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Here's	another	activity	to	give	your	students	practice	summarzing	nonfiction	texts.	Students	read	a	long	passage	about	the	lost	colony	of	Roanoke,	highlight	or	underline	important	information,	and	summarize	each	paragraph.	Summary	Anchor	StandardR.2	-	Determine	central	ideas	or	themes	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development;	summarize	the
key	supporting	details	and	ideas.RL.K.2	-	With	prompting	and	support,	retell	familiar	stories,	including	key	details.RL.1.2	-	Retell	stories,	including	key	details,	and	demonstrate	understanding	of	their	central	message	or	lesson.RL.2.2	-	Recount	stories,	including	fables	and	folktales	from	diverse	cultures,	and	determine	their	central	message,	lesson,	or
moral.RL.3.2	-	Recount	stories,	including	fables,	folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	cultures;	determine	the	central	message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	explain	how	it	is	conveyed	through	key	details	in	the	text.RL.4.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a	story,	drama,	or	poem	from	details	in	the	text;	summarize	the	text.RL.5.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a	story,	drama,	or
poem	from	details	in	the	text,	including	how	characters	in	a	story	or	drama	respond	to	challenges	or	how	the	speaker	in	a	poem	reflects	upon	a	topic;	summarize	the	text.RL.6.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	how	it	is	conveyed	through	particular	details;	provide	a	summary	of	the	text	distinct	from	personal	opinions	or
judgments.RL.7.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.8.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	its	relationship	to	the	characters,	setting,	and	plot;	provide	an	objective
summary	of	the	text.RL.9-10.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	in	detail	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	it	emerges	and	is	shaped	and	refined	by	specific	details;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.11-12.2	-	Determine	two	or	more	themes	or	central	ideas	of	a	text	and	analyze	their
development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	they	interact	and	build	on	one	another	to	produce	a	complex	account;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.Click	to	VIEW	Grade	Level	Standards	for	R.2	Looking	for	Something	Else?	Search	This	Site	If	you're	assigning	this	to	your	students,	copy	the	worksheet	to	your	account	and	save.	When
creating	an	assignment,	just	select	it	as	a	template!	What	is	Summarizing?	Summarizing	is	the	process	of	capturing	the	main	idea	and	key	details	of	a	text	and	expressing	them	concisely	in	one's	own	words.	It	involves	distilling	the	most	important	information	and	conveying	the	essence	of	a	passage	or	piece	of	writing.	Summarizing	helps	students
develop	their	reading	comprehension	skills	and	deepen	their	understanding	of	fiction	texts,	such	as	chapter	books,	by	extracting	the	main	theme	or	central	idea.	Sharpen	Summarizing	Skills	with	our	Using	a	Summarizing	Worksheet	Summarizing	is	a	vital	reading	strategy	that	helps	students	develop	their	comprehension	skills	and	gain	a	deeper
understanding	of	texts.	Our	collection	of	engaging	summarizing	worksheets	is	designed	to	provide	students	with	valuable	practice	in	summarizing	a	reading	passage,	story,	and	an	article.	A	summarizing	informational	text	worksheet	serves	as	effective	tools	to	teach	students	how	to	identify	the	main	ideas,	key	details,	and	important	information	within
a	text.	By	condensing	the	content	into	their	own	words,	students	learn	to	extract	the	essential	elements	and	create	concise	summaries	that	capture	the	main	theme	or	message	of	the	passage.	Each	summarizing	practice	worksheet	offers	carefully	selected	reading	passages	across	different	genres,	including	fiction,	non-fiction,	and	informational	texts.
Students	are	prompted	to	read	the	passage	attentively,	analyze	the	main	ideas,	and	then	demonstrate	their	summarizing	skills	by	composing	a	succinct	summary.	To	support	students'	summarizing	efforts,	our	worksheets	include	graphic	organizers	and	structured	frameworks	that	guide	them	through	the	process.	These	visual	aids	help	students
organize	their	thoughts,	identify	key	details,	and	create	well-structured	summaries.	Our	worksheets	not	only	strengthen	students'	reading	comprehension	abilities	but	also	foster	critical	thinking,	analysis,	and	interpretation	skills.	By	engaging	in	regular	summarizing	practice,	students	become	proficient	in	extracting	relevant	information,	identifying
main	ideas,	and	effectively	summarizing	texts.	Empower	kids	with	the	invaluable	skill	of	summarizing	by	incorporating	our	comprehensive	collection	of	reading	comprehension	summarizing	worksheets	into	your	teaching	repertoire.	These	worksheets	offer	an	enjoyable	and	effective	way	to	teach	summarizing,	improve	reading	comprehension,	and
nurture	a	love	for	reading.	Explore	our	range	of	and	choose	a	summarizing	graphic	organizer	worksheet	to	unlock	the	potential	of	your	students'	reading	abilities.	Create	Engaging	Summarizing	Activities	with	our	Summarizing	Maker	Looking	for	an	interactive	and	effective	way	to	teach	summarizing?	Look	no	further!	Our	summarizing	maker	is	a
powerful	tool	that	allows	you	to	create	engaging	summarizing	activities	tailored	to	your	students'	needs.	Whether	you're	teaching	in	the	classroom	or	through	distance	learning,	our	summarizing	maker	is	the	perfect	resource	to	enhance	reading	comprehension	and	develop	strong	summarizing	skills.	With	our	tool,	you	can	easily	design	a	reading
worksheet	that	prompts	students	to	complete	summarizing	exercises.	These	worksheets	provide	students	with	opportunities	to	practice	summarizing	various	texts,	including	articles,	stories,	and	informational	passages.	The	worksheets	are	available	in	a	digital	version,	making	it	convenient	for	both	in-person	and	virtual	learning	environments.	With
Storyboard	That,	you	can	also	create	activities	that	focus	on	summarizing	information	in	chronological	order.	Our	platform	allows	you	to	easily	arrange	scenes	and	events	in	a	sequential	manner,	helping	students	understand	the	flow	of	information	and	identify	the	main	ideas	in	a	text.	In	this	way,	you	can	further	develop	your	students'	comprehension
skills	and	their	ability	to	organize	information	effectively.	Whether	you're	teaching	a	whole	class,	small	groups,	or	individual	students,	our	summarizing	maker	offers	flexibility	and	adaptability.	You	can	customize	the	worksheets	to	suit	the	needs	of	your	students,	providing	them	with	a	personalized	learning	experience	that	fosters	growth	and
understanding.	Example	of	Summarizing	Activities	Using	Worksheets	Graphic	Organizer	Summaries:	Provide	students	with	a	graphic	organizer	worksheet	that	includes	sections	for	the	main	idea,	key	details,	and	a	summary.	Students	read	a	passage	or	a	short	text	and	use	the	graphic	organizer	to	summarize	the	main	points	in	their	own	words.	This
activity	helps	students	visually	organize	their	thoughts	and	develop	concise	summaries.	Summarizing	Templates:	Share	summarizing	template	worksheets	with	students,	which	provide	a	structured	format	for	summarizing	different	types	of	texts.	These	templates	can	include	sections	for	identifying	the	main	idea,	key	details,	and	supporting	evidence.
