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How do you get a pe

So, you want to become a PE? Well, you’'re in the right place! As a licensed Professional Engineer, I can explain the whole process in detail and what to expect along the way. The road is long and sometimes difficult but it’s also enjoyable and definitely worth it.There are 5 steps to becoming a PE (Professional Engineer):Get an engineering degree from
an ABET-Accredited universityWork at least 4 years under a licensed Professional EngineerPass the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) ExamPass the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) ExamApply for a license with your state’s licensing board There may be some exceptions to these depending on which state you're in. Some are non-
negotiable, though, like the PE Exam. Let’s get right into the details to learn more, starting with the engineering degree!This requirement is simple but takes a while to complete. If you’'re in college right now and plan on getting your PE license later, just make sure that your university is ABET-accredited. But what does that mean?ABET stands for
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology. According to the ABET website, “ABET accreditation provides assurance that a college or university program meets the quality standards of the profession for which that program prepares graduates.” In simple terms, ABET certifies that a program at a university is what a person needs to be
competent in their field once they graduate and start working in it.The easiest way to make sure that your university, or the one you’'re considering, is ABET-accredited, is to just Google it. I'd search for “is the [school name] [major] degree ABET-accredited?” Usually, it will be the first link and you’ll be able to find out pretty quickly whether or not
your school is accredited. Alternatively, you can go to ABET’s website and search for a program that’s accredited.Once you determine that your school is accredited it’s just a matter of picking an engineering degree and finishing it! That may be easier said than done, it took me 5 years to get my Civil Engineering degree. But it was worth it!Also note
that some states may allow you to bypass this requirement under certain circumstances. For instance, in Utah, where I got my degree, the application includes these other possibilities for completing the education requirement:Complete an engineering education program in a foreign country Have been licensed as an engineer and practiced as a
principal for 5 of the last 7 years in another stateYour state may have similar rules, but you’ll have to check to be certain. If you do have a foreign degree you will likely need to have it verified at some point in the process of applying for your license.The next step after you finish your degree is to get a job doing engineering work in which you’re
working under a licensed Professional Engineer. You will need four years of experience and it needs to meet some requirements to count. The most important one is that your experience doesn’t count until after you’'ve graduated.Here are just some of the additional rules about the engineering experience that I had to get here in Utah before I could
get my license:This is similar to what most states require and some are pickier than others. Don’t let this intimidate you, though! For one, a lot of this stuff is common sense, like the rule that your work can’t be in “violation of applicable statutes or rules.”Plus, in my experience, there never was anybody looking down on me with a pen and clipboard
making sure that my work met all of these requirements. Or someone asking me about each of these things as I applied for my license. Instead, all engineering firms that have PE’s will know about these requirements and help you fulfill them to get your license. Think about it, it’s in their best interest to help you get licensed, so they’re going to help
you get the right experience to make it happen. It’s like having a mentor to guide you through the process. All you have to do is get the job!And honestly, the experience part was a lot simpler than the degree. After graduating I knew about engineering and work was just furthering that knowledge. Whereas in school I was learning it all for the first
time. Plus it was a lot more fun than having to do homework and take tests all the time! My experience mainly consisted of evaluating existing structures, performing structural design for homes, and performing calculations for other somewhat random engineering projects like decks, seismic supports for electrical equipment, and others. I did start to
manage some projects as I got further into my years of experience. But don’t worry, your company will start you out small and help you grow!You may also be able to get less experience depending on how much school you’ve completed. You can count one year of a master’s degree in engineering toward the education requirements, for instance. That
would mean you could have only three years of experience. Or if you have a Ph.D. it’s just two years. You have to have finished that additional schooling for it to count though!As I mentioned before, your state may have other requirements and exceptions. You’ll have to check with them to be sure. But I do know for sure that all states will let you count
