	of	"n	ho"	to	be	safe.	While	exact	pronunciation	varies	from
region	to	region	and	dialect	to	dialect,	the	most	common	way	to	say	"hello"	is	almost	always	some	form	of	"n	ho."[8]In	all	dialects,	the	Chinese	script	for	this	greeting	is	written	as	.Note	that	the	romanization	of	will	usually	give	you	a	rough	idea	of	how	to	pronounce	it.In	Hakka	Chinese,	for	instance,	the	romanization	is	Ni	ho.	The	beginning	n	sound	is
harder,	while	the	ending	ho	sound	sounds	less	like	the	English	"ow"	and	more	like	the	English	long	"o."In	Shanghainese,	on	the	other	hand,	the	romanization	is	"Nong	Hao."	While	the	ho	portion	is	very	similar,	the	beginning	nng	sound	is	more	elongated	and	comes	to	a	hard	conclusion	at	the	end	of	the	syllable.2Answer	the	phone	with	"oi"	in	Hakka
Chinese.	The	Mandarin	and	Cantonese	phone	greetings	do	not	work	with	Hakka	Chinese.[9]Used	in	other	contexts,	oil	is	an	interjection	meaning	something	along	the	lines	of	"oh."In	Chinese	script,	I	am	writing	as	.A	rough	pronunciation	is	simply	Oy	or	ay.3Greet	a	crowd	with	"dga-ha"	in	Shanghainese.	This	greeting	translates	into	"hello	everybody"
and	can	be	used	when	greeting	more	than	one	person.[10]In	native	Chinese	script,	this	phrase	is	written	as	.A	rough	pronunciation	of	this	phrase	is	due-gee	how".	DA	is	a	fourth	(sharp,	falling)	tone	and	Jia	is	a	sustained	pitch	(a	first	tone	word).	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	you	greet	someone	in	Cantonese?	Godspeed	Chen
Native	Chinese	Speaker	&	TranslatorGodspeed	Chen	is	a	Professional	Translator	from	China.	He	has	been	working	in	translation	and	localization	for	over	15	years.	In	Cantonese,	you	can	say	Good	morning	(jushn),	or	Good	afternoon	(gh	n).	Later	in	the	day,	you	can	say,	Good	evening	(mahn	n)	(mahnseuhng	hu).	Question	How	do	you	respond	to	n	ho?
wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	You	can	reply	by	saying	n	ho	back,	or	simply	say	ho,	which	means	good.	Question	How	do	you	say	goodbye	in	Chinese?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our
trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	The	most	common	way	to	say	it	is	zi	jin,	which	means	See	you	again.	You	can	also	say	bi	bi,	which	is	simply	the	English	phrase	bye	bye.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Claire	Wang
and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Jennifer	Mueller,	JD.	Claire	Wang	is	a	London-based	language	education	expert	and	the	Founder	of	LingoClass,	the	citys	leading	school	for	Chinese,	Japanese,	and	Korean.	Since	founding	LingoClass	in	2018,	she	has	helped	hundreds	of	students	develop	a	deep	passion	for	Asian	languages	and	cultures	through	her
engaging,	student-centered	approach.	With	over	a	decade	of	international	teaching	experience	in	Taiwan,	Canada,	and	the	UK,	Claire	specializes	in	the	Communicative	Language	Teaching	(CLT)	approach,	which	emphasizes	real-world	interaction	and	meaningful	communication.	Her	classes	are	known	for	being	dynamic,	practical,	and	deeply
culturally	immersive.	Claire	holds	a	postgraduate	degree	in	Teaching	Chinese	as	a	Foreign	Language	from	SOAS	University	of	London.	In	addition	to	leading	LingoClass,	she	is	also	a	Senior	Lecturer	in	Chinese	Language,	Arts	and	Culture	at	the	University	of	the	Arts	London,	where	she	integrates	language	learning	with	broader	cultural	and	artistic
perspectives.	This	article	has	been	viewed	812,533	times.	Co-authors:	34	Updated:	May	9,	2025	Views:812,533	Categories:	Chinese	|	Greeting	People	in	Other	Languages	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	812,533	times.	"The	explanation	was	very	simple	and	easy	to	understand	and	well	defined.
