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Discovering	tiny	red	bugs	on	plants	can	signify	a	bug	infestation.	Red	plant	bugs	like	clover	mites	and	spider	mites	can	be	so	tiny	they	are	difficult	to	spot	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	the	minuscule,	red-bodied	mites	can	be	so	numerous	that	they	look	like	pepper	on	the	underside	of	leaves.	While	the	red	bugs	wont	kill	plants,	they	can	weaken	plant
growth	and	cause	leaf	discoloration.	Spider	mites	and	clover	mites	are	not	the	only	tiny	red	bugs	that	can	infest	houseplants	or	ornamental	garden	shrubs.	Other	small	red	bugs	can	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Although	chiggers	wont	destroy	landscaping	plants,	they	can	give	you	a	nasty,	itchy	bite.This	article	is	a	guide	to	identifying	tiny	red	bugs	you
may	find	on	plants.	In	addition	to	descriptions	and	pictures	of	the	small	red	creatures,	youll	find	helpful	tips	on	getting	rid	of	the	nasty	bugs.Red	Bugs	on	Plants	That	Look	Like	Little	Red	SpidersHave	you	noticed	tiny	red	insect-like	creatures	with	a	round	or	pear-shaped	red	body	and	eight	legs?	If	so,	these	tiny	red	bugs	are	probably	red	spider	mites
or	clover	mites.	The	little	bugs	are	related	to	spiders	in	the	class	Arachnida.	They	have	eight	legs	and	an	oval,	reddish-brown	body.Identifying	bugs	that	look	like	tiny	red	spiders	is	challenging	due	to	their	minute	size.	It	usually	requires	examining	plant	leaves	under	a	magnifying	lens	to	spot	their	eight	legs,	round	body,	and	other	identifying	features.
This	can	make	it	challenging	to	tell	clover	mites	apart	from	spider	mites.Although	red	spider	mites	and	clover	mites	are	referred	to	as	bugs,	they	are	not	bugs	in	the	botanical	sense.	Scientifically,	bugs	are	sap-sucking	insects	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	Like	most	insects,	true	bugs	only	have	six	legs	and	jaw	parts	that	the	bugs	use	to	bite	into	plant
tissue.On	the	other	hand,	mites	are	not	classified	as	insects	as	they	have	eight	legs	and	dont	have	antennae	or	wings.	However,	because	clover	mites	and	spider	mites	are	common	plant	pests,	we	will	also	refer	to	them	as	bugs	in	this	article.Clover	Mites	on	Plants	(Bryobia	praetiosa)A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	clover	miteClover	mites	are	plant-feeding
pesky	creatures	with	reddish-brown	oval	bodies	and	eight	legs.	An	identifying	feature	of	red	clover	mites	is	their	two	long	front	legs	that	look	like	antennae.	Clover	mites	measure	0.03	to	0.033	(0.75	0.85	mm).	You	generally	find	them	on	grass,	but	they	can	venture	indoors	in	spring.The	life	cycle	of	clover	mites	starts	as	a	tiny	bright	red	egg,	usually
laid	in	clusters	of	several	eggs.	The	clover	mite	larva	is	also	bright	red	and	has	a	disc-shaped	body	and	six	legs.	As	the	tiny	red	bug	grows,	it	develops	two	more	legs.Adult	clover	mites	have	a	reddish-brown	to	dark	greenish-brown	color.	They	tend	to	feed	on	turfgrass,	ornamental	flowers,	impatiens,	dandelions,	and	daffodils.	Typically,	the	tiny	red
creatures	dont	significantly	damage	plants	in	the	yard.However,	red	clover	mites	can	cause	damage	in	gardens	if	their	population	increases.	You	may	notice	signs	of	clover	mite	damage	as	large	brown	patches	in	lawns.	Or	the	red	mite	plant	damage	can	result	in	wilting	foliage	that	turns	yellow	or	brown.Clover	mites	can	become	a	nuisance	in	homes
in	spring	after	heavy	rains	or	when	the	weather	turns	cooler.	The	annoying	red	bugs	look	like	tiny	dark	red	spots	moving	around	windows,	doors,	and	walls.	Although	the	red	pests	dont	bite,	feed	on	fabric,	or	transmit	diseases,	they	leave	behind	red	stains	when	crushed.The	good	news	with	these	irritating	creatures	is	that	the	red	stains	arent	because
they	suck	blood.	Instead,	its	due	to	the	red	pigments	their	body	fluids	contain.	However,	this	can	make	it	easy	to	confuse	infestations	of	clover	mites	with	bed	bugs	or	other	blood-sucking	insects.Tiny	red	bug	identificationClover	mites	are	identified	as	reddish-brown	creatures	with	an	oval	body	and	eight	legs.	A	characteristic	trait	of	the	red	mites	is
their	two	extended	front	legs	which	help	distinguish	them	from	other	mites.	Indoors,	the	tiny	reddish	bugs	look	like	dark	pepper	marks	moving	over	walls.Because	clover	mites	are	so	tiny,	identifying	them	indoors	can	be	challenging.	Therefore,	if	you	notice	little	reddish-black	dots	on	walls	or	near	windows,	crush	a	few.	You	can	quickly	identify	the
mites	if	they	leave	behind	a	red	stain.How	to	prevent	clover	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	prevent	clover	mites	from	invading	your	home	is	to	avoid	having	shrubs,	plants,	or	lawn	grass	too	close	to	the	foundation.	Keeping	a	2-foot	(60	cm)	gap	between	vegetation	and	the	building	deters	the	tiny	mite	from	venturing	further.To	increase	the	barriers
effectiveness,	you	can	put	a	layer	of	pea	gravel	around	the	foundation	line.	If	you	decide	to	have	foundation	shrubs	near	your	home,	try	to	ensure	that	the	branches	and	foliage	dont	touch	the	building.Another	way	to	prevent	clover	mites	is	to	avoid	over-fertilizing	your	lawn.	Too	much	nitrogen	in	turfgrass	can	cause	populations	of	clover	mites	to
increase.	Additionally,	mow	your	lawn	to	the	ideal	height	of	3	to	4	(7.5	10	cm).How	to	get	rid	of	clover	mitesClover	mites	are	challenging	to	eradicate	because	they	leave	behind	annoying	red	stains	if	you	squish	them.Therefore,	the	best	method	of	killing	the	pests	is	to	use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	Vacuum	all	areas	where	you	have	spotted	clover	mite
activity.	Then	seal	the	dust	bag	in	a	plastic	bag	and	put	it	in	the	trash	to	prevent	a	further	infestation.If	you	discover	clover	mites	crawling	on	the	side	of	your	house,	you	can	wash	them	off	with	a	hose	to	stop	them	from	entering	your	home.Tiny	Red	Spider	Mites	(Tetranychus	urticae)Red	spider	mites	on	a	leaf	undersideRed	spider	mites	are	plant-
feeding	pests	with	red	or	orange	oval	bodies	and	eight	translucent	legs.	Like	clover	mites,	spider	mites	are	too	tiny	to	identify	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	under	a	microscope,	youll	see	they	have	an	oval	body	and	eight	spiny	legs.A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	spider	miteThese	tiny	orangey-red	spider	mites	measure	around	0.0015	(0.4	mm),	and	they
have	an	elliptical	body	with	spines	on	their	backs.Because	of	their	minute	size,	red	spider	mites	are	almost	impossible	to	see.	The	most	obvious	signs	of	the	red	bugs	on	plants	are	tell-tale	webbing	or	string-like	silky	strands	dangling	from	leaves.	However,	a	large	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	may	look	like	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	under	plant
foliage.A	red	spider	mites	life	cycle	starts	as	a	tiny	egg	attached	to	webbing	between	leaves	and	stems.	After	hatching,	the	larvae	quickly	develop	into	adults	and	start	feeding	on	plant	tissue.Red	spider	mites	bite	into	plant	tissue	with	their	piercing	mouthparts	and	then	suck	sap	from	plants.	Spider	mite	plant	damage	can	cause	leaves	to	turn	yellow	or
brown,	and	flower	petals	may	wither.	A	severe	red	spider	mite	infestation	can	result	in	complete	plant	defoliation.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	hot,	dry,	dusty	conditions.	On	ornamental	plants	and	shrubs,	spider	mites	are	common	during	summer	and	fall,	especially	if	there	is	little	rainfall.	Because	they	are	so	tiny,	large	populations	can	develop	before