Students	can	use	the	templates	to	guide	their	summarizing	process	and	ensure	they	include	the	essential	elements	in	their	summaries.	Collaborative	Summarizing:	Assign	students	into	pairs	or	small	groups	and	provide	them	with	a	reading	passage.	Each	group	can	work	together	to	read	the	passage	and	create	a	summary.	Encourage	students	to
discuss	and	negotiate	the	main	ideas	and	details,	ensuring	they	understand	the	text	thoroughly.	They	can	then	use	a	summarizing	worksheet	to	write	down	their	group's	summary.	Summarizing	Fictional	Texts:	Use	summarizing	a	story	worksheet	to	identify	the	main	characters,	setting,	and	key	events,	and	then	write	a	summary	that	captures	the	main
plot	points.	This	activity	helps	students	practice	summarizing	narrative	elements	and	identifying	the	message	of	a	story.	By	incorporating	these	specific	activities	into	your	classroom,	you	can	provide	students	with	engaging	opportunities	to	practice	summarizing	using	worksheets.	These	activities	not	only	help	students	develop	their	reading
comprehension	and	summarizing	skills	but	also	promote	collaboration,	critical	thinking,	and	effective	communication.	Storyboard	That	is	a	great	resource	to	enhance	your	students'	summarizing	skills.	Our	platform	provides	a	wide	range	of	interactive	tools,	templates,	and	worksheets	specifically	designed	to	engage	students	in	the	summarizing
process.	With	Storyboard	That,	you	can	create	custom	activities	that	align	with	your	curriculum	and	instructional	goals.	Other	Educational	Resources	In	addition	to	creating	engaging	summarizing	exercises,	you	can	also	explore	our	other	valuable	resources.	Enhance	your	students'	active	reading	skills	with	our	active	reading	worksheet,	designed	to
promote	comprehension	and	critical	thinking.	Our	worksheet	templates	provide	a	wide	range	of	customizable	options	for	creating	various	educational	materials,	including	reading	worksheets	tailored	to	your	specific	needs.	Additionally,	our	reading	response	worksheets	offer	opportunities	for	students	to	reflect	on	their	reading	experiences	and	deepen
their	understanding	of	the	text.	Incorporate	these	resources	into	your	teaching	toolkit	and	provide	your	students	with	a	well-rounded	and	comprehensive	learning	experience.	We	have	lots	of	templates	to	choose	from.	Take	a	look	at	our	example	for	inspiration!	Once	you	do	this,	you	will	be	directed	to	the	storyboard	creator.	Be	sure	to	call	it
something	related	to	the	topic	so	that	you	can	easily	find	it	in	the	future.	This	is	where	you	will	include	directions,	specific	images,	and	make	any	aesthetic	changes	that	you	would	like.	The	options	are	endless!	When	you	are	finished,	click	this	button	in	the	lower	right	hand	corner	to	exit	your	storyboard.	From	here	you	can	print,	download	as	a	PDF,
attach	it	to	an	assignment	and	use	it	digitally,	and	more!	Happy	Creating!	Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Summarizing	What	is	a	reading	strategy?	A	reading	strategy	refers	to	a	systematic	approach	or	technique	that	readers	use	to	comprehend	and	make	meaning	of	a	text.	It	involves	employing	various	skills	and	techniques,	such	as	summarizing,
predicting,	questioning,	and	visualizing,	to	enhance	reading	comprehension.	What	is	the	difference	between	summarizing	and	paraphrasing?	Summarizing	and	paraphrasing	are	two	distinct	strategies	used	when	working	with	written	texts.	Summarizing	involves	providing	a	concise	overview	of	the	main	points	or	ideas	in	a	text,	often	in	one's	own
words.	On	the	other	hand,	paraphrasing	involves	rephrasing	a	specific	sentence	or	passage	from	the	original	text	while	maintaining	the	original	meaning.	How	can	I	use	a	summarizing	template?	A	summarizing	template	is	a	helpful	tool	that	provides	a	structured	framework	for	summarizing	a	text.	It	typically	includes	sections	or	prompts	for	capturing
the	main	ideas,	supporting	details,	and	key	information	from	the	original	text.	By	using	a	summarizing	template,	you	can	effectively	organize	your	thoughts	and	create	a	well-structured	summary.	Can	I	find	a	summarizing	essay	example?	Yes,	you	can	find	summarizing	essay	examples	at	Storyboard	That	website.	We	have	a	variety	of	examples	to
showcase	how	to	effectively	summarize	a	longer	piece	of	writing,	such	as	an	article,	essay,	or	book	chapter,	while	capturing	the	main	ideas	and	key	points	in	a	concise	manner.	How	can	I	write	a	good	summary?	Writing	a	good	summary	involves	carefully	reading	and	understanding	the	original	text,	identifying	the	main	ideas	and	supporting	details,
and	then	condensing	them	into	a	concise	and	coherent	summary.	Focus	on	capturing	the	essential	information	while	omitting	unnecessary	details.	Use	your	own	words	and	maintain	the	original	meaning	of	the	text.	Long	story,	short	thats	exactly	what	a	summary	is!	But	how	often	does	someone	who	uses	that	statement	actually	make	their	story
short?!	Whether	in	school	or	in	life	beyond	the	classroom,	summarizing	is	a	skill	that	needs	practice,	repeated	practice.	Writing	a	summary	is	a	skill	that	needs	to	be	honed.	It	should	be	taught	yearly,	not	just	as	a	refresher	but	as	though	its	a	brand	new	task.	Certainly,	students	will	have	a	background	in	the	skill	as	they	have	repeated	exposure
through	worksheets	on	summarizing,	but	treating	it	as	new	means	you	can	shift	to	more	challenging	texts	and	more	challenging	strategies	for	summarizing	too!If	youre	just	starting	with	summary	skills,	then	consider	this	series	of	reading	comprehension	passages.	Each	of	these	worksheets	on	summarizing	focuses	on	finding	the	central	idea	in	either