People	who	speak	English	as	their	second	language	can	understand	better!"..."	more	Share	your	story	Last	updated:	August	20,	2024Greetings	ease	communication	between	people.	They	can	show	respect,	goodwill,	or	simply	set	a	nice	tone	when	interacting	with	someone.	Greetings	cover	a	broad	category	of	language,	ranging	from	informal	greetings
between	friends	to	formal	greetings	in	professional	settings.	When	it	comes	to	learning	a	language,	greetings	are	some	of	the	most	fun	things	to	learn	early	on	because	they	allow	you	to	interact	with	a	native	speaker	and	bring	a	smile	to	their	face	without	having	to	know	much	else.In	this	short	blog,	we	cover	some	of	the	most	common	greetings	in
Mandarin	Chinese,	break	them	down	by	category,	include	audio	for	all	terms,	and	examples	where	they	can	benefit.	Let's	explore	the	common	greetings	in	this	great	language.Overview	MeaningSimplifiedTraditionalPinyinSounds	LikeHello	n	ho"nee	how"Hello	(loanword)	h	lou"ha	low"Hey	hi"hey"Hi	hi"hi"Hello,	everyone	d	ji	ho"da	jya	how"How	are
you?n	ho	ma?"nee	how	ma"Have	you	eaten	yet??n	ch	le	ma?"nee	chur	luh	ma"How've	you	been	lately??zu	jn	n	zn	me	yng"zway	jean	nee	ts-un	muh	yang"Good	morning	zo	shang	ho"zow	shang	how"Good	afternoon	xi	w	ho"shah	woo	how"Good	evening	wn	shang	ho"wan	shang	how"Hello?	/	Yes?	(phone)	wi"way"Nice	to	meet	you	hn	go	xng	jin	do	n"hun
gow	shing	jee-in	dow	nee"Long	time	no	see	ho	ji	bu	jin"how	joe	boo	jen"Whatcha	doin'?	gn	m	ne?"gan	mah	nuh"Pinyin:	a	standardized	way	to	write	Chinese	characters	in	the	Latin	alphabet.Tone:	the	pitch	of	a	word,	of	which	there	are	4	distinct	patterns	represented	by	4	different	diacritics	(accent	marks);	if	there	is	no	diacritic,	it	indicates	a	neutral	or
absent	tone.Simplified:	Chinese	character	set	with	less	strokes.Traditional:	Chinese	character	set	with	more	strokes.If	needed,	you	can	also	check	out	our	refresher	on	Chinese	tones.Hello	Greetings	Hello	-	(nho)Literally:	you	goodSounds	like:	"nee	how"This	is	the	most	generic	greeting	in	Chinese	though	that	doesn't	mean	it's	not	a	useful	phrase	to
initiate	contact	with	someone	or	just	spice	up	a	greeting	to	a	Mandarin	speaker.	However,	this	is	far	from	the	most	common	way	that	Mandarin	native	speakers	greet	one	another.	It's	seen	as	slightly	formal.Note:	there	is	also	a	formal	variant	with	the	(nnho).The	pronoun	(nn)	is	a	formal	version	of	(n).Hello,	Hi,	Hey	(loanwords)	-	(hlou)(hi)(hi)(hlou)	=
hello(hi)	=	hi(hi)	=	heyThese	are	all	common	brief	versions	of	hello	borrowed	directly	from	English.	These	are	very	useful	since	they	are	easy	to	rememberbeing	that	they're	close	in	sound	to	their	English	counterpartsand	they're	actually	used.	These	are	all	nice	alternatives	to	the	not-so-frequently	used	but	well	known	(nho).Hello,	Everyone	-
(djiho)Literally:	everyone	goodSounds	like:	"da	jya	how"Even	though	the	English	translation	refers	to	"everyone,"	this	greeting	is	a	common	way	to	greet	a	group	in	general,	much	more	so	than	its	English	equivalent.	You	will	also	see	this	greeting	on	vlogs	as	a	way	to	greet	the	audience."How	are	you?"	Greetings	How	are	you?	-	(nho)(ma)	Literally:	you
good	+	QUESTION	PARTICLESounds	like:	"nee	how	ma"This	is	the	most	standard	way	to	ask	how	someone	is	doing	in	Mandarin.	It	simply	adds	(ma),	which	is	a	particle	that	can	be	added	at	the	end	of	a	statement	to	turn	it	into	a	question.	So,	literally	you	can	think	of	this	like	"Are	you	good?"Note:	there	is	a	variant	which	adds	(hi)	that	means	the
same	thing.	(hi)	means	"still"	or	"yet."(n)(hi)(ho)(ma)	How	are	you?Have	you	eaten	yet?	-	(n)(ch)(le)(ma)	Literally:	you	eat	+	COMPLETED	ACTION	PARTICLE	+	QUESTION	PARTICLESounds	like:	"nee	chur	luh	ma"This	is	a	common	colloquial	greeting	that	is	literally	asking	if	you	have	eaten	yet.	You	can	also	drop	the	(n)	at	the	beginning.	It's	more
common	among	older	generations.	When	forming	a	reply,	it's	normal	to	answer	the	question	as	literally	posed,	for	example:(ch)(le)(ch)(le)	(I've)	eaten,	(I've)	eaten.(hi)(miyu)	(I)	have	not	yet	(eaten).Literally:	recently	you	howSounds	like:	"zway	jean	nee	ts-un	muh	yang"There	are	many,	many	variations	of	(znmeyng)	to	ask	how	one	is	doing	or	has	been.