the four years of experience under a PE if you want to get your own license.The exams that you have to pass to become a PE are administered by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying, or NCEES for short. According to NCEES:“The Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam... is designed for recent graduates and students
who are close to finishing an undergraduate engineering degree from an EAC/ABET-accredited program. The FE exam is a computer-based exam administered year-round at NCEES-approved Pearson VUE test centers.”The FE Exam will test your knowledge of basic engineering concepts that you learned in school. It’s highly recommended that you
take it after graduating as you’ll have learned everything you need to know to pass it from your classes. The exam itself is computer-based, closed-book, and consists of 110 questions, which you have 5 hours and 20 minutes to complete. To register for the exam, you create an account with NCEES then follow the registration process. The FE Exam
costs $175 in most cases.You can register for the FE Exam in your NCEES account. After you complete the process and pay the fee, you'll be able to schedule your test with the testing center. You can take the FE Exam any day that the testing center is open but only once in each quarter (Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, July-Sept, Oct-Dec) and no more than three
times in a 12-month period.It’s best to take the FE Exam after you graduate, as I mentioned, because your chance of passing with your degree is much higher. But you can take it anytime before or after graduation in most states. Some states do require you to complete your degree before taking the FE.Passing the FE Exam isn’t too difficult. You get a
searchable PDF reference handbook to use during the exam. I spent a few hours familiarizing myself with that the night before the exam and that was about all I did to study and I passed on my first try. It took me about 7-10 days to see my FE Exam results after I took it. And once I found out I had passed I got a raise at work!This is the point at which
things are going to start feeling real. You’'re so close to getting your license and you feel proud that you've already completed your degree, four years of experience, and the FE Exam. The PE Exam, however, is one of the toughest challenges along the whole journey. But it’s not impossible and will make you a better engineer if you approach it right. I
even found ways to enjoy the PE Exam!According to NCEES, the PE exam “tests for a minimum level of competency in a particular engineering discipline. It is designed for engineers who have gained a minimum of four years’ post-college work experience in their chosen engineering discipline.”The PE Exam is a computer-based, closed book exam
that consists of 80 or 85 questions depending on your engineering discipline. It takes 8 to 8.5 hours. The registration fee is $375, but it costs a lot more if you want to pass.You will register for the PE Exam in your NCEES account. In some states, you’ll have to fill out an additional application to take it. You can check those requirements on this page of
the NCEES website. Once you register and pay the fee, you’ll be able to schedule your test at the testing center. You can take the PE Exam on any day of the year that the testing center is open, but you can only take it once each quarter (Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, Jul-Sep, Oct-Dec) and only three times in a 12-month period, same as the FE. Consider yourself
lucky you can take it anytime though, it used to be only offered twice a year when I took it!The PE is much harder than the FE Exam but if you study smart you can pass it. I studied for over 120 hours and did over 300 practice problems on my first attempt and failed. For my second attempt I invested in a course to teach me what I needed to know to
pass, put in an additional 180 hours of studying and 600 practice problems, and passed in October of 2019.Just as with the FE Exam, you get a searchable PDF reference handbook that you can use during the PE Exam. You'll need to know this well to pass and use it to study. Working practice problems is the best way to study. But if you're missing a
lot of them and don’t know why, you’ll need to do some reviewing.My second attempt at the PE Exam was extremely straightforward because I had taken a course to guide me through studying. I chose School of PE and couldn’t be happier with them. Just to give you an idea of how awesome they are, the normal pass rate for the PE Exam is 70% or
less, but for those who take School of PE it’s around 90%!After taking the PE you’ll need to wait about 7-10 business days to get your results. You’'re lucky though, it used to be much longer than that!Passing the PE Exam feels amazing. It was one of the best moments of my life when I found out I had passed. I jumped up and screamed so loud my wife
thought the house was on fire.But just because you’'ve passed doesn’t mean you are automatically a Professional Engineer. You’ll have to apply with your state board of licensing first.To find your state board and see what you need to do to apply for your PE license, head to this page and select your state. You don’t have to select your test or anything,
the board information will pop up at the bottom of the screen. You can head to their website for information on how to apply for your license. Usually, the process consists of the following components:An application, which includes personal information and questionnaires that ask about your criminal history. Here’s what one looks like.Verifiying your