you	realize	you	have	a	problem.Infestations	of	red	spider	mites	also	occur	on	houseplants.	The	pesky	red	bugs	get	into	the	house	if	you	buy	infested	plants	from	the	garden	center.	Additionally,	houseplants	that	are	kept	outdoors	during	the	summer	could	develop	problems	with	spider	mites.	Therefore,	always	inspect	plants	when	you	bring	them
indoors.One	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites	on	houseplants	is	to	put	a	sheet	of	white	paper	under	the	leaves.	Then	gently	tap	on	the	foliage	and	stems	to	see	if	any	bugs	drop.	You	can	also	thoroughly	inspect	the	underside	of	leaves	for	signs	of	characteristic	red	spider	mite	webbing.Tiny	red	bug	identificationYou	can	identify	red	spider	mites	using	a
10x	or	15x	magnifying	lens.	To	do	this,	inspect	plant	foliage	for	tiny	orange-red	creatures	with	oval	bodies.	The	red	bugs	also	have	translucent	legs	and	soft	setae	covering	their	back	and	legs.However,	their	distinctive	webbing	is	the	easiest	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites.	Look	for	the	strands	of	silky	webbing	on	plant	foliage	that	the	little	red
arthropods	spin.	If	numbers	are	large,	you	will	notice	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	that	look	like	pinpricks.How	to	prevent	red	spider	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	avoid	an	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	is	to	prevent	them	from	getting	into	your	home.	Therefore,	always	be	in	the	habit	of	inspecting	new	houseplants	thoroughly	for	signs	of	spider	mite
activity.	Its	also	a	good	idea	to	wipe	leaves	regularly	or	spray	plants.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	dry	conditions.	Therefore,	keeping	houseplants	properly	watered	and	ensuring	adequate	humidity	for	plants	can	help	prevent	the	tiny	red	bugs	from	becoming	a	significant	problem.How	to	get	rid	of	red	spider	mitesSuppose	you	notice	identifying	signs	of
red	spider	mite	activity.	In	that	case,	acting	without	delay	is	crucial	to	rid	your	ornamental	shrubs	and	houseplants	of	plant-destroying	pests.	Here	are	some	tips	on	getting	rid	of	red	spider	mites	for	good.To	get	rid	of	red	spider	mites	on	outdoor	plants,	spray	the	shrub	foliage	with	sharp	blasts	of	water	from	the	garden	hose.	This	should	be	enough	to
dislodge	them.	If	the	infestation	appears	significantly	large,	you	could	prune	and	destroy	the	affected	stems	and	branches.To	eliminate	red	bugs	from	indoor	plants,	use	a	homemade	neem	oil	spray.	Mix	2	tsp.	organic	neem	oil	and	1	tsp.	liquid	Castile	soap	with	a	quart	(1	l)	of	warm	water	in	a	spray	bottle.	Shake	well,	and	liberally	spay	your	houseplant
foliage	to	get	rid	of	all	types	of	bugs	for	good.	Apply	every	seven	days	for	best	results.Related	reading:	How	to	kill	red	spider	mites	on	plants.Small	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsBesides	clover	mites	and	red	spider	mites	on	plants,	other	kinds	of	tiny	red	pests	could	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Here	is	helpful	information	on	identifying	other	red	bugs	on	your
plants.Chiggers	(Trombicula)A	close	up	image	of	a	berry	bug	/	chigger	(Trombicula	autumnalis)Chiggers	are	tiny	red	arachnids	with	deep	red	pear-shaped	bodies	and	eight	legs.	The	red	mites	are	so	small	they	are	described	as	microscopic	and	only	measure	0.016	(0.4	mm).	Like	many	kinds	of	mites,	the	tiny	red	creatures	have	two	protruding	front
legs	that	look	like	antennae.Adult	chiggers	are	typically	found	in	damp	grasslands	and	forested	areas.	However,	they	may	feed	on	weeds,	low-growing	ornamental	plants,	and	other	vegetation.Adult	chiggers	are	rarely	bothersome	to	humans.	But	its	chigger	larvae	that	cause	pimple-like	bumps,	hives,	and	itchy	skin	rashes.	Red	chigger	larvae	dont	bite
humans.	Instead,	they	form	a	hole	in	the	skin	by	injecting	digestive	enzymes.	They	then	chew	on	the	inner	skin,	causing	severe	itching	and	sometimes	pain.Tiny	red	bug	identificationUnder	the	microscope,	chiggers	look	like	red	tear-shaped	bugs,	sometimes	with	dark	patterns	on	their	back.	They	have	smooth	bodies	and	eight	segmented	legs.	Without
aid,	chiggers	are	incredibly	difficult	to	spot.How	to	get	rid	of	chiggersThe	best	way	to	eliminate	chiggers	is	to	create	unfavorable	conditions	in	your	yard.	Chiggers	thrive	in	long	grassy	areas	that	are	constantly	moist.	Therefore,	keeping	grass	relatively	short	and	removing	weeds	can	help	prevent	them	from	multiplying.To	prevent	chigger	bites,	its
best	to	use	an	insect	repellant	and	wear	long	clothing.	This	will	also	prevent	you	from	getting	ticks	or	other	nasty	insect	bites.Tiny	Red	Aphids	on	Plants	(Aphidoidea)A	close	up	picture	of	red	aphid	on	a	leafRed	aphids	are	tiny	red	bugs	with	six	legs	and	piercing	jaws	they	use	to	suck	sap	from	plants.	The	little	orange-red	pear-shaped	bugs	have	black
and	yellowish	legs,	two	antennae,	and	two	short	protrusions	at	their	rear	end.	The	small,	red	soft-bodied	insects	grow	0.78	to	0.15	(2	to	4	mm)	long.Unlike	spider	mites,	clover	mites,	and	chiggers,	red	aphids	are	a	true	type	of	bug	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	You	will	often	find	the	destructive	tiny	red	pests	on	the	underside	of	leaves,	where	they	feed	on
the	juice	of	soft	plant	tissue.Red	aphids	on	plantsUnfortunately,	red	aphids	can	cause	tremendous	plant	damage.	Aphid	activity	on	plants	can	result	in	stunted	growth,	yellowing	foliage,	and	wilting	leaves.	In	some	cases,	a	red	aphid	infestation	can	kill	plants.	In	addition,	the	sap-sucking	nature	of	aphids	weakens	plant	growth,	making	plants	more
susceptible	to	disease.Another	issue	caused	by	red	aphids	is	the	honeydew	they	secrete.	This	can	cause	secondary	plant	damage,	including	fungal	infections	and	black	sooty	mold.Tiny	red	bug	identificationRed	aphids	are	identified	by	their	orangey-red	bodies,	black	and	yellow	legs,	and	two	stumpy	protrusions	at	their	rear.	Aphids	are	so	tiny	that	they
are	most	noticeable	when	in	groups.	Identifying	signs	of	aphid	plant	damage	are	poor	growth	and	yellow,	wilting	foliage.How	to	get	rid	of	red	aphidsEliminating	red	aphids	for	good	is	challenging	because	they	breed	rapidly.	Therefore,	using	a	multi-system	approach	is	vital	to	disrupt	their	life	cycle	and	prevent	them	from	breeding.	Here	are	some
ideas	on	how	to	kill	aphids	from	outdoor	plants	and	houseplants.To	get	rid	of	red	aphids	from	garden	plants,	use	the	garden	hose	to	blast	them	from	foliage.	Then,	try	to	rinse	the	shrubs,	trees,	and	ornamental	plants	every	few	days	to	keep	an	infestation	at	bay.	Similarly,	you	could	rinse	houseplants	under	the	shower	to	remove	them	from	foliage.To
eradicate	red	aphids	from	houseplants,	try	using	a	homemade	soap	spray.	To	make	the	aphid	soap	spray,	fill	a	1-quart	(1	l)	spray	bottle	with	water	and	add	two	teaspoons	of	liquid	Castile	soap.	Spray	the	soapy	solution	liberally	on	foliage	and	wipe	with	a	soft	sponge.Alternatively,	you	could	also	kill	red	aphids	using	a	neem	oil	spray	or	wiping	plant
leaves	with	a	diluted	rubbing	alcohol	solution.Related	articles:Small	Black	Bugs	on	PlantsGreen	Bugs	on	PlantsWhite	Bugs	on	PlantsTiny	Red	Bugs	on	Plants	(With	Pictures)	Identification	and	Control	was	last	modified:	August	11th,	2022	by	Jessica	Nolan,	Gardening	Expert	Discovering	small	red	bugs	on	plants	can	be	a	frustrating	and	worrisome