an	informational	or	narrative	text.	Being	able	to	find	a	central	idea	is	a	foundational	skill,	particularly	if	summarizing	a	short	story.Building	on	that	skill	in	the	initial	stages	will	ensure	students	in	classes	all	the	way	through	AP	Lang	are	able	to	be	even	more	succinct	with	their	summaries.	To	practice	that,	you	could	use	this	lesson	that	focuses	on
writing	one-sentence	summaries	of	a	speech	about	child	labor.	These	worksheets	on	summaries	are	ideal	because	the	text	is	already	in	chunks	to	help	differentiate	for	your	students!Need	help	with	Test	Prep?	Check	out	this	FREE	Pack	of	3	Test	Prep	Activities	to	help	students	achieve	success	on	standardized	tests!	Significance	of	Worksheets	on
SummarizingAs	a	skill,	summarizing	is	integral	to	the	development	of	critical	thinking.	With	strategies	for	summarizing,	students	can	sort	important	information	from	irrelevant	information.	And,	with	well-scaffolded	worksheets	on	summarizing,	students	can	analyze	a	variety	of	texts.	They	can	then	integrate	this	new	information	with	their	own
background	knowledge.	In	turn,	this	can	better	inform	their	thinking	on	a	variety	of	topics	from	short	stories	to	world	issues	featured	in	the	news.Summarizing	is	also	relevant	in	life	beyond	the	classroom.	When	applying	for	jobs,	students	will	be	asked	to	summarize	their	experience,	so	theyll	need	to	review	their	whole	work	history	in	order	to	pick
out	the	most	relevant	and	important	information.	If	its	in	a	job	interview,	this	will	need	to	be	done	quickly	and	effectively.	A	solid	background	in	summarizing	throughout	high	school	means	that	this	skill	is	finely	honed	and	ready	to	be	used	at	the	minute!Want	help	with	guided	reading	activities	you	can	use	with	worksheets	on	summarizing?	Click
below!Difference	between	paraphrasing	and	worksheets	on	summarizingParaphrasing	means	rewording	what	someone	else	has	written	or	said	using	your	own	words,	usually	to	the	same	level	of	detail.	In	contrast,	summarizing	highlights	the	central	idea	without	the	inclusion	of	a	lot	of	detail	unless	it	supports	the	main	idea.Take	a	look	at	these
examples	using	the	opening	paragraph	of	Poes	The	Tell-Tale	Heart:True!	nervous	very,	very	dreadfully	nervous	I	had	been	and	am;	but	why	will	you	say	that	I	am	mad?	The	disease	had	sharpened	my	senses	not	destroyed	not	dulled	them.	Above	all	was	the	sense	of	hearing	acute.	I	heard	all	things	in	the	heaven	and	in	the	earth.	I	heard	many	things	in
hell.	How,	then,	am	I	mad?	Hearken!	and	observe	how	healthily	how	calmly	I	can	tell	you	the	whole	story.Paraphrased:	I	was	very	anxious	but	I	was	not	mad.	In	fact,	my	five	senses	were	sharp,	especially	my	hearing.	I	could	hear	everything	both	figurative	and	literal.	But	listen,	I	have	a	story	to	tell	you	and	I	will	do	it	calmly	and
thoroughly.Summarized:	The	speaker	is	anxious	but	has	a	story	to	tell.In	each	instance,	the	paragraph	is	explained	but	note	the	difference	in	the	level	of	detail.	The	paraphrase	takes	the	seven	sentences	and	re-tells	the	story	in	only	slightly	fewer	sentences.	The	strategy	for	summarizing	meanwhile	is	to	boil	down	as	much	as	possible	to	get	to	the
central	idea	or,	dare	I	say,	the	heart	of	the	paragraph!Get	the	worksheets	on	summarizing	The	Tell-Tale	Heart	by	clicking	below!What	You	Can	SummarizeAny	number	of	texts	can	be	used	for	summary	practice.	Each	one	has	value	and	can	meet	the	requirements	of	different	groups	of	learners	in	your	English	classroom.An	entire	text	This	one	is	the
most	difficult!	This	type	of	summary	can	be	pretty	general	as	it	needs	to	connect	to	each	part	of	the	text;	it	is	broad	in	nature	but	still	short	in	word	count.	It	should	be	reserved	for	higher-level	learners	who	have	already	found	success	with	the	types	below.A	chunk	As	the	saying	goes,	how	do	you	eat	an	elephant?	One	bite	at	a	time.	The	same	is	true	for
summarizing	a	text.	Rather	than	focusing	on	a	full	text,	shift	to	chunking	into	smaller	pieces	such	as	a	paragraph	or	a	few	paragraphs	combined.	This	is	a	tried-and-true	method	to	differentiate.	Check	out	these	worksheets	on	summarizing	The	Tell-Tale	Heart	by	Edgar	Allan	Poe	that	is	already	chunked	for	you	and	your	students.Paragraphs/stanzas
Whether	it	is	narrative,	nonfiction,	or	even	poetry,	these	smaller	parts	of	texts	make	it	a	cinch	for	students	summary	practice.	This	poetry-focused	activity	incorporates	SEL	and	strategies	for	summarizing	by	having	students	summarize	stanzas	into	a	single	sentence.An	excerpt	Another	option	is	an	excerpt	from	a	larger	work.	In	this	way,	students	gain
an	idea	of	the	whole	of	the	text	and	make	use	of	their	inference	skills	as	well.	Another	great	way	to	feature	excerpts	is	in	specific	pairings	of	fiction	or	nonfiction	and	poetry.	This	lesson	that	pairs	an	excerpt	from	Tolstoys	Childhood	with	Robert	Louis	Stevensons	poem	The	Land	of	Story-books	is	an	excellent	example	of	joining	two	complementary	texts
using	worksheets	on	summarizing	independently	in	order	to	make	thematic	connections.Need	worksheets	on	summarizing	for	An	Occurrence	at	Owl	Creek	Bridge?	Click	HERE!Click	HERE	for	help	with	teaching	using	thematic	units!Two	Ways	to	SummarizeParagraph	Summary	For	this	type	of	summary	a	strong	structure	is	key.	Like	a	body
paragraph	that	has	its	parts,	so	too	does	a	paragraph	summary.	Explain	to	students	that	one	sentence	provides	the	central	idea,	another	two	to	three	sentences	this	is	flexible	depending	on	the	length	of	the	text	provide	details	from	throughout	the	text,	and	the	last	sentence	reinforces	the	most	important	idea(s).1-Sentence	Summary	This	method	is	by