education, experience, and exams.Recommendations (usually five with three having to be licensed Professional Engineers).Paying a fee.Additionally, some states will require you to get a background check or pass an ethics or similar exam before they’ll give you a license. The entire process may take a long time depending on your state. But it doesn’t
have to if you have everything ready. I got all my documents lined up and ready to go so well that I was able to get my PE license on the same day I found out I'd passed the exam! That may not be typical, but if you’'re well-prepared the process will usually go much faster than otherwise.You’ll also be able to make it go faster by having all of the right
information filled in on your NCEES account. They have what’s called an NCEES Record that lets you track your school transcripts, recommendations, experience verification, and exams. If you keep that up to date by following the instructions in your NCEES account, applying for your license is much easier!Once you submit your application you just
need to wait and hopefully very soon you’ll be rewarded with an email notifying you that you’re a brand new licensed Professional Engineer!Well, if you were wondering how to become a PE, I hope you don’t feel like you have to wonder anymore. Here are those four steps to becoming a PE one more time so you can remember them:Get an ABET-
accredited engineering degreeWork under a PE for at least 4 yearsPass the FE ExamPass the PE ExamApply for your license with your state board of licensingRecent Postslink to PPI2Pass PE Course Review (By a PE Who Actually Used It)link to Civil Engineering Academy's PE Course ReviewHi! My name is Luke and I'm a licensed Professional
Engineer with a Master's Degree in Civil Engineering. After failing the PE exam once I invested in review courses, worked hard, and passed on my second try! 1 Create an NCEES account online. To apply to take the FE exam, you will first have to create an account on the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) website.
Enter your name, date of birth, and email address, then choose a username and password. Agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Statement to finalize the registration. Visit to register. 2 Register for the FE exam. Sign into your NCEES account, then select the "register" option and follow the onscreen instructions. Click "schedule" and choose your
preferred time and venue from the options presented. Pay the $175 registration fee by credit card to complete the registration.[1] Exams are held in select Pearson Vue test centers. The program will show you the nearest test centers based on the location you entered when registering. 3 Review online FE exam preparation guides. The National
Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) endorses several educational products that can help PE license seekers accomplish their goal. These products include online exam review courses and practice exams. See the resources available by visiting the NSPE's website at . 4 Prepare to sit through the 6 hour exam. The FE exam is a computerized test
that lasts for a period of up to 6 hours. The exam, which consists of 110 multiple-choice questions, covers content that is taught in a typical accredited B.S. engineering program. Keep the length and duration of the exam in mind when answering questions to make the most of your time.[2] There is one scheduled break of 25 minutes allotted during
this time. Prior to the exam, eat well, drink water, and use the washroom to prepare for the lengthy test. 5 Check your results online 7-10 days after the test. Expect an email notification 7-10 days after the exam informing you that your results are listed on the NCEES website. Log into your account to view your results. If you have failed, you will be
issued a diagnostic report detailing what areas of the test that you were weakest on. [3] If you fail, you can reapply to take the exam again. 1 Contact your state licensure board to find out their requirements. Each U.S. state has their own PE licensure board with their own set of regulations. Contact your state's board to find what it requires in terms
of work experience and documentation. Visit the NCEES website at to find the contact information for your state's board. [4] Most states require you to complete 4 years of professional engineering work after finishing a four-year degree in engineering. 2 Find a job in your particular engineering discipline. After completing your degree and FE exam,
you will have to choose a branch of engineering to pursue your license in. Focus on a discipline that you show the most aptitude in, feel confident about, and enjoy the most. Once you choose, visit the The National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) website at to search their job board for an opening near you. 3 Take on as many complex,
professional tasks as possible. In order to be counted as professional experience, your time must be spent doing important engineering work. Take on as much responsibility as you can to demonstrate your capabilities. If you do not demonstrate this kind of initiative, your work may not qualify as professional experience.[5] For instance, if you are a