experience	for	gardeners	and	plant	enthusiasts.	These	tiny	pests	can	be	a	sign	of	a	larger	issue,	and	its	essential	to	identify	the	type	of	bug	to	determine	the	best	course	of	action.	Small	red	bugs	on	plants	can	be	a	symptom	of	an	underlying	problem,	such	as	poor	plant	care,	inadequate	nutrition,	or	the	presence	of	other	pests.	Click	Image	to	Find
Garden	Products	Before	taking	any	action,	its	crucial	to	understand	that	small	red	bugs	on	plants	can	be	a	common	occurrence,	especially	during	certain	times	of	the	year	or	in	specific	environments.	However,	if	left	unchecked,	these	pests	can	cause	significant	damage	to	plants,	leading	to	reduced	growth,	lower	yields,	and	even	plant	death.To
effectively	manage	small	red	bugs	on	plants,	its	vital	to	identify	the	type	of	bug	and	understand	its	behavior,	habitat,	and	life	cycle.	This	knowledge	will	help	you	choose	the	most	effective	control	methods	and	prevent	future	infestations.	In	the	following	sections,	well	explore	the	different	types	of	small	red	bugs	that	can	infest	plants,	how	to	inspect
your	plants	for	these	pests,	and	the	best	methods	for	getting	rid	of	them.By	taking	a	proactive	and	informed	approach	to	managing	small	red	bugs	on	plants,	you	can	protect	your	plants	from	damage,	promote	healthy	growth,	and	enjoy	a	thriving	garden	or	indoor	space.	Remember,	identifying	and	addressing	the	root	cause	of	the	infestation	is	key	to
preventing	future	problems	and	maintaining	a	pest-free	environment.	Types	of	Small	Red	Bugs	That	Can	Infest	PlantsSeveral	types	of	small	red	bugs	can	infest	plants,	and	its	essential	to	identify	the	specific	type	to	determine	the	best	course	of	action.	Some	of	the	most	common	small	red	bugs	that	can	infest	plants	include:Aphids:	These	tiny,	soft-
bodied	insects	are	often	found	in	clusters	on	the	stems	and	leaves	of	plants.	They	can	be	red,	green,	or	yellow	in	color	and	are	known	for	their	ability	to	transmit	plant	viruses.Spider	Mites:	These	tiny,	spider-like	insects	are	often	found	on	the	underside	of	leaves	and	can	cause	yellowing	or	bronzing	of	the	leaves.	They	are	known	for	their	ability	to	spin
fine	webs	and	can	be	red,	yellow,	or	green	in	color.Thrips:	These	tiny,	insects	are	often	found	on	the	leaves	and	stems	of	plants	and	can	cause	stunted	growth	and	distorted	leaves.	They	are	known	for	their	ability	to	transmit	plant	viruses	and	can	be	red,	yellow,	or	white	in	color.Other	types	of	small	red	bugs	that	can	infest	plants	include	mealybugs,
scale	insects,	and	whiteflies.	Each	of	these	pests	has	its	unique	characteristics	and	habits,	and	its	essential	to	identify	the	specific	type	to	determine	the	best	course	of	action.When	identifying	small	red	bugs	on	plants,	its	essential	to	look	for	the	following	characteristics:Color:	Small	red	bugs	can	be	red,	yellow,	green,	or	white	in	color.Shape:	Small
red	bugs	can	be	oval,	round,	or	elongated	in	shape.Size:	Small	red	bugs	are	typically	tiny,	ranging	in	size	from	1-5	mm.Behavior:	Small	red	bugs	can	be	found	in	clusters	or	alone,	and	they	can	be	active	or	sedentary.By	understanding	the	characteristics	and	habits	of	small	red	bugs,	you	can	take	the	first	step	in	managing	infestations	and	protecting
your	plants	from	damage.	How	to	Inspect	Your	Plants	for	Small	Red	BugsRegular	inspections	are	crucial	for	catching	small	red	bug	infestations	early,	before	they	cause	significant	damage	to	your	plants.	Heres	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	inspect	your	plants	for	small	red	bugs:Step	1:	Examine	the	LeavesStart	by	examining	the	leaves	of	your	plants,
paying	particular	attention	to	the	underside	of	the	leaves	and	the	areas	where	the	leaves	meet	the	stem.	Look	for	small,	red	bugs	or	eggs,	as	well	as	any	signs	of	damage,	such	as	yellowing	or	distorted	leaves.Step	2:	Inspect	the	Stems	and	BranchesNext,	inspect	the	stems	and	branches	of	your	plants,	looking	for	any	signs	of	small	red	bugs	or	eggs.
Check	for	any	unusual	growths	or	swellings,	as	well	as	any	signs	of	damage,	such	as	cracks	or	splits	in	the	bark.Step	3:	Check	the	SoilFinally,	check	the	soil	around	your	plants	for	any	signs	of	small	red	bugs	or	eggs.	Look	for	any	unusual	growths	or	swellings,	as	well	as	any	signs	of	damage,	such	as	cracks	or	splits	in	the	soil.What	to	Look	For:When
inspecting	your	plants	for	small	red	bugs,	look	for	the	following	signs:Small,	red	bugs	or	eggs	on	the	leaves,	stems,	or	branchesYellowing	or	distorted	leavesUnusual	growths	or	swellings	on	the	stems	or	branchesCracks	or	splits	in	the	bark	or	soilHow	Often	to	Inspect:Its	recommended	to	inspect	your	plants	for	small	red	bugs	at	least	once	a	week,
especially	during	peak	growing	seasons.	Regular	inspections	can	help	you	catch	infestations	early,	before	they	cause	significant	damage	to	your	plants.By	following	these	steps	and	regularly	inspecting	your	plants,	you	can	help	prevent	small	red	bug	infestations	and	keep	your	plants	healthy	and	thriving.	Causes	and	Risk	Factors	for	Small	Red	Bug
InfestationsSmall	red	bug	infestations	can	be	caused	by	a	variety	of	factors,	including	environmental	conditions,	plant	care	practices,	and	nearby	infestations.	Understanding	the	causes	and	risk	factors	for	small	red	bug	infestations	can	help	you	take	steps	to	prevent	them	and	protect	your	plants.Overwatering:Overwatering	is	a	common	cause	of	small
red	bug	infestations.	When	plants	are	watered	too	frequently,	the	excess	moisture	can	attract	small	red	bugs	and	create	an	ideal	environment	for	them	to	thrive.Poor	Air	Circulation:Poor	air	circulation	can	also	contribute	to	small	red	bug	infestations.	When	air	is	stagnant,	it	can	create	a	humid	environment	that	is	conducive	to	the	growth	and
development	of	small	red	bugs.Nearby	Infestations:Nearby	infestations	can	also	be	a	risk	factor	for	small	red	bug	infestations.	If	you	have	plants	that	are	already	infested	with	small	red	bugs,	its	likely	that	the	infestation	will	spread	to	other	plants	in	the	area.Other	Risk	Factors:Other	risk	factors	for	small	red	bug	infestations	include:High
temperaturesHigh	humidityPoor	soil	qualityLack	of	beneficial	insectsPrevention	Tips:To	prevent	small	red	bug	infestations,	follow	these	tips:Water	plants	carefully,	avoiding	overwateringImprove	air	circulation	around	plantsKeep	plants	away	from	nearby	infestationsUse	physical	barriers	to	prevent	small	red	bugs	from	reaching	plantsIntroduce
beneficial	insects	to	control	small	red	bug	populationsBy	understanding	the	causes	and	risk	factors	for	small	red	bug	infestations,	you	can	take	steps	to	prevent	them	and	protect	your	plants	from	damage.	How	to	Get	Rid	of	Small	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsGetting	rid	of	small	red	bugs	on	plants	can	be	a	challenging	task,	but	its	essential	to	take	action	to
prevent	further	damage.	Here	are	some	effective	methods	to	get	rid	of	small	red	bugs	on	plants:Organic	Methods:Neem	oil:	Neem	oil	is	a	natural	insecticide	that	can	be	used	to	control	small	red	bugs	on	plants.	Mix	neem	oil	with	water	and	spray	it	on	the	affected	areas.Soap	solution:	A	mild	dish	soap	can	be	used	to	kill	small	red	bugs	on	plants.	Mix
the	soap	with	water	and	spray	it	on	the	affected	areas.Garlic	spray:	Garlic	has	natural	insecticidal	properties	that	can	be	used	to	control	small	red	bugs	on	plants.	Mix	crushed	garlic	with	water	and	spray	it	on	the	affected	areas.Chemical	Methods:Insecticidal	soap:	Insecticidal	soap	is	a	gentle	and	effective	way	to	control	small	red	bugs	on	plants.	It
