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Poetry	can	be	a	hard	sell	for	kids.	Its	not	always	easy	for	them	to	connect	with,	and	getting	them	to	try	writing	their	own	is	even	harder.	But	it	might	help	them	to	learn	that	there	are	many	types	of	poetry,	not	just	Shakespearean	sonnets.	Show	them	these	24	poetry	types,	including	engaging	poem	examples	for	each,	and	they	might	just	find
something	they	really	like!	In	an	acrostic,	the	first	letter	of	each	line	spells	out	a	word	or	phrase	thats	generally	related	to	the	topic	of	the	poem.	There	are	several	different	types	of	acrostic,	including	a	double	acrostic	where	both	the	first	and	last	letter	of	each	line	spell	out	a	message.	Another	type	of	acrostic	is	the	abecedarian,	where	the	first	letter
of	each	line	goes	in	alphabetical	order.	Acrostics	are	often	one	of	the	first	types	of	poetry	kids	learn,	by	writing	a	poem	using	the	letters	of	their	own	name.	Poem	Example:	A	Boat	Beneath	a	Sunny	Sky,	by	Lewis	Carroll	This	is	one	of	the	oldest	types	of	poetry,	with	ancient	examples	that	were	passed	down	orally	through	the	centuries.	A	ballad	tells	the
story	of	a	person	or	event.	Traditional	ballades	had	four	stanzas,	with	a	repeated	line	called	a	refrain	and	a	set	rhyme	scheme.	Over	time,	they	evolved	to	a	slightly	less	structured	form,	with	shorter	rhyming	stanzas	(often	four	lines,	known	as	a	quatrain).	Ballads	and	epics	are	similar,	since	both	tell	stories	of	people	or	events,	but	ballads	are	shorter.
Poem	Example:	The	Rime	of	the	Ancient	Mariner,	by	Samuel	Taylor	Coleridge	Austin	Kleon	These	poems	are	unique	in	that	they	use	something	thats	already	been	written	and	strike	out	most	of	the	text	to	leave	only	selected	words	and	phrases.	Blackout	poetry	is	usually	non-rhyming	free	verse,	since	the	author	is	limited	to	the	words	already	on	the
page.	Contemporary	author	Austin	Kleon	has	become	well	known	for	his	newspaper	blackout	poems.	These	are	fun	for	kids	to	play	around	with,	using	pages	from	books	or	magazines;	learn	more	here.	Poem	Example:	How	To	Improve,	by	Austin	Kleon	Blank	verse	doesnt	rhyme,	but	its	a	structured	form	of	poetry	in	terms	of	meter.	These	poems	are
almost	always	written	in	iambic	pentameter	(da	DUM	da	DUM	da	DUM	da	DUM	da	DUM).	It	was	particularly	popular	during	Shakespeares	time	and	remained	a	common	choice	for	poets	like	William	Wordsworth,	John	Keats,	and	Robert	Frost.	Poem	Example:	Mending	Wall,	by	Robert	Frost	Anyone	who	recognizes	that	cinq	often	indicates	the	number
five	will	find	it	easy	to	remember	that	a	cinquain	(pronounced	sing-KANE)	is	a	five-line	poem.	According	to	Poets.org,	cinquains	generally	follow	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ababb,	abaab,	or	abccb,	though	they	are	not	required	to	rhyme	at	all.	Multiple	cinquains	can	be	linked	together	to	form	a	longer	poem.	Poet	Adelaide	Crapsey	invented	a	specific	type	of
cinquain	(sometimes	called	the	American	cinquain),	which	has	one	stress	in	the	first	line,	two	in	the	second,	three	in	the	third,	four	in	the	fourth,	and	one	in	the	fifth.	This	poetry	type	is	popular	in	classrooms,	since	the	strict	structure	helps	students	create	their	own	poems.	Poem	Example:	Snow,	by	Adelaide	Crapsey	Poems	written	in	this	form	take	the
shape	of	the	item	theyre	describing.	They	can	be	written	in	any	style,	as	long	as	the	formatting	creates	a	shape	related	to	the	words.	Poem	Example:	Sonnet	in	the	Shape	of	a	Potted	Christmas	Tree,	by	George	Starbuck	In	poetry,	a	couplet	is	any	two	lines	that	go	together.	They	might	be	two	lines	that	form	one	complete	thought,	those	that	share	the
same	end	rhyme,	or	both.	A	couplet	poem	can	be	one	that	is	made	of	up	just	one	couplet	or	a	series	of	them.	Poem	Example:	To	My	Dear	and	Loving	Husband,	by	Anne	Bradstreet	As	you	might	guess,	dramatic	poetry	is	meant	to	be	performed	or	spoken	aloud.	Its	often	part	of	a	larger	work,	such	as	a	Shakespearean	soliloquy.	But	there	are	many
examples	of	standalone	dramatic	poetry,	featuring	characters	telling	a	story	to	the	audience.	Poem	Example:	To	Be	or	Not	To	Be	Soliloquy	from	Hamlet,	by	William	Shakespeare	This	is	a	broader	category	of	poem	types	that	describes	poetry	written	to	vividly	describe	a	work	of	art.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	in	poetry	is	John	Keats	Ode	on	a
Grecian	Urn.	Ekphrastic	poems	are	usually	about	visual	arts	like	paintings	or	sculpture,	but	they	can	also	describe	music,	performances,	or	even	movies.	Poem	Example:	The	Starry	Night,	by	Anne	Sexton	In	an	elegy,	the	poet	writes	of	sadness,	grief,	or	loss.	Theyre	often	written	in	response	to	a	death.	Elegies	can	be	any	sort	of	poem	in	terms	of	meter
and	rhyme	scheme	(or	they	dont	need	to	rhyme	at	all).	Traditional	elegies	follow	a	specific	form.	First	is	the	lament,	where	the	speaker	tells	of	their	sadness.	Then,	the	author	praises	the	dead	or	lost,	and	finally	finishes	with	words	of	consolation,	offering	hope	for	the	future.	Poem	Example:	O	Captain!	My	Captain!,	by	Walt	Whitman	Like	a	ballad,	an
epic	tells	the	story	of	an	event	or	person.	Epics	are	much	longer	than	ballads,	though,	often	even	book-length.	Like	ballads,	this	form	of	narrative	poetry	has	been	around	for	centuries	and	frequently	tells	tales	of	superhuman	deeds	and	incredible	adventures.	Poem	Example:	The	Odyssey,	by	Homer	These	short	poems	(generally	six	lines	or	less)
express	a	witty	thought	in	pithy,	concise	language.	This	term	is	also	used	for	clever	thoughts	that	arent	written	in	verse,	like	Oscar	Wildes	I	can	resist	everything	except	temptation.	Epigrammatic	poems	are	fun	to	read,	making	them	one	of	the	best	poem	types	to	share	with	kids.	Example:	The	Camel,	by	Ogden	Nash	This	is	the	most	open	form	of
poetry,	with	no	rhythmical,	rhyme,	or	other	requirements.	It	often	mimics	the	flow	of	regular	speech,	but	it	is	set	apart	from	prose	by	its	use	of	line	breaks	and	poetic	devices	like	imagery,	alliteration,	and	more.	Poem	Example:	The	Red	Wheelbarrow,	by	William	Carlos	Williams	(Plus,	63	More	Free	Verse	Poems	for	Kids)	This	Japanese	style	is	highly
structured	and	often	focuses	on	nature.	Haikus	seek	to	capture	a	brief	moment	in	time	in	powerful	words	and	phrases.	This	is	one	of	the	shortest	types	of	poetry,	with	poems	written	in	three	lines:	five	syllables	in	the	first,	seven	syllables	in	the	second,	and	five	in	the	third.	That	format	is	sometimes	broken,	especially	when	poems	are	translated	from
one	language	to	another,	but	they	will	always	contain	just	three	meaningful	lines.	Poem	Example:	The	West	Wind	Whispered,	by	R.M.	Hansard	(Plus,	58	More	Captivating	Haiku	Examples)	Want	a	laugh?	Read	some	limericks!	These	structured	poems	have	been	around	for	a	long	time.	They	contain	five	lines,	using	the	aabba	rhyme	scheme.	Generally,
the	first,	second,	and	fifth	lines	are	longer,	while	the	third	and	fourth	are	shorter.	The	fifth	line	is	often	like	the	punchline	to	the	joke.	Some	limericks	are	downright	bawdy,	but	there	are	lots	of	kid-friendly	examples.	Theyre	also	a	fun	form	for	kids	to	experiment	with.	Edward	Lear	was	a	master	of	limericks.	Poem	Example:	There	Was	an	Old	Man	With
a	Beard,	by	Edward	Lear	(Plus,	40	More	Silly	and	Fun	Limericks	for	Kids)	This	category	of	poetry	describes	poems	that	are	personal	reflections	on	a	topic.	Theyre	often	written	in	first	person,	and	they	seek	to	capture	a	mood	or	scene	through	imagery	and	emotional	language.	The	meter	of	the	poem	may	feel	musical	in	nature,	as	indicated	by	the
category	name.	Poem	Example:	If	I	Could	Tell	You,	by	W.H.	Auden	This	is	a	broad	category,	and	it	includes	types	of	poetry	like	epics	and	ballads.	Youll	know	youre	reading	a	narrative	poem	when	it	has	a	plot,	with	a	beginning,	middle,	and	end.	Over	the	years,	theyve	been	written	to	record	history	and	extol	the	virtues	of	famous	people.	Narrative
poetry	has	been	popular	since	the	days	of	the	Greeks,	and	it	continues	to	be	beloved	today.	Poem	Example:	Paul	Reveres	Ride,	by	Henry	Wadsworth	Longfellow	These	poems	celebrate	a	person,	place,	thing,	or	idea.	They	can	be	written	in	any	form	(though	there	are	odes	that	have	specific	formats,	like	Horatian	odes)	and	be	of	any	length.	Odes	differ
from	ballads	or	epics	in	that	they	dont	generally	have	a	plot.	Unlike	elegies,	they	dont	focus	on	grief	or	loss.	Instead,	they	tell	of	the	subject	in	glowing,	descriptive	terms,	aiming	to	impress	the	reader.	Poem	Example:	Ode	to	the	West	Wind,	by	Percy	Bysshe	Shelley	In	pastoral	poems,	the	topic	is	usually	rural	life,	including	nature,	farmers,	shepherds,
and	people	living	in	the	country.	The	country	life	depicted	may	be	idealized	and	unrealistic.	Many	poets	use	pastoral	poems	as	a	contrast	with	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	city	life,	usually	favoring	the	country	scene	in	the	end.	Poem	Example:	The	Passionate	Shepherd	to	his	Love,	by	Christopher	Marlowe	This	poem	type	is	highly	structured	in	the	number
of	stanzas,	line	length,	and	even	syntax.	Sestinas	have	six	stanzas	of	six	lines	each	(36	lines),	finished	by	a	three-line	stanza	called	an	envoi.	To	add	to	the	complexity,	the	same	six	words	appear	at	the	end	of	each	of	the	six	lines,	but	in	a	different	order	in	each	verse.	These	six	words	also	appear,	two	per	line,	in	the	final	envoi.	This	can	be	a	really	fun
and	challenging	poem	type	to	try	with	students	who	appreciate	puzzles	and	logic	challenges.	Find	the	complete	rules	for	sestinas	here.	Poem	Example:	Sestina,	by	Elizabeth	Bishop	This	is	one	of	the	most	famous	(and	structured)	types	of	poetry,	immortalized	by	geniuses	like	Shakespeare	and	Milton.	There	are	two	classic	types	of	sonnets,	both	with	14
lines	written	in	iambic	pentameter.	Petrarch	was	an	Italian	poet	of	the	14th	century.	Though	he	didnt	invent	this	form	of	sonnet,	he	mastered	it	so	well	its	now	known	by	his	name.	It	has	two	stanzas.	The	first	stanza	has	eight	lines,	with	an	abba,	abba	rhyme	scheme.	The	second	stanza	has	six	lines,	and	the	rhyme	scheme	can	be	cde	cde,	or	cdcdcd.
Petrarchan	sonnets	often	present	a	question	or	argument	in	the	first	half,	with	a	conclusion	or	counterargument	in	the	second.	Poem	Example:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	(Sonnet	43),	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	After	sonnets	were	introduced	to	England,	poets	made	some	alterations	to	the	rhyme	scheme	and	format.	A	Shakespearean	sonnet	has	three
quatrains	(sections	of	four	lines	each),	followed	by	a	couplet	of	two	lines.	The	rhyme	scheme	is	abab,	cdcd,	efef,	gg.	This	gave	writers	a	little	more	leeway,	since	it	can	be	harder	to	find	rhyming	words	in	English	than	in	the	Romance	languages.	Shakespeare	perfected	the	form,	writing	154	sonnets	in	this	style.	Poem	Example:	Shall	I	Compare	Thee	to	a
Summers	Day?	(Sonnet	18),	by	William	Shakespeare	This	is	another	example	in	poetry	of	a	composition	that	has	a	very	specific	structure.	It	contains	five	three-line	stanzas	(tercet)	and	a	final	four-line	stanza	(quatrain),	for	a	total	of	19	lines.	The	tercets	all	use	the	rhyme	scheme	ABA,	and	the	quatrain	uses	ABAA.	In	addition,	the	first	and	third	lines	of
the	first	tercet	are	repeated	at	set	places	throughout	the	poem.	Here	are	all	the	rules	for	writing	villanelles.	Poem	Example:	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night,	by	Dylan	Thomas	We	Are	Teachers	Poetry	has	been	around	for	almost	four	thousand	years,	predating	even	written	language,	and	its	still	evolving	all	the	time.	Lets	explore	some	of	the
different	types	of	poems	you	might	come	across,	including	rhymed	poetry	and	free	verse	poetry,	and	how	experimenting	with	a	poems	structure	can	make	you	a	better	poet.Why	do	the	different	forms	of	poetry	matter?Poetic	forms	are	important	when	we	write	poems	for	three	main	reasons:1.	Forms	make	poetry	easier	to	rememberAt	its	inception,
poetry	was	used	as	a	way	to	pass	down	stories	and	ideas	to	new	generations.	Poetry	has	been	around	longer	than	the	written	word,	but	even	after	people	started	writing	things	down,	some	cultures	continued	telling	stories	orally.	They	did	this	by	telling	stories	as	poems.	Using	set	rhyme	schemes,	meters,	and	rhythms	made	it	easier	to	learn	those
poems	by	heart.2.	Form	shapes	the	rhythm	and	sound	of	a	poemUsing	poetic	structure	helps	shape	the	way	a	poem	will	sound	when	its	spoken	out	loud.	Even	though	most	of	our	poetry	today	is	written	down,	its	still	heard	at	live	performances,	and	well	often	hear	a	poem	in	our	head	as	were	reading	it.	Different	types	of	poetry	will	have	different
auditory	moods	and	rhythms,	which	contributes	to	the	overall	emotional	effect.3.	Form	challenges	our	use	of	languageAs	writers,	we	always	want	to	be	challenging	ourselves	to	use	words	in	new	and	exciting	ways.	Using	the	constraints	of	formal	poetry	is	a	great	way	to	stretch	our	imagination	and	come	up	with	new	ideas.	The	story	theorist	Robert
McKee	calls	this	creative	limitation.	By	imposing	limits	on	what	we	can	do,	well	instinctively	look	for	ever	more	creative	and	imaginative	ways	to	use	the	limited	space	that	were	given.Free	verse	poetry	vs.	rhymed	poetryThese	days,	rhymed	poetry	has	fallen	out	of	vogue	with	contemporary	poets,	though	it	still	has	its	champions.	In	the	early	20th
century	free	verse,	or	free	form,	poetry	was	embraced	for	its	fluid,	conversational	qualities,	and	dominates	the	poetic	landscape	today.	It	became	popular	in	part	because	it	feels	less	like	a	performance	and	more	like	youre	talking	directly	to	the	reader.Rhymed	poetry,	on	the	other	hand,	is	great	for	getting	a	message	across	to	the	reader	or	listener.
Most	pop	songs	today	are,	at	least	in	part,	rhymed	poetrythats	why	we	remember	them	and	find	ourselves	mulling	over	the	lyrics	days	later.Well	look	more	at	different	types	of	free	verse	poetry	and	rhymed	poetry,	and	you	can	see	which	ones	work	best	for	you.27	Types	of	PoetryYou	might	recognize	some	of	these	types	of	poems	from	reading	poetry
like	them	in	school	(Edgar	Allan	Poe,	William	Shakespeare,	and	Walt	Whitman	are	all	names	youve	probably	come	across	in	English	class!)	Others	might	be	new	to	you.	Once	you	know	a	little	bit	more	about	these	common	forms	(and	some	less	common	ones),	you	can	even	enjoy	writing	some	of	your	own!1.	HaikuA	haiku	is	a	traditional	cornerstone	of
Japanese	poetry	with	no	set	rhyme	scheme,	but	a	specific	shape:	three	lines	composed	of	five	syllables	in	the	first	line,	seven	in	the	second	line,	and	five	in	the	third	line.Occasionally,	some	traditional	Japanese	haiku	wont	fit	this	format	because	the	syllables	change	when	theyre	translated	into	English;	but	when	youre	writing	your	own	haiku	poem	in
your	native	language,	you	should	try	to	adhere	to	this	structure.Haiku	poems	are	often	explorations	of	the	natural	world,	but	they	can	be	about	anything	you	like.	Theyre	deceptively	simple	ideas	with	a	lot	of	poignancy	under	the	surface.Heres	an	example	of	a	haiku	poem,	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki:Over	the	wintryForest,	winds	howl	in
rageWith	no	leaves	to	blow.Learn	more	about	writing	your	own	haiku	poetry	in	our	dedicated	Academy	article.2.	LimerickA	limerick	is	a	short,	famous	poetic	form	consisting	of	five	lines	that	follow	the	rhyme	form	AABBA.	Usually	these	are	quite	funny	and	tell	a	story.	The	first	two	lines	should	have	eight	or	nine	syllables	each,	the	third	and	fourth
lines	should	have	five	or	six	syllables	each,	and	the	final	line	eight	or	nine	syllables	again.Limericks	are	great	learning	devices	for	children	because	their	rhythm	makes	them	so	easy	to	remember.	Heres	a	fun	example	of	a	limerick,	There	Was	A	Small	Boy	Of	Quebec	by	Rudyard	Kipling:There	was	a	small	boy	of	Quebec,Who	was	buried	in	snow	to	his
neck;When	they	said,	Are	you	friz?He	replied,	Yes,	I	isBut	we	dont	call	this	cold	in	Quebec.3.	ClerihewClerihews	are	a	little	bit	like	limericks	in	that	theyre	short,	funny,	and	often	satirical.	A	clerihew	is	made	up	of	four	lines	(or	several	four-line	stanzas)	with	the	rhyme	scheme	AABB,	and	the	first	line	of	the	stanza	must	be	a	persons	name.This	poetry
type	is	great	for	helping	people	remember	things	(or	enacting	some	good-natured	revenge).	Heres	a	famous	example,	Sir	Humphrey	Davy	by	Edmund	Clerihew	Bentley,	the	inventor	of	the	eponymous	clarihew:Sir	Humphrey	DavyAbominated	gravy.He	lived	in	the	odiumOf	having	discovered	sodium.4.	CinquainA	cinquain	is	a	five-line	poem	consisting
of	twenty-two	syllables:	two	in	the	first	line,	then	four,	then	six,	then	eight,	and	then	two	syllables	again	in	the	last	line.	These	are	deceptively	simple	poems	with	a	lovely	musicality	that	make	the	writer	think	hard	about	the	perfect	word	choices.Heres	an	example	of	a	cinquain	poem,	November	Night	by	Adelaide	Crapsey:ListenWith	faint	dry
sound,Like	steps	of	passing	ghosts,The	leaves,	frost-crispd,	break	from	the	treesAnd	fall.5.	TrioletA	triolet	is	a	traditional	French	single-stanza	poem	of	eight	lines	with	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABAAABAB;	however,	it	only	consists	of	five	unique	lines.	The	first	line	is	repeated	as	the	fourth	and	seventh	line,	and	the	second	line	is	repeated	as	the	very	last
line.	Although	simple,	a	well-written	triolet	will	bring	new	depth	and	meaning	to	the	repeated	lines	each	time.	Heres	an	example	of	a	classic	triolet	poem,	How	Great	My	Grief	by	Thomas	Hardy:How	great	my	grief,	my	joys	how	few,Since	first	it	was	my	fate	to	know	thee!Have	the	slow	years	not	brought	to	viewHow	great	my	grief,	my	joys	how	few,Nor
memory	shaped	old	times	anew,Nor	loving-kindness	helped	to	show	theeHow	great	my	grief,	my	joys	how	few,Since	first	it	was	my	fate	to	know	thee?6.	DizainA	dizain	is	another	traditional	form	made	up	of	just	one	ten-line	stanza,	and	with	each	line	having	ten	syllables	(thats	an	even	hundred	in	total).	The	rhyme	scheme	for	a	dizain	is	ABABBCCDCD.
