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Have you ever felt a strong connection to a place but couldnt quite explain why? Maybe you sensed something deeper in your community or noticed patterns that seemed to repeat. Spiritual mapping helps you uncover those hidden connections and understand the spiritual landscape around you. Definition and Purpose: Spiritual mapping is the
practice of uncovering spiritual patterns, influences, and strongholds in a specific area, aiming to enhance understanding of a communitys spiritual landscape.Significance: It aids in identifying spiritual strongholds, refining ministry efforts, building community connections, and promoting strategic prayer initiatives.Structured Approach: Key steps
include gathering information (research and community engagement), identifying spiritual patterns, assessing cultural influences, and documenting findings.Utilization of Tools: Visual tools like maps and infographics, along with analytical tools such as surveys and interviews, improve the effectiveness of the mapping process.Community Engagement:
Engaging with residents and local leaders can provide deeper insights and foster collaboration, making the mapping process more effective and meaningful.Flexibility and Documentation: Adapting to the unique needs of each community and maintaining thorough records of observations are crucial for successful implementation and follow-up.
Spiritual mapping involves exploring the spiritual dimensions of a place or community. Through this process, you uncover insights and connections that deepen your understanding of your surroundings. Spiritual mapping is the practice of identifying spiritual patterns, influences, and strongholds in a specific location. It combines prayer, research, and
observation to reveal how spiritual forces impact a community. By seeking Gods guidance, you gather information about spiritual landmarks, historical events, and cultural influences that shape a regions spiritual landscape. Spiritual mapping holds significant value for individuals and communities. It provides a framework for:Understanding Spiritual
Strongholds: Identify areas where negative spiritual influences may exist, helping you address these challenges through prayer and action.Enhancing Ministry Effectiveness: Gain insights into the spiritual needs of a community, allowing ministries to tailor their approaches for maximum impact.Building Community Connections: Foster relationships by
understanding the unique spiritual history and dynamics within a neighborhood or region.Promoting Prayer Initiatives: Equip groups to pray strategically for specific needs identified during mapping, leading to more purposeful intercession. By engaging in spiritual mapping, you actively participate in prayerful exploration, which can transform both
your understanding and the spiritual health of your community. Spiritual mapping involves a structured approach that helps you uncover spiritual patterns within a community. By following these steps, you can gain deeper insights into your surroundings. Identify the Area: Select the specific location or community you want to map. Understanding
boundaries helps focus your efforts.Conduct Research: Explore historical records, cultural backgrounds, and demographic information about the area. Use local libraries or online databases for accurate data.Engage with Residents: Talk to community members to gather personal stories and experiences. Their insights can reveal spiritual dynamics
you may not uncover through research alone.Observe the Environment: Walk through the community. Pay attention to symbols, landmarks, and places of worship that may carry spiritual significance.Pray for Insight: Integrate prayer into your gathering process. Ask for guidance and clarity on the spiritual influences present in the area.ldentify
Spiritual Patterns: Look for recurring themes, beliefs, or practices within the community. Patterns may include frequent gatherings, events, or rituals.Assess Influences: Examine cultural, historical, and social factors that shape the communitys spiritual landscape. Consider how these influences affect residents perspectives.Map Strongholds: Identify
areas where spiritual strongholds exist. These could include locations of conflict or resistance to faith-based initiatives.Collaborate with Others: Work with local leaders or faith groups to validate your findings. Collaboration can enhance the accuracy of your analysis.Document Findings: Create a comprehensive report of your observations and
insights. Use visuals, like charts or diagrams, to present information clearly and effectively. Utilizing the right tools and techniques enhances the effectiveness of spiritual mapping. These practices allow you to gather vital insights about your communitys spiritual landscape. Visual tools simplify the process of mapping spiritual dynamics. Consider
using:Maps: Outline key locations and landmarks. Highlight areas of significance, such as churches, shrines, or gathering spots.Diagrams: Create diagrams that display relationships between different entities. This can include community organizations or influential individuals.Photos: Take photographs of important sites. Use these as reference points
during discussions with locals or in reports.Infographics: Summarize findings in an engaging visual format. Infographics can illustrate patterns and insights that emerge from your research. Incorporating these visual aids provides clarity and helps communicate complex ideas effectively. Analytical tools assist you in processing and interpreting the
data collected during spiritual mapping. Use the following:Surveys: Conduct surveys to collect opinions and insights from local residents. Use closed-ended questions for quantitative analysis and open-ended questions for qualitative data.Interviews: Hold interviews with community leaders and members. These discussions yield personal narratives
that enrich your understanding.Statistical Analysis Software: Utilize tools like SPSS or Excel for data organization. Analyze trends and correlations that may indicate spiritual influences.Journals or Documentaries: Review historical documents or journals that reflect the spiritual history of an area. These resources provide context and depth to your
findings. Employing these analytical tools enables you to draw meaningful conclusions and strengthen your mapping efforts. Spiritual mapping has proven effective in various communities. Here are specific instances showcasing its impact. Urban Community in Seattle: A team identified strongholds of addiction and homelessness. Through prayer
walks and interviews with residents, they mapped out service gaps. The result? New ministries emerged, targeting specific needs like rehabilitation programs and support groups.Small Town in Texas: Local churches collaborated to analyze the towns spiritual climate. They uncovered a high prevalence of distrust in institutions. Their mapping
revealed key historical events impacting local beliefs. This awareness fostered dialogue and initiatives aimed at restoring trust within the community.University Campus in California: Students conducted spiritual mapping to understand campus spiritual dynamics. They gathered data from surveys and personal stories. The outcome included a
dedicated prayer space and outreach programs that connected different faith groups, enhancing interfaith collaboration.Engagement Matters: Engaging with community members leads to deeper insights. Conversations can reveal unique challenges and cultural nuances, enhancing the mapping process.Prayer Focus: Prioritizing prayer throughout
the mapping process opens channels for guidance. Many teams experienced clarity and direction when incorporating prayer consistently.Documentation is Key: Keeping thorough records of findings is vital. Documenting insights and patterns enables targeted follow-up initiatives and helps track progress over time.Flexibility and Adaptation: Each
community presents distinct spiritual landscapes. Flexibility to adapt strategies based on the communitys unique needs enhances mapping effectiveness. These examples illustrate the transformative potential of spiritual mapping in fostering community growth and spiritual health. Embracing spiritual mapping can truly transform how you connect
with your community. By diving deep into the spiritual dynamics around you and actively engaging with local residents youll uncover insights that can guide your efforts. Remember that prayer is a powerful tool in this journey helping you discern patterns and influences.As you document your findings and collaborate with others youll contribute to a
richer spiritual landscape. Each step you take not only enhances your understanding but also fosters growth and healing within your community. So grab your tools and start mappingyour journey awaits! Spiritual mapping is a practice for exploring the deeper spiritual connections individuals have with a place or community. It involves examining
spiritual dimensions, identifying patterns, and understanding influences that shape a locations spiritual landscape. Spiritual mapping helps identify spiritual strongholds, enhances ministry effectiveness, and builds community connections. It informs targeted prayer initiatives, contributing to the overall spiritual health and growth of the community.