far	my	favorite!	This	is	exactly	what	it	sounds	like	in	that	the	summary	should	only	be	ONE	sentence	in	length.	The	best	part	of	this	option	is	its	flexibility,	so	you	can	differentiate	for	your	students.	One	group	can	summarize	several	chunks,	whereas	another	group	of	struggling	readers	could	summarize	a	single	chunk.	This	set	of	differentiated	graphic
organizers	for	one-sentence	summaries	will	make	life	easier	for	busy	teachers	looking	to	include	more	summarizing	in	class!You	can	even	make	worksheets	on	summarizing	more	of	a	challenge	with	a	layer	of	financial	literacy	by	providing	a	value	to	each	word	and	then	a	budget	for	the	sentence.	For	example,	each	word	is	worth	10	cents	and	you	have
$1.20	to	spend	for	the	sentence.	This	is	a	way	to	keep	things	fresh	too	as	you	continue	to	work	on	one-sentence	summaries	throughout	the	course	and	year	after	year!Why	incorporate	worksheets	on	summarizing?No	matter	what	type	or	length	of	text	you	use,	practicing	summarizing	time	and	again	is	key!	You	want	students	to	be	able	to	pick	out	a
central	idea	with	comfort	even	if	the	text	isnt	always	easy.	The	higher	the	level	of	the	text	becomes,	the	more	students	need	to	practice	summarizing.	Using	a	variety	of	worksheets	on	summarizing	that	incorporate	different	strategies	can	make	this	easier	for	teachers	and	students	alike!Need	more	fun	lessons	and	activities	that	incorporate	worksheets
on	summarizing?	Check	out	my	store	Kristin	Menke-Integrated	ELA	Test	Prep!	Here	is	a	PowerPoint	slideshow	with	four	practice	passages.	Read	each	passage	twice	as	a	class,	and	then	give	students	time	to	create	summaries.	I	have	them	work	individually	but	you	could	do	pairs	or	small	groups	too.	Then	share	and	discuss	their	summaries.	Summary
Anchor	StandardR.2	-	Determine	central	ideas	or	themes	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development;	summarize	the	key	supporting	details	and	ideas.RL.K.2	-	With	prompting	and	support,	retell	familiar	stories,	including	key	details.RL.1.2	-	Retell	stories,	including	key	details,	and	demonstrate	understanding	of	their	central	message	or	lesson.RL.2.2	-
Recount	stories,	including	fables	and	folktales	from	diverse	cultures,	and	determine	their	central	message,	lesson,	or	moral.RL.3.2	-	Recount	stories,	including	fables,	folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	cultures;	determine	the	central	message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	explain	how	it	is	conveyed	through	key	details	in	the	text.RL.4.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a
story,	drama,	or	poem	from	details	in	the	text;	summarize	the	text.RL.5.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a	story,	drama,	or	poem	from	details	in	the	text,	including	how	characters	in	a	story	or	drama	respond	to	challenges	or	how	the	speaker	in	a	poem	reflects	upon	a	topic;	summarize	the	text.RL.6.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	how	it	is
conveyed	through	particular	details;	provide	a	summary	of	the	text	distinct	from	personal	opinions	or	judgments.RL.7.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.8.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over
the	course	of	the	text,	including	its	relationship	to	the	characters,	setting,	and	plot;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.9-10.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	in	detail	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	it	emerges	and	is	shaped	and	refined	by	specific	details;	provide	an	objective	summary	of
the	text.RL.11-12.2	-	Determine	two	or	more	themes	or	central	ideas	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	they	interact	and	build	on	one	another	to	produce	a	complex	account;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.Click	to	VIEW	Grade	Level	Standards	for	R.2	Looking	for	Something	Else?	Search	This
Site	Which	of	the	following	is	the	main	idea	of	the	passage?	Read	the	passage.	Then	answer	the	questions.	Read	each	passage.	Create	a	title	for	each	passage	that	expresses	the	main	idea,	then	summarize	it	in	your	own	words.	A	2019	study	conducted	at	the	University	of	Arizona	in	Tucson	that	examined	800	million	years	of	animal	diets	concluded
that	the	ancestor	of	all	animals	was	probably	a	carnivore.	The	modern	animal	welfare	movement	is	based	in	the	belief	that	animals	are	sentient	beings	able	to	experience	the	same	emotions	that	humans	do.	There	continues	to	be	an	increase	in	research	in	this	area.	To	date,	scientists	have	studied	emotions	in	dogs,	sheep,	cows,	and	whales.	Read	each
passage.	Create	a	title	for	each	passage	that	expresses	the	main	idea,	then	summarize	it	in	your	own	words.	Read.	Then	answer	the	questions.	The	story	is	a	passage	from	a	Christmas	Carol.	Which	statement	best	summarizes	what	Beauty	does	in	this	story?	Read	each	passage.	Create	a	title	for	each	passage	that	expresses	the	main	idea,	then
summarize	it	in	your	own	words.	All	kinds	of	people	can	become	entrepreneurs.	But	though	each	does	it	in	their	own	unique	way,	all	successful	entrepreneurs	do	share	some	qualities.	Entrepreneurs	are	not	afraid	of	hard	work.	The	Terracotta	Army	is	the	name	given	to	over	8,000	life-size	terra	cotta	soldiers	that	were	buried	along	with	the	first