This	poetry	type	was	a	favorite	of	French	poets	in	the	15th	and	16th	century,	and	many	English	poets	adapted	it	into	larger	works.	Heres	an	great	example	of	a	dizain	poem,	Names	by	Brad	Osborne:If	true	that	a	rose	by	another	nameHolds	in	its	fine	form	fragrance	just	as	sweetIf	vivid	beauty	remains	just	the	sameAnd	if	other	qualities	are
repleteWith	the	things	that	make	a	rose	so	completeWhy	bother	giving	anything	a	nameThen	on	whom	may	I	place	deserved	blameWhen	new	peoples	names	I	cannot	recallThere	seems	to	be	an	underlying	shameSo	why	do	we	bother	with	names	at	all7.	SonnetA	sonnet	is	a	lyric	poem	that	always	has	fourteen	lines.	The	oldest	type	of	sonnet	is	the
Italian	or	Petrarchan	sonnet,	which	is	broken	into	two	stanzas	of	eight	lines	and	six	lines.	The	first	stanza	has	a	consistent	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA	and	the	second	stanza	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	either	CDECDE	or	CDCDCD.Later	on,	an	ambitious	bloke	by	the	name	of	William	Shakespeare	developed	the	English	sonnet	(which	later	came	to	be
known	as	the	Shakespearean	sonnet).	It	still	has	fourteen	lines,	but	the	rhyme	scheme	is	different	and	it	uses	a	rhythm	called	iambic	pentameter.	It	has	four	distinctive	parts,	which	might	be	separate	stanzas	or	they	might	be	all	linked	together.	The	rhyme	scheme	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.William	Shakespeare	is	famous	for	using	iambic	pentameter	in
his	sonnets,	but	you	can	experiment	with	different	rhythms	and	see	what	works	best	for	you.	Heres	one	of	his	most	famous	sonnets,	Sonnet	18:Shall	I	compare	thee	to	a	summers	day?Thou	art	more	lovely	and	more	temperate:Rough	winds	do	shake	the	darling	buds	of	May,And	summers	lease	hath	all	too	short	a	date:Sometime	too	hot	the	eye	of
heaven	shines,And	often	is	his	gold	complexion	dimmd;And	every	fair	from	fair	sometime	declines,By	chance,	or	natures	changing	course,	untrimmd;But	thy	eternal	summer	shall	not	fadeNor	lose	possession	of	that	fair	thou	owst;Nor	shall	Death	brag	thou	wanderst	in	his	shade,When	in	eternal	lines	to	time	thou	growst;So	long	as	men	can	breathe	or
eyes	can	see,So	long	lives	this,	and	this	gives	life	to	thee.8.	Blank	verseBlank	verse	is	a	type	of	poetry	thats	written	in	a	precise	meter,	usually	iambic	pentameter,	but	without	rhyme.	This	is	reminiscent	of	Shakespearean	sonnets	and	many	of	his	plays,	but	it	reflects	a	movement	that	puts	rhythm	above	rhyme.Though	each	line	of	blank	verse	must	be
ten	syllables,	theres	no	restriction	on	the	amount	of	lines	or	individual	stanzas.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	a	poem	in	blank	verse,	the	first	stanza	of	Frost	at	Midnight	by	Samuel	Taylor	Coleridge:The	Frost	performs	its	secret	ministry,Unhelped	by	any	wind.	The	owlets	cryCame	loudand	hark,	again!	loud	as	before.The	inmates	of	my	cottage,	all	at
rest,Have	left	me	to	that	solitude,	which	suitsAbstruser	musings:	save	that	at	my	sideMy	cradled	infant	slumbers	peacefully.Tis	calm	indeed!	so	calm,	that	it	disturbsAnd	vexes	meditation	with	its	strangeAnd	extreme	silentness.	Sea,	hill,	and	wood,This	populous	village!	Sea,	and	hill,	and	wood,With	all	the	numberless	goings-on	of	life,Inaudible	as
dreams!	the	thin	blue	flameLies	on	my	low-burnt	fire,	and	quivers	not;Only	that	film,	which	fluttered	on	the	grate9.	VillanelleA	villanelle	is	a	type	of	French	poem	made	up	of	nineteen	lines	grouped	into	six	separate	stanzas.	The	first	five	stanzas	have	three	lines	each,	and	the	last	stanza	has	four	lines.	Each	three-line	stanza	rhymes	ABA,	and	the	last
one	ABAA.Villanelles	tend	to	feature	a	lot	of	repetition,	which	lends	them	a	musical	quality;	usually	the	very	first	and	third	lines	become	the	alternating	last	lines	of	each	following	stanza.	This	can	be	a	bit	like	putting	a	puzzle	together.	Heres	an	example	to	show	you	how	it	looks:	My	Darling	Turns	to	Poetry	at	Night,	a	famous	villanelle	by	Anthony
Lawrence:My	darling	turns	to	poetry	at	night.What	began	as	flirtation,	an	asideBetween	abstract	expression	and	first	lightNow	finds	form	as	a	silent,	startled	flightOf	commas	on	her	facea	breath,	a	wordMy	darling	turns	to	poetry	at	night.When	rain	inspires	the	night	birds	to	createRhyme	and	formal	verse,	stanzas	can	be	madeBetween	abstract
expression	and	first	light.Her	heartbeat	is	a	metaphor,	a	lateBloom	of	red	flowers	that	refuse	to	fade.My	darling	turns	to	poetry	at	night.I	watch	her	turn.	I	do	not	sleep.	I	waitFor	symbols,	for	a	sign	that	fear	has	diedBetween	abstract	expression	and	first	light.Her	dreams	have	night	vision,	and	in	her	sightOur	bodies	leave	ghostprints	on	the	bed.My
darling	turns	to	poetry	at	nightBetween	abstract	expression	and	first	light.10.	ParadelleThe	paradelle	is	a	complex	and	demanding	variation	of	the	villanelle,	developed	in	France	in	the	11th	century	except	it	wasnt.	It	was,	in	fact,	a	hoax	developed	in	the	20th	century	that	got	drastically	out	of	hand.	The	American	poet	Billy	Collins	invented	the
paradelle	as	a	satire	of	the	popular	villanelle	and,	like	many	happy	accidents,	the	paradelle	was	embraced	as	a	welcome	challenge	and	is	now	part	of	contemporary	poetrys	repertoire.A	paradelle	is	composed	of	four	six-line	stanzas.	In	each	of	the	first	three	stanzas,	the	first	two	lines	must	be	the	same,	the	second	two	lines	must	be	the	same,	and	the
final	two	lines	must	contain	every	word	from	the	first	and	third	lines,	and	only	those	words,	rearranged	in	a	new	order.	The	fourth	and	final	stanza	must	contain	every	word	from	the	fifth	and	sixth	lines	of	the	first	three	stanzas,	and	only	those	words,	again	rearranged	in	a	new	order.11th-century	relic	or	not,	this	poetry	form	is	a	great	exercise	for
playing	with	words.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	the	original	paradelle	that	started	it	all,	the	first	stanzas	of	Paradelle	for	Susan	by	Billy	Collins:I	remember	the	quick,	nervous	bird	of	your	love.I	remember	the	quick,	nervous	bird	of	your	love.Always	perched	on	the	thinnest	highest	branch.Always	perched	on	the	thinnest	highest	branch.Thinnest	love,
remember	the	quick	branch.Always	nervous,	I	perched	on	you	highest	bird	the.	It	is	time	for	me	to	cross	the	mountain.It	is	time	for	me	to	cross	the	mountain.And	find	another	shore	to	darken	with	my	pain.And	find	another	shore	to	darken	with	my	pain.Another	pain	for	me	to	darken	the	mountain.And	find	the	time,	cross	my	shore,	to	with	it	is	to.	The
weather	warm,	the	handwriting	familiar.The	weather	warm,	the	handwriting	familiar.Your	letter	flies	from	my	hand	into	the	waters	below.Your	letter	flies	from	my	hand	into	the	waters	below.The	familiar	water	below	my	warm	hand.Into	handwriting	your	weather	flies	you	letter	the	from	the.	I	always	cross	the	highest	letter,	the	thinnest	bird.Below
the	waters	of	my	warm	familiar	pain,	Another	hand	to	remember	your	handwriting.The	weather	perched	for	me	on	the	shore.Quick,	your	nervous	branch	flew	from	love.Darken	the	mountain,	time	and	find	was	my	into	it	was	with	to	to.Were	the	writing	community	youve	been	looking	for.	Write,	make	friends,	perfect	your	craft,	meet	beta	readers,	and
become	the	best	writer	you	can	be!Join	for	free	today11.	SestinaA	sestina	is	a	complex	French	poetry	form	(a	real	one,	this	time)	composed	of	thirty-nine	lines	in	seven	stanzassix	stanzas	of	six	lines	each,	and	one	stanza	of	three	lines.	Each	word	at	the	end	of	each	line	in	the	first	stanza	then	gets	repeated	at	the	end	of	each	line	in	each	following
stanza,	but	in	a	different	order.Some	poets	use	favorite	metres	or	rhyme	schemes	in	their	sestina	poems,	but	you	dont	have	to.	The	classic	form	of	a	sestina	is:First	stanza:	ABCDEF;	each	letter	represents	the	word	at	the	end	of	each	line.Second	stanza:	FAEBDCThird	stanza:	CFDABEFourth	stanza:	ECBFADFifth	stanza:	DEACFBSixth	stanza:
BDFECASeventh	stanza:	ACE	or	ECAHeres	an	excerpt	from	a	modern	example	of	a	sestina,	the	first	stanzas	of	A	Miracle	For	Breakfast	by	Elizabeth	Bishop.	Looking	at	the	first	two	stanzas,	you	can	see	that	the	repeated	end	words	match	the	mixed-up	letter	guide	above.At	six	oclock	we	were	waiting	for	coffee,waiting	for	coffee	and	the	charitable
crumbthat	was	going	to	be	served	from	a	certain	balconylike	kings	of	old,	or	like	a	miracle.It	was	still	dark.	One	foot	of	the	sunsteadied	itself	on	a	long	ripple	in	the	river.	The	first	ferry	of	the	day	had	just	crossed	the	river.It	was	so	cold	we	hoped	that	the	coffeewould	be	very	hot,	seeing	that	the	sunwas	not	going	to	warm	us;	and	that	the	crumbwould
be	a	loaf	each,	buttered,	by	a	miracle.At	seven	a	man	stepped	out	on	the	balcony.12.	RondelA	rondel	is	a	French	type	of	poetry	made	of	three	stanzas:	the	first	two	are	four	lines	long,	and	the	third	is	five	or	six	lines	long.	The	first	two	lines	of	the	poems	are	refrains	which	are	repeated	as	the	last	two	lines	of	the	following	two	stanzasalthough
sometimes	the	poet	will	choose	only	one	line	to	repeat	at	the	very	last	line.Rondels	usually	use	a	ABBA	ABAB	ABBAA	rhyme	scheme,	but	they	can	be	written	in	any	meter.	Heres	an	example	of	a	traditional	rondel	poem,	The	Wanderer	by	Henry	Austin	Dobson:Love	comes	back	to	his	vacant	dwellingThe	old,	old	Love	that	we	knew	of	yore!We	see	him
stand	by	the	open	door,With	his	great	eyes	sad,	and	his	bosom	swelling.	He	makes	as	though	in	our	arms	repelling,He	fain	would	lie	as	he	lay	before;Love	comes	back	to	his	vacant	dwelling,The	old,	old	Love	that	we	knew	of	yore!	Ah,	who	shall	help	us	from	over-spellingThat	sweet,	forgotten,	forbidden	lore!Een	as	we	doubt	in	our	heart	once
more,With	a	rush	of	tears	to	our	eyelids	welling,Love	comes	back	to	his	vacant	dwelling.13.	GhazalA	ghazal	is	an	old	Arabic	poetry	form	consisting	of	at	least	ten	lines,	but	no	more	than	thirty,	all	written	in	two-line	stanzas	called	couplets.	The	first	two	lines	of	a	ghazal	end	with	the	same	word,	but	the	words	just	preceding	the	last	lines	will	rhyme.
From	this	point	on,	the	second	line	of	each	couplet	will	have	the	same	last	word,	and	the	word	just	before	it	will	rhyme	with	the	others.Ghazals	are	traditionally	a	poem	of	love	and	longing,	but	they	can	be	written	about	any	feeling	or	idea.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	a	ghazal	poem,	the	first	stanzas	of	Ghazal	of	the	Better-Unbegun	by	Heather	McHugh:Too
volatile,	am	I?	too	voluble?	too	much	a	word-person?I	blame	the	soup:	Im	a	primordially	stirred	person.Two	pronouns	and	a	vehicle	was	Icarus	with	wings.The	apparatus	of	his	selves	made	an	absurd	person.The	sound	I	make	is	sympathys:	sad	dogs	are	tied	afar.But	howling	I	become	an	ever	more	unheard	person.14.	Golden	shovelA	golden	shovel
poem	is	a	more	recent	poetry	form	that	was	developed	by	poet	Terrance	Hayes	and	inspired	by	Gwendolyn	Brooks.	Though	its	much	newer	than	many	of	the	types	of	poetry	on	this	list,	it	has	been	enthusiastically	embraced	in	contemporary	poetry.Its	a	bit	like	an	acrostic-style	poem	in	that	it	hides	a	secret	message:	the	last	word	of	every	line	of	a
golden	shovel	poem	is	a	word	from	another	poems	title	or	line,	or	a	saying	or	headline	you	want	to	work	with.For	example,	if	you	want	to	write	a	golden	shovel	poem	about	the	line,	dead	men	tell	no	tales,	the	first	line	of	your	poem	would	end	in	dead,	the	second	line	in	men,	and	so	on	until	you	can	read	your	entire	message	along	the	right-hand	side	of
the	poem.Heres	an	excerpt	from	Terrance	Hayess	poem	that	started	the	golden	shovel	trend:When	I	am	so	small	Das	sock	covers	my	arm,	wecruise	at	twilight	until	we	find	the	place	the	realmen	lean,	bloodshot	and	translucent	with	cool.His	smile	is	a	gold-plated	incantation	as	wedrift	by	women	on	bar	stools,	with	nothing	leftin	them	but
approachlessness.	This	is	a	schoolI	do	not	know	yet.	But	the	cue	sticks	mean	weare	rubbed	by	light,	smooth	as	wood,	the	lurkof	smoke	thinned	to	song.	We	wont	be	out	late.15.	PalindromePalindrome	poems,	also	called	mirror	poems,	are	poems	that	begin	repeating	backwards	halfway	through,	so	that	the	first	line	and	the	last	line	are	the	same,	the
second	line	and	the	second-to-last	line	are	the	same,	and	so	on.Theyre	a	challenging	yet	fun	way	to	show	two	sides	of	the	same	story.	Heres	an	example	of	a	palindrome	poem,	On	Reflection	by	Kristin	Bock:Far	from	the	din	of	the	articulated	world,I	wanted	to	be	content	in	an	empty	rooma	barn	on	the	hillside	like	a	bone,a	limbo	of	afternoons	strung
together	like	cardboard	boxes,to	be	free	of	your	imagecrown	of	bees,	pail	of	black	waterstaggering	through	the	pitiful	corn.I	cant	always	see	through	it.The	mind	is	a	pond	layered	in	lilies.The	mind	is	a	pond	layered	in	lilies.I	cant	always	see	through	itstaggering	through	the	pitiful	corn.Crown	of	Bees,	Pail	of	Black	Water,to	be	of	your	imagea	limbo	of
afternoons	strung	together	like	cardboard	boxes,a	barn	on	the	hillside	like	a	bone.I	wanted	to	be	content	in	an	empty	roomfar	from	the	din	of	the	articulated	world.16.	OdeAn	ode	is	a	poetic	form	of	celebration	used	to	honor	a	person,	thing,	or	idea.	Theyre	often	overflowing	with	intense	emotion	and	powerful	imagery.Odes	can	be	used	in	conjunction
with	formal	meters	and	rhyme	schemes,	but	they	dont	have	to	be;	often	poets	will	favor	internal	rhymes	instead,	to	give	their	ode	a	sense	of	rhythm.This	is	a	more	open-ended	poetry	type	you	can	use	to	show	your	appreciation	for	something	or	someone.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	one	of	the	most	famous	and	beautiful	odes,	written	in	celebration	of
autumn:	To	Autumn	by	John	Keats:Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	blessWith	fruit	the	vines	that	round	the	thatch-eaves	run;To	bend	with	apples	the	mossed	cottage-trees,And	fill	all	fruit	with	ripeness	to	the	core;To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shellsWith	a
sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,For	Summer	has	oer-brimmed	their	clammy	cells.17.	ElegyAn	elegy	is	similar	to	an	ode	in	that	it	celebrates	a	person	or	idea,	but	in	this	instance	is	the	poem	centers	around	something	that	has	died	or	been	lost.Theres	a	tradition
among	poets	to	write	elegies	for	one	another	once	another	poet	has	died.	Sometimes	these	are	obvious	memoriams	of	a	deceased	person,	and	other	times	the	true	meaning	will	be	hidden	behind	layers	of	symbolism	and	metaphor.Like	the	ode,	theres	no	formal	meter	or	rhyme	scheme	in	an	elegy,	though	you	can	certainly	experiment	with	using
them.Heres	an	excerpt	of	an	elegy	written	by	one	poet	for	another,	In	Memory	of	W.	B.	Yeats	by	W.	H.	Auden:He	disappeared	in	the	dead	of	winter:The	brooks	were	frozen,	the	airports	almost	deserted,And	snow	disfigured	the	public	statues;The	mercury	sank	in	the	mouth	of	the	dying	day.What	instruments	we	have	agreeThe	day	of	his	death	was	a
dark	cold	day.Far	from	his	illnessThe	wolves	ran	on	through	the	evergreen	forests,The	peasant	river	was	untempted	by	the	fashionable	quays;By	mourning	tonguesThe	death	of	the	poet	was	kept	from	his	poems.18.	EkphrasisEkphrastic	poetry	is	a	little	bit	like	an	ode,	as	it	is	also	written	in	celebration	of	something.	Ekphrasis,	however,	is	very	specific
as	its	used	to	draw	attention	to	a	work	of	artusually	visual	art,	but	it	could	be	something	like	a	song	or	a	work	of	fiction	too.	Sometimes	ekphrastic	poems	and	odes	can	overlap,	like	in	John	Keats	Ode	to	a	Grecian	Urnan	ekphrastic	ode.Ekphrastic	poems	are	most	often	written	about	paintings,	but	it	can	also	be	about	sculptures,	dance,	or	even
theatrical	performances.Ekphrasis	has	no	set	meter	or	rhyme	scheme,	but	some	poets	like	to	use	them.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	an	ekphrastic	poem,	The	Starry	Night	by	Anne	Sexton,	in	celebration	of	Van	Goghs	painting:The	town	does	not	existexcept	where	one	black-haired	tree	slipsup	like	a	drowned	woman	into	the	hot	sky.The	town	is	silent.	The
night	boils	with	eleven	stars.Oh	starry	starry	night!	This	is	howI	want	to	die.It	moves.	They	are	all	alive.Even	the	moon	bulges	in	its	orange	ironsto	push	children,	like	a	god,	from	its	eye.The	old	unseen	serpent	swallows	up	the	stars.Oh	starry	starry	night!	This	is	howI	want	to	die.19.	PastoralPastoral	poetry	can	take	any	meter	or	rhyme	scheme,	but	it
focuses	on	the	beauty	of	nature.	These	poems	draw	attention	to	idyllic	settings	and	romanticize	the	idea	of	shepherds	and	agriculture	laborers	living	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world.Often	these	traditional	pastoral	poems	carry	a	religious	overtone,	suggesting	that	by	bringing	oneself	closer	to	nature	they	were	also	becoming	closer	to	their
spirituality.	They	can	be	written	in	free	verse,	or	in	poetic	structure.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	a	famous	pastoral	poem,	The	Passionate	Shepherd	to	His	Love	by	Christopher	Marlowe:Come	live	with	me	and	be	my	love,And	we	will	all	the	pleasures	proveThat	valleys,	groves,	hills,	and	fields,Woods,	or	steepy	mountain	yields.And	we	will	sit	upon	the
rocks,Seeing	the	shepherds	feed	their	flocks,By	shallow	rivers	to	whose	fallsMelodious	birds	sing	madrigals.20.	EpicAn	epic	poem	is	a	grand,	overarching	story	written	in	versetheyre	the	novels	of	the	poetry	world.	This	is	sometimes	called	ballad	poetry,	or	narrative	poetry.	Before	stories	were	written	as	novels	and	short	stories	and	then,	later,
screenplays,	all	of	our	classic	tales	would	be	written	as	a	narrative	poem.Experimenting	with	epic	poems,	such	as	writing	a	short	story	all	in	verse,	is	a	great	way	to	give	your	writers	muscles	a	workout.	These	dont	have	a	specific	rhyme	scheme	or	metre,	although	many	classic	epic	poems	do	use	them	to	give	a	sense	of	rhythm	and	unity	to	the
piece.Heres	an	excerpt	from	one	of	our	oldest	surviving	epic	poems,	Beowulf,	translated	from	old	English	by	Frances	B.	Gummere:Lo,	praise	of	the	prowess	of	people-kingsof	spear-armed	Danes,	in	days	long	sped,we	have	heard,	and	what	honor	the	athelings	won!Oft	Scyld	the	Scefing	from	squadroned	foes,from	many	a	tribe,	the	mead-bench
tore,awing	the	earls.	Since	erst	he	layfriendless,	a	foundling,	fate	repaid	him:for	he	waxed	under	welkin,	in	wealth	he	throve,till	before	him	the	folk,	both	far	and	near,who	house	by	the	whale-path,	heard	his	mandate,gave	him	gifts:	a	good	king	he!(Irish	poet	Seamus	Heaney	has	also	completed	an	even	more	modern	translation	for	the	layperson.)21.