Key steps include identifying the area to map, researching its history and culture, engaging locals for insights, observing significant symbols, and conducting prayer for deeper understanding. Documenting findings in a report is essential. Visual tools like maps, diagrams, and infographics are useful for simplifying data. Analytical tools such as surveys,
interviews, and statistical software help process and interpret collected information effectively. In a Seattle urban community, spiritual mapping uncovered strongholds of addiction. This led to the establishment of new ministries addressing these specific needs and promoting community engagement. Prayer is vital as it provides guidance and insight
throughout the mapping process. It helps individuals discern spiritual patterns and influences, leading to a richer understanding of the communitys spiritual dynamics. To get involved, start by learning about the community you wish to map. Engage local residents, participate in prayer sessions, and consider working with local leaders or organizations
to enhance the mapping efforts. Spiritual mapping is an important part of ministry that can give you valuable insight into the spiritual needs of your community. As a ministry leader, its critical to understand the principles and techniques involved in spiritual mapping and how it can help you accomplish your goals. In this blog post, well explore the
biblical basis for spiritual mapping, the techniques and tools used in the process, and how to apply these learnings in your community. Keep reading to find out more about the power of spiritual mapping in improving your ministry efforts.Understanding Spiritual MappingAs a youth pastor, you may have heard the term spiritual mapping thrown
around in Christian circles. But what exactly is spiritual mapping? Its the process of researching and identifying the spiritual needs and strongholds of a specific community or area as a means of strategic intercessory prayer. Here are some key points to keep in mind when it comes to understanding spiritual mapping:Spiritual warfare: Spiritual
mapping is a tool used in spiritual warfare. Youll often hear it used in the context of breaking down strongholds of the enemy and advancing the Kingdom of God.Spiritual discernment: To engage in spiritual mapping, you need to have spiritual discernment. This means being in tune with the Holy Spirit and being able to identify spiritual activity and
forces at work in your community.Research: While spiritual discernment is important, research is also a key component of spiritual mapping. This may involve talking to community members, researching local history, or gathering data on demographics and socioeconomic factors.Understanding the enemy: Spiritual mapping helps you understand the
enemys tactics and strongholds in your community. This can range from addiction to poverty to specific sins that are prevalent in your area.Strongholds, principalities, powers, territorial spirits, and dark forces: These are all terms that may come up in the context of spiritual mapping. A stronghold is essentially an area or issue where the enemy has a
foothold. Principalities, powers, territorial spirits, and dark forces are all different types of evil spirits that can be at work in a community. Now that you have a better understanding of what spiritual mapping is, you may be wondering why its important in ministry. In the next section, well explore the importance of spiritual mapping in greater detail.
The Importance of Spiritual Mapping in MinistryAs a youth pastor, you have a desire to see your community transformed by the power of God. But how can you effectively lead your ministry in this direction? This is where spiritual mapping comes in.Spiritual mapping is a powerful tool that helps you gain understanding, insight, and most importantly,
spiritual discernment about the people and places you are ministering to. Through research, intercession, and on-site prayer walking, spiritual mapping allows you to identify the spiritual strongholds, principalities, powers, and territorial spirits that may be hindering the advancement of the Kingdom of God in your community.Effective spiritual
mapping provides you with the capability to form spiritual strategies that enable you to work with God to overcome the schemes of the enemy. By utilizing the authority that Christ has given us, we can bind and loosen both the angels and the demons that are impacting our communities.One of the key benefits of spiritual mapping is that you gain a
deeper understanding and appreciation of who the enemy is. By understanding his strategies, limitations, and weaknesses, you can develop effective countermeasures that can protect you and your ministry from his attacks. Furthermore, through spiritual mapping, you become better equipped to engage in effective evangelism, prophetic ministry, and
intercessory prayer.To start spiritual mapping in your community, you need to use the right spiritual mapping techniques and tools that are relevant and effective in your context. Some of these techniques and tools include identifying key landmarks, historical events, and demographic characteristics that shape the spiritual landscape of your
community. You also need to be grounded in the Word of God, relying on the Holy Spirit to reveal truths and insights as you pray and research.The road to effective spiritual mapping isnt always easy, as there are various challenges you might encounter along the way. For example, it may be difficult to gain access to some places, or to find the
resources you need to conduct thorough research. Additionally, you may face resistance from spiritual forces that are opposed to the Kingdom of God. However, when done with the right intentions and perspective, spiritual mapping can be a powerful tool for transformation in your community.In conclusion, spiritual mapping provides a vital
foundation for effective ministry in your community. It helps you to better understand the spiritual dynamics that are impacting your ministry, and to develop effective strategies to overcome them. By training yourself and your team on how to conduct effective spiritual mapping, you can position yourself for greater impact, as you advance the
Kingdom of God in your community.Biblical Basis for Spiritual MappingIf you are wondering about the biblical foundation of spiritual mapping, youll find plenty of support in the Bible. Spiritual mapping is the process of researching a community to discern spiritual strongholds, principalities, powers, and territorial spirits. Its not a new concept it has
been used in mission work for decades. In fact, spiritual mapping is rooted in the Bible.Here are some key verses that can help you understand the biblical basis of spiritual mapping:Ephesians 6:12: For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. This verse highlights the fact that spiritual warfare is real. Its not just a metaphor there are actual dark forces at work. By engaging in spiritual mapping, we can better understand these forces and develop strategies to combat them.2 Corinthians 10:3-5: For though we live in the world, we do not wage
war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. This passage emphasizes the importance
of spiritual discernment. By identifying strongholds and arguments that oppose God, we can take steps to destroy them and bring people closer to Christ.Matthew 16:18: And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. This verse reminds us that Christs church is unstoppable. No
matter how powerful the forces of darkness may seem, they are ultimately powerless against the kingdom of God. By engaging in spiritual mapping, we can help advance the kingdom of God in our communities.By using the biblical principles of spiritual warfare, intercession, and spiritual discernment, we can effectively engage in spiritual mapping.