works	by	breaking	down	the	insects	exoskeleton	and	dehydrating	them.Pyrethrin	spray:	Pyrethrin	spray	is	a	synthetic	version	of	the	natural	insecticide	found	in	chrysanthemum	flowers.	Its	toxic	to	small	red	bugs	and	can	be	used	to	control	infestations.Permethrin	spray:	Permethrin	spray	is	a	synthetic	version	of	the	natural	insecticide	found	in
chrysanthemum	flowers.	Its	toxic	to	small	red	bugs	and	can	be	used	to	control	infestations.Pros	and	Cons	of	Each	Method:Organic	methods	are	generally	safer	for	plants	and	the	environment,	but	they	may	not	be	as	effective	as	chemical	methods.	Chemical	methods	can	be	more	effective,	but	they	can	also	harm	beneficial	insects	and	the
environment.Examples	of	Effective	Products:Neem	oil:	Bonide	Neem	Oil,	Garden	Safe	Neem	OilInsecticidal	soap:	Safer	Brand	Insecticidal	Soap,	Ortho	Insecticidal	SoapPyrethrin	spray:	PyGanic	Pyrethrin	Spray,	Raid	Pyrethrin	SprayPermethrin	spray:	Permethrin	Spray,	Spectracide	Permethrin	SprayRemember	to	always	read	the	label	and	follow	the
instructions	carefully	before	using	any	pesticide.	Its	also	essential	to	test	a	small	area	of	the	plant	before	applying	any	pesticide	to	ensure	that	it	doesnt	cause	any	damage.	Preventing	Re-Infestation:	Tips	for	Keeping	Your	Plants	Bug-FreePreventing	re-infestation	is	crucial	to	maintaining	healthy	plants	and	avoiding	the	stress	and	damage	caused	by
small	red	bugs.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	keep	your	plants	bug-free:Maintain	Good	Garden	Hygiene:Keep	your	garden	clean	and	free	of	debris,	which	can	attract	small	red	bugs.	Remove	any	weeds	or	infested	plants,	and	dispose	of	them	properly.Use	Physical	Barriers:Use	physical	barriers,	such	as	fine-mesh	screens	or	fine-netted	row	covers,	to
prevent	small	red	bugs	from	reaching	your	plants.Introduce	Beneficial	Insects:Introduce	beneficial	insects,	such	as	ladybugs	or	lacewings,	which	prey	on	small	red	bugs.	These	insects	can	help	control	infestations	and	prevent	re-infestation.Monitor	Your	Plants	Regularly:Regularly	monitor	your	plants	for	signs	of	small	red	bugs,	such	as	eggs,	larvae,	or
actual	bugs.	Catching	infestations	early	can	help	prevent	re-infestation.Use	Resistant	Varieties:Use	plant	varieties	that	are	resistant	to	small	red	bugs.	These	varieties	can	help	reduce	the	risk	of	infestation	and	re-infestation.Avoid	Overwatering:Avoid	overwatering,	which	can	attract	small	red	bugs	and	create	an	ideal	environment	for	them	to
thrive.Provide	Good	Air	Circulation:Provide	good	air	circulation	around	your	plants,	which	can	help	prevent	small	red	bugs	from	infesting	your	plants.By	following	these	tips,	you	can	help	prevent	re-infestation	and	keep	your	plants	bug-free.	Remember,	prevention	is	key	to	maintaining	healthy	plants	and	avoiding	the	stress	and	damage	caused	by
small	red	bugs.	Common	Mistakes	to	Avoid	When	Dealing	with	Small	Red	BugsWhen	dealing	with	small	red	bugs	on	plants,	its	essential	to	avoid	common	mistakes	that	can	exacerbate	the	problem.	Here	are	some	common	mistakes	to	avoid:Using	Too	Much	Pesticide:Using	too	much	pesticide	can	harm	beneficial	insects	and	the	environment.	Its
essential	to	use	the	right	amount	of	pesticide	and	follow	the	instructions	carefully.Not	Addressing	the	Root	Cause:Not	addressing	the	root	cause	of	the	infestation	can	lead	to	re-infestation.	Its	essential	to	identify	the	root	cause	of	the	problem	and	take	steps	to	prevent	it.Ignoring	the	Problem:Ignoring	the	problem	can	lead	to	severe	damage	to	the
plants.	Its	essential	to	take	action	quickly	and	address	the	problem	before	it	gets	out	of	hand.Using	the	Wrong	Pesticide:Using	the	wrong	pesticide	can	harm	the	plants	and	the	environment.	Its	essential	to	use	the	right	pesticide	for	the	specific	type	of	small	red	bug	infesting	the	plants.Not	Monitoring	the	Plants:Not	monitoring	the	plants	regularly	can
lead	to	re-infestation.	Its	essential	to	monitor	the	plants	regularly	and	take	action	quickly	if	any	signs	of	infestation	are	detected.By	avoiding	these	common	mistakes,	you	can	effectively	manage	small	red	bugs	on	plants	and	prevent	re-infestation.	Remember,	its	essential	to	be	proactive	and	vigilant	when	dealing	with	small	red	bugs	on	plants.
Conclusion:	Taking	Control	of	Small	Red	Bugs	on	Your	PlantsSmall	red	bugs	on	plants	can	be	a	frustrating	and	damaging	problem,	but	by	taking	the	right	steps,	you	can	identify	and	manage	them	effectively.	Remember,	its	essential	to	be	proactive	and	vigilant	in	maintaining	healthy	plants.By	following	the	tips	and	strategies	outlined	in	this	article,
you	can	prevent	small	red	bug	infestations,	identify	the	type	of	bug,	and	take	action	to	get	rid	of	them.	Dont	let	small	red	bugs	on	plants	take	over	your	garden	or	indoor	space	take	control	today!Key	Takeaways:Identify	the	type	of	small	red	bug	to	determine	the	best	course	of	actionInspect	your	plants	regularly	to	catch	infestations	earlyUse	organic
and	chemical	methods	to	get	rid	of	small	red	bugsPrevent	re-infestation	by	maintaining	good	garden	hygiene	and	using	physical	barriersAvoid	common	mistakes	when	dealing	with	small	red	bugs,	such	as	using	too	much	pesticide	or	not	addressing	the	root	cause	of	the	infestationBy	taking	control	of	small	red	bugs	on	your	plants,	you	can	maintain
healthy	and	thriving	plants,	and	enjoy	a	beautiful	and	pest-free	garden	or	indoor	space.	What	are	the	red	bugs?	How	do	you	get	rid	of	red	bugs	o	tomato	plants?Tomatoes	are	one	of	the	favorite	homegrown	vegetables	gardeners	love	to	have	in	their	garden	patch.	However,	tomato	pests	pose	a	threat	to	a	productive	harvest	if	they	are	left
untreated.Read	on	to	learn	about	the	common	tomato-infesting	bugs	and	how	you	can	eradicate	them	from	your	garden.The	two	tomato-infecting	red	bugs	that	can	be	spotted	on	your	plant	are	the	red	leaf-foot	bug	nymphs	and	the	red	spider	mites.	Removing	them	from	the	plant	can	be	quickly	done	by	dousing	the	entire	leaves	and	stem	with	water
using	a	sprayer	hose.	Pay	attention	to	the	back	of	the	leaves	where	they	may	hide.Let	me	tell	you	more	about	how	these	bugs	can	damage	your	tomato	plant	and	a	few	more	tips	on	getting	rid	of	them.Also	check:Yellow	Leaves	on	Tomato	Plants	What	are	red	bugs?The	red	leaf-footed	bug	nymphs	look	red,	but	they	turn	brown	as	adults.	They	cause
damage	to	vegetables.	They	drink	the	fluids	of	a	developing	tomato	plant	in	spring.	And	because	of	this,	it	stops	the	growth	of	very	young	tomatoes,	leaving	the	leaves	sunken	and	yellow	parts	on	the	old	ones.Meanwhile,	the	signs	that	your	tomato	plant	is	suffering	from	red	spider	mite	infestation	are	tiny	red	spiders	with	their	webbing.	And	gray	or
brown	discolored	leaves.	They	thrive	in	dry	and	dusty	conditions,	drain	your	tomato	leaves	of	their	nutrients,	spin	their	webs,	and	lay	eggs.Mite-infested	tomato	leaves	lose	chlorophyll	and	turn	bronze	or	gray.	The	female	mites	use	the	wind	current	to	get	to	the	healthy	ones	after	deteriorating	a	tomato.	If	left	untreated,	they	can	infiltrate	your	tomato
crop	and	cause	it	to	die.Now	that	we	know	how	damaging	these	insect	pests	are,	let	us	explore	how	effortlessly	we	can	eliminate	their	early	infestation.	This	is	the	key	to	ensure	that	they	dont	inflict	damage	on	your	tomato	plant,	and	you	can	successfully	harvest	tomatoes	all	in	good	time.How	do	you	get	rid	of	red	bugs	on	tomato	plants?Getting	rid	of