BalladA	ballad	is	similar	to	an	epic	in	that	it	tells	a	story,	but	its	much	shorter	and	a	bit	more	structured.	This	poetry	form	is	made	up	of	four-line	stanzas	(as	many	as	are	needed	to	tell	the	story)	with	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABCB.Ballads	were	originally	meant	to	be	set	to	music,	which	is	where	we	get	the	idea	of	our	slow,	sultry	love	song	ballads	today.	A
lot	of	traditional	ballads	are	all	in	dialogue,	where	two	characters	are	speaking	back	and	forth.Heres	an	excerpt	from	a	traditional	ballad	poem,	La	Belle	Dame	sans	Merci	by	John	Keats:O	what	can	ail	thee,	knight-at-arms,Alone	and	palely	loitering?The	sedge	has	withered	from	the	lake,And	no	birds	sing.O	what	can	ail	thee,	knight-at-arms,So	haggard
and	so	woe-begone?The	squirrels	granary	is	full,And	the	harvests	done.22.	AcrosticIn	acrostic	poems,	certain	letters	of	each	line	spell	out	a	word	or	message.	Usually	the	letters	that	spell	the	message	will	be	the	first	letter	of	each	line,	so	that	you	can	read	the	secret	word	right	down	the	margin;	however,	you	can	also	use	the	letters	at	the	end	or
down	the	middle	of	the	lines	to	hide	a	secret	message.	Acrostic	poems	are	especially	popular	with	children	and	are	sometimes	called	name	poems.Heres	an	example	of	an	acrostic	poem,	A	Boat	Beneath	a	Sunny	Sky	by	Lewis	Carroll.	The	first	letter	of	each	line	spells	out	Alice	Pleasance	Liddell,	who	was	a	young	friend	of	Carrolls	and	the	inspiration
behind	Alices	Adventures	in	Wonderland.A	boat	beneath	a	sunny	sky,Lingering	onward	dreamilyIn	an	evening	of	JulyChildren	three	that	nestle	near,Eager	eye	and	willing	ear,Pleased	a	simple	tale	to	hearLong	has	paled	that	sunny	sky:Echoes	fade	and	memories	die:Autumn	frosts	have	slain	July.Still	she	haunts	me,	phantomwise,Alice	moving	under
skiesNever	seen	by	waking	eyes.Children	yet,	the	tale	to	hear,Eager	eye	and	willing	ear,Lovingly	shall	nestle	near.In	a	Wonderland	they	lie,Dreaming	as	the	days	go	by,Dreaming	as	the	summers	die:Ever	drifting	down	the	streamLingering	in	the	golden	gleamLife,	what	is	it	but	a	dream?23.	ConcreteA	concrete	poem,	sometimes	called	a	shape	poem,	is
a	visual	poem	structure	where	the	shape	of	the	poem	resembles	its	content	or	message.	These	are	another	favorite	with	children,	although	they	can	be	used	to	communicate	powerful	adult	ideas,	too.When	writing	concrete	poetry,	you	can	experiment	with	different	fonts,	sizes,	and	even	colors	to	create	your	visual	poem.	Heres	an	example	of	a
concrete	poem,	Sonnet	in	the	Shape	of	a	Potted	Christmas	Tree	by	George	Starbuck:*O	fury-bedecked!O	glitter-torn!Let	the	wild	wind	erectbonbonbonanzas;	junipers	affectfrostyfreeze	turbans;	iciclestuff	adornall	cuckolded	creation	in	a	madcap	crown	of	horn!Its	a	new	day;	no	scapegrace	of	a	secttidying	up	the	ashtrays	playing	Daughter-in-Law
Elect;bells!	bibelots!	popsicle	cigars!	shatter	the	glassware!	a	son	bornnownowwhile	ox	and	ass	and	infant	lietogether	as	poor	creatures	willand	tears	of	her	exertion	stillcling	in	the	spent	girls	eyeand	a	great	firework	in	the	skydrifts	to	the	western	hill.24.	Prose	poemA	prose	poem	combines	elements	of	both	prose	writing	and	poetry	into	something
new.	Prose	poems	dont	have	shape	and	line	breaks	in	the	way	that	traditional	poems	do,	but	they	make	use	of	poetic	devices	like	meter,	internal	rhyme,	alliteration,	metaphor,	imagery,	and	symbolism	to	create	a	snapshot	of	prose	that	reads	and	feels	like	a	poem.Heres	an	example	of	a	prose	poem,	Be	Drunk	by	Charles	Baudelaire:You	have	to	be
always	drunk.	Thats	all	there	is	to	itits	the	only	way.	So	as	not	to	feel	the	horrible	burden	of	time	that	breaks	your	back	and	bends	you	to	the	earth,	you	have	to	be	continually	drunk.But	on	what?	Wine,	poetry	or	virtue,	as	you	wish.	But	be	drunk.And	if	sometimes,	on	the	steps	of	a	palace	or	the	green	grass	of	a	ditch,	in	the	mournful	solitude	of	your
room,	you	wake	again,	drunkenness	already	diminishing	or	gone,	ask	the	wind,	the	wave,	the	star,	the	bird,	the	clock,	everything	that	is	flying,	everything	that	is	groaning,	everything	that	is	rolling,	everything	that	is	singing,	everything	that	is	speaking	ask	what	time	it	is	and	wind,	wave,	star,	bird,	clock	will	answer	you:	It	is	time	to	be	drunk!	So	as
not	to	be	the	martyred	slaves	of	time,	be	drunk,	be	continually	drunk!	On	wine,	on	poetry	or	on	virtue	as	you	wish.25.	Found	poetryFound	poetry	is	a	poem	made	up	of	a	composite	of	external	quotations.	This	may	be	from	poems,	beloved	works	of	literature,	newspaper	articles,	instruction	manuals,	or	political	manifestos.	You	can	copy	out	pieces	of
text,	or	you	can	cut	out	different	words	to	make	a	visual	collage	effect.Another	form	of	found	poetry	is	blackout	poetry,	where	words	are	crossed	out	and	removed	from	an	external	source	to	create	a	new	meaning.These	can	be	a	great	way	to	find	new	or	contrasting	meaning	in	everyday	life,	but	always	be	sure	to	reference	what	sources	your	poem
came	from	originally	to	avoid	plagiarism.	Heres	an	example	of	a	found	poem,	Testimony	by	Charles	Reznikoff,	cut	up	from	law	reports	between	1885	and	1915:Amelia	was	just	fourteen	and	out	of	the	orphan	asylum;	at	her	first	jobin	the	bindery,	and	yes	sir,	yesmaam,	oh,	so	anxious	to	please.	She	stood	at	the	table,	her	blond	hair	hanging	abouther
shoulders,	knocking	up	for	Mary	and	Sadie,the	stichers	(knocking	up	is	counting	books	andstacking	them	in	piles	to	be	taken	away).26.	NonceA	nonce	poem	is	a	DIY	poem	structure	intended	for	one-time	use	to	challenge	yourself	as	a	writer,	or	just	to	try	something	new.	Its	a	formal,	rigid,	standardized	poetry	form	thats	brand	new	to	the	world.For
example,	you	might	say,	Im	going	to	write	a	poem	starting	with	a	three-line	stanza,	then	two	four-line	stanzas,	then	another	three-line	stanza,	and	each	line	is	going	to	be	eight	syllables	except	the	first	and	last	line	of	the	poem	which	are	each	going	to	have	eleven	syllables,	and	the	last	word	of	every	stanza	will	be	true	rhymes	and	the	first	word	of
every	stanza	will	be	slant	rhymes.	And	then	you	do	it,	just	to	see	if	you	can.Nonce	poems	are	a	great	way	to	stretch	your	creativity	and	language	skills	to	their	limit.	Then,	like	Terrance	Hayess	Golden	Shovel,	or	Billy	Collins	Paradelle,	your	nonce	poem	might	even	catch	on!	Heres	an	excerpt	from	a	nonce	poem,	And	If	I	Did,	What	Then?	by	George
Gascoigne:Are	you	aggrievd	therefore?The	sea	hath	fish	for	every	man,And	what	would	you	have	more?Thus	did	my	mistress	once,Amaze	my	mind	with	doubt;And	poppd	a	question	for	the	nonceTo	beat	my	brains	about.27.	Free	verseFree	verse	is	the	type	of	poetry	most	favored	by	contemporary	poets;	it	has	no	set	meter,	rhyme	scheme,	or	structure,
but	allows	the	poet	to	feel	out	the	content	of	the	poem	as	they	go.Poets	will	often	still	use	rhythmic	literary	devices	such	as	assonance	and	internal	rhymes,	but	it	wont	be	bound	up	with	the	same	creative	restraints	as	more	structured	poetry.	However,	even	poets	that	work	solely	in	free	verse	will	usually	argue	that	its	beneficial	to	first	work	up	your
mastery	of	language	through	exercises	in	more	structured	poetry	forms.Heres	an	example	of	a	poem	in	free	verse,	an	excerpt	from	On	Turning	Ten,	by	Billy	Collins:The	whole	idea	of	it	makes	me	feellike	Im	coming	down	with	something,something	worse	than	any	stomach	acheor	the	headaches	I	get	from	reading	in	bad	lighta	kind	of	measles	of	the
spirit,a	mumps	of	the	psyche,a	disfiguring	chicken	pox	of	the	soul.3	ways	poem	structure	will	make	you	a	better	writerMaybe	youve	fallen	in	love	with	formal	rhymed	poetry,	or	maybe	you	think	that	for	you,	free	verse	is	the	way	to	go.	Either	way,	its	good	training	for	a	writer	to	experiment	with	poetry	structure	for	a	few	different	reasons.1.	Using
poetic	form	will	teach	you	about	poetic	devicesUsing	poetic	form	will	open	up	your	world	to	a	huge	range	of	useful	poetic	devices	like	assonance,	chiasmus,	and	epistrophe,	as	well	as	broader	overarching	ideas	like	metaphor,	imagery,	and	symbolism.	We	talk	about	these	poetic	devices	a	lot	in	poetry	forms,	but	just	about	all	of	them	can	be	used
effectively	in	prose	writing,	too!Paying	attention	to	poetic	form	takes	your	mastery	of	language	to	a	whole	new	level.	Then	you	can	take	this	skill	set	and	apply	it	to	your	writing	in	a	whole	range	of	mediums.2.	Writing	poems	with	structure	teaches	you	how	to	use	rhythmRhythm	is	one	of	the	core	concepts	of	all	poetry.	Rhymes	and	formal	meter	are
two	ways	to	capture	rhythm	in	your	poems,	but	even	in	free	verse	poetry	that	lacks	a	formal	poetic	structure,	the	key	to	good	poetry	is	a	smooth	and	addictive	rhythm	that	makes	you	feel	the	words	in	your	bones.Once	you	start	experimenting	with	poetry	forms,	youll	find	that	youll	develop	an	inner	ear	for	the	rhythm	of	language.	This	rhythmic	sense
translates	into	beautiful	sentence	structure	and	cadence	in	other	types	of	writing,	from	short	stories	and	novels,	to	marketing	copy,	to	comic	books.	Rhythm	is	what	makes	your	words	a	joy	to	read.3.	Formal	poetry	helps	you	increase	your	vocabulary	and	refine	your	word	choiceNo	matter	what	youre	writing,	specificity	is	a	game	changer	when	it
comes	to	getting	a	point	across	to	your	reader.	With	the	English	language	being	well-populated	with	nice,	easy	syllables,	many	new	writers	fall	into	the	bad	habit	of	choosing	words	that	are	just	kind	of	okay,	instead	of	the	exact	right	word	for	that	moment.Writing	formal	poetry	forces	you	to	not	only	expand	your	vocabulary	to	find	the	right	word	to	fit
the	rhyme	scheme	or	rhythm,	but	to	weigh	each	word	and	examine	it	from	all	angles	before	awarding	it	a	place	in	your	poem.	This	way,	when	you	move	into	other	forms	of	writing,	youll	carry	good	habits	and	a	deep	respect	for	language	into	your	work.Start	writing	different	types	of	poetryLearning	about	different	types	of	poems	for	the	first	time	can
be	a	bit	like	opening	a	floodgate	into	a	whole	new	way	of	living.	Whether	you	prefer	free	verse	poetry,	lyric	poetry,	romantic	Shakespearean	sonnets,	short	philosophical	haiku,	or	even	coming	up	with	your	own	nonce	poetry	structure,	youll	find	that	writing	poetry	challenges	your	writers	muscles	in	ways	you	never	would	have	expected.	Next	time
youre	in	a	creative	rut,	trying	experimenting	with	poetry	forms	to	get	the	words	flowing	in	a	whole	new	way.	If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of	poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless	poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,	which	can	feel	intimidating.
Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced	yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry	books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning	about	the	huge	array	of
different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write	your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide	examples	of	each.	Its	by	no
means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little	song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.	Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form	quickly	gained	popularity
and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes	of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form	of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Italian	sonnet.	But	there
is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought	to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between	these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in	coded	letters	of	the
alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line	rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a	Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a	sestet	(a	group	of	6
lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between	the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.	Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format	was	adapted	to	suit
the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)	and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional	Petrarchan/Italian	format:
How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul	can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to	the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,	as	men	strive	for	right.	I
love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I	seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;	and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example	of	a	Shakespearean
sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be	wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,	But	no	such	roses	see
I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when	she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any	she	belied	with	false
compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative	writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing	your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous	Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash
in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,	whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject	matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and	often	spoke	of	the
changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki	Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of	traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually	unrhyming	poems
have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since	they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line	stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at	the	end	of	each
remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles	Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that	give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew	as	one	in
visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the	large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,	And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may	It	might
not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost	stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night	Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;	But	in	the
full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the	way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor	closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,	Nor	more	of
song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest	of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There	shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light	Before	the
night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they	have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,	and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line	stanzas,
followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,	its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)	in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,	both	in	the
rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and	19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing	when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few	rules	help	to
give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is	right,	Because
their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have	danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the	sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good
night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my	father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems	spell	out	a
word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems	as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent	plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic	poem	too,
such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or	L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less	gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure	his	love
was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally	contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a	meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of	high
public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont	have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the	overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example	of	an
elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle	moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows	round
the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my	Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was	wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and	dismantle
the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the	words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.	Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an	extra
dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love	heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example	is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem	was
originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete	poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to	widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,	who
created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,	harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in	sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,	That
I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks	are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed	by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the	rhyme



scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line	that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems	as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of
humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the	limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,	Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not
always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often	have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice	letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,
who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus	Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt	This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see
fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre	presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally	passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are
typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and	lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy
land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,	That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a	form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an
angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me	lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth	take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her
all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is	blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He	is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is
the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never	sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally	translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in
Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is	an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one	syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are
generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese	tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so	the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after
the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is	a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have	their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to
complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round	the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit
with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,	Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen	thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting
careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy	hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy	laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the
last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the	soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn	Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-
grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows	twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,	structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count
syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without	constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally	endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee
From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.	From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent	peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,
to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our	hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were	nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to
impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it	comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic	styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,
the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to	traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of	poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless
poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,	which	can	feel	intimidating.	Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced	yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry
books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning	about	the	huge	array	of	different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write
your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide	examples	of	each.	Its	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little	song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.
Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form	quickly	gained	popularity	and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes	of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form
of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Italian	sonnet.	But	there	is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought	to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between
these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in	coded	letters	of	the	alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line	rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a
Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a	sestet	(a	group	of	6	lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between	the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.
Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format	was	adapted	to	suit	the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)	and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets
is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional	Petrarchan/Italian	format:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul	can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to
the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,	as	men	strive	for	right.	I	love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I	seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;
and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example	of	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be
wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,	But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when
she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any	she	belied	with	false	compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative	writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing
your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous	Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash	in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,	whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject
matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and	often	spoke	of	the	changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki	Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of
traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually	unrhyming	poems	have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since	they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line
stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at	the	end	of	each	remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles	Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that
give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew	as	one	in	visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the	large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,
And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may	It	might	not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost	stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night
Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;	But	in	the	full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the	way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor
closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,	Nor	more	of	song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest	of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There
shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light	Before	the	night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they	have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,
and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line	stanzas,	followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,	its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)
in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,	both	in	the	rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and	19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing
when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few	rules	help	to	give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,
rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is	right,	Because	their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have	danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the
sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my	father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle
into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems	spell	out	a	word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems	as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent
plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic	poem	too,	such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or	L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less
gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure	his	love	was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally	contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a
meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of	high	public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont	have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the
overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example	of	an	elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle
moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows	round	the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my	Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was
wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and	dismantle	the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the	words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.
Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an	extra	dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love	heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example
is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem	was	originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete	poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to
widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,	who	created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,	harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in
sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,	That	I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks	are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed
by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the	rhyme	scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line	that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems
as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of	humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the	limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,
Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not	always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often	have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice
letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,	who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus	Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt
This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see	fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre	presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally
passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are	typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and	lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic
example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy	land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,	That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a
form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an	angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me	lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth
take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her	all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is	blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He
is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is	the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never	sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally
translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in	Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is	an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one
syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are	generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese	tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so
the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after	the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is	a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have
their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to	complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round
the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit	with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,	Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen
thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting	careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy	hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy
laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the	last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the	soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn
Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows	twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,
structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count	syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without	constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally
endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee	From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.	From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent
peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,	to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our	hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were
nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to	impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it	comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic
styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,	the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to	traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.	There	are	a	truly	endless	number	of
poetic	types,	especially	if	you	consider	the	forms	created	across	languages	and	those	people	create	for	themselves.	While	this	can	seem	overwhelming,	it	means	that	there	truly	is	a	form	of	poetry	that	suits	everyone	and	every	style.	So,	whether	youre	looking	for	more	poems	to	read,	or	want	to	find	a	new	form	to	write	in	and	experiment	with,	this
guide	of	the	25	main	types	of	poetry	(complete	with	examples	of	each	type	of	poetry)	will	provide	you	with	a	spark	of	inspiration.For	those	who	like	structure	and	enjoy	the	challenge	of	a	rigid	poetic	form,	there	are	forms	such	as	the	sestina,	the	villanelle,	and	the	pantoum.	For	those	who	favour	fluidity,	theres	free	verse,	lyrical	poetry,	and	occasional
poetry.	If	one	form	intimidates	you,	simply	try	another!	Or	break	the	rules	of	its	form	and	experiment.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	well-known	types	of	poetry.	Odes	are	one	of	the	most	well-known	forms	of	poetry.	They	tend	to	serve	as	a	tribute	to	a	subject.	This	subject	can	be	a	person	or	an	inanimate	object,	and	the	voice	in	the	poem	praises	the
subject	in	a	ceremonial	manner.	Odes	are	short	lyric	poems,	which	convey	intense	emotions,	and	tend	to	follow	traditional	verse	structure.	They	are	generally	formal	in	tone.	Romantic	poet	John	Keats	wrote	several	odes,	including	Ode	To	a	Nightingale.Similarly	to	odes,	elegies	are	tributes	to	certain	subjects,	though	in	this	case	that	subject	is	largely
a	person.	These	poems	reflect	on	death	and	loss,	and	traditionally	include	a	theme	of	mourning.	Sometimes	they	also	include	a	sense	of	hope,	through	themes	like	redemption	and	consolation.	Elegies	are	generally	written	in	quatrains	and	in	iambic	pentameter,	with	an	ABAB	rhyme	scheme.	These	are	loose	guidelines,	and	many	poets	adjust	them.
There	is	a	strong	tradition	of	poets	using	the	elegy	in	order	to	honour	and	pay	respects	to	their	departed	literary	compatriots,	such	as	in	W.H.	Audens	poem	In	Memory	of	W.	B.	Yeats.Villanelles	(yes,	this	really	is	a	type	of	poem,	not	just	the	name	of	one	of	the	main	characters	in	the	TV	show	Killing	Eve)	are	a	little	stricter	and	more	complicated	in
form.	They	tend	to	have	a	fluid,	almost	lyrical	feel	to	them,	as	they	use	lots	of	repeating	lines.	Villanelles	consist	of	nineteen	lines,	in	the	form	of	five	tercets	and	a	closing	quatrain,	and	they	have	a	very	specific	rhyme	scheme.	The	tercets	follow	the	rhyme	scheme	ABA,	while	the	quatrains	rhyme	scheme	is	ABAA.	The	first	line	repeats	in	lines	6,	12,	and
18	of	the	poem,	while	the	third	line	repeats	in	lines	9,	15,	and	19.	These	repeated	lines	need	to	be	signifcant	and	well-crafted	as	they	occur	so	frequently.	Villanelles	often	describe	obsessions	and	intense	subject	matters.	Well	regarded	examples	include	Sylvia	Plaths	Mad	Girls	Love	Song	and	Dylan	Thomas	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	into	That	Good
Night.Sonnets	are	among	the	most	popular	forms	of	poetry.	They	are	fourteen	lines	long,	and	typically	centre	around	the	topic	of	love.	The	rhyme	scheme	varies	depending	on	the	type	of	sonnet	used.	Shakespearen	sonnets	have	three	quatrains	and	an	ending	couplet.	The	quatrain	has	an	ABCB	rhyme	scheme,	the	couplet	has	a	DD	rhyme	scheme,	and
they	are	written	in	iambic	pentameter.	Petrarchan	sonnets	have	one	octave	and	one	sestet.	The	octave	uses	the	rhyme	scheme	ABBA	ABBA,	while	the	sestet	most	commonly	uses	the	rhyme	scheme	CDE	CDE,	but	also	sometimes	uses	CDC	CDC.	Sonnet	Number	43	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	is	a	particularly	well-written	sonnet.Free	verse	is	a	type
of	poem	that	appeals	to	those	who	find	strict	forms	intimidating.	There	are	no	rules,	the	poem	can	establish	any	rhythm,	and	rhyme	is	entirely	optional.	This	is	a	great	form	to	try	if	youre	new	to	writing	poetry,	or	want	the	freedom	to	explore	all	kinds	of	structures	and	ideas.	Free	verse	is	often	used	in	contemporary	poetry,	such	as	in	Ada	Limns	How	to
Triumph	Like	a	Girl.The	sestina	is	a	complex	French	verse	form	which	usually	features	unrhymed	lines	of	poetry.	It	has	six	sestets,	and	an	ending	tercet.	The	ending	words	of	each	line	from	the	first	stanza	are	repeated	in	a	different	order	as	ending	words	in	each	of	the	subsequent	five	stanzas.	The	closing	tercet	contains	all	six	of	these	ending	words,
two	per	line,	and	they	are	placed	in	the	middle	and	at	the	end	of	these	three	lines.	The	sestina	is	one	of	the	most	complicated	types	of	poetry,	but	its	intricacies	create	beautiful	poetry.	It	often	helps	to	look	at	examples	of	complicated	poetic	forms,	so	you	can	see	how	theyre	structured.	A	Miracle	for	Breakfast	by	Elizabeth	Bishop	is	a	great	example	of
a	sestina.Acrostic	poems	are	fun,	and	very	well-known.	You	may	have	written	an	acrostic	or	two	during	your	time	at	school.	Acrostics	vertically	spell	out	a	name,	word,	or	phrase,	with	each	letter	that	begins	each	new	line	of	a	poem.	Lewis	Carrolls	Acrostic	spells	out	the	names	of	three	children	he	knew,	to	whom	he	gave	the	poem	as	a	gift.The	term
ekphrastic	poetry	refers	to	any	poem	that	uses	a	visual	image	or	work	of	art	as	inspiration.	Ekphrastic	poetry	is	not	about	form,	rigidity,	or	structure,	but	the	connection	between	poetry	and	art.	Its	often	created	by	poets	writing	down	details	about	an	art	form	and	how	it	makes	them	feel,	or	imagining	when	and	how	the	art	form	was	created.	Self-
Portrait	with	Sylvia	Plaths	Braid	by	Diane	Seuss	is	a	contemporary	example	of	an	ekphrastic	poem.Haikus	are	very	popular	types	of	poetry.	The	haiku	originated	in	Japan,	and	it	is	a	short	and	fun	form.	These	poems	often	refer	to	nature,	though	this	is	optional,	and	the	form	revolves	around	the	use	of	syllables.	Haikus	are	three	lines	long,	with	the	first
line	comprising	of	5	syllables,	the	second	line	7	syllables,	and	the	final	line	5	syllables.	The	fact	that	this	form	is	so	short	and	simple	means	that	haikus	are	very	accessible	and	pleasant	to	write.	That	being	said,	it	can	be	difficult	to	express	something	meaningful	within	such	limited	parameters.	Suicides	Note	by	Langston	Hughes	is	an	exceptionally
well-executed	haiku	(though	note	that	its	a	newer	form	of	haiku).A	ballad	is	a	form	of	narrative	verse,	and	its	focus	on	storytelling	can	be	musical	or	poetic.	Ballads	typically	follow	the	pattern	of	rhymed	quatrains,	which	use	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABAB	or	ABCB.	Though	this	is	often	how	they	are	structured,	this	is	not	always	the	case,	as	the	form	is	loose
and	can	be	altered.	An	example	of	a	ballad	is	Samuel	Taylor	Coleridges	The	Rime	of	the	Ancient	Mariner.The	term	lyric	poetry	houses	a	broad	category	of	poetry	that	centres	around	feelings	and	emotions.	These	poems	are	often	short	and	expressive	and	tend	to	have	a	songlike	quality	to	them.	They	can	use	rhyming	verse,	or	free	form.	Lyric	poetry
differs	from	epic	and	narrative	poetry	as	the	focus	is	on	a	feeling	rather	than	a	story.	Emily	Dickinsons	The	Heart	Asks	Pleasure	First	and	her	Because	I	could	not	stop	for	Death	are	both	strong	examples	of	lyric	poetry.Erasure	(or	blackout)	poetry	is	a	form	of	found	poetry,	wherein	you	take	an	existing	text	and	cross	out	or	black	out	large	portions	of
it.	The	idea	is	to	create	something	new	from	what	remains	of	the	initial	text,	creating	a	dialogue	between	the	new	text	and	the	existing	one.	This	form	is	great	for	experimentation	as	you	can	use	books,	magazines,	newspapers,	anything	you	can	think	of.	A	great	example	is	Doris	Cross	Dictionary	Columns.Epic	poetry	refers	to	very	long	poems	which
tell	a	story.	They	contain	detailed	adventures	and	extraordinary	feats	performed	by	characters	(they	can	be	real	or	fictional)	whom	are	often	from	a	distant	past.	The	term	epic	was	derived	from	the	accomplishments,	adventures,	and	bravado	of	these	poems.	Homers	The	Iliad	and	Edmund	Spensers	The	Faerie	Queen	are	famous	epics	which	are	often
studied	at	length	by	students	and	scholars	alike.Narrative	poems	are	similar	to	epics	as	they	too	tell	a	story,	but	they	are	not	as	long	nor	as	focused	on	adventures	and	heroism.	They	focus	on	plot	over	emotion,	and	tell	fully	developed	stories	from	beginning	to	end.	Narrative	poems	are	typically	told	by	one	narrator	or	speaker,	and	they	often	have
some	kind	of	formal	rhyme	scheme.	An	example	of	narrative	poetry	is	The	Road	Not	Taken	by	Robert	Frost.Limericks	are	short,	comedic	poems,	which	can	be	crude	and	are	largely	trivial	in	nature.	They	often	include	pithy	tales	and	brief	descriptions.	Limericks	are	five	line	poems	of	a	single	stanza	with	an	AABBA	rhyme	scheme.	The	first,	second,	and
fifth	lines	tend	to	have	7-10	syllables,	while	the	third	and	fourth	lines	tend	to	have	5-7	syllables.	Edward	Lear	wrote	many	limericks,	such	as	There	Was	a	Young	Lady.	Limericks	are	often	prevalent	in	nursery	rhymes	such	as	Hickory	Dickory	Dock.The	term	occasional	poetry	refers	to	poems	written	to	describe	or	comment	on	a	particular	event.	They
are	often	written	for	a	public	reading,	and	their	topics	range	from	sad,	serious	matters	like	war,	to	more	joyous	ones	like	birthdays	and	presidential	inaugurations.	Praise	Song	for	the	Day	by	Elizabeth	Alexander	is	an	example	of	occasional	poetry.Pantoums	are	a	more	complicated	type	of	poetry.	They	are	poems	of	any	length	and	are	composed	of
quatrains.	Within	these	quatrains,	the	second	and	fourth	lines	of	each	stanza	are	used	as	the	first	and	third	lines	of	the	following	stanza.	The	last	line	of	a	pantoum	is	often	the	same	as	the	first.	An	example	of	a	pantoum	is	Charles	Baudelaires	Harmonie	du	Soir.Blank	verse	is	poetry	written	with	a	precise	meter,	often	iambic	pentameter,	but	it	doesnt
rhyme.	Thats	all	there	is	to	it!	Its	another	interesting	form	to	experiment	with,	and	it	can	help	you	decide	which	kind	of	structures	you	prefer	(long	or	short,	rhyming	or	not,	with	or	without	meter	etc).	Paradise	Lost	by	John	Milton	is	an	example	of	blank	verse.Prose	poetry,	as	the	name	suggests,	combines	elements	of	the	poetic	form	with	those	of	the
prose	form.	It	tends	to	look	like	a	standard	paragraph	of	prose	with	standard	punctuation	and	a	lack	of	line	breaks,	though	it	utilises	poetic	elements	such	as	meter,	alliteration,	repetition,	rhyme,	and	rhythm.	As	some	of	these	devices/elements	feature	in	other	forms	of	writing	too,	a	combination	of	them	must	be	used	in	the	writing	in	order	for	it	to	be
determined	as	a	prose	poem.	If	youre	looking	for	an	example	of	a	prose	poem,	Bath	by	Amy	Lowell	is	a	great	one.Concrete	poetry	is	designed	to	create	a	particular	shape	or	form	on	the	page	which	echoes	the	poems	message.	This	form	of	poetry	uses	layout	and	spacing	to	emphasise	certain	themes,	and	they	sometimes	take	the	shape	of	their	subjects.
For	instance,	a	poem	about	the	moon	may	have	a	decidedly	crescent	shape.	Sonnet	in	the	Shape	of	a	Potted	Christmas	Tree	by	George	Starbuck	is	a	wonderful	concrete	poem	(and	is	a	sonnet	too;	poems	often	belong	in	several	poetic	groups).Epitaphs	are	like	elegies,	but	considerably	shorter.	They	often	appear	on	gravestones	and	can	also	include	an
element	of	humour.	There	are	no	strict	rules	regarding	rhyme	scheme	and	the	like,	so	they	are	another	poetry	form	suited	to	those	who	feel	restricted	by	stricter	forms.	Epitaph	by	Edna	St.	Vincent	Millay	is	a	lovely	example.This	type	of	poetry	combines	poetic	form	with	palindromes,	so	the	words	reflect	back	upon	themselves,	hence	why	they	are	also
referred	to	as	mirror	poems.	These	poems	start	with	an	initial	set	of	lines	and	then	hinge	on	a	line	that	usually	repeats	directly	in	the	middle	of	the	poem	before	they	work	through	the	rest	of	the	lines	in	reverse	order.	This	is	another	complicated	form	which	seems	less	daunting	once	you	read	an	example	of	it.	Try	Doppelgnger	by	James	A.