This will help us better understand our communities, develop effective spiritual strategies, and advance the kingdom of God.Spiritual Mapping Techniques and ToolsAs you delve deeper into spiritual mapping, youll discover a range of spiritual mapping techniques and tools at your disposal. These techniques and tools aim to help you gain a deeper
understanding of your communitys spiritual needs, develop spiritual strategies, enhance your intercessory prayer, and ultimately advance the kingdom of God.One of the key spiritual mapping techniques involves research. Research helps you understand crucial information about the area you want to spiritually map. Research data usually includes
information on historical events, demographics, spiritual practices, generational sins, and other patterns.Prayer walking is another spiritual mapping technique worth considering. It involves walking around a specific area while praying and interceding. Prayer walking helps you to connect with the area youre mapping, listen to the Lord, and discern
the spiritual needs of the community.Prophetic ministry is another tool that can be useful in spiritual mapping. Your prophetic capabilities can help you receive messages, visions, and dreams that reveal the spiritual state of the community youre mapping. Such revelations offer invaluable insight that can inform your prayer strategy and other spiritual
actions.If youre new to spiritual mapping, several resources and tools can help you get started. A spiritual mapping guide, for example, can walk you through the process of mapping your community, sharing real-life spiritual mapping examples, and outlining core spiritual mapping principles. There are also several apps, websites, and books that offer
spiritual mapping resources and training.While spiritual mapping can undoubtedly have a significant impact on your community, it can also pose some challenges. One of the primary challenges is overcoming spiritual strongholds or territories that hinder your spiritual advancement. Developing effective spiritual strategies, deepening your
understanding of the enemy, and growing in spiritual authority are essential for any successful spiritual mapping endeavor.In conclusion, spiritual mapping is a powerful tool for any ministry looking to make a meaningful impact on their community. By using the right spiritual mapping techniques and tools and trusting in the Lords guidance, you can
advance the kingdom of God and transform your community for the better. How to Start Spiritual Mapping in Your CommunitylIf youre new to the concept of spiritual mapping, it can seem overwhelming to know where to start. The good news is that anyone can start spiritual mapping, regardless of experience or knowledge. Here are some practical
steps to help you get started with spiritual mapping in your community:Pray for Spiritual Discernment: The foundation of spiritual mapping is prayer. Before you begin researching and mapping out your community, spend time in prayer, asking God for discernment and wisdom.Do Your Research: Once you have sought Gods guidance, its time to start
researching. Gather information about your community, such as demographics, history, and significant events. Use this information to identify potential spiritual strongholds and areas that need prayer.Walk and Map Out Your Community: The next step is to physically walk your community, paying attention to what you see and feel. Take notes of any
significant findings, such as areas that feel heavy with spiritual oppression or places where you sense a spiritual breakthrough is needed.Use Spiritual Mapping Tools: There are various spiritual mapping tools available to help guide your process. Consider using a spiritual mapping worksheet or using a mapping software like Google Maps to help you
visually map out your community.Partner with Others: Dont underestimate the power of intercessory prayer and partnership. Consider partnering with others in your community to pray and intercede for spiritual breakthroughs.Follow Gods Leading: As you pray and map out your community, its essential to remain flexible and receptive to Gods
leading. Be open to changes and adjustments as God reveals spiritual insights to you.By following these practical steps, you can start spiritual mapping in your community to better understand the spiritual atmosphere around you. As you continue to pray and seek Gods guidance, you can begin to develop effective spiritual strategies to advance the
Kingdom of God.Overcoming Challenges in Spiritual MappingWhile spiritual mapping can be a powerful tool for advancing the kingdom of God, it is not without its challenges. Here are some common obstacles that you may encounter when engaging in spiritual mapping, and some strategies for overcoming them.Lack of spiritual discernment To
effectively engage in spiritual mapping, you need to be able to discern the spiritual realities underlying the physical world. This requires a deep intimacy with God and a sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit. If you find that you are struggling to discern spiritual realities, it may be helpful to spend more time in prayer and fasting, asking God to
give you greater spiritual insight.Fear Engaging in spiritual warfare can be scary, especially if you are not used to it. It is important to remember that you are not engaging in spiritual warfare in your own strength, but in the strength of the Lord. Whenever you feel afraid, remind yourself of the promises of God and put your trust in Him.Resistance
from the enemy When you engage in spiritual warfare, you can expect the enemy to resist you. This may take the form of spiritual attacks, opposition from other people, or even physical obstacles. Whenever you encounter resistance, remind yourself that the battle belongs to the Lord, and that He is with you.Lack of understanding Spiritual mapping
can be complex, and it may take time to develop a thorough understanding of the spiritual realities in your community. It is important to be patient with yourself, and to devote time to research and study. You may also find it helpful to connect with other believers who are engaged in spiritual mapping, so that you can learn from their
experiences.Burnout Engaging in spiritual warfare can be intense and exhausting. It is important to take care of yourself, both physically and spiritually, so that you do not burn out. Make sure that you are getting enough rest, eating well, and taking time to recharge. It is also important to stay connected to your community of faith, so that you can
receive encouragement and support.By being aware of these challenges, and by taking steps to overcome them, you can engage in effective spiritual mapping that advances the kingdom of God in your community. Remember, the battle belongs to the Lord, and He has given you everything you need to be victorious. Share copy and redistribute the
material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were
made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that
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other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Spiritual mapping is the practice of identifying strongholds, sources of sin, and spiritual influences over a city or region for the purpose of focused intercession, informed spiritual warfare, and evangelism. It involves researching an areas history to discern
spiritual influences and strongholds that need to be addressed through prayer. The goal is to open up a region to the gospel by identifying and tearing down spiritual opposition.Background on Spiritual MappingThe phrase spiritual mapping began being used in the 1980s by Christian leaders involved in spiritual warfare and missions. The concept
comes from the Bible, which speaks of invisible spiritual forces at work in the world (Ephesians 6:12). Spiritual mapping is an attempt to gain greater insight into these realities over a geographical area. Practitioners of spiritual mapping will research the history, beliefs, ideologies, sins, and occult practices that have influenced a city or region. This
