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Google took the wraps off of Android TV today, an embedded platform that will come preinstalled on HDTVs and other devices that brings Android to the big screen, and allows you to control your big screen with your Android phone or tablet.On stage, Google reps showed off Android TV's voice search capabilities, and its sync with Android phones. You'll be
able to control your TV from your smartphone or Android-based smart watch, tap to search by voice, swipe and navigate search results tailored to your television, and play TV shows and movies you either have access to or download from Google Play. We saw few notable apps available for Android TV during the keynote, including Google Play, Netflix, Plex,
iHeartRadio, TuneIn Radio, and so on. Android TV also supports casting audio and video from your Android phone or tablet, so you or a friend can send movies and music directly to the big screen, similar to how you use a Google Chromecast. Single and multiplayer Android-based games from Google Play will also work on the big screen, as long as
everyone has an Android device you can cast to the big screen. Among its many other announcements, Google showed off some upcoming improvements to the Chromecast…Read moreThe Google Play store for TVs will arrive this fall. 2015 HD TVs from Sony, Sharp, and TPVision will be powered by Android TV, and set-top boxes running Android TV will
start hitting store shelves this fall. We’ve known for a while now that Google is poised to drop a new streaming dongle that will help it better compete against Roku and Amazon. However, now we have news (via Protocol) that Google might be reformatting and even rebranding Android TV in tandem.On paper, Android TV is awesome: a fully-featured mobile
operating system existing in your TV with access to thousands of applications via the Google Play Store. Unfortunately, a combination of poor adoption by television manufacturers as well as consumers caring more about content than apps has made ATV stagnant.According to industry insiders speaking with Protocol, Google might be giving ATV a new feel
and look for its upcoming self-made streaming device. The reformatting will give users easier access to content and downplay the idea of apps. This could make Android TV (if it even keeps that name, as we’ve heard it might not) even messier than it already is.Why is Android TV lagging behind the competition?One would assume that Android TV would be
everywhere since it’s backed by one of the world’s most successful companies. However, only a certain number of television manufacturers work with Google on releasing ATV-powered products and there’s no first-party streaming product for the operating system.According to Protocol’s sources, Google wants to fix the latter of those hurdles with its own
streaming stick. We only have rumors so far, but we expect the device to look like a Chromecast but come with a remote. It might be branded as a Nest device and Android TV might be swapped to Google TV, but either way, Google will finally offer a product itself that will directly compete with the Rokus and Apple TVs of the industry.Related: The best
Android TV boxes you can buyUnfortunately, this will also mean Google will be competing with the very manufacturers it’s tried to woo to ATV over the years. Those manufacturers that did sign on haven’t been able to use competitor products that are also based on Android, which means (predominantly) not using Amazon Fire TV.Essentially, Google’s asked
these OEMs to sacrifice sales by sticking only with Android TV, and is now turning around and going up against them in the market. How many of those OEMs do you think will continue to use Android after that?Ultimately, Google is probably too lateLet’s assume, for now, that Google does release a Nest-branded device that features a rebranding of Android
TV called Google TV. This will make it much easier for consumers to understand what they are buying, but what consumers are even left that aren’t already devoted to Roku, Amazon, or Apple?What will most likely happen here is Google will reformat Android TV, jump into an already-established market too late in the game, flounder, and then end up with an
even bigger mess than it already has with ATV on its own. Classic Google.Related: The best media streaming devices you can buyMeanwhile, the OEMs with which Google used to work will abandon ATV and jump to Roku or Amazon, further diminishing the operating system’s market share.And to think, this could have all been avoided if Google made the
original Chromecast more like a Roku when it first launched with a physical remote and powered by Android TV. Sigh. Is Google bringing Android and Chrome OS together? In a word – yes, but maybe not in the way you think.The speculation about Google merging Chrome OS and Android has been a constant over the last few years. Why does Google have
two separate systems when everyone else is merging? Why doesn’t Chrome just get folded into Android? Google has to kill one of them off. It’s odd that the tech world insists on Highlander rules – there can be only one. But the truth is that Google can bring them closer and closer together, and create a seamless experience for us, and it doesn’t need one to
assimilate the other in order to do that. [related_videos align=”center” type=”custom” videos=”598724,565121,594543,335116″]Chrome OS is here to stayPeople have strong opinions about Chrome OS, though a lot of them have never actually tried working on a Chromebook. Ever since it was first announced, back in 2009, commentators started queuing up