Lindon.Diminishing	verse	is	a	poetry	form	with	unknown	origins.	Its	main	rule	is	to	remove	the	first	letter	of	the	end	word	in	the	previous	line	and	then	repeat	it.	For	instance,	if	the	first	line	ends	with	the	word	blink,	the	second	line	would	end	with	link,	and	the	third	would	end	with	ink.	There	are	no	other	strict	rules,	though	diminishing	verse	poems
tend	to	be	written	in	tercets.	This	is	a	newer	form,	so	there	are	very	few	well	known	examples	of	it,	though	you	can	find	some	written	by	various	people	on	the	internet.As	the	name	suggests,	list	poems	are	made	up	of	lists	of	things	or	items.	They	dont	follow	any	strict	rules,	though	the	last	line	is	often	funny	and/or	impactful	and	sums	up	the	entire
poem.	Sick	by	Shel	Silverstein	is	one	great	example.Echo	verse	refers	to	poems	which	repeat	the	end	syllable	of	each	line.	This	ending	syllable	can	be	repeated	at	the	end	of	the	same	line,	or	it	can	be	placed	on	its	own	line	directly	underneath	it.	Other	than	this	repetition,	this	type	of	poetry	doesnt	follow	any	rules.	An	example	of	echo	verse	is
Jonathan	Swifts	A	Gentle	Echo	on	Woman.There	are	numerous	different	types	of	poetry,	to	match	every	poet	or	every	mood.	Hopefully	this	guide	has	given	you	some	inspiration,	or	helped	you	discover	a	new	form.	There	are	endless	poetic	styles	and	forms	for	you	to	explore,	but	if	all	else	fails	simply	make	up	your	own!	Are	you	tired	of	reading	the
same	old	poetry	over	and	over	again?	Do	you	crave	something	new	and	innovative?	Well,	look	no	further!	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	different	types	of	poetic	forms	that	exist,	giving	you	a	comprehensive	guide	to	the	world	of	poetry.	From	sonnets	to	haikus,	free	verse	to	villanelles,	and	odes	to	elegies,	we	will	cover	it	all.	Not	only	will	we
describe	each	form,	but	we	will	also	provide	examples	of	famous	poets	who	have	utilized	these	forms	in	their	work.	By	the	end	of	this	article,	you	will	have	a	deeper	understanding	and	appreciation	for	the	diversity	and	creativity	that	exists	within	the	world	of	poetry.	So,	get	ready	to	expand	your	literary	horizons	and	discover	new	forms	of	poetic
expression.	There	are	many	different	types	of	poetic	forms,	including	sonnets,	haikus,	free	verse,	villanelles,	and	odes.	Each	poetic	form	has	its	own	unique	structure	and	rhyme	scheme,	with	some	allowing	for	more	experimentation	than	others.	Rhyme	and	repetition	are	powerful	tools	in	a	poets	toolkit,	and	can	be	used	to	convey	meaning	and	create	a
mesmerizing	effect.	Odes	are	a	versatile	and	engaging	form	of	expression	and	have	historical	significance	in	the	canon	of	poetry.	They	celebrate	the	beauty	of	nature	and	everyday	objects	and	have	a	powerful	emotional	impact	on	readers.	Youre	probably	wondering	what	makes	sonnets	so	special,	huh?	Well,	let	me	tell	you,	they	have	a	strict	structure
and	rhyme	scheme	that	sets	them	apart	from	other	forms	of	poetry.	A	sonnet	is	a	14-line	poem	that	typically	follows	one	of	two	rhyme	schemes:	the	Shakespearean	or	the	Petrarchan.	In	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	the	first	12	lines	are	divided	into	three	quatrains,	each	with	its	own	rhyme	scheme,	while	the	final	two	lines	make	up	a	rhyming	couplet.	The
rhyme	scheme	for	the	quatrains	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF,	and	the	couplet	is	GG.	On	the	other	hand,	a	Petrarchan	sonnet	has	an	octave	(eight	lines)	followed	by	a	sestet	(six	lines).	The	octave	usually	follows	the	rhyme	scheme	ABBAABBA,	while	the	sestet	can	follow	various	rhyme	schemes,	such	as	CDECDE	or	CDCDCD.	Sonnets	can	explore	a	variety	of
themes	and	variations,	including	love,	nature,	mortality,	and	more.	Overall,	sonnets	offer	a	unique	poetic	form	that	challenges	the	writer	to	adhere	to	a	strict	structure	while	still	allowing	for	creative	expression.	Whether	you	prefer	the	Shakespearean	or	Petrarchan	rhyme	scheme,	the	sonnet	is	an	excellent	choice	for	those	looking	to	experiment	with
form	and	language	in	their	poetry.	So,	why	not	give	it	a	try	and	see	what	you	can	create?	If	youre	looking	for	a	brief	and	elegant	form	of	poetry,	have	you	considered	haikus?	Haikus	originated	in	Japan	and	are	known	for	their	simplicity	and	focus	on	nature.	They	consist	of	three	lines,	with	the	first	and	last	lines	having	five	syllables	and	the	middle	line
having	seven	syllables.	Despite	their	brevity,	haikus	often	contain	deep	symbolism	and	can	evoke	powerful	emotions	in	the	reader.	In	modern	times,	haikus	have	been	adapted	to	fit	different	cultures	and	themes.	Some	poets	have	incorporated	urban	settings	or	technology	into	their	haikus,	while	others	have	experimented	with	different	line	lengths	and
structures.	Despite	these	adaptations,	the	heart	of	a	haiku	remains	the	same:	a	moment	of	stillness	and	reflection	on	the	natural	world.	So	if	youre	looking	for	a	poetic	form	that	can	capture	the	beauty	of	nature	and	the	essence	of	a	fleeting	moment,	give	haikus	a	try.	Reading	Haiku	to	understand	the	natural	world	One	of	the	most	liberating	aspects	of
writing	poetry	is	the	freedom	that	comes	with	using	free	verse.	Unlike	other	forms	of	poetry	that	follow	specific	rules,	free	verse	allows	you	to	experiment	with	line	breaks	and	rhythm	to	create	a	unique	form	of	expression.	With	free	verse,	you	can	break	away	from	traditional	structures	and	truly	let	your	creativity	flow.	Line	breaks	are	one	of	the	key
elements	of	free	verse.	Unlike	structured	forms	like	sonnets	or	haikus,	free	verse	allows	you	to	play	with	the	length	and	placement	of	your	lines.	This	can	create	a	sense	of	pause	or	emphasis	that	can	enhance	the	meaning	of	your	words.	Rhythm	is	also	important	in	free	verse,	as	it	can	set	the	tone	for	your	poem	and	help	guide	the	reader	through	your
ideas.	Modern	examples	of	free	verse	poetry	can	be	found	in	the	works	of	poets	like	E.E.	Cummings	and	Langston	Hughes,	and	the	evolution	of	free	verse	continues	to	be	explored	by	contemporary	poets	around	the	world.	So,	you	wanna	learn	about	villanelles?	Well,	lets	start	with	their	origin	and	structure.	Villanelles	originated	in	France	and	are
structured	with	19	lines,	divided	into	five	tercets	and	a	concluding	quatrain.	One	of	the	defining	features	of	a	villanelle	is	its	repeating	lines,	which	occur	at	the	end	of	every	tercet	and	are	then	used	to	conclude	the	final	quatrain.	The	rhyme	scheme	is	also	specific,	with	the	first	and	third	lines	of	the	first	tercet	rhyming	and	then	alternating	in
subsequent	tercets.	Some	famous	examples	of	villanelles	include	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	into	That	Good	Night	by	Dylan	Thomas	and	The	Waking	by	Theodore	Roethke.	Now	that	you	know	a	bit	about	the	form,	why	not	try	writing	your	own	villanelle?	You	can	enhance	your	understanding	of	poetry	by	delving	into	the	origin	and	structure	of	different	poetic
forms.	This	is	particularly	true	for	villanelles,	which	have	a	rich	history	and	evolution	dating	back	to	the	Renaissance	period.	Originally	used	as	a	song	form,	the	villanelle	became	popular	among	poets	in	the	19th	and	20th	centuries,	with	notable	examples	including	Dylan	Thomas	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night	and	Elizabeth	Bishops	One	Art.
Understanding	the	importance	and	relevance	of	villanelles	today	is	just	as	crucial	as	understanding	their	history.	Villanelles	are	known	for	their	strict	structure	and	repetition,	which	can	be	a	challenge	for	modern	poets	looking	to	experiment	with	form	and	free	verse.	However,	the	villanelles	structure	can	also	be	seen	as	a	creative	constraint,	forcing
poets	to	think	deeply	about	language	and	meaning.	By	learning	about	the	origin	and	structure	of	villanelles,	you	can	not	only	appreciate	this	poetic	forms	rich	history	but	also	gain	new	insights	into	your	own	poetic	practice.	Repeating	lines	and	a	strict	rhyme	scheme	create	a	mesmerizing	and	unforgettable	effect	in	villanelles.	This	poetic	form	is
known	for	its	repetition	of	two	lines	throughout	the	poem,	which	creates	a	haunting	and	hypnotic	quality.	But	repetition	in	poetry	goes	beyond	just	the	villanelle;	there	are	two	types	of	repetition	that	poets	can	use	to	enhance	their	work:	anaphora	and	epiphora.	Anaphora	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	at	the	beginning	of	successive	lines	or
clauses,	while	epiphora	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	at	the	end	of	successive	lines	or	clauses.	Both	can	be	used	to	create	rhythm,	emphasize	key	ideas,	and	evoke	emotions	in	the	reader.	The	role	of	rhyme	in	poetry	is	not	just	about	making	it	sound	pleasing	to	the	ear;	it	also	plays	a	crucial	role	in	conveying	meaning.	Rhyme	can	create	a	sense
of	unity	in	a	poem,	tying	together	different	ideas	and	creating	a	cohesive	whole.	It	can	also	be	used	to	create	contrast,	such	as	using	a	rhyme	scheme	thats	unexpected	or	jarring	to	create	tension.	Ultimately,	repetition	and	rhyme	are	powerful	tools	in	a	poets	toolkit,	allowing	them	to	create	works	that	are	both	beautiful	and	meaningful.	By	exploring
these	techniques	in	your	own	writing,	you	can	add	depth	and	complexity	to	your	poetry	and	create	works	thats	truly	unforgettable.	Reading	a	poem	that	has	repeated	lines	and	rhymes	Famous	examples	of	the	mesmerizing	and	unforgettable	effect	created	by	repeating	lines	and	strict	rhyme	schemes	can	be	found	in	the	works	of	poets	such	as	Dylan
Thomas	and	Elizabeth	Bishop.	Thomas	poem	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night	showcases	a	villanelle	format,	with	two	repeating	lines	that	build	up	to	the	final	stanza.	The	strict	rhyme	scheme	and	repetition	of	rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light	creates	a	sense	of	urgency	and	passion	that	resonates	with	readers.	Bishops	One	Art	is	another
famous	example	of	the	power	of	repetition	and	rhyme.	The	poem	follows	a	strict	villanelle	format,	with	repeating	lines	that	explore	the	theme	of	loss	and	acceptance.	The	analysis	techniques	used	to	examine	these	poems	reveal	how	the	strict	structure	of	repeating	lines	and	rhyme	schemes	can	create	a	powerful	emotional	impact	on	readers.	These
famous	examples	also	hold	historical	significance	in	the	canon	of	poetry,	showcasing	the	evolution	of	poetic	forms	and	the	creative	ways	in	which	poets	continue	to	push	the	boundaries	of	traditional	structures.	Now	lets	dive	into	the	world	of	odes,	where	youll	find	yourself	celebrating	the	beauty	of	everyday	objects	and	experiences	through	poetic
language	that	flows	like	a	gentle	breeze	on	a	summer	day.	Odes	are	a	form	of	poetry	that	originated	in	ancient	Greece,	and	theyve	evolved	over	time	to	become	a	popular	form	of	expression	for	poets	across	the	world.	In	odes,	poets	often	use	elevated	language	to	celebrate	a	particular	person,	object,	or	experience,	elevating	it	to	the	status	of	a	revered
subject.	Here	are	some	examples	of	odes	that	showcase	the	versatility	of	this	form	of	poetry:	Ode	to	a	Nightingale	by	John	Keats:	This	ode	is	an	example	of	a	Romantic-era	ode,	where	the	poet	uses	vivid	imagery	to	describe	the	beauty	of	nature	and	the	experience	of	listening	to	a	nightingales	song.	Keats	uses	rich	language	and	metaphors	to	convey
the	sense	of	wonder	and	awe	he	feels	when	listening	to	the	nightingales	song.	Ode	to	My	Socks	by	Pablo	Neruda:	This	ode	is	a	more	contemporary	example	of	the	form,	where	Neruda	celebrates	the	simple	joy	of	putting	on	a	pair	of	socks.	He	uses	playful	language	and	metaphors	to	elevate	the	socks	to	the	status	of	a	cherished	possession	and	to
convey	the	sense	of	comfort	and	happiness	they	bring	him.	Whether	youre	celebrating	the	beauty	of	nature	or	the	joy	of	everyday	objects,	odes	offer	a	versatile	and	engaging	form	of	expression.	So	why	not	try	your	hand	at	writing	an	ode	of	your	own,	and	see	where	your	poetic	journey	takes	you?	So	now	youve	learned	about	sonnets,	composed	of	14
lines;	haikus,	requiring	only	three	lines;	free	verse,	allowing	maximum	creative	freedom;	villanelles,	using	a	strict	rhyme	scheme;	and	odes,	written	to	praise	a	person	or	thing.	You	may	now	be	feeling	inspired	to	try	out	these	different	forms	of	poetry	and	see	which	one	speaks	to	you	the	most.	Remember,	practice	makes	perfect,	so	dont	be	afraid	to
experiment	with	different	styles.	So,	grab	a	pen	and	paper,	let	your	creativity	flow,	and	see	where	your	poetic	journey	takes	you!	If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of	poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless	poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,	which
can	feel	intimidating.	Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced	yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry	books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning	about
the	huge	array	of	different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write	your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide	examples
of	each.	Its	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little	song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.	Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form	quickly
gained	popularity	and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes	of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form	of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Italian
sonnet.	But	there	is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought	to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between	these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in	coded
letters	of	the	alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line	rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a	Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a	sestet	(a
group	of	6	lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between	the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.	Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format	was
adapted	to	suit	the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)	and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional
Petrarchan/Italian	format:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul	can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to	the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,
as	men	strive	for	right.	I	love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I	seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;	and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example
of	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be	wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,
But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when	she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any
she	belied	with	false	compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative	writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing	your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous
Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash	in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,	whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject	matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and
often	spoke	of	the	changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki	Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of	traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually
unrhyming	poems	have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since	they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line	stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at
the	end	of	each	remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles	Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that	give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew
as	one	in	visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the	large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,	And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may
It	might	not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost	stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night	Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;
But	in	the	full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the	way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor	closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,
Nor	more	of	song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest	of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There	shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light
Before	the	night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they	have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,	and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line
stanzas,	followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,	its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)	in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,
both	in	the	rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and	19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing	when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few
rules	help	to	give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is
right,	Because	their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have	danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the	sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into
that	good	night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my	father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems
spell	out	a	word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems	as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent	plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic
poem	too,	such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or	L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less	gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure
his	love	was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally	contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a	meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of
high	public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont	have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the	overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example
of	an	elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle	moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows
round	the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my	Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was	wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and
dismantle	the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the	words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.	Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an
extra	dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love	heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example	is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem
was	originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete	poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to	widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,
who	created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,	harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in	sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,
That	I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks	are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed	by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the
rhyme	scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line	that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems	as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of
humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the	limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,	Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not
always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often	have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice	letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,
who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus	Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt	This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see
fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre	presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally	passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are
typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and	lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy
land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,	That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a	form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an
angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me	lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth	take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her
all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is	blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He	is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is
the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never	sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally	translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in
Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is	an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one	syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are
generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese	tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so	the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after
the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is	a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have	their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to
complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round	the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit
with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,	Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen	thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting
careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy	hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy	laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the
last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the	soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn	Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-
grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows	twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,	structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count
syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without	constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally	endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee
From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.	From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent	peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,
to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our	hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were	nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to
impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it	comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic	styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,
the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to	traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of	poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless
poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,	which	can	feel	intimidating.	Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced	yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry
books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning	about	the	huge	array	of	different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write



your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide	examples	of	each.	Its	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little	song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.
Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form	quickly	gained	popularity	and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes	of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form
of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Italian	sonnet.	But	there	is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought	to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between
these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in	coded	letters	of	the	alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line	rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a
Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a	sestet	(a	group	of	6	lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between	the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.
Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format	was	adapted	to	suit	the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)	and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets
is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional	Petrarchan/Italian	format:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul	can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to
the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,	as	men	strive	for	right.	I	love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I	seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;
and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example	of	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be
wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,	But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when
she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any	she	belied	with	false	compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative	writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing
your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous	Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash	in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,	whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject
matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and	often	spoke	of	the	changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki	Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of
traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually	unrhyming	poems	have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since	they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line
stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at	the	end	of	each	remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles	Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that
give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew	as	one	in	visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the	large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,
And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may	It	might	not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost	stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night
Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;	But	in	the	full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the	way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor
closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,	Nor	more	of	song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest	of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There
shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light	Before	the	night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they	have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,
and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line	stanzas,	followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,	its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)
in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,	both	in	the	rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and	19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing
when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few	rules	help	to	give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,
rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is	right,	Because	their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have	danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the
sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my	father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle
into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems	spell	out	a	word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems	as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent
plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic	poem	too,	such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or	L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less
gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure	his	love	was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally	contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a
meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of	high	public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont	have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the
overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example	of	an	elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle
moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows	round	the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my	Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was
wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and	dismantle	the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the	words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.
Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an	extra	dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love	heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example
is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem	was	originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete	poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to
widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,	who	created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,	harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in
sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,	That	I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks	are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed
by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the	rhyme	scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line	that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems
as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of	humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the	limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,
Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not	always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often	have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice
letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,	who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus	Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt
This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see	fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre	presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally
passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are	typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and	lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic
example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy	land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,	That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a
form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an	angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me	lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth
take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her	all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is	blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He
is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is	the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never	sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally
translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in	Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is	an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one
syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are	generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese	tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so
the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after	the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is	a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have
their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to	complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round
the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit	with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,	Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen
thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting	careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy	hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy
laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the	last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the	soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn
Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows	twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,
structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count	syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without	constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally
endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee	From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.	From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent
peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,	to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our	hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were
nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to	impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it	comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic
styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,	the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to	traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of
poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless	poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,	which	can	feel	intimidating.	Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced
yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry	books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning	about	the	huge	array	of	different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to
enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write	your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide	examples	of	each.	Its	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little
song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.	Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form	quickly	gained	popularity	and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes
of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form	of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Italian	sonnet.	But	there	is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought
to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between	these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in	coded	letters	of	the	alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line
rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a	Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a	sestet	(a	group	of	6	lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between
the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.	Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format	was	adapted	to	suit	the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)
and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional	Petrarchan/Italian	format:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul
can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to	the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,	as	men	strive	for	right.	I	love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I
seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;	and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example	of	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral
is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be	wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,	But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That
music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when	she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any	she	belied	with	false	compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative
writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing	your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous	Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash	in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,
whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject	matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and	often	spoke	of	the	changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki
Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of	traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually	unrhyming	poems	have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since
they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line	stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at	the	end	of	each	remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles
Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that	give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew	as	one	in	visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the
large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,	And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may	It	might	not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost
stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night	Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;	But	in	the	full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the
way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor	closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,	Nor	more	of	song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest
of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There	shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light	Before	the	night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they
have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,	and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line	stanzas,	followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,
its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)	in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,	both	in	the	rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and
19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing	when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few	rules	help	to	give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That
Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is	right,	Because	their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have
danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the	sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my
father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems	spell	out	a	word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems
as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent	plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic	poem	too,	such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or
L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less	gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure	his	love	was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally
contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a	meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of	high	public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont
have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the	overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example	of	an	elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the
pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle	moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows	round	the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my
Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was	wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and	dismantle	the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the
words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.	Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an	extra	dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love
heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example	is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem	was	originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete
poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to	widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,	who	created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,
harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in	sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,	That	I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks
are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed	by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the	rhyme	scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line
that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems	as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of	humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the
limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,	Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not	always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often
have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice	letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,	who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus
Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt	This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see	fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre
presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally	passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are	typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and
lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy	land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,
That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a	form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an	angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me
lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth	take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her	all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is
blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He	is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is	the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never
sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally	translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in	Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is
an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one	syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are	generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese
tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so	the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after	the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is
a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have	their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to	complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close
bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round	the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit	with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,
Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen	thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting	careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy
hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy	laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the	last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the
soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn	Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows
twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,	structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count	syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without
constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally	endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee	From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.