helps them discern spiritual strongholds needing to be torn down through focused, strategic prayer. It equips intercessors to pray more effectively against demonic influence and for Gods kingdom to advance.Purposes of Spiritual MappingThere are several intended purposes and benefits of spiritual mapping:To gain insight into historical, cultural,
and spiritual influences over a placeTo identify demonic strongholds needing to be torn downTo allow for more strategic, targeted prayerTo strengthen the church and open up regions to the gospelTo equip intercessors and missionaries to pray and serve more effectivelyTo gain wisdom for more effective ministry and evangelism strategiesAt its core,
spiritual mapping aims to facilitate more strategic prayer, spiritual warfare, and evangelism to see Gods kingdom expand in a given area.What Does Spiritual Mapping Involve?Spiritual mapping involves researching the history, culture, beliefs, and practices of an area to discern influences and strongholds affecting it spiritually. This generally
includes:Studying the areas geography and topographyResearching settlement history and patterns of usage over timeLooking at cultural developments and events tied to the locationldentifying sins, ideologies, false religions, and occult practices influencing the area over timeResearching significant leaders and influencers tied to the area
throughout historyLooking at sociological patterns and demographic dataldentifying spiritual strongholds rooted in the areas history and cultureThis information is used to pray strategically against spiritual forces influencing the area and to remove obstacles to the gospel there.How Spiritual Mapping Ties to Spiritual WarfareSpiritual mapping is
closely tied to spiritual warfare. After research is done through spiritual mapping, intercessors engage in targeted prayer and spiritual warfare to tear down strongholds identified over an area. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 explains this warfare dynamic: For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.Spiritual mapping informs this process of destroying strongholds through prayer. Believers are commanded to engage in this spiritual warfare
using spiritual weapons of prayer, Gods Word, truth, righteousness, faith, and the gospel rather than physical weapons (Ephesians 6:10-18). Spiritual mapping equips for more effective engagement in this spiritual battle.Cautions Regarding Spiritual MappingWhile spiritual mapping can provide helpful insight for intercession and spiritual warfare,
there are cautions to keep in mind:Avoid viewing locations or objects as having inherent spiritual power, as only God has power.Be discerning about sources of information, as flawed sources can lead to false conclusions.Be careful not to stereotype groups or focus on demonizing cultures versus redeeming individuals.Avoid simplistic causal links
between data points that may have complex historical relationships.Recognize spiritual mapping provides insight but only the Holy Spirit fully knows a regions spiritual state.Avoid fear-based fixation on the demonic versus faith in Gods power and redemption.Wise spiritual mapping is done with humility, wisdom, and dependence on Gods Spirit to
reveal truth that can guide strategic prayer.Biblical Examples and BasisThough the specific term spiritual mapping is modern, the Bible contains examples of seeking spiritual insight concerning regions:Moses sent spies to scout out the Promised Land spiritually and physically (Numbers 13-14).Jesus perceived the spiritual condition of cities like
Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, and Jerusalem and lamented their unbelief (Matthew 11:20-24).Paul analyzed the culture and idols of Athens to tailor his gospel presentation (Acts 17:16-34).Jesus commended the church in Ephesus for examining the claims of false apostles (Revelation 2:2).These examples reveal awareness of spiritual realities over
regions. Scripture also shows demonic strongholds over territories that are broken through Christ (Deuteronomy 9:1-5, Daniel 10:13). Believers are called to tear down spiritual strongholds through gospel truth (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). So spiritual mapping has a biblical basis, even if the specific term is modern.Steps for Doing Spiritual MappingFor
those interested in spiritual mapping, here are some practical steps:Select the geographical area you aim to spiritually map.Research the areas history from establishment to current day.Identify cultural developments, pivotal events, and key leaders.Note patterns of sin, idolatry, false religion, and the occult.Analyze beliefs and practices ruling over
the area over time.Discern spiritual strongholds rooted in history and culture.Strategize for prayer walking, spiritual warfare, and evangelism.Recruit an intercessory prayer team to regularly cover the area.Be cautious in interpretations, yet bold in faith-led prayer.Trust Gods power and redemption can overcome any stronghold.This provides a
general process for conducting spiritual mapping of a city, region, or other geographical area.Practical Applications of Spiritual MappingSpiritual mapping finds practical application in various contexts:Missions Mapping an area helps missionaries better understand its culture and spiritual climate.Church planting Mapping can identify areas needing
more churches and strongholds to address.Intercession Mapping aids praying over areas with greater discernment of spiritual influences.Deliverance ministry Identifying legal rights, enemy footholds and strongholds can aid deliverance.Inner healing prayer Mapping ones personal history can reveal spiritual links to current bondages.Urban ministry
Mapping cities helpsstrategize to reach people and transform communities.Wherever we seek to expand Gods kingdom and power, spiritual mapping is a practical tool to inform effective prayer and action.Controversies Regarding Spiritual MappingUse of spiritual mapping has been controversial within the church. Concerns include:Viewing locations
as having inherent spiritual power versus only God having power.Reliance on flawed sources, human interpretation versus revelation.Fear-based fixation on demonic versus faith in Gods sovereignty.Stereotyping cultures versus redeeming individuals.Unwise application without caution, humility, and wisdom.Minimizing personal sin versus societal
strongholds needing corporate repentance.These cautions reveal the need for wisdom in spiritual mapping. It remains controversial if done without discernment, balance, and reliance on the Spirits guidance.Keys to Wise Spiritual MappingThe following principles help keep spiritual mapping biblical:Submit all interpretations to the Holy Spirits
guidance (1 Corinthians 2:12-16).Focus on Christs Lordship over all powers and authorities (Colossians 1:15-20).Confess personal and corporate sins rather than only societal sins (Daniel 9:1-19).Avoid fear or obsession with spiritual forces, keep your focus on God (1 John 4:18).Rely on prayer from a righteous heart more than ritual practices (James
5:16).Aim for redemption through gospel truth versus defeating people groups (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).Discern human agents versus only focusing on demonic forces (Ephesians 6:12).Spiritual mapping is a tool that requires Gods wisdom and guidance to avoid distortions and extremes.ConclusionSpiritual mapping involves researching historical and
cultural influences over a geographical area to gain insight for strategic intercession and spiritual warfare. It has valid applications, yet also requires caution to avoid unbiblical approaches. Scripture gives many examples of Gods people seeking to understand spiritual dynamics over regions in order to advance His kingdom through prayer. The keys
are relying on the Holy Spirits wisdom and discerning revelation versus human interpretation. Within biblical parameters, spiritual mapping can strengthen the churchs prayer and enable engaging in spiritual battles with greater wisdom and effectiveness for reaching people with the gospel. Question AnswerSpiritual mapping is a relatively new