This	is	just	a	common	one	that	communicates	that	more	directly.Time-based	Greetings	On	the	whole,	time-based	greetings	are	not	nearly	as	common	as	they	are	in	English.	Even	so,	they	still	get	used	from	time	to	time,	or	especially	in	more	formal	occasions.	All	of	these	follow	the	format	of	TIME	WORD	+	(ho).Good	Morning	-	(zoshangho)Literally:
early	morning	goodSounds	like:	"zow	shang	how"You	can	use	this	phrase	from	the	early	morning	until	just	before	noon.Good	Afternoon	-	(xiwho)Literally:	afternoon	goodSounds	like:	"shah	woo	how"You	can	use	this	greeting	starting	at	noon	and	until	about	6pm.Good	Evening	-	(wnshngho)Literally:	evening	goodSounds	like:	"wan	shang	how"This	is	the
appropriate	greeting	from	around	6pm	or	after	sunset.Other	Greetings	Hello?	/	Yes?	(phone)	-	(wi)Literally:	heySounds	like:	"way"This	is	one	of	the	most	common	sayings	when	picking	up	the	phone,	whether	you	know	the	person	or	not.Nice	to	meet	you	-	(hn)(goxng)(jindo)(n)Literally:	happy	to	meet	youSounds	like:	"hun	gow	shing	jee-in	dow	nee"This
is	the	standard	greeting	when	meeting	someone	for	the	first	time.	It's	a	phrase	that	acts	as	a	common	courtesy,	much	as	it	does	in	English.Long	time	no	see	-	(hojibujin)	Literally:	long	time	no	see/meetSounds	like:	"how	joe	boo	jen"This	is	actually	where	the	phrase	in	English	comes	from!	This	is	a	general	greeting	between	people	that	have	gone	a	long
time	without	seeing	each	other.What	are	you	doing?	-	(gnm)(ne)Literally:	do?Sounds	like:	"gan	mah	nuh"Sometimes	greetings	are	rather	indirect.	Inquiring	into	what	someone	else	is	up	to	is	another	way	to	greet	someone.	The	above	is	a	very	casual	version	of	this	expression,	so	it's	more	suitable	between	people	that	are	well	acquainted	with	another
in	an	informal	setting.	This	phrase	is	actually	a	shortened	form	of	(n)(zi)(gnm)(ne)	.In	this	case	the	verb	for	"do"	is	(gn),	which	is	a	more	colloquial	version	of	(zu).	However,	do	note	that	these	verbs	are	not	always	interchangeable.Some	other	common	phrasings	include:(n)(zi)(zu)(shnme)	=	What	are	you	doing?	(standard)(n)(dsun)(zu)(shnme)	=	What
are	you	planning	on	doing?Now	we	have	armed	you	with	some	of	the	core	greetings	in	the	Mandarin	Chinese	language	that	cover	a	wide	range	of	situations	that	you	can	come	across.	Though	it	is	fun	to	be	able	to	greet,	this	is	only	one	among	many	steps	to	building	actual	proficiency	in	Chinese.	If	you're	looking	for	a	comprehensive	approach	for
learning	Chinese	from	the	basics	all	the	way	to	fluency,	we	recommend	you	check	out	our	Mandarin	courses	and	software.	Start	your	free	trial	today!

Hello	good	day	in	chinese.	Good	day	everyone	in	chinese.	How	to	say	good	day	in	chinese.	Good	day	greeting	in	chinese.	Good	day	in	chinese	language.	Good	day	in	chinese.	How	to	say	hello	in	chinese.