mechanical engineer, take on important jobs like writing technical reports or designing machinery. 4 Describe your work in great detail. To document your work experience, you will have to outline your title and level of responsibility. Write a concise description of your tasks and explain the complexity of each one with specific details. Avoid vague or
passive language and use engineering terminology that an evaluation board will recognize.[6] For example, if your job was to test and maintain major installations, write out all the steps you took to evaluate and repair the machinery. Most state licensure boards will provide specific forms to fill out. 5 Get your work documentation approved by your
supervisor. Before submitting your work self-assessment, ask your work supervisor to read and approve it. They may elaborate on your experience, or simply sign off on what you've written. Your state's licensure board will have their own requirements for this verification process. [7] Your approved work description should include contact information
for your supervisor in the event that a reviewing board wants to contact them for further information. 6 Submit your application to your state's engineering licensure board. To qualify for the Principles and Practice of Engineering exam, submit an application to your state's licensure board with a thorough description of your 4 years of work
experience. The board will evaluate your application to determine if you have the education and work experience to merit the chance to get your PE license. If they rule in your favor, you will be allowed to sign up for the exam.[8] Your state's board will have its own requirements for submitting your application. 1 Contact your state's licensure board
for exam details. Each state administers its own PE exams for different engineering disciplines. Contact the board to get as much information as possible about the format, content, and duration of the exam. Depending on the state, your exam will either be computer-based like the FE exam or a paper and pencil written format.[9] 2 Register for the
exam through your NCEES account. Sign into your NCEES account and click the link for engineer exam registration. Choose your location and engineering discipline from drop down menu options. Click "register" to pick from a list of available exam dates and venues. You will also have to pay a registration fee after scheduling your exam
appointment, which will depend on the state you live in. 3 Prepare for a long exam. While PE exams differ across states and engineering disciplines, they are all fairly long. Most PE exams have 80 questions and the exam periods can last up to 9 hours. To find out information specific to your PE exam, visit . For instance, the PE civil engineering exam
has 80 questions and can last up to 8 hours. [10] Get a good deal of sleep, food, and water before the exam to help you stay alert throughout. 4 Wait patiently for your exam results. If you take the computer format of the exam, your results should be available in 7-10 days. If you take the written exam, expect to wait closer to 8-10 weeks for your exam
results. Remain as calm and optimistic as you can while you wait for your score.[11] Ask a Question This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that
each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 17,798 times. Co-authors: 3 Updated: March 29, 2019 Views: 17,798 Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 17,798 times. So, you want to become a PE? Well, you’'re in the right place! As a licensed Professional Engineer,
I can explain the whole process in detail and what to expect along the way. The road is long and sometimes difficult but it’s also enjoyable and definitely worth it.There are 5 steps to becoming a PE (Professional Engineer):Get an engineering degree from an ABET-Accredited universityWork at least 4 years under a licensed Professional EngineerPass
the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) ExamPass the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) ExamApply for a license with your state’s licensing board There may be some exceptions to these depending on which state you’'re in. Some are non-negotiable, though, like the PE Exam. Let’s get right into the details to learn more, starting with the
engineering degree!This requirement is simple but takes a while to complete. If you're in college right now and plan on getting your PE license later, just make sure that your university is ABET-accredited. But what does that mean?ABET stands for Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology. According to the ABET website, “ABET
accreditation provides assurance that a college or university program meets the quality standards of the profession for which that program prepares graduates.” In simple terms, ABET certifies that a program at a university is what a person needs to be competent in their field once they graduate and start working in it.The easiest way to make sure
that your university, or the one you’'re considering, is ABET-accredited, is to just Google it. I'd search for “is the [school name] [major] degree ABET-accredited?” Usually, it will be the first link and you’ll be able to find out pretty quickly whether or not your school is accredited. Alternatively, you can go to ABET’s website and search for a program