technique to try to identify where demons are at work and then attack them. Spiritual mapping assumes the existence of territorial spirits, the concept of certain demons ruling over certain geographical areas. Once a territorial spirit has been identified, its territory is mapped out, and then the spirit is engaged in battle. For example, some Christians
attempt to do battle with the spirit of greed that rules over a casino-rich city or the spirit of lust that holds power over a citys red-light district.Some promoters of spiritual mapping identify three levels of warfare: ground-level warfare, which involves casting demons out of individuals; occult-level warfare, which tackles more organized spiritual
wickedness; and strategic-level warfare, which directly battles the territorial spirits over a broader geographical area. Territorial spirits are thought to answer directly to Satan and are responsible for coordinating all demonic activities within their purview. Sometimes, these high-level territorial spirits are called the strongman of an area, and the goal
of spiritual mappers is to bind the strong man.The Bible does not teach anything about spiritual mapping. Anyone who teaches the necessity of spiritual mapping is doing so without biblical warrant. The Bible never instructs Christians to seek out demons to engage them in battle, and it never categorizes demons as spirits of lust or of greed, etc. The
idea of binding the strong man comes from a misapplication of Jesus parable in Mark 3:27 (according to the parable, Jesus is the One who does the binding, not us). Spiritual mapping is usually practiced among those who are involved in apostolic ministry and who claim that apostolic gifts and roles are being restored to the church today. Scripture is
clear, however, that the apostles role was to lay the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:1920), and foundations only need to be laid once. There are no apostles today. Spiritual mapping is also associated with dominion theology or Christian reconstructionism, which seeks to usher in the fullness of Gods kingdom worldwide.Christians are told to
resist the devil and he will flee (James 4:7) and to stand firm against the schemes of the devil by using the armor of God (Ephesians 6:1018). Our weapons of warfare are the Word of God and prayer (Ephesians 6:1718). The battle belongs to the Lord (Proverbs 21:31), and He has already defeated Satan and the evil rulers of this world (John 12:31). The
Body of Christ is secure, and we need not fear demons. Neither do we need to name them, talk to them, or map them. Return to:Questions about False DoctrineWhat is spiritual mapping?Welcome to a fascinating exploration of spiritual mapping, a transformative practice that guides you through the spiritual influences embedded within various
environments. This guide provides an in-depth look at how to perform spiritual mapping, aimed at fostering deeper self-awareness and enhancing communal spiritual well-being. Let's delve into the intricacies of this practice, its tools, and its profound benefits.What is Spiritual Mapping?Spiritual mapping is an innovative process used to analyze and
record the spiritual dynamics present within a geographical area. This concept finds its roots in various spiritual traditions and has been adopted by diverse faith communities around the world. It serves as a crucial method for discerning the spiritual atmosphere of places, which can influence individual and communal experiences profoundly.Key
Origins and DefinitionsHistorical Roots: Originating from indigenous and ancient spiritual practices, spiritual mapping has evolved to incorporate elements from Christian mysticism and interfaith exploration.Modern Usage: Today, it is used by spiritual leaders, community organizers, and individuals to understand and influence spiritual realms.This
analysis helps in creating a nurturing environment that supports spiritual growth and counters negative spiritual influences.Key Reasons for Spiritual MappingIncorporating spiritual mapping into community practices or personal growth strategies can offer insightful revelations and tangible benefits. Here are some key reasons why individuals and
communities engage in this unique practice:Enhanced Spiritual Insight: It deepens ones understanding of the unseen spiritual influences at play, offering a richer, more holistic view of one's environment.Focal Point for Prayer and Reflection: Identifying specific spiritual climates can guide targeted prayer and meditation efforts.Community Resilience:
By understanding the spiritual dynamics, communities can develop strategies to enhance their spiritual resilience against adverse influences.Interfaith Understanding: It promotes dialogue and understanding among different faith groups, fostering a more inclusive community ethos.Each motive intertwines to not just uncover, but actively improve the
spiritual health of areas and their inhabitants. To embark on spiritual mapping effectively, one must be equipped with the right tools and resources. Heres a comprehensive list of what youll need: Geographical Maps: For plotting physical and spiritual landmarks.Local Histories: Insights into the historical spiritual influences and events.Spiritual Texts:
Sacred writings that provide context and depth to your findings.Resources:Books like "The Power of Place: A Geography of Spirit" by Gerald May.Digital applications for organizing and visualizing spiritual data.Workshops or consulting sessions with spiritual mapping experts.These tools and resources form the backbone of a successful spiritual
mapping endeavor, helping you to navigate the spiritual terrains accurately and respectfully.Pre-Mapping PreparationsBefore you begin your spiritual mapping exercise, its vital to prepare adequately to ensure that your efforts are respectful, accurate, and truly insightful. Here are some initial steps to take:Meditation and Intention Setting: Clear your
mind and define what you aim to discover or achieve through the mapping process.Ethical Considerations: Understand and respect the local cultural and spiritual beliefs to avoid any invasive or disrespectful practices.Preliminary Research: Gather data about the areas history, current spiritual practices, and notable spiritual leaders or events.Proper
preparation sets a solid foundation for a successful and enlightening spiritual mapping experience.Conducting a Spiritual Mapping ExerciseEmbarking on the actual mapping process involves a series of well-defined steps. Follow this guide to conduct a thorough and respectful spiritual mapping exercise:Data Collection: Start by gathering information
through surveys, historical research, and interviews.On-site Observations: Visit specific sites to observe spiritual practices and symbols.Community Engagement: Interact with local inhabitants to gather anecdotal evidence and personal experiences related to the spiritual climate.This structured approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of the
spiritual dynamics at play.Interpreting Spiritual DataAfter collecting data through your spiritual mapping exercise, the next step is to analyze and interpret these findings. Here are some strategies to effectively discern the spiritual insights your map reveals:Pattern Recognition: Look for recurring symbols, themes, or practices across different parts of
the map.Contextual Knowledge: Incorporate knowledge of local history and culture to understand the deeper meanings behind your findings.Sensitivity and Open-mindedness: Remain non-judgmental and open to various interpretations and perspectives regarding the spiritual data.By analyzing the data thoughtfully, you can uncover meaningful
insights that reflect the complex spiritual landscape of the mapped area, leading to greater spiritual awareness and community coherence.Diverse Approaches to Spiritual MappingExploring the various approaches to spiritual mapping helps to appreciate how different traditions shape this profound practice. Each cultural or religious framework offers