From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent	peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,	to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our
hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were	nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to	impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it
comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic	styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,	the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to
traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.	If	the	word	poetry	makes	you	think	of	dead	guys	with	quills	or	forced	rhymes	about	daffodils,	please	pause.	We	need	a	reboot.	Poetry	is	one	of	the	most	versatile,	shape-shifting	art	forms	out	there	and	its	everywhere,	in	rap	verses,	grief	journals,	love	letters,	and	political	protests.	What
makes	poetry	even	more	fascinating	is	how	many	of	its	types	there	are.	Over	150	different	types	of	poems	are	known	from	different	cultures	around	the	world.	And	in	this	article,	we	talk	about	the	most	common	types	of	poetry	forms	and	how	you	can	actually	write	a	poem	based	on	these	renowned	structures.	Key	Takeaways	Poetry	is	a	way	to	express
emotion,	thought,	or	experience	in	its	rawest,	most	intentional	form,	whether	it	rhymes	or	not.There	are	many	types	of	poetry,	such	as	sonnet,	haiku,	limerick,	free	style,	free	verse,	ode,	ghazal,	elegy,	etc,.Different	types	of	poetry	suit	different	moods	and	messages,	and	you	dont	choose	a	form	at	random.	You	match	a	type	with	the	tone	and	feeling	you
are	trying	to	convey	through	your	poem.	Poetry,	at	its	core,	is	just	condensed	truth	in	the	philosophical	sense	of	the	word.	Its	what	happens	when	someone	takes	a	feeling,	a	moment,	or	a	thought,	breaks	it	down	to	its	essence,	and	delivers	it	in	a	way	that	punches	you	in	the	gut,	gently	or	otherwise.	Went	over	the	head?	Let	me	explain.	Make	your	AI
assisted	writing	appear	human-like.	Bypass	all	major	AI	detection	tools	with	just	one	click.	Use	AI	safely	and	confidently	in	school	and	work.	Try	for	FREE	When	youre	watching	a	sunset	and	feel	that	tug	in	your	chest	thats	bittersweet,	beautiful,	a	little	sad	maybe,	you	could	describe	it	as,	The	sky	looked	nice.	Sure,	thats	technically	accurate.	But	if
someone	said,	The	sky	bruised	purple	as	the	sun	bled	behind	the	hills,	youll	feel	it	hard.	Some	poems	rhyme,	some	dont.	What	makes	something	a	poem	is	intentionality,	where	every	pause,	every	image,	every	sound	has	a	purpose.	You	dont	need	a	degree	to	read	or	write	poetry.	You	also	dont	have	to	get	it	in	some	academic	sense.	If	it	hits	you,	it	hits
you.	But	ofcourse	that	doesnt	mean	every	rhythmic	sentence	is	poetry	or	anybody	can	do	it	naturally.	Like	any	other	art	form,	it	takes	time,	patience	and	a	lot	of	practice	to	write	decent	poetry.	There	are	many	different	types	of	poetry.	Lets	look	at	the	common	ones:	Often,	when	people	think	of	poetry,	their	brain	jumps	to	Shakespeare	mumbling	about
thy	love	and	roses	and	such.	And	yep,	thats	a	sonnet.	A	sonnet	is	a	14-line	poem	traditionally	written	in	iambic	pentameter	(which	is	a	fancy	way	of	saying:	each	line	has	10	syllables,	alternating	unstressed	and	stressed	beats,	like	a	heartbeat:	da-DUM	da-DUM	da-DUM	da-DUM	da-DUM).	It	is	made	of:	3	quatrains	(thats	three	4-line	stanzas)	1	couplet
(a	2-line	mic-drop	at	the	end)	Shakespeares	Shall	I	compare	thee	to	a	summers	day	is	a	classic	example	of	a	sonnet.	A	Haiku	is	a	very	short	poem	with	just	3	lines	and	17	syllables	arranged	in	a	5	/	7	/	5	pattern.	Haikus	originated	in	Japan	in	the	1600s	and	were	originally	about	nature	and	seasonal	change.	Modern	haikus,	however,	cover	everything
from	heartbreak	to	hangovers.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Haiku	by	Matsuo	Bash:	An	old	silent	pond	A	frog	jumps	into	the	pond	Splash!	Silence	again.	Whats	genius	here	is	the	contrast.	The	sudden	sound	in	silence,	the	momentary	disruption	that	makes	you	feel	the	stillness	within	the	poetry	even	more.	Free	verse	is	poetry	that	throws	out	traditional
forms.	It	does	not	follow	any	rhyme	schemes	or	strict	stanza	lengths.	Instead,	it	moves	the	way	real	thoughts	and	feelings	move:	in	fragments,	in	rushes,	in	pauses,	in	sudden	turns.	Free	verse	gives	poets	the	flexibility	to	let	the	content	dictate	the	shape.	Take	Walt	Whitman,	for	instance.	Hes	often	credited	with	popularizing	free	verse	in	English
poetry.	In	Song	of	Myself,	he	opens	with:	I	celebrate	myself,	and	sing	myself	And	what	I	assume	you	shall	assume	For	every	atom	belonging	to	me	as	good	belongs	to	you.	Notice	how	theres	no	rhyme	or	tight	meter	in	the	poem.	That	is	not	to	say	free	verse	is	just	prose	with	line	breaks.	It	certainly	is	not.	Every	pause,	every	sudden	shift	or	drop	or	echo
in	the	poem	is	intentional.	Blank	verse,	despite	the	similar-sounding	name,	is	nothing	like	free	verse.	Its	written	in	unrhymed	iambic	pentameter,	which	means	each	line	typically	has	ten	syllables,	with	alternating	unstressed	and	stressed	beats.	The	poem	does	not	rhyme	at	the	ends	of	lines,	but	it	has	a	formal	rhythm	running	underneath	the	surface
thats	best	felt	when	you	read	it	out	loud.	Hamlets	famous	soliloquy	is	an	excellent	example	of	blank	verse	poetry:	To	be,	or	not	to	bethat	is	the	question	Whether	tis	nobler	in	the	mind	to	suffer	The	slings	and	arrows	of	outrageous	fortune	A	limerick	is	a	five-line	poem	with	a	very	specific	rhythm	and	rhyme	scheme.	Its	short,	punchy,	and	often
ridiculous.	The	short	format	makes	it	ideal	for	puns	or	a	quick	punchline.	The	limericks	rhyme	pattern	is	AABBA,	and	its	rhythm	is	usually	anapestic	meter,	which	means	most	lines	have	three	syllables	grouped	in	a	da-da-DUM	pattern.	The	first,	second,	and	fifth	lines	are	longer	and	rhyme	with	each	other,	while	the	shorter	third	and	fourth	lines	form	a
rhymed	pair	of	their	own.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	limerick	attributed	to	Edward	Lear:	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,	Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard.	Where	the	limerick	makes	you	laugh,	the	ode	makes	you	pause	and	go,	Huh.	I	never	thought	about	it	like
that.	Odes	are	lyrical	poems	that	celebrate	or	reflect	deeply	on	a	person,	object,	idea,	or	moment.	The	word	ode	comes	from	the	Greek	d,	meaning	song.	Odes	are	often	musical	in	tone.	You	can	write	an	ode	to	something	grand	like	freedom,	as	many	Romantic	poets	did,	or	something	completely	mundane	as	Pablo	Nerudas	Ode	to	My	Socks	The	elegy	is
poetry	for	grief.	Its	a	reflective,	serious	poem	that	responds	to	the	loss	of	a	person,	but	it	can	also	mourn	lost	time,	fading	youth,	or	anything	thats	disappeared	and	left	a	mark	behind.	Many	elegies	move	through	stages	of	grief,	remembrance,	and	often,	a	kind	of	reconciliation	or	acceptance.	Traditional	elegies	followed	formal	structures	(like
alternating	hexameter	and	pentameter	lines	in	ancient	Greek),	but	modern	elegies	are	freeform.	They	give	shape	to	pain,	and	in	doing	that,	they	remind	us	were	not	alone	in	it.	Heres	an	excerpt	from	W.	H.	Audens	Funeral	Blues.	Notice	how	it	conveys	grief	in	its	raw	form:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a
juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	An	acrostic	is	a	poem	where	the	first	letter	of	each	line	spells	out	a	word	or	phrase	vertically.	You	could	call	it	a	poetic	crossword	clue	hiding	in	plain	sight.	Theres	a	quiet	elegance	in	being	able	to	write	something	meaningful	within	such	a	tight
constraint.	Heres	an	example	of	an	acrostic	for	the	word	HOPE:	Holding	on	when	the	days	are	long,Overcoming	doubt	that	drags	you	down,Promises	whispered	in	the	dark,Even	stars	shine	brightest	in	silence.	The	ghazal	(pronounced	guzzle)	is	a	type	of	poetry	originating	from	Persian	and	Urdu	traditions.	Ghazal	is	one	of	the	most	famous	types	of
poetry	in	Asia,	especially	in	countries	like	Iran,	Pakistan	and	India.	A	ghazal	is	made	up	of	independent	couplets	(two-line	verses)	that	are	loosely	connected	by	mood	or	theme,	not	necessarily	by	narrative.	What	ties	them	together	is	a	repeating	word	or	phrase	at	the	end	of	the	second	line	of	each	couplet	and	a	rhyme	that	comes	just	before	it.	So	you
get	a	sort	of	echo,	again	and	again.	Look	at	this	very	simplified	example:	I	speak	of	love	though	it	never	stayed,	my	friend	I	chase	the	ghost	of	what	never	obeyed,	my	friend	The	wind	held	stories	I	dared	not	hear,	Every	whisper	turned	to	a	blade,	my	friend	In	traditional	ghazals,	the	poet	often	includes	their	own	name	or	pen	name	in	the	last	couplet	to
make	the	poem	deeply	personal.	Heres	an	example	of	a	ghazal	couplet	in	Urdu	by	a	famous	Urdu	poet,	Mirza	Asadullah	Khan	Ghalib:	If	youre	not	familiar	with	a	lot	of	poetry,	reading	or	writing	your	own	poetry	can	seem	a	little	daunting	at	first.	There	are	countless	poetic	forms	and	styles,	and	a	lot	of	them	have	rigid	rules	and	structures	to	follow,
which	can	feel	intimidating.	Maybe	you	struggled	in	English	class	to	remember	the	difference	between	a	sonnet	and	a	haiku,	and	since	leaving	school,	youve	distanced	yourself	from	poetry	altogether.	Or	maybe	youre	already	a	poetry	fan	with	a	collection	of	poetry	books;	either	way,	we	could	all	benefit	from	brushing	up	on	our	knowledge	and	learning
about	the	huge	array	of	different	types	of	poems	out	there,	so	we	can	enjoy	more	of	this	wonderful	art	form.	Once	youre	more	accustomed	to	the	rules,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	reading	poetry	a	lot	more,	and	you	may	even	feel	inspired	to	put	pen	to	paper	and	write	your	own	poems.	In	this	guide,	Ill	cover	thirteen	different	types	of	poems	and	provide
examples	of	each.	Its	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list,	there	are	an	incredible	amount	of	poetic	forms	out	there,	but	these	are	the	basics.	The	sonnet,	literally	meaning	little	song,	is	one	of	the	most	famous	forms	of	poetry	that	people	are	generally	most	familiar	with.	Sonnets	originated	in	13th	Century	Italy,	in	the	Sicilian	school	of	court	poets.	The	form
quickly	gained	popularity	and	spread	to	Tuscany,	where	it	was	made	famous	by	the	poet	Petrarch.	Traditionally,	sonnets	have	14	lines	and	usually	contain	common	themes	of	love	and	romance.	But	to	make	things	a	little	more	complicated,	theres	not	just	one	form	of	a	sonnet;	theres	two.	The	first	is	the	Petrarchan	sonnet,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the
Italian	sonnet.	But	there	is	also	the	famous	Shakespearean	Sonnet,	otherwise	known	as	Elizabethan	sonnets.	These	originated	in	the	16th	century	after	they	were	brought	to	England	from	Italy	by	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt	and	Henry	Howard.	The	main	difference	between	these	two	types	of	sonnets	is	the	rhyme	schemes.	Rhyme	schemes	are	illustrated	in
coded	letters	of	the	alphabet,	for	example,	ABAB.	Lines	that	are	assigned	the	same	letter	rhyme	with	each	other,	so,	in	the	ABAB	example,	the	first	line	and	the	third	line	rhyme	with	each	other,	and	the	second	and	the	fourth	line	also	rhyme	with	each	other.	In	a	Petrarchan	sonnet,	the	14	lines	are	divided	into	an	octet	(a	group	of	eight	lines)	and	a
sestet	(a	group	of	6	lines).	The	octlet	has	a	rhyme	scheme	of	ABBA	ABBA,	and	the	sestet	has	variable	rhyme	schemes,	e.g.,	CDD	CEE	or	CD	CD	CD.	There	is	a	pause	between	the	octet	and	the	sestet,	which	signifies	a	shift	in	the	poems	tone;	this	is	called	a	volta.	Shakespearean	sonnets	are	designed	for	English	rather	than	Italian,	and	so	their	format
was	adapted	to	suit	the	language.	Just	like	Petrarchan	sonnets,	they	also	have	14	lines,	but	they	are	split	into	different	groups.	There	are	three	quatrains	(a	group	of	4	lines)	and	a	rhyming	couplet	(2	lines)	at	the	end.	The	rhyme	scheme	for	Shakespearean	sonnets	is	ABAB	CDCD	EFEF	GG.	Heres	an	example	of	a	sonnet	written	in	the	traditional
Petrarchan/Italian	format:	How	Do	I	Love	Thee?	by	Elizabeth	Barrett	Browning	How	do	I	love	thee?	Let	me	count	the	ways.	I	love	thee	to	the	depth	and	breadth	and	height	My	soul	can	reach,	when	feeling	out	of	sight	For	the	ends	of	being	and	ideal	grace.	I	love	thee	to	the	level	of	every	days	Most	quiet	need,	by	sun	and	candle-light.	I	love	thee	freely,
as	men	strive	for	right.	I	love	thee	purely,	as	they	turn	from	praise.	I	love	thee	with	the	passion	put	to	use	In	my	old	griefs,	and	with	my	childhoods	faith.	I	love	thee	with	a	love	I	seemed	to	lose	With	my	lost	saints.	I	love	thee	with	the	breath,	Smiles,	tears,	of	all	my	life;	and,	if	God	choose,	I	shall	but	love	thee	better	after	death.	And	for	a	prime	example
of	a	Shakespearean	sonnet,	lets	look	to	the	man	himself:	My	Mistress	Eyes	Are	Nothing	Like	the	Sun,	by	William	Shakespeare	My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;	Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;	If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;	If	hairs	be	wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.	I	have	seen	roses	damasked,	red	and	white,
But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;	And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more	delight	Than	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.	I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	know	That	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;	I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;	My	mistress,	when	she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground.	And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rare	As	any
she	belied	with	false	compare.	You	might	remember	haiku	poems	from	your	high	school	English	class.	These	short	poems	are	popular	assignments	for	students	in	creative	writing,	and	they	can	be	super	fun	to	play	around	with,	especially	if	youre	pretty	new	to	writing	your	own	poetry.	Haikus	originate	in	Japan,	after	being	popularized	by	the	famous
Edo	poet	Matsuo	Bash	in	the	17th	century.	A	haiku	generally	consists	of	just	17	syllables	arranged	over	three	lines.	The	first	and	the	third	line	each	has	five	syllables,	whereas	the	second	line	has	seven.	Today,	there	are	popular	haikus	that	cover	a	huge	range	of	subject	matters.	Still,	traditionally	the	haiku	contained	themes	of	the	natural	world	and
often	spoke	of	the	changes	of	the	seasons	and	contrasting	organic	themes.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	traditional	Japanese	haiku.	Over	the	Wintry	by	Natsume	Sseki	Over	the	wintry	Forest,	winds	howl	in	rage	With	no	leaves	to	blow.	The	sestina	is	another	popular	type	of	traditional	poem	which	has	its	origins	in	12th	century	France.	These	usually
unrhyming	poems	have	strong	patterns	of	repetition	and	a	rigid	structure	that	is	quite	complex.	But	once	you	get	the	hang	it,	sestinas	become	easier	to	identify	since	they	are	unlike	anything	else.	The	sestina	consists	of	six	stanzas,	each	six	lines	long,	plus	a	final	3	line	stanza.	The	last	words	of	the	first	stanza	are	then	repeated	in	a	different	order	at
the	end	of	each	remaining	five	stanzas.	The	final	three-line	stanza	contains	all	of	the	six	repeated	words.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	sestina	by	Algernon	Charles	Swinburne	I	saw	my	soul	at	rest	upon	a	day	As	a	bird	sleeping	in	the	nest	of	night,	Among	soft	leaves	that	give	the	starlight	way	To	touch	its	wings	but	not	its	eyes	with	light;	So	that	it	knew
as	one	in	visions	may,	And	knew	not	as	men	waking,	of	delight.	This	was	the	measure	of	my	souls	delight;	It	had	no	power	of	joy	to	fly	by	day,	Nor	part	in	the	large	lordship	of	the	light;	But	in	a	secret	moon-beholden	way	Had	all	its	will	of	dreams	and	pleasant	night,	And	all	the	love	and	life	that	sleepers	may.	But	such	lifes	triumph	as	men	waking	may
It	might	not	have	to	feed	its	faint	delight	Between	the	stars	by	night	and	sun	by	day,	Shut	up	with	green	leaves	and	a	little	light;	Because	its	way	was	as	a	lost	stars	way,	A	worlds	not	wholly	known	of	day	or	night.	All	loves	and	dreams	and	sounds	and	gleams	of	night	Made	it	all	music	that	such	minstrels	may,	And	all	they	had	they	gave	it	of	delight;
But	in	the	full	face	of	the	fire	of	day	What	place	shall	be	for	any	starry	light,	What	part	of	heaven	in	all	the	wide	suns	way?	Yet	the	soul	woke	not,	sleeping	by	the	way,	Watched	as	a	nursling	of	the	large-eyed	night,	And	sought	no	strength	nor	knowledge	of	the	day,	Nor	closer	touch	conclusive	of	delight,	Nor	mightier	joy	nor	truer	than	dreamers	may,
Nor	more	of	song	than	they,	nor	more	of	light.	For	who	sleeps	once	and	sees	the	secret	light	Whereby	sleep	shows	the	soul	a	fairer	way	Between	the	rise	and	rest	of	day	and	night,	Shall	care	no	more	to	fare	as	all	men	may,	But	be	his	place	of	pain	or	of	delight,	There	shall	he	dwell,	beholding	night	as	day.	Song,	have	thy	day	and	take	thy	fill	of	light
Before	the	night	be	fallen	across	thy	way;	Sing	while	he	may,	man	hath	no	long	delight.	Villanelles	are	quite	similar	to	sonnets	and	sestinas	in	the	sense	that	they	have	strict	rules	and	rhyme	schemes.	These	structured	poems	are	19	lines	long	and	just	like	the	sestina,	and	they	feature	plenty	of	repetition.	They	are	generally	ordered	into	five	three-line