emperor	of	China,	Emperor	Qin	Shi	Huang.	Terra	cotta	is	a	type	of	clay-based,	porous	earthenware	that	is	orangish	in	color.	When	you	summarize	non-fiction,	you	only	include	information	from	the	passage.	Do	not	include	additional	information,	even	if	it	is	factual.	Do	not	include	your	opinion	about	the	information.	Think	about	the	passage.	Then	cut
out	the	statements	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	and	glue	them	into	the	correct	columns.	The	Pony	Express	was	the	system	by	which	mail	was	delivered	between	St.	Joseph,	Missouri	and	Sacramento,	California	between	April	3,	1860	and	October	24,	1861.	Read	the	passage	below.	Then	write	your	own	summary	of	the	passage	in	a	sentence	or	two.
Ancient	Ghana	was	an	empire	in	Africa	from	around	300	to	1100	CE.	It	spanned	what	today	are	the	countries	of	Mauritania,	Senegal,	and	Mali.	The	empire	formed	when	the	king	Dinga	Cisse	united	different	tribes	of	Soninke	people	under	his	rule.	This	resource	targets	summarizing	stories	and	short	narratives	using	the	"somebody,	wanted,	but,	so,
then"	summarizing	structure.	It	includes	everything	you	need	for	direct	teaching,	practice	of	the	skill,	and	carryover	using	other	texts	or	stories,	including:	Informal	assessment	and	data	collection	formsTeaching	pagesVisuals	(posters,	bookmarks,	cards)Graphic	organizersLevel	1	stories	(10)Level	2	stories	(15)Level	3	stories	(25)	Feel	free	to	email	the
Speechy	Musings	team	at	hello@speechymusi	Summarizing	is	a	great	way	to	assess	and	solidify	reading	comprehension.	Students	show	what	they	know	with	a	variety	of	reading	response	and	writing	activities	and	worksheets	involving	retelling	main	idea,	key	details,	plot	events,	and	sequencing.	I	will	be	using	this	test	as	a	pretest	and	posttest	after
my	Nonfiction	Unit.	Part	I	contains	fill-in-the-blank	questions	with	a	word	bank	for	the	following	words:	primary	source,	secondary	source,	main	idea,	informational	text,	evidence,	synthesizing,	inference,	supporting	details,	text	structure,	and	summarize.Part	II:	Students	read	a	short	passage	and	fill	in	the	blank	using	a	word	bank	for	the	following	text
structures:	description,	compare	and	contrast,	problem	and	solution,	sequenc	Here	is	a	worksheet	to	help	students	practice	summarizing.	Read	four	nonfiction	paragraphs	about	trains,	highlight	or	underline	important	information,	and	write	a	title	for	the	passage	related	to	its	main	idea.	Then	create	a	summary.	Summary	Anchor	StandardR.2	-
Determine	central	ideas	or	themes	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development;	summarize	the	key	supporting	details	and	ideas.RL.K.2	-	With	prompting	and	support,	retell	familiar	stories,	including	key	details.RL.1.2	-	Retell	stories,	including	key	details,	and	demonstrate	understanding	of	their	central	message	or	lesson.RL.2.2	-	Recount	stories,
including	fables	and	folktales	from	diverse	cultures,	and	determine	their	central	message,	lesson,	or	moral.RL.3.2	-	Recount	stories,	including	fables,	folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	cultures;	determine	the	central	message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	explain	how	it	is	conveyed	through	key	details	in	the	text.RL.4.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a	story,	drama,	or
poem	from	details	in	the	text;	summarize	the	text.RL.5.2	-	Determine	a	theme	of	a	story,	drama,	or	poem	from	details	in	the	text,	including	how	characters	in	a	story	or	drama	respond	to	challenges	or	how	the	speaker	in	a	poem	reflects	upon	a	topic;	summarize	the	text.RL.6.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	how	it	is	conveyed
through	particular	details;	provide	a	summary	of	the	text	distinct	from	personal	opinions	or	judgments.RL.7.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.8.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	development	over	the	course
of	the	text,	including	its	relationship	to	the	characters,	setting,	and	plot;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.RL.9-10.2	-	Determine	a	theme	or	central	idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	in	detail	its	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	it	emerges	and	is	shaped	and	refined	by	specific	details;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the
text.RL.11-12.2	-	Determine	two	or	more	themes	or	central	ideas	of	a	text	and	analyze	their	development	over	the	course	of	the	text,	including	how	they	interact	and	build	on	one	another	to	produce	a	complex	account;	provide	an	objective	summary	of	the	text.Click	to	VIEW	Grade	Level	Standards	for	R.2	Looking	for	Something	Else?	Search	This	Site
Short	Story	Comprehension	Anchor	StandardR.10	-	Read	and	comprehend	complex	literary	and	informational	texts	independently	and	proficiently.RL.K.10	-	Actively	engage	in	group	reading	activities	with	purpose	and	understanding.RL.1.10	-	With	prompting	and	support,	read	prose	and	poetry	of	appropriate	complexity	for	grade	1.RL.2.10	-	By	the
end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories	and	poetry,	in	the	grades	23	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.3.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poetry,	at	the	high	end	of	the	grades	23	text	complexity	band
independently	and	proficiently.RL.4.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poetry,	in	the	grades	45	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.5.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poetry,	at