that’s accredited.Once you determine that your school is accredited it’s just a matter of picking an engineering degree and finishing it! That may be easier said than done, it took me 5 years to get my Civil Engineering degree. But it was worth it!Also note that some states may allow you to bypass this requirement under certain circumstances. For
instance, in Utah, where I got my degree, the application includes these other possibilities for completing the education requirement:Complete an engineering education program in a foreign country Have been licensed as an engineer and practiced as a principal for 5 of the last 7 years in another stateYour state may have similar rules, but you’ll have
to check to be certain. If you do have a foreign degree you will likely need to have it verified at some point in the process of applying for your license.The next step after you finish your degree is to get a job doing engineering work in which you’'re working under a licensed Professional Engineer. You will need four years of experience and it needs to
meet some requirements to count. The most important one is that your experience doesn’t count until after you’ve graduated.Here are just some of the additional rules about the engineering experience that I had to get here in Utah before I could get my license:This is similar to what most states require and some are pickier than others. Don’t let this
intimidate you, though! For one, a lot of this stuff is common sense, like the rule that your work can’t be in “violation of applicable statutes or rules.”Plus, in my experience, there never was anybody looking down on me with a pen and clipboard making sure that my work met all of these requirements. Or someone asking me about each of these things
as I applied for my license. Instead, all engineering firms that have PE’s will know about these requirements and help you fulfill them to get your license. Think about it, it’s in their best interest to help you get licensed, so they’re going to help you get the right experience to make it happen. It’s like having a mentor to guide you through the process.
All you have to do is get the job!And honestly, the experience part was a lot simpler than the degree. After graduating I knew about engineering and work was just furthering that knowledge. Whereas in school I was learning it all for the first time. Plus it was a lot more fun than having to do homework and take tests all the time! My experience mainly
consisted of evaluating existing structures, performing structural design for homes, and performing calculations for other somewhat random engineering projects like decks, seismic supports for electrical equipment, and others. I did start to manage some projects as I got further into my years of experience. But don’t worry, your company will start
you out small and help you grow!You may also be able to get less experience depending on how much school you’ve completed. You can count one year of a master’s degree in engineering toward the education requirements, for instance. That would mean you could have only three years of experience. Or if you have a Ph.D. it’s just two years. You
have to have finished that additional schooling for it to count though!As I mentioned before, your state may have other requirements and exceptions. You’ll have to check with them to be sure. But I do know for sure that all states will let you count the four years of experience under a PE if you want to get your own license.The exams that you have to
pass to become a PE are administered by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying, or NCEES for short. According to NCEES:“The Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam... is designed for recent graduates and students who are close to finishing an undergraduate engineering degree from an EAC/ABET-accredited program.
The FE exam is a computer-based exam administered year-round at NCEES-approved Pearson VUE test centers.”The FE Exam will test your knowledge of basic engineering concepts that you learned in school. It’s highly recommended that you take it after graduating as you’ll have learned everything you need to know to pass it from your classes. The
exam itself is computer-based, closed-book, and consists of 110 questions, which you have 5 hours and 20 minutes to complete. To register for the exam, you create an account with NCEES then follow the registration process. The FE Exam costs $175 in most cases.You can register for the FE Exam in your NCEES account. After you complete the
process and pay the fee, you’ll be able to schedule your test with the testing center. You can take the FE Exam any day that the testing center is open but only once in each quarter (Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, July-Sept, Oct-Dec) and no more than three times in a 12-month period.It’s best to take the FE Exam after you graduate, as I mentioned, because your
chance of passing with your degree is much higher. But you can take it anytime before or after graduation in most states. Some states do require you to complete your degree before taking the FE.Passing the FE Exam isn’t too difficult. You get a searchable PDF reference handbook to use during the exam. I spent a few hours familiarizing myself with
that the night before the exam and that was about all I did to study and I passed on my first try. It took me about 7-10 days to see my FE Exam results after I took it. And once I found out I had passed I got a raise at work!This is the point at which things are going to start feeling real. You're so close to getting your license and you feel proud that