stanzas,	followed	by	one	stanza	with	four	lines.	Remember	the	rhyming	schemes	we	talked	about	in	sonnets?	Villanelles	also	follow	a	rhyming	scheme;	in	this	case,	its	usually	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABA	ABAA.	Youll	notice	that	there	are	only	two	rhyming	sounds	(A	and	B)	in	the	rhyming	scheme	of	a	villanelle.	As	I	mentioned,	theres	a	lot	of	repetition,
both	in	the	rhyme	and	in	the	lines	of	the	poem.	The	first	line	of	the	poem	is	repeated	in	the	6th,	12th,	and	18th	lines,	and	the	3rd	line	is	repeated	in	the	9th,	15th,	and	19th	lines.	A	villanelle	is	highly	structured,	which	can	be	challenging	at	first,	but	it	can	also	be	a	blessing	when	it	comes	to	writing	your	own	poetry;	sometimes	the	constraints	of	a	few
rules	help	to	give	your	creativity	more	direction.	One	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	a	villanelle	poem	is	by	the	Welsh	poet	Dylan	Thomas.	Do	Not	Go	Gentle	Into	That	Good	Night.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night,	Old	age	should	burn	and	rave	at	close	of	day;	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Though	wise	men	at	their	end	know	dark	is
right,	Because	their	words	had	forked	no	lightning	they	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Good	men,	the	last	wave	by,	crying	how	bright	Their	frail	deeds	might	have	danced	in	a	green	bay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Wild	men	who	caught	and	sang	the	sun	in	flight,	And	learn,	too	late,	they	grieved	it	on	its	way,	Do	not	go	gentle	into
that	good	night.	Grave	men,	near	death,	who	see	with	blinding	sight	Blind	eyes	could	blaze	like	meteors	and	be	gay,	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	And	you,	my	father,	there	on	the	sad	height,	Curse,	bless,	me	now	with	your	fierce	tears,	I	pray.	Do	not	go	gentle	into	that	good	night.	Rage,	rage	against	the	dying	of	the	light.	Acrostic	poems
spell	out	a	word,	phrase,	or	name	with	the	first	letter	of	each	line.	Most	people	will	remember	having	fun	with	acrostic	poems	in	school.	Kids	particularly	love	acrostic	poems	as	they	have	simple	rules	and	theres	plenty	of	room	for	creativity,	but	thats	not	to	say	there	arent	plenty	of	serious	writers	throughout	history	who	have	harnessed	the	acrostic
poem	too,	such	as	this	example	from	Edgar	Allan	Poe:	An	Acrostic	Elizabeth	it	is	in	vain	you	say	Love	not	thou	sayest	it	in	so	sweet	away:	In	vain	those	words	from	thee	or	L.E.L.	Zantippes	talents	had	enforced	so	well:	Ah!	if	that	language	from	thy	heart	arise,	Breath	it	less	gently	forth	and	veil	thine	eyes.	Endymion,	recollect,	when	Luna	tried	To	cure
his	love	was	cured	of	all	beside	His	follie	pride	and	passion	for	he	died.	An	elegy	is	a	traditional	poem	with	roots	that	trace	back	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Elegies	generally	contain	an	overriding	theme	of	death,	loss,	mourning,	or	reflection.	They	were	and	still	are,	used	as	a	meditative	device	to	mark	the	passing	of	a	friend	or	a	loved	one,	or	a	person	of
high	public	standing.	There	are	also	occasions	where	elegies	have	been	used	to	explore	a	broader	sense	of	loss,	for	example,	the	end	of	a	civilization	or	era.	Elegies	dont	have	a	rigid	structure	that	they	must	follow.	Instead,	the	definition	of	an	elegy	is	derived	from	the	overriding	theme	of	the	poem,	which	in	this	case,	is	death.	Heres	a	famous	example
of	an	elegy	by	W	H	Auden:	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone	Stop	all	the	clocks,	cut	off	the	telephone,	Prevent	the	dog	from	barking	with	a	juicy	bone,	Silence	the	pianos	and	with	muffled	drum	Bring	out	the	coffin,	let	the	mourners	come.	Let	aeroplanes	circle	moaning	overhead	Scribbling	on	the	sky	the	message	He	Is	Dead,	Put	crepe	bows
round	the	white	necks	of	the	public	doves,	Let	the	traffic	policemen	wear	black	cotton	gloves.	He	was	my	North,	my	South,	my	East	and	West,	My	working	week	and	my	Sunday	rest,	By	noon,	my	midnight,	my	talk,	my	song;	I	thought	that	love	would	last	for	ever:	I	was	wrong.	The	stars	are	not	wanted	now:	put	out	every	one;	Pack	up	the	moon	and
dismantle	the	sun;	Pour	away	the	ocean	and	sweep	up	the	wood;	For	nothing	now	can	ever	come	to	any	good.	Concrete	poetry	is	focused	not	just	on	the	meaning	of	the	words	but	also	on	the	visual	representation	of	those	words	on	the	page	and	how	they	are	arranged.	Concrete	poetry	is	often	written	in	a	particular	form,	shape,	or	image	that	adds	an
extra	dimension	of	meaning	to	the	poem	itself.	One	very	basic	example	that	many	people	will	recognize	is	a	romantic	poem	that	has	been	written	in	the	shape	of	a	love	heart,	but	there	plenty	of	more	meaningful	and	original	examples	out	there	too.	One	classic	example	is	Easter	Wings	by	the	17th	century	Welsh-born	poet	George	Herbert.	This	poem
was	originally	presented	sideways	to	replicate	the	organic	shape	of	wings.	Its	a	wonderful	example	of	how	the	meaning	in	words	can	be	reflected	visually	in	concrete	poetry.	The	poem	starts	out	in	a	dark	and	somber	tone,	but	as	the	curve	in	the	shape	of	a	wing	starts	to	widen	out,	the	mood	is	lightened	and	hopeful,	with	the	line	O	let	me	rise.	Lord,
who	created	man	in	wealth	and	store,	Though	foolishly	he	lost	the	same,	Decaying	more	and	more,	Till	he	became	Most	poore:	With	thee	O	let	me	rise	As	larks,	harmoniously,	And	sing	this	day	thy	victories:	Then	shall	the	fall	further	the	flight	in	me.	My	tender	age	in	sorrow	did	beginne	And	still	with	sicknesses	and	shame.	Thou	didst	so	punish	sinne,
That	I	became	Most	thinne.	With	thee	Let	me	combine,	And	feel	thy	victorie:	For,	if	I	imp	my	wing	on	thine,	Affliction	shall	advance	the	flight	in	me.	Limericks	are	simple	five-line	poems	that	have	their	roots	in	Ireland	and	England	(the	precise	location	is	still	disputed	by	historians).	They	consist	of	five	lines	that	form	one	single	stanza	and	follow	the
rhyme	scheme	of	AABBA.	The	first	two	lines	are	generally	longer,	the	second	two	are	shorter,	and	the	final	line	is	a	summary,	often	even	a	kind	of	punch	line	that	completes	the	poem.	Although	you	might	not	know	it,	youre	most	likely	familiar	with	limerick	style	poems	as	theyre	used	popularly	in	jovial	descriptions,	and	many	of	them	follow	a	kind	of
humorous,	nursery	rhyme	tone.	Limericks	are	also	found	in	a	lot	of	traditional	folk	songs	from	the	British	Isles.	Hes	a	classic	example	from	the	father	of	the	limerick,	Edward	Lear.	There	was	an	Old	Man	with	a	beard,	Who	said,	It	is	just	as	I	feared!	Two	Owls	and	a	Hen,	Four	Larks	and	a	Wren,	Have	all	built	their	nests	in	my	beard!	Epigrams	are	not
always	poems,	but	they	often	are.	An	epigram	is	a	clever,	witty,	wise,	or	amusing	remark	delivered	in	an	often	satirical	way.	Theyre	short	by	nature	and	often	have	a	funny	ending.	Here	are	a	few	famous	examples	of	epigrams:	I	didnt	attend	the	funeral,	but	I	sent	a	nice	letter	saying	I	approved	of	it.-	Mark	Twain,	I	would	venture	to	guess	that	Anon,
who	wrote	so	many	poems	without	signing	them,	was	often	a	woman.	Virginia	Woolf	Waste	no	more	time	arguing	what	a	good	man	should	be.	Be	one.	Marcus	Aurelius	We	must	all	either	wear	out	or	rust	out,	every	one	of	us.	My	choice	is	to	wear	out.	Theodore	Roosevelt	This	is	not	your	responsibility	but	it	is	your	problem.	Cheryl	Strayed	If	you	see
fraud	and	do	not	say	fraud,	you	are	a	fraud.	Nicholas	Nassim	Taleb	Many	of	us	are	used	to	hearing	ballads	in	the	form	of	music,	but	that	not	always	how	theyre	presented.	A	ballad	is	a	way	of	telling	a	story	through	poetry.	Its	an	ancient	form	of	poem	that	was	traditionally	passed	down	from	generation	to	generation,	often	only	orally.	Ballads	are
typically	written	in	quatrains	(four-line	groups);	however,	there	are	plenty	of	examples	that	deviate	from	this	structure.	The	rhyming	scheme	is	ABCB	or	ABAB,	and	lines	usually	alternate	between	six	and	eight	syllables,	although	this	is	not	a	hard	and	fast	rule.	Heres	a	classic	example	of	a	ballad	written	by	Sir	Walter	Raleigh	As	you	came	from	the	holy
land	Of	Walsingham,	Met	you	not	with	my	true	love	By	the	way	as	you	came?	How	shall	I	know	your	true	love,	That	have	met	many	one,	I	went	to	the	holy	land,	That	have	come,	that	have	gone?	She	is	neither	white,	nor	brown,	But	as	the	heavens	fair;	There	is	none	hath	a	form	so	divine	In	the	earth,	or	the	air.	Such	a	one	did	I	meet,	good	sir,	Such	an
angelic	face,	Who	like	a	queen,	like	a	nymph,	did	appear	By	her	gait,	by	her	grace.	She	hath	left	me	here	all	alone,	All	alone,	as	unknown,	Who	sometimes	did	me	lead	with	herself,	And	me	loved	as	her	own.	Whats	the	cause	that	she	leaves	you	alone,	And	a	new	way	doth	take,	Who	loved	you	once	as	her	own,	And	her	joy	did	you	make?	I	have	loved	her
all	my	youth;	But	now	old,	as	you	see,	Love	likes	not	the	falling	fruit	From	the	withered	tree.	Know	that	love	is	a	careless	child,	And	forgets	promise	past;	He	is	blind,	he	is	deaf	when	he	list,	And	in	faith	never	fast.	His	desire	is	a	dureless	content,	And	a	trustless	joy:	He	is	won	with	a	world	of	despair,	And	is	lost	with	a	toy.	Of	womenkind	such	indeed	is
the	love,	Or	the	word	love	abusd,	Under	which	many	childish	desires	And	conceits	are	excusd.	But	true	love	is	a	durable	fire,	In	the	mind	ever	burning,	Never	sick,	never	old,	never	dead,	From	itself	never	turning.	The	tanka	is	a	traditional	Japanese	poem	that	literally	translates	to	short	poem	or	short	song.	Its	known	to	be	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	in
Japan	and	has	roots	extending	almost	1000	years	before	the	existence	of	the	haiku.	Despite	their	age	differences,	the	tanka	is	similar	to	a	Haiku	since	there	is	an	emphasis	on	the	syllables	in	each	line,	however	there	are	some	key	differences.	A	tanka	has	thirty-one	syllables	in	total,	and	it	is	traditionally	written	as	one	unbroken,	single	line.	There	are
generally	five	lines;	the	first	is	five	syllables	long,	the	second	is	seven,	the	third	is	five,	and	the	final	two	are	seven	syllables.	Heres	an	example	of	a	Japanese	tanka	by	Yosano	Akiko.	Note	that	this	poem	has	been	translated	from	its	original	Japanese	format,	and	so	the	syllables	in	English	dont	necessarily	match	up	to	the	traditional	tanka	format	after
the	translation.	That	girl,	now	twenty,	As	seen	in	the	black	hair	That	flows	smoothly	through	her	comb	She	is	in	the	arrogant	spring	And	so	beautiful	The	ode	is	a	poem	written	to	address	a	particular	subject,	either	a	person,	a	place,	an	event,	or	a	thing.	Odes	have	their	roots	in	ancient	Greece,	and	are	generally	praising	in	nature,	and	intended	to
complement	and	glorify.	Heres	a	famous	ode	written	by	the	celebrated	English	poet,	John	Keats.	Ode	to	Autumn	Season	of	mists	and	mellow	fruitfulness,	Close	bosom-friend	of	the	maturing	sun;	Conspiring	with	him	how	to	load	and	bless	With	fruit	the	vines	that	round	the	thatch-eves	run;	To	bend	with	apples	the	mossd	cottage-trees,	And	fill	all	fruit
with	ripeness	to	the	core;	To	swell	the	gourd,	and	plump	the	hazel	shells	With	a	sweet	kernel;	to	set	budding	more,	And	still	more,	later	flowers	for	the	bees,	Until	they	think	warm	days	will	never	cease,	For	summer	has	oer-Brimmd	their	clammy	cells.	Who	hath	not	seen	thee	oft	amid	thy	store?	Sometimes	whoever	seeks	abroad	may	find	Thee	sitting
careless	on	a	granary	floor,	Thy	hair	soft-lifted	by	the	winnowing	wind;	Or	on	a	half-reapd	furrow	sound	asleep,	Drowsd	with	the	fume	of	poppies,	while	thy	hook	Spares	the	next	swath	and	all	its	twined	flowers:	And	sometimes	like	a	gleaner	thou	dost	keep	Steady	thy	laden	head	across	a	brook;	Or	by	a	cyder-press,	with	patient	look,	Thou	watches	the
last	oozings	hours	by	hours.	Where	are	the	songs	of	spring?	Ay,	Where	are	they?	Think	not	of	them,	thou	hast	thy	music	too,	While	barred	clouds	bloom	the	soft-dying	day,	And	touch	the	stubble	plains	with	rosy	hue;	Then	in	a	wailful	choir	the	small	gnats	mourn	Among	the	river	sallows,	borne	aloft	Or	sinking	as	the	light	wind	lives	or	dies;	And	full-
grown	lambs	loud	bleat	from	hilly	bourn;	Hedge-crickets	sing;	and	now	with	treble	soft	The	red-breast	whistles	from	a	garden-croft;	And	gathering	swallows	twitter	in	the	skies.	Free	verse	poems	are	exactly	what	you	might	imagine;	theyre	poems	without	rules,	structure,	or	limitations	of	any	kind!	It	doesnt	have	to	rhyme,	theres	no	need	to	count
syllables,	and	they	can	be	as	long	or	as	short	as	you	like.	Free	verse	poetry	is	wonderful	as	you	can	really	let	your	imagination	get	carried	away	without	constraints,	but	it	can	be	equally	daunting	since	its	hard	to	know	where	to	start	when	the	possibilities	are	literally	endless!	Heres	a	beautiful	free	verse	poem	entitled	From	Blossoms	by	Li-Young	Lee
From	blossoms	comes	this	brown	paper	bag	of	peaches	we	bought	from	the	boy	at	the	bend	in	the	road	where	we	turned	toward	signs	painted	Peaches.	From	laden	boughs,	from	hands,	from	sweet	fellowship	in	the	bins,	comes	nectar	at	the	roadside,	succulent	peaches	we	devour,	dusty	skin	and	all,	comes	the	familiar	dust	of	summer,	dust	we	eat.	O,
to	take	what	we	love	inside,	to	carry	within	us	an	orchard,	to	eat	not	only	the	skin,	but	the	shade,	not	only	the	sugar,	but	the	days,	to	hold	the	fruit	in	our	hands,	adore	it,	then	bite	into	the	round	jubilance	of	peach.	There	are	days	we	live	as	if	death	were	nowhere	in	the	background;	from	joy	to	joy	to	joy,	from	wing	to	wing,	from	blossom	to	blossom	to
impossible	blossom,	to	sweet	impossible	blossom.	Though	Ive	covered	a	lot	of	different	types	of	poetry	in	this	list,	this	is	only	the	tip	of	the	iceberg	when	it	comes	to	the	sheer	variety	of	poetic	styles	that	are	found	around	the	world.	Many	of	these	poetic	styles	have	strict,	rigid	rules,	which	can	be	helpful	when	penning	your	own	work.	But	remember,
the	old	saying	rules	are	made	to	be	broken	is	still	true.	Some	of	the	worlds	most	revered	poets	have	reveled	in	throwing	out	the	rule	book	when	it	comes	to	traditional	poem	structures,	so	theres	no	reason	you	cant	too.	Writing	good	poetry	can	be	incredibly	challenging,	and	sometimes	just	trying	to	understand	it	can	be	tiresome.	But	if	you	think
writing	poetry	requires	a	minor	in	rocket	science,	think	again.There	are	so	many	different	types	of	poems,	and	many	have	very	few	rules.	All	you	have	to	do	is	select	a	style	that	appeals	to	you	and	let	your	creativity	flow!12	Different	Types	of	PoemsBelow	is	a	list	of	some	of	the	most	common	types	of	poetry,	their	main	characteristics,	and	famous
examples	of	each.You	may	prefer	to	read	certain	types	of	poems,	while	for	other	types	you	may	enjoy	writing	your	own!	Familiarize	yourself	with	these	different	styles	and	see	if	any	spark	your	imagination.1.	SonnetSonnets	are	practically	synonymous	with	Shakespeare,	but	there	are	actually	two	different	kinds	of	this	famous	poetic	form.	Having
originated	in	13th	century	Italy,	the	sonnet	usually	deals	with	love	and	has	two	common	forms:	the	Petrarchan	(named	for	its	famous	practitioner,	the	poet	Petrarch)	and	the	Shakespearean	(also	known	as	the	English	sonnet).	Each	type	contains	14	lines	but	comes	with	its	own	set	of	rules.Petrarchan	SonnetCharacteristics	and	Rules:2	stanzasPresents
an	argument,	observation,	or	question	in	the	first	8	linesTurn	(or	volta)	between	8th	and	9th	linesSecond	stanza	answers	the	question	or	issue	posed	in	the	firstRhyme	Scheme:	ABBA,	ABBA,	CDECDEShakespearean	Sonnet3	quatrains	(4	lines	each)	and	a	couplet	(2	lines)Couplet	usually	forms	a	conclusionRhyme	scheme:	ABAB,	CDCD,	EFEF,
GGExample	of	a	SonnetShakespeares	Sonnet	130My	mistress	eyes	are	nothing	like	the	sun;Coral	is	far	more	red	than	her	lips	red;If	snow	be	white,	why	then	her	breasts	are	dun;If	hairs	be	wires,	black	wires	grow	on	her	head.I	have	seen	roses	damaskd,	red	and	white,But	no	such	roses	see	I	in	her	cheeks;And	in	some	perfumes	is	there	more
delightThan	in	the	breath	that	from	my	mistress	reeks.I	love	to	hear	her	speak,	yet	well	I	knowThat	music	hath	a	far	more	pleasing	sound;I	grant	I	never	saw	a	goddess	go;My	mistress,	when	she	walks,	treads	on	the	ground:And	yet,	by	heaven,	I	think	my	love	as	rareAs	any	she	belied	with	false	compare.2.	VillanelleVillanelles	have	even	more	specific
rules	than	sonnets.	Luckily,	many	of	the	lines	are	repetitions,	but	this	means	youll	have	to	take	care	to	make	those	lines	meaningful.Villanelle	Characteristics	and	Rules19	lines5	stanzas	of	3	lines	each1	closing	stanza	of	4	linesRhyme	scheme:	ABA,	ABA,	ABA,	ABA,	ABA,	ABAALine	1	repeats	in	lines	6,	12,	and	18Line	3	repeats	in	lines	9,	15,	and
19Examples	of	Villanelles	3.	HaikuYou	might	remember	writing	a	few	of	these	back	in	grade	school,	because	not	only	are	these	poems	short,	but	they	can	be	very	fun	to	write.The	haiku	originated	in	17th	century	Japan.	Although	they	usually	refer	to	nature,	the	only	real	rule	applies	to	the	number	of	syllables	in	each	line,	so	you	can	let	your
imagination	run	wild	with	this	one.Haiku	Characteristics	and	Rules3	linesLine	1	contains	5	syllablesLine	2	contains	7	syllablesLine	3	contains	5	syllablesExample	of	HaikuMatsuo	Bash,	By	the	Old	Temple:By	the	old	temple,peach	blossoms;a	man	treading	rice.4.	Ekphrastic	PoemsEkphrastic	poems	dont	really	have	specific	rules,	but	they	do	speak	of