the	red	nymphs	is	much	easier	than	controlling	the	adult	bugs.	First,	you	must	put	on	garden	gloves	when	removing	them	because	they	release	an	unpleasant	odor	when	disturbed.As	soon	as	you	see	them,	brush	them	off	the	leaves	into	a	soapy	water	container.	Suction	off	large	colonies	using	vacuum,	and	properly	dispose	of	the	contents	of	the	dust
cup	by	sealing	the	plastic	bag.How	to	get	rid	of	red	spider	mites	on	tomatoes?As	stated	earlier,	spider	mites	love	hot,	dry,	and	dusty	environments.	Simply	rinsing	the	whole	plant	and	the	surrounding	soil	with	water	using	a	sprayer	hose	discourages	spider	mites	from	invading	your	tomato	plant.Pay	attention	to	spray	the	back	of	the	leaves	where	they
may	hide.	Soaking	your	entire	tomato	plant	with	water	during	hot	and	dry	seasons	is	the	key	to	keep	them	away	from	your	plants.Most	gardeners	do	not	want	to	apply	commercial	pesticides	to	their	edible	plants.	Thats	why	most	of	them	turn	to	homemade	remedies	that	have	ingredients	that	you	can	find	in	your	kitchen.	Now,	lets	answer	some
frequently	asked	questions	about	these	organic	insect	repellants.Can	You	Spray	White	Vinegar	on	Tomato	Plants?White	vinegar	is	often	one	of	the	common	ingredients	in	home	remedy	bug	sprays.	You	cant	use	vinegar	on	your	tomato	plant	alone	because	its	acidity	may	cause	your	plant	to	die.	You	must	dilute	it	with	water.Making	a	test	spray	on	a	few
leaves	72	hours	before	the	application	is	a	reasonable	precaution.	This	will	test	your	plants	reaction	to	the	pesticide.If	you	see	browning	or	yellowing	on	the	leaves,	it	means	the	solution	is	too	intense	for	the	plant	to	handle.	You	need	to	find	an	alternative	insecticide	or	increase	the	dilution	of	the	mixture	by	adding	water.To	make	this	mixture:Combine
2	to	3	tablespoons	of	white	or	apple	cider	vinegar	with	1	tablespoon	of	dishwashing	soap	to	a	gallon	of	water.Stir	the	solution	well.Transfer	the	mixture	to	a	spray	bottle.Water	your	tomato	plant	before	applying	the	mixture	to	minimize	the	damageSpray	it	on	your	tomato	plant,	and	make	sure	to	treat	the	back	of	the	leaves,	too.Saturate	the	plant	is
dripping	with	the	solution.It	is	better	to	do	this	in	the	early	evening	after	sunset.This	way,	you	can	leave	the	bug	repellent	solution	on	the	plant	overnight.	Spraying	in	the	evening	minimizes	the	risk	of	the	leaves	getting	damaged	by	the	sun.	Rinse	the	plant	thoroughly	the	following	day.	Repeat	this	process	every	2-3	days	if	infestation	persists.Will
Soapy	Water	Kill	My	Tomato	Plant?Soap	and	water	have	been	used	for	centuries	as	an	insecticide.	There	is	no	published	scientific	evidence	to	support	its	effectiveness,	but	many	experienced	gardeners	swear	by	them.Pests	that	have	small	and	soft	bodies	will	succumb	to	this	concoction.	However,	it	has	no	ill	effects	on	larger	pests	and	insects.	1-2%	of
strength	is	the	most	effective	ratio	for	a	water	and	soap	pesticide.	This	is	equivalent	to	1-2	tablespoons	of	dishwashing	soap	to	a	gallon	of	water.Powdered	or	liquid	detergent	soap	is	too	harmful	for	plant	use	and	may	cause	the	plant	to	die.	Follow	the	same	precautions	when	applying	this	solution.Perform	a	test	spray	before	applying	it	to	the	whole
plant.Soak	your	plant	with	water	before	application.Apply	the	solution	in	the	evening	after	sunset.Rinse	the	plant	thoroughly	the	following	day	to	prevent	sun	damage.These	red	bugs	that	are	insect	pests	of	tomatoes	can	be	efficiently	dealt	with	during	the	early	stages	of	infestation.	The	key	is	early	treatment	before	they	can	wreak	havoc	on	your
tomato	crop.Homemade	remedies	that	can	be	easily	found	in	your	kitchen	are	becoming	more	popular	with	home	gardeners.	They	dont	have	harmful	effects	on	the	environment.	You	may	use	them	as	needed	and	with	precaution.	Discovering	tiny	red	bugs	on	plants	can	signify	a	bug	infestation.	Red	plant	bugs	like	clover	mites	and	spider	mites	can	be
so	tiny	they	are	difficult	to	spot	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	the	minuscule,	red-bodied	mites	can	be	so	numerous	that	they	look	like	pepper	on	the	underside	of	leaves.	While	the	red	bugs	wont	kill	plants,	they	can	weaken	plant	growth	and	cause	leaf	discoloration.	Spider	mites	and	clover	mites	are	not	the	only	tiny	red	bugs	that	can	infest
houseplants	or	ornamental	garden	shrubs.	Other	small	red	bugs	can	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Although	chiggers	wont	destroy	landscaping	plants,	they	can	give	you	a	nasty,	itchy	bite.This	article	is	a	guide	to	identifying	tiny	red	bugs	you	may	find	on	plants.	In	addition	to	descriptions	and	pictures	of	the	small	red	creatures,	youll	find	helpful	tips	on
getting	rid	of	the	nasty	bugs.Red	Bugs	on	Plants	That	Look	Like	Little	Red	SpidersHave	you	noticed	tiny	red	insect-like	creatures	with	a	round	or	pear-shaped	red	body	and	eight	legs?	If	so,	these	tiny	red	bugs	are	probably	red	spider	mites	or	clover	mites.	The	little	bugs	are	related	to	spiders	in	the	class	Arachnida.	They	have	eight	legs	and	an	oval,
reddish-brown	body.Identifying	bugs	that	look	like	tiny	red	spiders	is	challenging	due	to	their	minute	size.	It	usually	requires	examining	plant	leaves	under	a	magnifying	lens	to	spot	their	eight	legs,	round	body,	and	other	identifying	features.	This	can	make	it	challenging	to	tell	clover	mites	apart	from	spider	mites.Although	red	spider	mites	and	clover
mites	are	referred	to	as	bugs,	they	are	not	bugs	in	the	botanical	sense.	Scientifically,	bugs	are	sap-sucking	insects	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	Like	most	insects,	true	bugs	only	have	six	legs	and	jaw	parts	that	the	bugs	use	to	bite	into	plant	tissue.On	the	other	hand,	mites	are	not	classified	as	insects	as	they	have	eight	legs	and	dont	have	antennae	or
wings.	However,	because	clover	mites	and	spider	mites	are	common	plant	pests,	we	will	also	refer	to	them	as	bugs	in	this	article.Clover	Mites	on	Plants	(Bryobia	praetiosa)A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	clover	miteClover	mites	are	plant-feeding	pesky	creatures	with	reddish-brown	oval	bodies	and	eight	legs.	An	identifying	feature	of	red	clover	mites	is
their	two	long	front	legs	that	look	like	antennae.	Clover	mites	measure	0.03	to	0.033	(0.75	0.85	mm).	You	generally	find	them	on	grass,	but	they	can	venture	indoors	in	spring.The	life	cycle	of	clover	mites	starts	as	a	tiny	bright	red	egg,	usually	laid	in	clusters	of	several	eggs.	The	clover	mite	larva	is	also	bright	red	and	has	a	disc-shaped	body	and	six
legs.	As	the	tiny	red	bug	grows,	it	develops	two	more	legs.Adult	clover	mites	have	a	reddish-brown	to	dark	greenish-brown	color.	They	tend	to	feed	on	turfgrass,	ornamental	flowers,	impatiens,	dandelions,	and	daffodils.	Typically,	the	tiny	red	creatures	dont	significantly	damage	plants	in	the	yard.However,	red	clover	mites	can	cause	damage	in
gardens	if	their	population	increases.	You	may	notice	signs	of	clover	mite	damage	as	large	brown	patches	in	lawns.	Or	the	red	mite	plant	damage	can	result	in	wilting	foliage	that	turns	yellow	or	brown.Clover	mites	can	become	a	nuisance	in	homes	in	spring	after	heavy	rains	or	when	the	weather	turns	cooler.	The	annoying	red	bugs	look	like	tiny	dark
red	spots	moving	around	windows,	doors,	and	walls.	Although	the	red	pests	dont	bite,	feed	on	fabric,	or	transmit	diseases,	they	leave	behind	red	stains	when	crushed.The	good	news	with	these	irritating	creatures	is	that	the	red	stains	arent	because	they	suck	blood.	Instead,	its	due	to	the	red	pigments	their	body	fluids	contain.	However,	this	can	make