the	high	end	of	the	grades	45	text	complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.RL.6.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	68	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.7.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend
literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	68	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.8.10	-	By	the	end	of	the	year,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	high	end	of	grades	68	text	complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.RL.9.10	-
By	the	end	of	grade	9,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	910	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.10.10	-	By	the	end	of	grade	10,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	high	end	of	the	grades	910	text
complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.RL.11.10	-	By	the	end	of	grade	11,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,	dramas,	and	poems,	in	the	grades	11CCR	text	complexity	band	proficiently,	with	scaffolding	as	needed	at	the	high	end	of	the	range.RL.12.10	-	By	the	end	of	grade	12,	read	and	comprehend	literature,	including	stories,
dramas,	and	poems,	at	the	high	end	of	the	grades	11CCR	text	complexity	band	independently	and	proficiently.Click	to	VIEW	Grade	Level	Standards	for	R.10	These	short	stories	with	questions	worksheets	were	designed	to	help	students	improve	their	reading	comprehension	skills	by	using	short	fictional	stories	and	accompanying	questions.	These
worksheets	are	commonly	used	in	language	arts	classes	and	reading	programs	to	improve	students	understanding	of	the	text,	develop	critical	thinking	abilities,	and	encourage	thoughtful	responses	to	the	content.The	structure	of	short	stories	with	questions	worksheets	include	the	following	components:Short	Story	Each	worksheet	features	a	short
fictional	story,	typically	one	to	three	pages	in	length.	The	story	may	vary	in	genre,	such	as	adventure,	mystery,	science	fiction,	fantasy,	or	realistic	fiction.	The	stories	are	chosen	to	be	engaging	and	age-appropriate	for	the	target	audience,	which	can	range	from	early	elementary	to	high	school	students.Comprehension	Questions	Following	the	short
story,	a	series	of	questions	are	presented.	These	questions	assess	various	aspects	of	the	reading,	including	literal	comprehension,	inference,	interpretation,	critical	thinking,	and	analysis.	The	questions	may	be	multiple-choice,	short-answer,	or	open-ended,	depending	on	the	worksheets	purpose	and	grade	level.Vocabulary	and	Language	Activities
Some	worksheets	include	vocabulary	words	from	the	story,	encouraging	students	to	identify,	define,	or	use	them	in	sentences.	These	activities	help	improve	language	skills	and	reinforce	new	words	encountered	in	the	story.How	Do	These	Reading	Worksheets	Help	Students?Comprehension	and	Critical	Thinking	Improvement	These	worksheets
encourage	active	reading	and	help	students	develop	strategies	for	understanding	and	analyzing	texts	effectively.	The	questions	on	the	worksheets	prompt	students	to	think	critically,	make	connections,	infer	meaning,	and	draw	conclusions	based	on	evidence	from	the	text.	Short	stories	with	questions	worksheets	can	be	adapted	to	various	age	groups
and	reading	levels,	making	them	suitable	for	diverse	classrooms.Enhancing	Reading	Fluency	By	encountering	new	words	in	context	and	engaging	in	vocabulary	activities,	students	can	expand	their	language	skills	and	improve	their	vocabulary.	Frequent	exposure	to	short	stories	helps	students	build	reading	fluency	and	gain	confidence	in	their	reading
abilities.Encouraging	Reflection	and	Analysis	Writing	prompts	and	open-ended	questions	encourage	students	to	reflect	on	the	storys	themes,	characters,	and	events,	fostering	deeper	engagement	with	the	material.Incorporating	these	strategies	into	their	reading	routine	can	significantly	enhance	a	students	ability	to	comprehend	what	they	read	in
short	stories	and	other	types	of	texts.	Reading	comprehension	is	a	skill	that	improves	with	practice	and	active	engagement,	and	with	consistent	effort,	students	can	become	more	proficient	readers	and	critical	thinkers.How	To	Be	Successful	With	Reading	Comprehension	WorksheetsImproving	reading	comprehension	in	short	stories	is	a	crucial	skill
that	enhances	a	students	overall	literacy	and	understanding	of	various	texts.	Here	are	some	effective	strategies	that	students	can	use	to	enhance	their	ability	to	comprehend	what	they	read	in	short	stories:Active	Reading	Encourage	students	to	actively	engage	with	the	text	while	reading.	This	includes	underlining	or	highlighting	key	points,	jotting
down	notes	in	the	margins,	or	using	sticky	notes	to	mark	important	sections.	These	practices	help	students	stay	focused,	identify	significant	details,	and	retain	information.Pre-Reading	Strategies	Before	diving	into	the	story,	students	should	preview	the	text	by	skimming	the	title,	headings,	and	subheadings.	This	provides	a	sense	of	what	to	expect	in
the	story	and	helps	activate	prior	knowledge	related	to	the	subject	matter.Set	a	Purpose	for	Reading	Students	should	establish	a	clear	purpose	for	reading	the	short	story.	Whether	its	to	understand	the	main	idea,	identify	the	central	theme,	or	analyze	the	characters,	having	a	specific	goal	in	mind	helps	maintain	focus	and	comprehension.Break	the
Story	into	Sections	Encourage	students	to	break	the	short	story	into	manageable	sections	or	chunks.	After	reading	each	section,	they	can	pause	to	summarize	what	they	have	learned	and	make	connections	to	the	overall	narrative.Identify	Story	Elements	Help	students	recognize	the	essential	elements	of	a	short	story,	such	as	characters,	setting,	plot,