you've already completed your degree, four years of experience, and the FE Exam. The PE Exam, however, is one of the toughest challenges along the whole journey. But it’s not impossible and will make you a better engineer if you approach it right. I even found ways to enjoy the PE Exam!According to NCEES, the PE exam “tests for a minimum level
of competency in a particular engineering discipline. It is designed for engineers who have gained a minimum of four years’ post-college work experience in their chosen engineering discipline.”The PE Exam is a computer-based, closed book exam that consists of 80 or 85 questions depending on your engineering discipline. It takes 8 to 8.5 hours. The
registration fee is $375, but it costs a lot more if you want to pass.You will register for the PE Exam in your NCEES account. In some states, you’ll have to fill out an additional application to take it. You can check those requirements on this page of the NCEES website. Once you register and pay the fee, you’ll be able to schedule your test at the testing
center. You can take the PE Exam on any day of the year that the testing center is open, but you can only take it once each quarter (Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, Jul-Sep, Oct-Dec) and only three times in a 12-month period, same as the FE. Consider yourself lucky you can take it anytime though, it used to be only offered twice a year when I took it!The PE is much
harder than the FE Exam but if you study smart you can pass it. I studied for over 120 hours and did over 300 practice problems on my first attempt and failed. For my second attempt I invested in a course to teach me what I needed to know to pass, put in an additional 180 hours of studying and 600 practice problems, and passed in October of
2019.Just as with the FE Exam, you get a searchable PDF reference handbook that you can use during the PE Exam. You'll need to know this well to pass and use it to study. Working practice problems is the best way to study. But if you're missing a lot of them and don’t know why, you’ll need to do some reviewing.My second attempt at the PE Exam
was extremely straightforward because I had taken a course to guide me through studying. I chose School of PE and couldn’t be happier with them. Just to give you an idea of how awesome they are, the normal pass rate for the PE Exam is 70% or less, but for those who take School of PE it’s around 90%!After taking the PE you’ll need to wait about 7-
10 business days to get your results. You're lucky though, it used to be much longer than that!Passing the PE Exam feels amazing. It was one of the best moments of my life when I found out I had passed. I jumped up and screamed so loud my wife thought the house was on fire.But just because you've passed doesn’t mean you are automatically a
Professional Engineer. You’ll have to apply with your state board of licensing first.To find your state board and see what you need to do to apply for your PE license, head to this page and select your state. You don’t have to select your test or anything, the board information will pop up at the bottom of the screen. You can head to their website for
information on how to apply for your license. Usually, the process consists of the following components:An application, which includes personal information and questionnaires that ask about your criminal history. Here’s what one looks like.Verifiying your education, experience, and exams.Recommendations (usually five with three having to be
licensed Professional Engineers).Paying a fee.Additionally, some states will require you to get a background check or pass an ethics or similar exam before they’ll give you a license. The entire process may take a long time depending on your state. But it doesn’t have to if you have everything ready. I got all my documents lined up and ready to go so
well that I was able to get my PE license on the same day I found out I'd passed the exam! That may not be typical, but if you're well-prepared the process will usually go much faster than otherwise.You’ll also be able to make it go faster by having all of the right information filled in on your NCEES account. They have what’s called an NCEES Record
that lets you track your school transcripts, recommendations, experience verification, and exams. If you keep that up to date by following the instructions in your NCEES account, applying for your license is much easier!Once you submit your application you just need to wait and hopefully very soon you’ll be rewarded with an email notifying you that
you’'re a brand new licensed Professional Engineer!Well, if you were wondering how to become a PE, I hope you don’t feel like you have to wonder anymore. Here are those four steps to becoming a PE one more time so you can remember them:Get an ABET-accredited engineering degreeWork under a PE for at least 4 yearsPass the FE ExamPass the
PE ExamApply for your license with your state board of licensingRecent Postslink to PPI2Pass PE Course Review (By a PE Who Actually Used It)link to Civil Engineering Academy's PE Course ReviewHi! My name is Luke and I'm a licensed Professional Engineer with a Master's Degree in Civil Engineering. After failing the PE exam once I invested in
review courses, worked hard, and passed on my second try!