it	easy	to	confuse	infestations	of	clover	mites	with	bed	bugs	or	other	blood-sucking	insects.Tiny	red	bug	identificationClover	mites	are	identified	as	reddish-brown	creatures	with	an	oval	body	and	eight	legs.	A	characteristic	trait	of	the	red	mites	is	their	two	extended	front	legs	which	help	distinguish	them	from	other	mites.	Indoors,	the	tiny	reddish
bugs	look	like	dark	pepper	marks	moving	over	walls.Because	clover	mites	are	so	tiny,	identifying	them	indoors	can	be	challenging.	Therefore,	if	you	notice	little	reddish-black	dots	on	walls	or	near	windows,	crush	a	few.	You	can	quickly	identify	the	mites	if	they	leave	behind	a	red	stain.How	to	prevent	clover	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	prevent
clover	mites	from	invading	your	home	is	to	avoid	having	shrubs,	plants,	or	lawn	grass	too	close	to	the	foundation.	Keeping	a	2-foot	(60	cm)	gap	between	vegetation	and	the	building	deters	the	tiny	mite	from	venturing	further.To	increase	the	barriers	effectiveness,	you	can	put	a	layer	of	pea	gravel	around	the	foundation	line.	If	you	decide	to	have
foundation	shrubs	near	your	home,	try	to	ensure	that	the	branches	and	foliage	dont	touch	the	building.Another	way	to	prevent	clover	mites	is	to	avoid	over-fertilizing	your	lawn.	Too	much	nitrogen	in	turfgrass	can	cause	populations	of	clover	mites	to	increase.	Additionally,	mow	your	lawn	to	the	ideal	height	of	3	to	4	(7.5	10	cm).How	to	get	rid	of	clover
mitesClover	mites	are	challenging	to	eradicate	because	they	leave	behind	annoying	red	stains	if	you	squish	them.Therefore,	the	best	method	of	killing	the	pests	is	to	use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	Vacuum	all	areas	where	you	have	spotted	clover	mite	activity.	Then	seal	the	dust	bag	in	a	plastic	bag	and	put	it	in	the	trash	to	prevent	a	further	infestation.If	you
discover	clover	mites	crawling	on	the	side	of	your	house,	you	can	wash	them	off	with	a	hose	to	stop	them	from	entering	your	home.Tiny	Red	Spider	Mites	(Tetranychus	urticae)Red	spider	mites	on	a	leaf	undersideRed	spider	mites	are	plant-feeding	pests	with	red	or	orange	oval	bodies	and	eight	translucent	legs.	Like	clover	mites,	spider	mites	are	too
tiny	to	identify	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	under	a	microscope,	youll	see	they	have	an	oval	body	and	eight	spiny	legs.A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	spider	miteThese	tiny	orangey-red	spider	mites	measure	around	0.0015	(0.4	mm),	and	they	have	an	elliptical	body	with	spines	on	their	backs.Because	of	their	minute	size,	red	spider	mites	are	almost
impossible	to	see.	The	most	obvious	signs	of	the	red	bugs	on	plants	are	tell-tale	webbing	or	string-like	silky	strands	dangling	from	leaves.	However,	a	large	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	may	look	like	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	under	plant	foliage.A	red	spider	mites	life	cycle	starts	as	a	tiny	egg	attached	to	webbing	between	leaves	and	stems.	After
hatching,	the	larvae	quickly	develop	into	adults	and	start	feeding	on	plant	tissue.Red	spider	mites	bite	into	plant	tissue	with	their	piercing	mouthparts	and	then	suck	sap	from	plants.	Spider	mite	plant	damage	can	cause	leaves	to	turn	yellow	or	brown,	and	flower	petals	may	wither.	A	severe	red	spider	mite	infestation	can	result	in	complete	plant
defoliation.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	hot,	dry,	dusty	conditions.	On	ornamental	plants	and	shrubs,	spider	mites	are	common	during	summer	and	fall,	especially	if	there	is	little	rainfall.	Because	they	are	so	tiny,	large	populations	can	develop	before	you	realize	you	have	a	problem.Infestations	of	red	spider	mites	also	occur	on	houseplants.	The	pesky	red
bugs	get	into	the	house	if	you	buy	infested	plants	from	the	garden	center.	Additionally,	houseplants	that	are	kept	outdoors	during	the	summer	could	develop	problems	with	spider	mites.	Therefore,	always	inspect	plants	when	you	bring	them	indoors.One	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites	on	houseplants	is	to	put	a	sheet	of	white	paper	under	the	leaves.
Then	gently	tap	on	the	foliage	and	stems	to	see	if	any	bugs	drop.	You	can	also	thoroughly	inspect	the	underside	of	leaves	for	signs	of	characteristic	red	spider	mite	webbing.Tiny	red	bug	identificationYou	can	identify	red	spider	mites	using	a	10x	or	15x	magnifying	lens.	To	do	this,	inspect	plant	foliage	for	tiny	orange-red	creatures	with	oval	bodies.	The
red	bugs	also	have	translucent	legs	and	soft	setae	covering	their	back	and	legs.However,	their	distinctive	webbing	is	the	easiest	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites.	Look	for	the	strands	of	silky	webbing	on	plant	foliage	that	the	little	red	arthropods	spin.	If	numbers	are	large,	you	will	notice	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	that	look	like	pinpricks.How	to	prevent
red	spider	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	avoid	an	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	is	to	prevent	them	from	getting	into	your	home.	Therefore,	always	be	in	the	habit	of	inspecting	new	houseplants	thoroughly	for	signs	of	spider	mite	activity.	Its	also	a	good	idea	to	wipe	leaves	regularly	or	spray	plants.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	dry	conditions.
Therefore,	keeping	houseplants	properly	watered	and	ensuring	adequate	humidity	for	plants	can	help	prevent	the	tiny	red	bugs	from	becoming	a	significant	problem.How	to	get	rid	of	red	spider	mitesSuppose	you	notice	identifying	signs	of	red	spider	mite	activity.	In	that	case,	acting	without	delay	is	crucial	to	rid	your	ornamental	shrubs	and
houseplants	of	plant-destroying	pests.	Here	are	some	tips	on	getting	rid	of	red	spider	mites	for	good.To	get	rid	of	red	spider	mites	on	outdoor	plants,	spray	the	shrub	foliage	with	sharp	blasts	of	water	from	the	garden	hose.	This	should	be	enough	to	dislodge	them.	If	the	infestation	appears	significantly	large,	you	could	prune	and	destroy	the	affected
stems	and	branches.To	eliminate	red	bugs	from	indoor	plants,	use	a	homemade	neem	oil	spray.	Mix	2	tsp.	organic	neem	oil	and	1	tsp.	liquid	Castile	soap	with	a	quart	(1	l)	of	warm	water	in	a	spray	bottle.	Shake	well,	and	liberally	spay	your	houseplant	foliage	to	get	rid	of	all	types	of	bugs	for	good.	Apply	every	seven	days	for	best	results.Related
reading:	How	to	kill	red	spider	mites	on	plants.Small	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsBesides	clover	mites	and	red	spider	mites	on	plants,	other	kinds	of	tiny	red	pests	could	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Here	is	helpful	information	on	identifying	other	red	bugs	on	your	plants.Chiggers	(Trombicula)A	close	up	image	of	a	berry	bug	/	chigger	(Trombicula
autumnalis)Chiggers	are	tiny	red	arachnids	with	deep	red	pear-shaped	bodies	and	eight	legs.	The	red	mites	are	so	small	they	are	described	as	microscopic	and	only	measure	0.016	(0.4	mm).	Like	many	kinds	of	mites,	the	tiny	red	creatures	have	two	protruding	front	legs	that	look	like	antennae.Adult	chiggers	are	typically	found	in	damp	grasslands	and