and	theme.	Understanding	these	components	enhances	comprehension	and	enables	students	to	grasp	the	storys	overall	structure.Ask	Questions	Encourage	students	to	ask	questions	as	they	read.	Questions	can	range	from	basic	ones,	such	as	What	happened	next?	to	more	analytical	ones,	like	Why	did	the	character	make	that	decision?	Questioning
helps	students	actively	engage	with	the	content	and	deepen	their	understanding.	Encourage	students	to	make	predictions	about	the	storys	outcome	based	on	the	information	they	have	gathered.	This	strategy	fosters	active	thinking	and	encourages	students	to	look	for	evidence	to	support	their	predictions	as	they	read.Summarize	After	reading	the
short	story,	have	students	write	a	concise	summary	of	the	plot	or	the	main	points	of	the	narrative.	Summarizing	helps	reinforce	understanding	and	aids	in	memory	retention.Visualize	Encourage	students	to	create	mental	images	or	visualizations	of	the	events	and	characters	in	the	story.	Visualization	enhances	comprehension	by	making	the	content
more	vivid	and	relatable.	Page	2	Dive	into	a	touching	tale	of	love	and	connection	with	The	Notes	in	this	Short	Stories	with	Questions	worksheet.	The	story	follows	Ellie,	who	faces	her	mothers	upcoming	work	trip	with	a	heavy	heart.	However,	Ellie	decides	to	make	the	separation	a	little	easier	with	a	heartfelt	idea.As	students	read	about	Ellies
thoughtful	gesture	of	writing	daily	notes	for	her	traveling	mother,	theyll	witness	the	power	of	love	and	creativity.	After	reading,	students	will	encounter	comprehension	questions	that	test	their	understanding	of	the	story,	fostering	critical	thinking	and	reflection.The	Notes	is	a	heartwarming	story	that	emphasizes	the	importance	of	small	gestures	and
the	profound	impact	they	can	have	on	our	loved	ones.	This	worksheet	not	only	promotes	reading	comprehension	but	also	explores	themes	of	love,	connection,	and	the	significance	of	thoughtful	actions	in	our	relationships.	Our	collection	of	Summarizing	Worksheets	is	thoughtfully	designed	to	enhance	students	reading	comprehension	and	critical
thinking	skills	by	focusing	on	the	essential	skill	of	summarizing.	Summarizing	requires	students	to	distill	the	main	ideas	of	a	text	and	express	them	concisely	in	their	own	words,	without	losing	the	essence	of	the	original	content.	This	set	of	worksheets	is	carefully	crafted	to	support	learners	at	different	skill	levels	in	mastering	this	vital	reading	skill,
enabling	them	to	better	understand,	retain,	and	communicate	the	core	ideas	of	what	they	read.These	worksheets	are	provided	in	a	convenient,	downloadable	PDF	format,	complete	with	answer	keys	for	easy	assessment	or	teacher-guided	review.	This	format	offers	flexibility	for	use	in	various	educational	settings,	from	traditional	classrooms	to
homeschooling	environments.	By	offering	structured	exercises	focused	on	summarization,	these	worksheets	provide	a	practical	and	accessible	resource	that	helps	students	progress	in	their	reading	comprehension	journey.The	Role	of	Summarizing	in	Reading	ComprehensionSummarizing	is	a	crucial	component	of	reading	comprehension	that	involves
condensing	a	text	to	its	main	points	while	omitting	unnecessary	details.	It	enables	readers	to	focus	on	the	essential	information	and	communicate	it	clearly	and	efficiently.	Summarizing	is	more	than	just	paraphrasing;	it	involves	understanding	the	text	at	a	deeper	level	to	extract	the	core	meaning.The	key	aspects	of	summarizing	include:Identifying
Main	Ideas:	Summarizing	requires	the	ability	to	discern	the	main	ideas	from	supporting	details.	Students	must	read	carefully	to	recognize	what	is	most	important	in	the	text.Eliminating	Redundant	or	Unnecessary	Information:	While	reading,	students	must	learn	to	filter	out	details	that	are	not	essential	to	the	texts	central	message.Restating	in	Ones
Own	Words:	Summarizing	involves	rephrasing	the	main	points	of	the	text	in	a	students	own	language,	demonstrating	their	understanding	of	the	material.Being	Concise:	A	good	summary	is	brief	and	to	the	point,	capturing	the	texts	main	message	without	unnecessary	elaboration.Mastering	summarizing	allows	students	to	condense	information
effectively,	which	is	particularly	useful	when	dealing	with	longer	texts,	non-fiction	reading,	or	research	material.	In	addition,	summarizing	fosters	critical	thinking,	as	students	must	decide	what	information	is	vital	and	how	best	to	present	it	in	a	compact	form.Effective	Approaches	to	Teaching	SummarizingWhen	teaching	summarizing,	educators	can
use	various	strategies	that	make	the	process	clear	and	engaging	for	students.	Since	summarizing	involves	multiple	steps,	it	is	important	to	break	down	the	process	and	provide	students	with	opportunities	for	guided	practice.Here	are	some	practical	approaches	for	teaching	summarizing:Use	the	Somebody,	Wanted,	But,	So,	Then	Framework:	This
simple	yet	effective	framework	helps	students	summarize	narratives	by	identifying	key	story	elements.	It	works	by	answering	the	following	questions:Somebody:	Who	is	the	main	character?Wanted:	What	did	the	character	want?But:	What	obstacle	did	they	face?So:	How	did	they	solve	the	problem?Then:	How	did	the	story	end?Highlighting	Key
Sentences:	Start	by	having	students	highlight	or	underline	the	main	idea	in	each	paragraph.	This	helps	them	focus	on	the	essential	points	and	distinguish	them	from	details	or	examples.Paraphrasing	Practice:	Before	summarizing,	encourage	students	to	practice	paraphrasing	smaller	portions	of	text.	This	helps	them	get	comfortable	with	rewording