a unique perspective, enriching the understanding of spiritual landscapes.Cultural and Religious VariationsIndigenous Traditions: Often emphasize the significance of physical places and their interconnectedness with spiritual life.Eastern Practices: May focus on the flow of spiritual energy, such as Qi in Taoism or Prana in Hinduism, within an
environment.Western Religions: Typically engage with spiritual mapping through scriptural studies and the identification of sacred spaces.Adaptation Across CommunitiesAdapting spiritual mapping to fit various community needs can involve adjusting techniques to respect local cultures or incorporating modern technology to better analyze and
record spiritual phenomena. This flexibility allows spiritual mapping to remain both relevant and respectful across different societal contexts.Learning from Case StudiesReal-life case studies illuminate the practical application and impactful outcomes of spiritual mapping. By examining these examples, practitioners can glean insights into effective
strategies and common pitfalls.Examples of Transformative InfluenceA South American town used spiritual mapping to foster communal harmony by identifying and addressing areas of spiritual discord.In an Asian city, spiritual mapping helped to rediscover forgotten sacred sites, revitalizing local spiritual practices.By learning from these instances,
aspiring mappers can better anticipate the effects of their work on community and personal life.Best Practices for Effective Spiritual MappingTo ensure that spiritual mapping exercises are conducted respectfully and effectively, it's important to adhere to established best practices. Heres what to keep in mind:Guidelines for Respectful
Practicelnclusivity: Involve community members from diverse backgrounds, ensuring everyone's spiritual perspectives are respected.Transparency: Clearly communicate the purpose and methods of the mapping to all participants and stakeholders.Checklist for a Meaningful MappingPurpose and Value: Align the mapping exercise with clear, value-
driven objectives.Accuracy and Readability: Verify information and present it in a way that is easy for others to understand.These best practices foster a respectful, inclusive, and insightful mapping process that supports the well-being of the community.FAQs on Spiritual MappingAddressing frequently asked questions can help clarify common
uncertainties about spiritual mapping, providing additional perspectives and deepening understanding.Common Questions AnsweredWhat are the typical challenges faced in spiritual mapping?Challenges can include cultural sensitivities, interpreting subjective experiences, and integrating diverse spiritual viewpoints.How long does a typical spiritual
mapping exercise take?The duration can vary widely, from a few days to several months, depending on the scope and depth of the project.This section aims to empower readers with knowledge and confidence to engage in spiritual mapping effectively.ConclusionSpiritual mapping is not just a methodological exercise; its a journey into the heart of
community and spirituality. Armed with the knowledge from this guide, youre now better equipped to undertake your own spiritual mapping ventures. Whether for personal enlightenment or to contribute to communal spiritual resilience, the insights gained through this practice are invaluable.Encouragement to Act: Consider starting small, with a
personal spiritual map of your living space or community, and witness the profound insights that emerge. Engage with others who share your interest and broaden the collective spiritual understanding.Guidelines Checklist for Spiritual Mapping PractitionersTo conclude, heres a checklist ensuring that your spiritual mapping endeavors uphold the
highest standards of integrity and usefulness:Purpose and Value: Ensure each mapping exercise has a clear and beneficial goal.Accuracy: Fact-check all collected data and portray the spiritual landscape faithfully.Readability and Engagement: Create maps and reports that are easy to interpret and engaging for a wider audience.User Experience:
Make the mapping process as inclusive and participative as possible.Expertise: Consult with or include experts in your mapping projects to enhance their depth.Ethical Considerations: Always respect the cultural and spiritual sensitivities of the areas and people involved.With these guidelines in mind, you are well on your way to conducting thoughtful
and effective spiritual mapping that can significantly enrich your spiritual and communal engagements. With over a decade of experience, shes your go-to expert for all things sleep and dreams. Her easy-to-follow advice is grounded in science, yet rich with the wisdom of myths. Whether youre decoding dreams or chasing better sleep, Gaias insights
help you night after night. Christian beliefSpiritual mapping refers to the belief among some Christians that specific demons, known as territorial spirits, are associated with specific locations and can be conquered through strategic spiritual warfare by plotting out geographical areas and their perceived problems in order to pray on-site. Spiritual
mapping is part of the first of three steps in spiritual warfare, defined by sociologists Brad Christerson and Richard Flory as research, prophecy, and intercession.[1] Religious studies scholar Sean McCloud has referred to spiritual mapping as a "Third Wave [Charismatic] version of geomancy that discerns where and why demons control spaces and
places, ranging from houses and neighborhoods to entire countries."[2]Spiritual mapping is linked to the biblical story in the book of Daniel, chapter 10; an angel tells the prophet Daniel that he battled the "prince of the kingdom of Persia".[3][4]The spiritual mapping movement began in 1989, while the term spiritual mapping was coined by
missiologist George Otis in his 1991 book Last of the Giants. Community or city transformation and transformational Christianity are also used in relation to spiritual mapping goals as adherents believe they can effect large-scale social change through spiritual warfare. Otis and influential New Apostolic Reformation (NAR) and spiritual warfare leader
C. Peter Wagner helped define and spread the concept.[5][6][7][8][1] Other early figures who were influential in the movement taking form include anthropologist Charles H. Kraft, whose work focused on missions, church growth, and spiritual warfare;[9] NAR prophet and founder of the Generals of Intercession Cindy Jacobs; and NAR evangelist Ed
Silvoso.[10] Wagner's parachurch mission organization Global Harvest Ministries was one of the major promoters of the movement; other organizations were involved, such as Sentinel Group, who produced the video series Transformations, and many networks of individuals.[11] Wagner claimed that this type of spiritual warfare was "virtually
unknown to the majority of Christians before the 1990s".[12]Spiritual mapping is part of the broader spiritual warfare concept, particularly common in neo-Charismatic Christian circles such as Independent Network Charismatic Christianity. Spiritual mapping occurs on both the local and regional level with super-demons known as territorial spirits
seen as laying claim to whole swathes of the globe. Wagner claimed that a particularly powerful entity known as the Queen of Heaven, for example, controlled the equatorial regions.[13]Spiritual mapping involves research and prayer, either to locate specific individuals who are then accused of witchcraft, or to locate individuals, groups, or locations
that are thought to be victims of witchcraft or possessed by demons, against which spiritual warfare is then waged through prayer.[14] Practitioners note areas on maps with relevant history, spiritual and otherwise, and connect them with lines. "These lines are seen as demonic corridors of powerdemons travel back and forth along the transit routes.