to proclaim it dead on arrival. There have been plenty of assertions about its failure since then. They all suppose that Chrome OS is designed to replace Windows, but it doesn’t have to beat Windows across the market.Regardless of whether it has met expectations, Google is committed to Chrome OSAccording to NPD data, via Betanews, Chromebooks
accounted for 14 percent of laptop sales in the U.S. last year, up from 8 percent in 2013, and that figure is still rising. When you consider how cheap Chromebooks are compared to the competition, and how well-suited they are to education, it’s inevitable that Chrome will continue to grow. It only looks like a failure because people use the dominant OS as a
yardstick. You can argue about its relative merits (low prices, speed, no updates) and weaknesses (offline, heavy lifting, photo editing), but it is a very good fit for a specific audience and it is still improving.Regardless of whether it has met expectations, Google is committed to it, as evidenced by the recent Chromebit unveiling alongside four budget-friendly
Chromebooks, and not long after the new Chromebook Pixel.If Chrome OS isn’t going anywhere, then is it on a collision-course with Android? Shortly after the Chrome OS announcement, back in 2009, Sergey Brin said, “Android and Chrome will likely converge over time,” but what did he mean by that?Android and Chrome converging Chrome OS is looking
more and more “Android-like” with each update.Talking about the recent Chrome releases to Forbes,Google’s VP of product management for Chromebook, Caesar Sengupta, said something very telling:“From a user’s perspective, it doesn’t matter what code is running underneath, Android and Chrome originated in different places. We’ve tried to bring the
teams together.”What we’re actually seeing is an increasingly common aesthetic for the interface, and even more so with the current beta version of Chrome OS. We’re getting Google Now cards whatever device we’re on. Google is making it as easy as possible to get Android apps running in Chrome and Chrome OS apps running on Android. There’s even
a new tool that makes it easier for developers to test out their Android apps on Chrome OS devices. The fact Google has folded Chrome tabs into your multitasking menu on Android is worth noting here, too.There’s even added value for people who use both devices, through handy features like easy unlock, which will unlock your Chromebook when your
Android phone is within range. We’re also going to see Android notifications on Chromebooks, so you get phone and text pop-ups or warnings that your phone needs charged on your desktop.However, none of this means that Android will replace Chrome OS or vice versa.Why would it be Android anyway?A lot of people assume that, if it was to merge, then
Chrome OS would disappear into Android. This is mostly because Android is so successful. It’s already on the majority of mobile devices, what does Chrome OS offer that Android doesn’t? Actually, given Google’s focus on the Internet, Chrome OS would be preferable. It may not have the same level of apps (yet), but it also doesn’t suffer from fragmentation.
It’s simple, it’s very fast, it’s secure, and Google is firmly in control.But the truth is that Google doesn’t have to choose. If the future for a lot of apps is browser-based, and it looks like it is, then all that really matters is support for the browser. Maybe Chrome OS eventually wins out, when web apps are good enough, maybe web apps never get good enough
and it fades quietly away. Developers will probably determine what happens there.What looks increasingly likely is that the Chrome browser will be the heart of Google’s offerings. It’s the glue that ties your Google services together and enables you to share across devices. The more Google can put in the browser, the less the underlying platform
matters.What is Google really up to?Where is the burning need to officially merge Chrome OS and Android? There simply isn’t one.Ultimately, Google is doing the same thing it always does – it wants as many people as possible to use its services online. It’s not trying to make money by selling you hardware or software, at least not primarily. They are a
means to an end, which is why Google wants to hit the budget end of the market so hard. It wants to make sure newcomers are using Google services.It also doesn’t want to “win” a platform war. It already makes its services available on competing platforms. Android and Chrome OS are about reaching new customers first and having the control to offer a
better experience second, but as long as you’re using Google services, it doesn’t really care what devices you’re using.It makes sense to offer a unified experience where you can share your online world across devices as seamlessly as possible. It makes sense to have a single sign-in and account that goes across all your different devices, and even
platforms, tied together by the Chrome browser. If Google can present that seamless experience, regardless of the device you’re on, then it’s done its job. Who cares what code runs beneath, as long as it works?Where is the burning need to officially merge Chrome OS and Android? There simply isn’t one. google chrome android tv apkmirror
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