forested	areas.	However,	they	may	feed	on	weeds,	low-growing	ornamental	plants,	and	other	vegetation.Adult	chiggers	are	rarely	bothersome	to	humans.	But	its	chigger	larvae	that	cause	pimple-like	bumps,	hives,	and	itchy	skin	rashes.	Red	chigger	larvae	dont	bite	humans.	Instead,	they	form	a	hole	in	the	skin	by	injecting	digestive	enzymes.	They
then	chew	on	the	inner	skin,	causing	severe	itching	and	sometimes	pain.Tiny	red	bug	identificationUnder	the	microscope,	chiggers	look	like	red	tear-shaped	bugs,	sometimes	with	dark	patterns	on	their	back.	They	have	smooth	bodies	and	eight	segmented	legs.	Without	aid,	chiggers	are	incredibly	difficult	to	spot.How	to	get	rid	of	chiggersThe	best
way	to	eliminate	chiggers	is	to	create	unfavorable	conditions	in	your	yard.	Chiggers	thrive	in	long	grassy	areas	that	are	constantly	moist.	Therefore,	keeping	grass	relatively	short	and	removing	weeds	can	help	prevent	them	from	multiplying.To	prevent	chigger	bites,	its	best	to	use	an	insect	repellant	and	wear	long	clothing.	This	will	also	prevent	you
from	getting	ticks	or	other	nasty	insect	bites.Tiny	Red	Aphids	on	Plants	(Aphidoidea)A	close	up	picture	of	red	aphid	on	a	leafRed	aphids	are	tiny	red	bugs	with	six	legs	and	piercing	jaws	they	use	to	suck	sap	from	plants.	The	little	orange-red	pear-shaped	bugs	have	black	and	yellowish	legs,	two	antennae,	and	two	short	protrusions	at	their	rear	end.	The
small,	red	soft-bodied	insects	grow	0.78	to	0.15	(2	to	4	mm)	long.Unlike	spider	mites,	clover	mites,	and	chiggers,	red	aphids	are	a	true	type	of	bug	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	You	will	often	find	the	destructive	tiny	red	pests	on	the	underside	of	leaves,	where	they	feed	on	the	juice	of	soft	plant	tissue.Red	aphids	on	plantsUnfortunately,	red	aphids	can
cause	tremendous	plant	damage.	Aphid	activity	on	plants	can	result	in	stunted	growth,	yellowing	foliage,	and	wilting	leaves.	In	some	cases,	a	red	aphid	infestation	can	kill	plants.	In	addition,	the	sap-sucking	nature	of	aphids	weakens	plant	growth,	making	plants	more	susceptible	to	disease.Another	issue	caused	by	red	aphids	is	the	honeydew	they
secrete.	This	can	cause	secondary	plant	damage,	including	fungal	infections	and	black	sooty	mold.Tiny	red	bug	identificationRed	aphids	are	identified	by	their	orangey-red	bodies,	black	and	yellow	legs,	and	two	stumpy	protrusions	at	their	rear.	Aphids	are	so	tiny	that	they	are	most	noticeable	when	in	groups.	Identifying	signs	of	aphid	plant	damage
are	poor	growth	and	yellow,	wilting	foliage.How	to	get	rid	of	red	aphidsEliminating	red	aphids	for	good	is	challenging	because	they	breed	rapidly.	Therefore,	using	a	multi-system	approach	is	vital	to	disrupt	their	life	cycle	and	prevent	them	from	breeding.	Here	are	some	ideas	on	how	to	kill	aphids	from	outdoor	plants	and	houseplants.To	get	rid	of	red
aphids	from	garden	plants,	use	the	garden	hose	to	blast	them	from	foliage.	Then,	try	to	rinse	the	shrubs,	trees,	and	ornamental	plants	every	few	days	to	keep	an	infestation	at	bay.	Similarly,	you	could	rinse	houseplants	under	the	shower	to	remove	them	from	foliage.To	eradicate	red	aphids	from	houseplants,	try	using	a	homemade	soap	spray.	To	make
the	aphid	soap	spray,	fill	a	1-quart	(1	l)	spray	bottle	with	water	and	add	two	teaspoons	of	liquid	Castile	soap.	Spray	the	soapy	solution	liberally	on	foliage	and	wipe	with	a	soft	sponge.Alternatively,	you	could	also	kill	red	aphids	using	a	neem	oil	spray	or	wiping	plant	leaves	with	a	diluted	rubbing	alcohol	solution.Related	articles:Small	Black	Bugs	on
PlantsGreen	Bugs	on	PlantsWhite	Bugs	on	PlantsTiny	Red	Bugs	on	Plants	(With	Pictures)	Identification	and	Control	was	last	modified:	August	11th,	2022	by	Jessica	Nolan,	Gardening	Expert	As	a	gardener,	seeing	red	bugs	on	your	plants	can	be	worrying	These	little	critters	can	damage	and	even	kill	your	beloved	plants	if	left	unchecked	While	some	red
bugs	are	beneficial,	like	ladybugs,	most	suck	sap	or	feed	on	plants,	stunting	growth.	Properly	identifying	red	bugs	is	the	first	step	to	eliminating	them.	Then,	you	can	use	organic	solutions	to	get	rid	of	red	bugs	and	keep	them	away	for	good.12	Common	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsLets	go	over	some	frequent	red	bug	offenders:1.	Red	AphidsRed	aphids	come	in
many	species	that	feast	on	flowers,	legumes,	and	other	plants.	They	stunt	growth	by	sucking	sap,	going	unnoticed	until	major	damage	occurs	Dark	red	rose	aphids	love	roses,	while	rosy	apple	aphids	target	apple	trees	in	spring2.	Spider	MitesTiny	red	spider	mites	damage	plants	like	azaleas.	Their	small	size	makes	them	tough	to	spot.	Lacewings	prey
on	them	naturally.3.	Red	AntsRed	ants	dont	harm	plants	directly	but	are	attracted	to	the	sweet	honeydew	residue	left	by	sap-sucking	aphids.	Get	rid	of	aphids,	and	ants	should	disappear.4.	Scale	InsectsArmored	scale	insects	affix	themselves	to	plants	and	stunt	growth.	Insecticidal	soap	or	hose	washing	removes	small	infestations.5.	Red	BeetlesRed
beetles	signal	other	pests	eating	plants.	Lily	leaf	beetles	munch	lily	leaves,	while	milkweed	beetles	damage	milkweed.6.	ChiggersMicroscopic	red	chiggers	bite	humans	after	living	in	vegetation.	Their	painful	bites	should	encourage	garden	protection.7.	Clover	MitesTiny	dark	red	clover	mites	stick	to	fertilized	lawns	and	plants.	Reduce	fertilizer	to
avoid	them.8.	TicksRed	ticks	need	blood	meals	from	pets,	wildlife,	and	humans	in	humid,	dense	areas.	Avoid	tick	habitates.9.	Seed	BugsRed	seed	bugs	like	boxelder	bugs	tap	plants	for	sap.	Manually	remove	them	or	use	insecticidal	soap	sprays.10.	Assassin	BugsBeneficial	assassin	bugs	eat	garden	pests.	But	some	species	bite	and	suck	blood,	requiring
removal.11.	Stink	BugsRedbanded	stink	bugs	attack	peas	but	show	pesticide	resistance.	Use	sweep	nets	for	physical	removal.12.	LadybugsFriendly	ladybugs	eat	aphids	and	other	soft-bodied	plant	pests.	Welcome	them	in	your	garden	habitat.Are	Red	Bugs	Harmful?Sap-sucking	red	bugs	like	aphids	stunt	growth,	while	beneficial	predators	like	ladybugs
control	pests.	Identify	species	before	removing	good	and	bad	bugs	differently.Ways	to	Get	Rid	of	Red	Bugs	NaturallyControl	infestations	using	these	organic	methods:Manual	removal:	Pick	bugs	off	by	hand	for	small	gardens.	Use	gloves	and	bags.Insecticidal	soaps:	Spray	plants	with	natural	soaps	containing	potassium	salts	of	fatty	acids.Neem	oil:
Extracted	from	the	neem	tree,	this	natural	oil	smothers	and	kills	soft-bodied	insects.Vinegar	or	alcohol:	Spray	mixtures	of	water	and	vinegar	or	alcohol	to	deter	red	bugs.	Avoid	plant	damage	from	overuse.Essential	oils:	Peppermint,	rosemary,	and	coriander	oil	repel	bugs	with	strong	scents.Predatory	insects:	Buy	and	release	ladybugs,	lacewings,
praying	mantis,	and	other	beneficial	predators.Water	hose:	Wash	plants	and	dislodge	mites,	aphids,	eggs,	and	larvae	with	strong	hose	pressure.Garden	fabric	row	covers:	Cover	crops	with	fabric	to	create	a	physical	barrier	against	pests.How	to	Prevent	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsStop	infestations	before	they	start	using	these	handy	tips:Remove	disease/bug-
ridden	plants	immediately	to	prevent	spreading.Check	for	bugs	daily	and	pick	off	any	found	by	hand.Spray	neem	oil	weekly	as	a	repellent	coating.Introduce	new	plants	in	separate	areas	before	mixing	with	others.Attract	beneficial	insects	like	ladybugs	with	nectar	plants.Avoid	over-fertilizing,	moisture	stress,	or	plant	wounds	that	draw	in	pests.Use