The connecting lines are seen as a 'demonic stronghold.'"[1] Ley lines, straight lines between buildings or landscape features, are seen as being useful in detecting such demonic strongholds.[15] Prophets then use this information to determine the territorial spirits' names and more specific information about the type of spiritual attacks they believe
are occurring in an area.[1][16] Named demons include Jezebel, Baal, and Leviathan.[17]This process involves researching a city's history and, through prayer, waiting for spiritually intuitive impressions or visions that 'reveal' a city's spiritual condition. So in Call, Colombia, for example, one of the discerned spirits might be drug addiction; in
Portland, Oregon, individualism; and in Jeremie, Haiti, it might be voodoo. These broad characterizations are seen as parallels to biblical characterizations of cities such as Sodom and Gomorrah that had reputations for immorality.[18]It aims at answering the following three questions, according to Otis:[19]What is wrong with my community?Where
did the problem come from?What can be done to change things?Spiritual mapping traces its roots to the Church Growth movement and Christian missions work. Adherents of spiritual mapping believe that these demons are the reason for lack of success in Christian missions work and that they can use prayer and other religious practices to
counteract and drive out these demons. This, in turn, will accelerate the Second Coming of Christ.[20][13] The Christian missiological concept of the 10/40 window, a region between 10 and 40 degrees north of the equator, found to have high rates of poverty and little access to and conversion to Christianity, is thus part of spiritual mapping. It is seen
as one of the last areas to receive the Christian message, therefore requiring much effort to defeat the "last and 'very powerful' undefeated demons" controlling it.[21] The 40/70 window likewise has been seen as an important missions target, with multiple coordinated efforts to spiritually affect the area in the early 2000s.[11] Also underlying the
belief in spiritual mapping is the idea that "demonic powers have deceived millions of people by supernaturally animating human systems", as Otis claimed in his 1991 book Last of the Giants. Cities are seen as having their own collective identity which must be addressed through collective Christian prayer and rituals.[22][23]One scholar describes
the influences on spiritual mapping as a belief:As a concept and a movement Spiritual Mapping behaved like a symbiont. It did not develop a school or movement of its own but rode waves like the American Dream and Manifest Destiny, their popular spirituality, Neo-Evangelicalism, the Church Growth movement, elements of the Charismatic Renewal
and later dominion teaching. It rode the waves of institutes like Fuller's School of World Mission, the AD2000 movement and its 10/40 Window and during its later transformation the wave of the [New Apostolic Reformation].[24]Spiritual mapping, according to Charles H. Kraft, is based upon a similar worldview to that of animism; both posit that an
invisible spirit world is active and that it can be interacted with or controlled, with the Christian belief that such power to control the spirit world comes from God rather than being inherent to objects or places. "The animist believes that rituals and objects contain spiritual power, whereas a Christian believes that rituals and objects may convey
power. Animists seek to manipulate power, whereas Christians seek to submit to God and to learn to work with his power."[25]Wagner was a key figure in the concept's growth. According to The Christian Science Monitor, Wagner "[was] in the vanguard of the spiritual warfare movement."[26] Wagner's basic methodology is to use spiritual
mapping[14] to locate areas,[27] demon-possessed persons, occult practitioners such as witches and Freemasons, or things they deem occult idol objects like statues of Catholic saints, which are then named and fought, using methods ranging from intensive prayer to burning with fire. "[TThey must burn the idols the kinds of material things that might
be bringing honor to the spirits of darkness: pictures, statues, Catholic saints, Books of Mormon, pictures of former loversnative art, foreign souvenirs... [T]The witches and warlocks had surrounded the area When the flames shot up, a woman right behind Doris [Wagner's wife] screamed and manifested a demon, which Doris immediately cast out!"[28]
Wagner's conceptions about spiritual mapping were opposed by his collaborator Vineyard movement founder John Wimber, with whom he had developed many of his earlier spiritual warfare concepts.[13]Spiritual mapping developed through loose Christian networks and can be traced back to the evangelical revival in Argentina beginning in the mid-
1970s. Argentinian Baptist pastor Eduardo Lorenzo was one such pastor who sought increased church membership. Youth With a Mission's John Dawson, NAR evangelist Ed Silvoso, and evangelist Carlos Annacondia soon began to engage in missions work in the country. Annacondia's focus on exorcism and Dawson's writing regarding demonically
controlled areas gained influence. In 1984, Lorenzo was faced with an unexpected challenge when he met a local woman he believed to be demon-possessed. Members of the church then traveled to the United States to study spiritual warfare techniques and speakers were invited to their church. With this newly gained knowledge, Lorenzo's
congregation began to undertake spiritual combat against the demons they believed were present in the area. His church would continue to grow through the late 1980s, which he claimed was due to the use of spiritual warfare methods. Also in 1984, Silvoso and a number of pastors prayed to defeat a demon they believed was controlling a region of
Argentina lacking Evangelical churches. He determined that it was due to a local warlock; the group "took back" the area for God through spiritual warfare. The following year, "church growth guru"[29] C. Peter Wagner visited the country and learned about the nascent spiritual mapping as well as spiritual warfare techniques to overcome territorial
spirits. The trip made a significant impact on him. Wagner's and Silvoso's promotion of the revival gained the attention of American evangelicals.[30]The spiritual mapping movement was officially formed in 1989, though the name would not come until Otis coined it two years later. The Second International Congress on World Evangelization was held
that year. Multiple speakers gave talks on territorial spirits, bringing the concept to a wider audience. The AD2000 and Beyond network grew from these talks and focused on bringing the gospel to the whole world by the end of the century; spiritual battle was a primary focus. Also beginning in 1989 was Plan Resistencia, a project focusing on city-
wide evangelism and societal transformation in Resistencia, Argentina. Holvast states that it "brought together into one system notions such as spiritual warfare, evangelism, territorial spirits, breaking and binding of spirits, identificational repentance, Spiritual Mapping, prayer marches and newly developed strategic-level spiritual warfare terms" as
well as serving as a testing ground for these new concepts. The project involved social aid, grassroots prayer groups, mapping of the city's spiritual history (including the names of its historical local deities), and "blanketing" the city with prayer. The goal was "confrontation of the powers in prayer in the very strongholds from which they held sway
over their territories. The strongholds were their symbols, like statues, monuments, buildings and ley lines". Silvoso was a key developer of the project. Cindy Jacobs, founder of the Generals of Intercession, held spiritual mapping seminars as part of Plan Resistencia. In the end, Plan Resistencia did not lead to greater rates of church growth than in
other cities. The spiritual mapping movement then faded in Argentina, but continued to grow particularly in the United States before decreasing as a separate movement there, partially due to being incorporated into certain neo-Charismatic circles.[31][11]As the concept began to grow, cases of Christians spiritually mapping their communities or
communities abroad were covered in the media.Kenyan pastor Thomas Muthee undertook spiritual mapping and strategic spiritual warfare in the late 1980s. After a crusade in a Nairobi suburb which led to the founding of a church there, they drove out a local diviner known as Mama Jane, in whom they identified the "spirit of witchcraft" they
believed had power over the area.[32][33]In the early 1990s, spiritual mapping began to spread, including in influential New Apostolic Reformation prophet Cindy Jacobs' Charismatic circles in the DallasFort Worth area, one of the first regions where the concepts took hold before spreading more widely in Evangelicalism.[34]In 1994, Christianity
Today mentioned spiritual mapping among a growing Christian prayer movement, also covered in other media in the lead-up to the second millennium.[35] The process of spiritual mapping was described as follows:This process involves researching a city's history and, through prayer, waiting for spiritually intuitive impressions or visions that 'reveal’
a city's spiritual condition. So in Cali, Colombia, for example, one of the discerned spirits might be drug addiction; in Portland, Oregon, individualism; and in Jeremie, Haiti, it might be voodoo. These broad characterizations are seen as parallels to biblical characterizations of cities such as Sodom and Gomorrah that had reputations for immorality.