another	work	of	art.Ekphrasis	comes	from	the	Greek	word	for	description,	and	thats	exactly	what	this	poem	should	do:	vividly	describe	a	painting,	statue,	photograph,	or	story.	One	famous	example	is	found	in	the	Iliad,	where	Homer	refers	to	Achilles	shield.Examples	of	Ekphrastic	PoetryTyehimba	Jess,	Hagar	in	the	WildernessRebecca	Wolff,



Ekphrastic5.	Concrete	PoemsConcrete	poetry	is	designed	to	take	a	particular	shape	or	form	on	the	page.	Poets	can	manipulate	spacing	or	layout	to	emphasize	a	theme	or	important	element	in	the	text,	or	sometimes	they	can	take	the	literal	shape	of	their	subjects.Example	of	Concrete	PoetryThe	Altar	by	George	Herbert	was	intended	to	resemble	a
church	altar:A	broken	ALTAR,	Lord,	thy	servant	rears,Made	of	a	heart	and	cemented	with	tears;Whose	parts	are	as	thy	hand	did	frame;No	workmans	tool	hath	touchd	the	same.A	HEART	aloneIs	such	a	stone,As	nothing	butThy	powr	doth	cut.Wherefore	each	partOf	my	hard	heartMeets	in	this	frameTo	praise	thy	name.That	if	I	chance	to	hold	my
peace,These	stones	to	praise	thee	may	not	cease.Oh,	let	thy	blessed	SACRIFICE	be	mine,And	sanctify	this	ALTAR	to	be	thine.6.	ElegyThe	elegy	is	another	type	of	poem	that	lacks	particular	rules,	but	it	usually	is	written	in	mourning	following	a	death.	They	can	be	written	for	a	particular	person,	or	treat	the	subject	of	loss	more	generally.Example	of	an
ElegyOne	famous	example	of	an	elegy	is	Walt	Whitmans	O	Captain,	My	Captain,	which	Whitman	wrote	following	the	assassination	of	Abraham	Lincoln:O	Captain!	My	Captain!	rise	up	and	hear	the	bells;Rise	upfor	you	the	flag	is	flungfor	you	the	bugle	trills;For	you	bouquets	and	ribbond	wreathsfor	you	the	shores	a-crowding;For	you	they	call,	the
swaying	mass,	their	eager	faces	turning;Here	captain!	dear	father!This	arm	beneath	your	head;It	is	some	dream	that	on	the	deck,Youve	fallen	cold	and	dead.My	Captain	does	not	answer,	his	lips	are	pale	and	still;My	father	does	not	feel	my	arm,	he	has	no	pulse	nor	will;The	ship	is	anchord	safe	and	sound,	its	voyage	closed	and	done;From	fearful	trip,
the	victor	ship,	comes	in	with	object	won;Exult,	O	shores,	and	ring,	O	bells!But	I,	with	mournful	tread,Walk	the	deck	my	captain	lies,Fallen	cold	and	dead.7.	EpigramEpigrams	are	short,	witty,	and	often	satirical	poems	that	usually	take	the	form	of	a	couplet	or	quatrain	(2-4	lines	in	length).Example	of	an	EpigramAn	example	of	this	wit	is	provided	by
Samuel	Taylor	Coleridge:Sir,	I	admit	your	general	rule,That	every	poet	is	a	fool,But	you	yourself	may	serve	to	show	it,That	every	fool	is	not	a	poet.Epigrams	are	not	exclusive	to	poetry.	They	are	also	commonly	used	as	literary	devices	and	in	speeches.	John	F.	Kennedys	famous	quote,	Mankind	must	put	an	end	to	war,	or	war	will	put	an	end	to	mankind
is	one	such	example.8.	LimerickLimericks	are	humorous	poems	that	have	a	more	distinct	rhythm.	Their	subject	matter	is	sometimes	crude,	but	always	designed	to	offer	laughs.Limerick	Characteristics	and	Rules	5	lines	2	longer	lines	(usually	7-10	syllables)	2	shorter	lines	(usually	5-7	syllables)	1	closing	line	to	bring	the	joke	home	(7-10	syllables)
Rhyme	scheme:	AABBAExamples	of	LimericksThere	once	was	an	old	man	of	NantucketWho	kept	all	his	cash	in	a	bucketHis	daughter,	called	Nan,Ran	away	with	a	man,And	as	for	the	bucket,	Nantucket.AnonymousA	wonderful	bird	is	the	pelican,His	bill	can	hold	more	than	his	beli-can.He	can	take	in	his	beakFood	enough	for	a	weekBut	Im	damned	if	I
see	how	the	heli-can.Dixon	Lanier	Merritt9.	BalladBallads	usually	take	a	narrative	form	to	tell	us	stories.	They	are	often	arranged	in	quatrains,	but	the	form	is	loose	enough	that	writers	can	easily	modify	it.Ballad	Characteristics	and	Rules	Typically	arranged	in	groups	of	4	lines	Rhyme	scheme:	ABAB	or	ABCBExamples	of	BalladsAnnabel	Lee	by	Edgar
Allan	Poe	(first	two	stanzas):It	was	many	and	many	a	year	ago,In	a	kingdom	by	the	sea,That	a	maiden	there	lived	whom	you	may	knowBy	the	name	of	Annabel	Lee;And	this	maiden	she	lived	with	no	other	thoughtThan	to	love	and	be	loved	by	me.I	was	a	child	and	she	was	a	child,In	this	kingdom	by	the	sea,But	we	loved	with	a	love	that	was	more	than
loveI	and	my	Annabel	LeeWith	a	love	that	the	wingd	seraphs	of	HeavenCoveted	her	and	me.Some	songs	fit	the	ballad	definition	and	have	been	passed	down	today.	See	this	excerpt	from	the	Irish	ballad	Danny	Boy:Oh	Danny	boy,	the	pipes,	the	pipes	are	callingFrom	glen	to	glen,	and	down	the	mountain	sideThe	summers	gone,	and	all	the	flowers	are
dyingTis	you,	tis	you	must	go	and	I	must	bide.10.	EpitaphAn	epitaph	is	much	like	an	elegy,	only	shorter.	Epitaphs	commonly	appear	on	gravestones,	but	they	can	also	be	humorous.	There	are	no	specific	rules	for	epitaphs	or	their	rhyme	schemes.Examples	of	EpitaphsFrom	William	Shakespeares	gravestone:Good	friend	for	Jesus	sake	forbeare,To	dig
the	dust	enclosed	here.Blessed	be	the	man	that	spares	these	stones,And	cursed	be	he	that	moves	by	bones.Epitaph	by	Edna	St.	Vincent	MillayHeap	not	on	this	moundRoses	that	she	loved	so	well:Why	bewilder	her	with	roses,That	she	cannot	see	or	smell?She	is	happy	where	she	liesWith	the	dust	upon	her	eyes.11.	OdeOdes	address	a	specific	person,
thing,	or	event.	The	ode	is	believed	to	have	been	invented	by	the	ancient	Greeks,	who	would	sing	their	odes.	Modern	odes	follow	an	irregular	pattern	and	are	not	required	to	rhyme.Example	of	an	OdeOde	to	the	West	Wind	by	Percy	Bysshe	ShelleyScatter,	as	from	an	unextinguishd	hearthAshes	and	sparks,	my	words	among	mankind!Be	through	my	lips
to	unawakend	earthThe	trumpet	of	a	prophecy!	O	Wind,If	Winter	comes,	can	Spring	be	far	behind?12.	Free	VerseFree	verse	is	exactly	what	its	name	implies.	There	are	no	rules,	and	writers	can	do	whatever	they	choose:	to	rhyme	or	not,	to	establish	any	rhythm.	Free	verse	is	often	used	in	contemporary	poetry.Example	of	a	Free	Verse	PoemA	Noiseless
Patient	Spider	by	Walt	WhitmanA	noiseless	patient	spider,I	markd	where	on	a	little	promontory	it	stood	isolated,Markd	how	to	explore	the	vacant	vast	surrounding,It	launchd	forth	filament,	filament,	filament,	out	of	itself,Ever	unreeling	them,	ever	tirelessly	speeding	them.And	you	O	my	soul	where	you	stand,Surrounded,	detached,	in	measureless
oceans	of	space,Ceaselessly	musing,	venturing,	throwing,	seeking	the	spheres	to	connect	them,Till	the	bridge	you	will	need	be	formd,	till	the	ductile	anchor	hold,Till	the	gossamer	thread	you	fling	catch	somewhere,	O	my	soul.Tips	for	Writing	PoetryStill	need	a	little	extra	nudge	to	get	started?	Theres	no	better	way	to	learn	than	by	reading	some	great
poetry.You	can	also	check	out	our	post	on	how	to	write	a	poemso	you	can	get	inspired	to	start	writing.Do	you	have	a	favorite	poem?	Feel	free	to	share	it	with	us	in	the	comments	below!If	you	enjoyed	this	post,	you	might	also	like:	As	a	blog	writer	for	TCK	Publishing,	Kaelyn	loves	crafting	fun	and	helpful	content	for	writers,	readers,	and	creative	minds
alike.	She	has	a	degree	in	International	Affairs	with	a	minor	in	Italian	Studies,	but	her	true	passion	has	always	been	writing.	Working	remotely	allows	her	to	do	even	more	of	the	things	she	loves,	like	traveling,	cooking,	and	spending	time	with	her	family.Poetry	is	a	collective	name	given	for	poems	in	general.	Like	all	literature,	poetry	is	not	constrained
to	a	particular	type,	we	come	across	different	styles	of	expressing	emotions.	This	is	the	sole	reason	why,	we	have	so	many	types	of	poems.Home	/	Uncategorized	/	An	Exhaustive	List	of	All	the	Types	of	Poetry	With	ExamplesPoetry	is	a	collective	name	given	for	poems	in	general.	Like	all	literature,	poetry	is	not	constrained	to	a	particular	type,	we	come
across	different	styles	of	expressing	emotions.	This	is	the	sole	reason	why,	we	have	so	many	types	of	poems.	Poetry	is	the	spontaneous	overflow	of	powerful	feelings:	it	takes	its	origin	from	emotion	recollected	in	tranquility.William	Wordsworth	Poetry	is	a	major	form	of	literature	which	is	in	a	position	to	sub-ordinate	medium	to	transmute	emotions.	It
appeals	to	the	highest	faculty	of	man	that	is,	his	soul.	It	evokes	emotions	and	brings	up	pictures	through	effective	descriptions.	Poetry,	as	we	understand	through	the	words	of	Coleridge	is,	the	best	words	in	their	best	order.Just	as	an	artist	uses	colors	to	breathe	life	to	his	art,	a	poet	uses	words	to	give	expression	to	his	experiences	and	emotional	life.	A
poet,	employs	different	techniques	and	poetic	devices	to	bring	out	the	aesthetic	value	of	words.	These	words	are	capable	of	conveying	the	underlying	emotions	and	thus	are	able	to	lead	to	a	catharsis.	Seen	in	this	light,	a	poem	can	be	defined	as	a	piece	of	writing	in	which,	the	words	are	specifically	chosen	for	the	ideas	and	images	they	are	capable	of
etching	in	the	minds	of	their	readers.	The	Defining	FactorWhat	differentiates	poetry	from	prose,	is	the	style	of	writing	and	the	arrangement	of	words.	While	prose	consists	of	a	set	of	sentences,	a	poem	makes	use	of	rhythmically	arranged	sentences	often	placed	one	below	the	other	for	effect.	Poetry	uses	different	techniques	like	meter,	rhyme	and
sound	devices	to	reveal	the	deeper	aspects	of	experiences	of	the	poet.	It	is	also	used	as	a	measure	to	reinforce	the	theme.The	Major	CategoriesDescriptive	PoetryAs	the	name	suggests,	descriptive	poems	are	centered	around	the	object	of	interest	and	they	serve	a	didactic	purpose.	Descriptive	poems	compel	the	reader	to	visualize	the	object,	place	or
person	of	interest	as	pictured	by	the	poet	himself.	An	Example:	Smoke	by	Henry	David	Thoreau.	Light-winged	Smoke,	Icarian	bird,Melting	thy	pinions	in	thy	upward	flight,Lark	without	song,	and	messenger	of	dawnCircling	above	the	hamlets	as	they	nest;Or	else,	departing	dream,	and	shadowy	formOf	midnight	vision,	gathering	up	thy	skirts;By	night
star-veiling,	and	by	dayDarkening	the	light	and	blotting	out	the	sun;Go	thou	my	incense	upward	from	this	hearth,And	ask	the	gods	to	pardon	this	clear	flame.Reflective	PoetryReflective	poems	contain	some	explicit	or	implicit	generalization	about	life.	Simply	put,	it	is	a	mere	reflection	of	the	state	of	mind	of	the	poet,	put	forth	in	a	poetic	manner.	An
Example:	Human	Seasons	by	John	Keats.FOUR	Seasons	fill	the	measure	of	the	year;There	are	four	seasons	in	the	mind	of	man:He	has	his	lusty	Spring,	when	fancy	clearTakes	in	all	beauty	with	an	easy	span:He	has	his	Summer,	when	luxuriouslySprings	honeyd	cud	of	youthful	thought	he	lovesTo	ruminate,	and	by	such	dreaming	highIs	nearest	unto
heaven:	quiet	covesHis	soul	has	in	its	Autumn,	when	his	wingsHe	furleth	close;	contented	so	to	lookOn	mists	in	idleness	to	let	fair	thingsPass	by	unheeded	as	a	threshold	brook.He	has	his	Winter	too	of	pale	misfeature,Or	else	he	would	forego	his	mortal	nature.Narrative	PoetryThe	poet	narrates	a	story	through	the	use	of	poetic	diction.	It	is	considered
to	be	one	of	the	oldest	form	of	poetry	and	it	often	focuses	on	the	pros	and	cons	of	life.	An	Example:	An	excerpt	from	The	Charge	of	the	Light	Brigade	by	Alfred	Lord	Tennyson.	Half	a	league,	half	a	league,Half	a	league	onward,All	in	the	valley	of	Death,Rode	the	six	hundred.Forward,	the	Light	Brigade!Charge	for	the	guns	he	said:Into	the	valley	of
DeathRode	the	six	hundred.Lyric	PoetryA	lyric	is	a	short	poem	which	has	the	characteristics	of	a	song.	It	pertains	to	a	single	mood	or	feeling	and	is	more	personal	in	nature.	An	example:	An	excerpt	from	A	Red,	Red	Rose	by	Robert	Burns.O	my	Luves	like	a	red,	red	roseThats	newly	sprung	in	June;O	my	Luves	like	the	melodieThats	sweetly	playd	in
tune.	As	fair	art	thou,	my	bonnie	lass,So	deep	in	luve	am	I:And	I	will	luve	thee	still,	my	dear,Till	a	the	seas	gang	dry:SonnetA	sonnet	is	a	relatively	short	poem	consisting	of	merely	14	lines.	It	is	known	to	follow	a	strict	pattern	of	rhyme.	It	is	divided	into	two	parts	the	octave	and	the	concluding	sestet.	This	separation	marks	the	break	in	thought.	It	is
further	classified	into	Petrarchan,	Shakespearean	and	Miltonic	sonnets.	An	example:	Sonnet	116	by	Shakespeare.Shakespearean	SonnetA	Shakespearean	sonnet:14	lines	(three	quatrains	and	a	couplet)Written	in	iambic	pentameter	(a	weak	syllable	followed	by	an	accented	syllable	five	times)Rhyme	scheme	is	a-b-a-b,	c-d-c-d,	e-f-e-f,	g-g	Let	me	not	to
the	marriage	of	true	mindsAdmit	impediments.	Love	is	not	loveWhich	alters	when	it	alteration	finds,Or	bends	with	the	remover	to	remove:O	no!	it	is	an	ever-fixed	markThat	looks	on	tempests	and	is	never	shaken;It	is	the	star	to	every	wandering	bark,Whose	worths	unknown,	although	his	height	be	taken.Loves	not	Times	fool,	though	rosy	lips	and
cheeksWithin	his	bending	sickles	compass	come:Love	alters	not	with	his	brief	hours	and	weeks,But	bears	it	out	even	to	the	edge	of	doom.If	this	be	error	and	upon	me	proved,I	never	writ,	nor	no	man	ever	loved.ElegyThe	tone	of	this	type	of	poem	is	often	set	in	melancholy	and	is	known	to	be	a	funeral	song.	Most	of	the	elegies	are	pastoral	in	nature	that
is,	it	is	the	lament	of	a	poet	mourning	the	loss	of	another	fellow	poet.	An	example:	An	excerpt	from	Lycidas	by	John	Milton.Yet	once	more,	O	ye	Laurels,	and	once	moreYe	Myrtles	brown,	with	Ivy	never-sear,I	com	to	pluck	your	Berries	harsh	and	crude,And	with	forcd	fingers	rude,Shatter	your	leaves	before	the	mellowing	year.Bitter	constraint,	and	sad
occasion	dear,Compels	me	to	disturb	your	season	due:For	Lycidas	is	dead,	dead	ere	his	prime,Young	Lycidas,	and	hath	not	left	his	peer:OdeThis	type	of	poem	is	a	direct	address	to	a	particular	person	or	a	thing.	It	is	relatively	elaborate	in	its	structure.	It	is	divided	into	three	parts	namely,	the	strophe,	antistrophe	and	epode.	Odes	have	a	serious
overtone,	with	the	strophe	and	the	antistrophe	looking	at	the	subject	from	conflicting	perspectives	and	the	epode	trying	to	resolve	the	underlying	issues.	An	example:	An	excerpt	from	Ode	on	a	Grecian	Urn	by	John	Keats.Thou	still	unravishd	bride	of	quietness,Thou	foster-child	of	silence	and	slow	time,Sylvan	historian,	who	canst	thus	expressA	flowery
tale	more	sweetly	than	our	rhyme:What	leaf-fringd	legend	haunts	about	thy	shapeOf	deities	or	mortals,	or	of	both,In	Tempe	or	the	dales	of	Arcady?What	men	or	gods	are	these?	What	maidens	loth?What	mad	pursuit?	What	struggle	to	escape?What	pipes	and	timbrels?	What	wild	ecstasy?BalladA	ballad	is	a	type	of	a	narrative	poem	which	deals	with	a
heroic	theme.	A	ballad	has	musical	quality	and	it	has	a	set	theme	and	a	fixed	metrical	form.	The	modern	ballads	have	taken	on	the	form	of	single	spirited	poems	with	short	stanzas	that	narrate	a	popular	story	graphically.	An	example:	An	excerpt	from	The	Walrus	and	the	Carpenter	by	Lewis	Carroll.The	sun	was	shining	on	the	sea,Shining	with	all	his
might:He	did	his	very	best	to	makeThe	billows	smooth	and	brightAnd	this	was	odd,	because	it	wasThe	middle	of	the	night.The	moon	was	shining	sulkily,Because	she	thought	the	sunHad	got	no	business	to	be	thereAfter	the	day	was	doneIts	very	rude	of	him,	she	said,To	come	and	spoil	the	fun!EpicIt	is	a	heroic	poem	that	deals	with	the	ethos	of	the
period.	There	are	two	types	of	epic,	one	that	is	concerned	with	growth	while	the	other	with	art.	Epics	are	generally	grander	in	the	portrayal	of	the	style	and	their	theme.	It	is	an	account	of	the	life	and	works	of	a	heroic	or	mythological	person.An	example:	An	excerpt	from	Paradise	Lost	by	Milton.Of	Mans	First	Disobedience,	and	the	FruitOf	that
Forbidden	Tree,	whose	mortal	tastBrought	Death	into	the	World,	and	all	our	woe,With	loss	of	Eden,	till	one	greater	ManRestore	us,	and	regain	the	blissful	Seat,Sing	Heavnly	Muse,	that	on	the	secret	topOf	Oreb,	or	of	Sinai,	didst	inspireThat	Shepherd,	who	first	taught	the	chosen	Seed,In	the	Beginning	how	the	Heavns	and	EarthRose	out	of	Chaos:	Or
if	Sion	HillDelight	thee	more,	and	Siloas	Brook	that	flowdFast	by	the	Oracle	of	God;	I	thenceInvoke	thy	aid	to	my	adventurous	Song,That	with	no	middle	flight	intends	to	soarAbove	th	Aonian	Mount,	while	it	pursuesThings	unattempted	yet	in	Prose	or	Rhime.LimericksA	limerick	is	a	humorous	or	a	nonsensical	poem	consisting	of	a	stanza	made	up	of
five	lines.	It	is	in	a	folk	form	and	is	essentially	transgressive	and	bordering	on	obscene.	There	was	a	Young	Lady	of	Lucca	by	Edward	Lear	is	an	example:There	was	a	Young	Lady	of	Lucca,Whose	lovers	completely	forsook	her;She	ran	up	a	tree,And	said,	Fiddle-de-dee!Which	embarrassed	the	people	of	Lucca.These	are	by	no	means,	all	types	of	poetry
forms	used.	But	these	are	the	basics.	Most	poets	use	these	forms	and	structures	while	writing	their	poems.	The	form	and	structure	of	the	poem,	ideally	should	not	limit	the	thought	or	the	idea	conveyed	by	the	poet.	However,	these	styles	of	writing	help	make	the	poem	more	musical	in	its	flow.	Sign	up	to	receive	the	latest	and	greatest	articles	from	our
site	automatically	each	week	(give	or	take)...right	to	your	inbox.
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