information	in	their	own	language.Model	Summarizing:	Demonstrate	how	to	summarize	a	text	by	reading	a	passage	aloud	and	walking	through	the	summarizing	process.	Discuss	what	to	include,	what	to	leave	out,	and	why	certain	points	are	important.Summarizing	in	Steps:	Begin	with	short	texts,	guiding	students	to	summarize	simple	stories	or
articles.	As	their	skills	improve,	gradually	introduce	longer	or	more	complex	texts.These	strategies	provide	structure	while	helping	students	gain	confidence	in	their	ability	to	summarize,	fostering	a	deeper	understanding	of	texts	as	they	progress.The	Benefits	of	Summarizing	for	Literacy	DevelopmentSummarizing	is	a	skill	that	offers	numerous
benefits	for	students	overall	literacy	development.	It	plays	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	students	into	effective	readers,	writers,	and	communicators.	Heres	how	summarizing	contributes	to	literacy:Enhances	Comprehension:	Summarizing	requires	students	to	fully	understand	the	material	before	condensing	it.	By	practicing	this	skill,	students	improve	their
ability	to	grasp	the	main	ideas	and	message	of	a	text.Supports	Retention:	Summarizing	helps	students	remember	what	they	read.	By	distilling	the	information	to	its	core,	students	are	better	able	to	retain	the	most	important	concepts.Builds	Critical	Thinking:	When	summarizing,	students	must	make	decisions	about	what	information	is	essential	and
what	can	be	omitted.	This	process	of	evaluating	and	prioritizing	information	sharpens	critical	thinking	skills.Improves	Writing	Skills:	Writing	a	summary	is	an	excellent	way	to	practice	concise	and	clear	communication.	Students	must	convey	a	lot	of	information	in	few	words,	helping	them	become	more	precise	and	deliberate	in	their	writing.Develops
Research	Skills:	Summarizing	is	an	invaluable	tool	for	research.	It	allows	students	to	condense	large	amounts	of	information,	making	it	easier	to	synthesize	sources	when	writing	essays	or	reports.By	developing	strong	summarizing	skills,	students	enhance	their	overall	reading	fluency	and	become	more	adept	at	extracting	and	communicating	key
information,	which	is	essential	for	academic	success	and	effective	communication	in	daily	life.Additional	Activities	to	Reinforce	Summarizing	SkillsBeyond	worksheets,	there	are	numerous	activities	educators	can	incorporate	to	further	reinforce	students	summarizing	skills.	These	activities	provide	variety	and	keep	the	learning	process	dynamic	and
engaging,	ensuring	that	students	understand	the	importance	and	application	of	summarizing	across	different	contexts.Here	are	some	additional	activity	suggestions:Summary	Jigsaw:	Divide	students	into	groups	and	assign	each	group	a	different	section	of	a	longer	text.	Each	group	must	summarize	their	section	and	present	it	to	the	class.	This
encourages	collaboration	and	shows	how	summaries	can	combine	to	provide	an	overview	of	a	full	text.Two-Column	Notes:	Ask	students	to	create	a	two-column	note	chart,	with	one	side	listing	key	points	from	the	text	and	the	other	side	containing	a	summary	of	each	point.	This	method	encourages	students	to	think	about	how	to	condense	the
information	while	organizing	it	clearly.One-Sentence	Summaries:	Challenge	students	to	summarize	an	entire	article	or	story	in	just	one	sentence.	This	exercise	forces	them	to	focus	on	the	central	theme	and	main	ideas,	sharpening	their	ability	to	be	concise.Real-World	Application	Projects:	Have	students	read	news	articles	or	current	event	reports	and
summarize	them	in	a	way	that	could	be	presented	in	a	newsletter	or	to	peers.	This	demonstrates	how	summarizing	is	an	essential	skill	in	everyday	life.Summarizing	Videos	or	Films:	Students	can	practice	summarizing	skills	by	watching	short	video	clips	or	scenes	from	a	film	and	then	summarizing	what	they	watched.	This	activity	appeals	to	visual
learners	and	helps	them	transfer	summarizing	skills	from	text	to	multimedia.These	activities,	suitable	for	students	in	upper	elementary	through	middle	school,	offer	varied	and	interactive	approaches	to	reinforcing	summarizing	skills	while	making	the	learning	experience	engaging	and	relevant.The	Importance	of	Summarizing	in	Academic	and	Real-
World	ContextsSummarizing	is	a	fundamental	skill	that	goes	beyond	classroom	learning.	In	both	academic	and	real-world	contexts,	the	ability	to	distill	information	into	its	essential	points	is	vital	for	clear,	effective	communication.	Whether	summarizing	a	novel	for	a	book	report,	condensing	an	article	for	a	research	paper,	or	relaying	information	in	a
business	setting,	summarizing	ensures	that	key	messages	are	communicated	succinctly	and	accurately.Our	Summarizing	Worksheets	are	designed	to	help	students	build	and	refine	this	crucial	skill.	With	structured	exercises	that	guide	learners	through	the	process	of	identifying	main	ideas	and	presenting	them	concisely,	these	worksheets	offer	a
valuable	resource	for	both	educators	and	students.	Available	in	downloadable	PDF	format	with	answer	keys,	this	collection	provides	flexibility	for	classroom	instruction,	homework,	and	independent	learning.By	incorporating	these	worksheets	into	reading	lessons,	students	will	develop	stronger	comprehension,	improve	their	writing,	and	become	more
proficient	in	both	academic	and	everyday	communication.	
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