[18]George Otis, coiner of the term spiritual mapping, had visited dozens of countries by the early 1990s in an effort to gather on-the-ground information about evil activity around the world in the spiritual realm. In a 1993 article on Otis, the Calgary Herald described his research: "Why is it that, historically, some regions of the world are more prone
to evil activity?...For instance...Why is Haiti the eyesore of the western hemisphere? Why has Mesopotamia produced a succession of tyrannical rulers? Why is there such a high incidence of demonic worship and manifestation in the Himalayas?" He collected maps, photos, and over 40,000 pages of interviews to plot out areas prone to demonic
activity.[22] Also mentioned in the article on Otis was a group of Christians in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, who spiritually mapped their city for evangelistic purposes.[22]In 1997, the International Consultation on Spiritual Mapping conference was first held, with 450 people from 31 countries attending.[36]Ted Haggard's New Life Church, who worked



closely with Wagner, engaged in then-new spiritual mapping, spiritual warfare, prayer walking, and anointing in villages in Mali as well as their hometown of Colorado Springs, Colorado. Dutch missionary Ren Holvast and American radio journalist Alix Spiegel, observing this in Mali and Colorado, respectively, found themselves discovering what
Holvast termed a "new paradigm" in Christian missions. Holvast would later go on to write his dissertation on the topic and Spiegel covered it in a radio episode. The church opened its World Prayer Center in 1998, which included an office devoted to spiritual mapping and a "spiritual 'war room'"; Haggard considered the center a "spiritual NORAD"
that is, a spiritual equivalent to the North American Aerospace Defense Command. The locations were "for roughly a decade, the epicenter of an ongoing, radical redefinition of Christianity."[37][38][39] In December 2002, the church closed its spiritual mapping repository.[11]In his 2008 book Spiritual Mapping the United States and Argentina,
19892005: A Geography of Fear, Holvast states that the movement has declined for several reasons. Its use has shifted away from mainstream evangelicalism and Pentecostalism and its tenets have been absorbed by segments of the neo-Charismatic world, such as the ApostolicProphetic movement. There is now less necessity for devoted spiritual
mapping organizations; the novelty of spiritual mapping has also decreased. Additionally, some practitioners believe the public focus on spiritual warfare and the demonic in order to evangelize is seen as off-putting by non-Christians.[11]Geographic information system (GIS) software and GPS are used in the movement to compile, analyze, query, and
visualize geographic data.[40]Overlapping with NAR prophet Cindy Jacobs' circles was a local school superintendent who promoted school prayer, to combat societal ills, at the same religious conferences. Scholar Benjamin Young has described the spiritual mapping movement as "[tilling] fertile soil for [See You at the Pole]", a Christian prayer event
in which students gather at their school flagpoles to pray.[34]Mapping controversiesCognitive mappingClassification of demonsDemonologyExorcismPrayer warriorSpirit world (Spiritualism)Dutch SheetsRick Joyner”™ a b ¢ d Christerson, Brad; Flory, Richard (April 27, 2017). "The Product: Supernatural Power and Social Transformation". The Rise of
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attempt to see our region as it really is and not as it appears to be. It is the discipline of diagnosing the obstacles to revival in a given community through fervent prayer and diligent research. (George Otis Jr.) Cindy Jacobs says that spiritual mapping is the researching of a city to discern any inroads Satan has made which prevent the spread of the
gospel and its evangelization for Christ. Victor Lorenzo says that spiritual mapping combines research, divine revelation, and confirmatory evidence in order to provide complete and exact data concerning the identity, strategies, and methods employed by spiritual forces of darkness to influence the people and the churches in a given region. Harold
Caballeros says that what an X-ray is to a physician, spiritual mapping is to intercessors. Modern spiritual mapping involves following Holy Spirit who reveals the roots of darkness which are holding back Gods kingdom of light. We learned in 1998 during the Spiritual Warfare Movement that it no longer is necessary to do painstaking research like in a
library or on the internet to search the history of an area, church, business or family (although it can involve that for verification) but that we must rely most heavily on Holy Spirit to direct us since there is much that is not readily available and the Lord knows all. In this we learned that we must go deeper than we have in the past. When Holy Spirit
reveals what we need to repent for, declare, bind and loose, which prophetic acts need to take place, what light to bring in, what redemptive gifts need to be strengthened in the spirit, etc., and we follow through, then the Church grows, people are eager to be saved, healed, delivered, grow and hear from God, and they come willingly and easily.
Spiritual mapping can involve transformation of the family, a church, a city, a business, or a region. And it always involves prophetic or transformational intercession. (Melissa Nordell) Spiritual mapping has been proven and very successful to bring revival/transformation. It is an effective means to bring city change and people to a saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ. Those who are skilled in it can attest to its importance and effectiveness. Done correctly and biblically, it always bears fruit. Promoters of spiritual mapping identify three levels of warfare: Ground-level warfare, which involves casting demons out of individuals, repentance, prophetic acts, etc. Occult-level warfare, which tackles more
organized spiritual wickedness and witchcraft (the most dangerous aspect) Strategic-level warfare, which directly battles the territorial spirits (rulers of darkness and principalities), larger demons, and demonic structures. Territorial spirits are thought to answer directly to satan and are responsible for coordinating all demonic activities within their
sphere of influence. Scriptures identify the fact that we are to do transformational warfare: Eph 6:11-12 Put on the full armor of God,so that you can take your stand against the devils schemes.For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,but against the rulers, against the authorities,against the powersof this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. We are called to war against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, etc. Gen 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth. We are called to subdue the dark powers and take dominion over evil for Gods kingdom. Isa 58: read the whole chapter. We are repairers of the breach. 2 Chron 7:13-15 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain,or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. We can intercede to undefile the land and reverse curses. God is waiting and wanting us to do this. We
can change our cities and nations through intercession. What defiles the land? There are many scriptures which identify what defiles the land and the people on that land. In transformational intercession, we repent, rectify and cleanse past sins in order to bring healing. To undefile, we must stand in the gap, renounce and repent for the first cause of
the sin defilement. God knows where and when this sin started, so just say back to the first cause or some say back to Noah. After renouncing and repenting, then plead the Blood of Jesus on that land and break the curses. Here are just a few scriptures regarding what defiles the land: Lev 18:27 All these detestable activities are practiced by the
people of the land where I am taking you, and this is how the land has become defiled. Read the whole chapter to see what defiles the land and people. Ezek 36:18 So I poured out my wrath on them because they had shed blood in the land and because they had defiled it with their idols. Num 35:33-34: This will ensure that the land where you live will
not be polluted, for murder pollutes the land. And no sacrifice except the execution of the murderer can purify the land from murder. You must not defile the land where you live, for I live there myself. I am theLord, who lives among the people of Israel. Now, since Jesus purchased for us this ability to do warfare through His death, burial, and
resurrection, we can purify the land through standing in the gap, even if we were not involved. Lev 19:33-34: Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among you in your land.Treat them like native-born Israelites, and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were once foreigners living in the land of Egypt. I am theLordyour God. This
involves the mistreatment of foreigners who abide with you abuse of foreigners defiles the land. For full information on what defiles the land indicated in scriptures see: (copyright 2019 SPCM Melissa Nordell)
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