row	covers	over	seedlings	and	fruits	pre-bloom	when	pests	are	active.Rotate	annual	crops	in	different	beds	to	disrupt	pest	life	cycles.The	Bottom	LinePay	close	attention	and	act	swiftly	to	identify	and	control	red	bugs.	A	combination	of	mechanical,	physical,	and	biological	controls	keeps	these	plant	pests	at	bay	without	risky	pesticide	use.	Remove	the
worst	offenders	manually	while	encouraging	beneficial	predatory	species.	Keep	plants	vigorous	with	proper	care	and	timely	harvests.	With	smart	organic	solutions,	you	can	enjoy	pest-free	plants	thriving	happily	in	your	garden	once	more.What	do	spider	mites	look	like?Spider	mites	are	little	red	bugs.	Often,	they	can	be	found	living	on	the	backs	of
leaves.	Infected	leaves	will	begin	to	show	yellow	or	orange	spots	as	the	spider	mites	begin	to	sap	nutrients	from	them.	You	may	see	leaves	dotted	with	small	holes,	and	you	may	even	find	delicate	webbing	in	the	interior	of	your	plant.How	to	prevent	mealybugsSo,	whats	the	best	mealybug	control	to	avoid	that	white	fuzz	on	plants	in	the	first	place?	The
best	practice	to	prevent	mealybug	infestations	is	to	inspect	your	plants	often.	Mealybugs	are	hard	to	prevent	entirely,	but	a	couple	of	bugs	are	easy	to	get	rid	of.	A	couple	thousand	is	not	as	easy!	Neem	oil	can	be	used	preventively	as	well	as	for	treatment.	Spraying	plants	with	a	dilution	of	this	natural,	organic	oil	is	never	a	bad	idea.	Its	also	a	good
practice	to	let	new	plants	you	bring	home	spend	some	time	away	from	any	others	and	to	thoroughly	inspect	them	in	the	first	few	weeks.How	to	Get	Rid	of	Red	Spider	Mites	on	Plants	Red	Clover	Mites	on	PlantsFAQHow	do	I	get	rid	of	little	red	bugs	on	my	plants?Ladybugs	can	be	used	for	a	natural	solution,	but	for	a	quicker	fix,	soak	cotton	balls	in
rubbing	alcohol	and	wipe	the	plants	leaves	and	srems	with	it.	Leave	it	on	for	a	few	hours	and	then	rinse	the	plant	thouroughly	with	water.	That	should	kill	the	mites.How	do	I	get	rid	of	red	aphids	on	my	plants?Mix	one	tablespoon	of	mild	dish	soap	(like	the	kind	you	wash	dishes	with)	into	a	quart	of	water	and	spray	it	directly	on	the	aphids.	The	soap
coats	their	bodies	and	suffocates	them.	Just	avoid	using	harsh	soaps	that	might	harm	your	plants.	Companion	planting	is	a	great	way	to	keep	pests	at	bay	naturally.Are	red	bugs	harmful	to	plants?They	are	parasites	that	suck	the	sap	from	plants,	causing	wilt	and	weakening	the	plant	so	it	becomes	less	resistant	to	other	pests	that	can	kill	it.May	1,
2020How	do	you	get	rid	of	red	mites?Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	warm,	dry	conditions,	so	the	easiest	and	safest	way	to	get	rid	of	them	is	to	increase	humidity.	This	will	stop	them	from	being	able	to	reproduce,	which	will	quickly	stop	them	feeding	on	your	plants.	Discovering	tiny	red	bugs	on	plants	can	signify	a	bug	infestation.	Red	plant	bugs	like	clover
mites	and	spider	mites	can	be	so	tiny	they	are	difficult	to	spot	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	the	minuscule,	red-bodied	mites	can	be	so	numerous	that	they	look	like	pepper	on	the	underside	of	leaves.	While	the	red	bugs	wont	kill	plants,	they	can	weaken	plant	growth	and	cause	leaf	discoloration.	Spider	mites	and	clover	mites	are	not	the	only	tiny	red
bugs	that	can	infest	houseplants	or	ornamental	garden	shrubs.	Other	small	red	bugs	can	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Although	chiggers	wont	destroy	landscaping	plants,	they	can	give	you	a	nasty,	itchy	bite.This	article	is	a	guide	to	identifying	tiny	red	bugs	you	may	find	on	plants.	In	addition	to	descriptions	and	pictures	of	the	small	red	creatures,	youll
find	helpful	tips	on	getting	rid	of	the	nasty	bugs.Red	Bugs	on	Plants	That	Look	Like	Little	Red	SpidersHave	you	noticed	tiny	red	insect-like	creatures	with	a	round	or	pear-shaped	red	body	and	eight	legs?	If	so,	these	tiny	red	bugs	are	probably	red	spider	mites	or	clover	mites.	The	little	bugs	are	related	to	spiders	in	the	class	Arachnida.	They	have	eight
legs	and	an	oval,	reddish-brown	body.Identifying	bugs	that	look	like	tiny	red	spiders	is	challenging	due	to	their	minute	size.	It	usually	requires	examining	plant	leaves	under	a	magnifying	lens	to	spot	their	eight	legs,	round	body,	and	other	identifying	features.	This	can	make	it	challenging	to	tell	clover	mites	apart	from	spider	mites.Although	red	spider
mites	and	clover	mites	are	referred	to	as	bugs,	they	are	not	bugs	in	the	botanical	sense.	Scientifically,	bugs	are	sap-sucking	insects	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	Like	most	insects,	true	bugs	only	have	six	legs	and	jaw	parts	that	the	bugs	use	to	bite	into	plant	tissue.On	the	other	hand,	mites	are	not	classified	as	insects	as	they	have	eight	legs	and	dont	have
antennae	or	wings.	However,	because	clover	mites	and	spider	mites	are	common	plant	pests,	we	will	also	refer	to	them	as	bugs	in	this	article.Clover	Mites	on	Plants	(Bryobia	praetiosa)A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	clover	miteClover	mites	are	plant-feeding	pesky	creatures	with	reddish-brown	oval	bodies	and	eight	legs.	An	identifying	feature	of	red	clover
mites	is	their	two	long	front	legs	that	look	like	antennae.	Clover	mites	measure	0.03	to	0.033	(0.75	0.85	mm).	You	generally	find	them	on	grass,	but	they	can	venture	indoors	in	spring.The	life	cycle	of	clover	mites	starts	as	a	tiny	bright	red	egg,	usually	laid	in	clusters	of	several	eggs.	The	clover	mite	larva	is	also	bright	red	and	has	a	disc-shaped	body
and	six	legs.	As	the	tiny	red	bug	grows,	it	develops	two	more	legs.Adult	clover	mites	have	a	reddish-brown	to	dark	greenish-brown	color.	They	tend	to	feed	on	turfgrass,	ornamental	flowers,	impatiens,	dandelions,	and	daffodils.	Typically,	the	tiny	red	creatures	dont	significantly	damage	plants	in	the	yard.However,	red	clover	mites	can	cause	damage	in
gardens	if	their	population	increases.	You	may	notice	signs	of	clover	mite	damage	as	large	brown	patches	in	lawns.	Or	the	red	mite	plant	damage	can	result	in	wilting	foliage	that	turns	yellow	or	brown.Clover	mites	can	become	a	nuisance	in	homes	in	spring	after	heavy	rains	or	when	the	weather	turns	cooler.	The	annoying	red	bugs	look	like	tiny	dark
red	spots	moving	around	windows,	doors,	and	walls.	Although	the	red	pests	dont	bite,	feed	on	fabric,	or	transmit	diseases,	they	leave	behind	red	stains	when	crushed.The	good	news	with	these	irritating	creatures	is	that	the	red	stains	arent	because	they	suck	blood.	Instead,	its	due	to	the	red	pigments	their	body	fluids	contain.	However,	this	can	make
it	easy	to	confuse	infestations	of	clover	mites	with	bed	bugs	or	other	blood-sucking	insects.Tiny	red	bug	identificationClover	mites	are	identified	as	reddish-brown	creatures	with	an	oval	body	and	eight	legs.	A	characteristic	trait	of	the	red	mites	is	their	two	extended	front	legs	which	help	distinguish	them	from	other	mites.	Indoors,	the	tiny	reddish
bugs	look	like	dark	pepper	marks	moving	over	walls.Because	clover	mites	are	so	tiny,	identifying	them	indoors	can	be	challenging.	Therefore,	if	you	notice	little	reddish-black	dots	on	walls	or	near	windows,	crush	a	few.	You	can	quickly	identify	the	mites	if	they	leave	behind	a	red	stain.How	to	prevent	clover	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	prevent
clover	mites	from	invading	your	home	is	to	avoid	having	shrubs,	plants,	or	lawn	grass	too	close	to	the	foundation.	Keeping	a	2-foot	(60	cm)	gap	between	vegetation	and	the	building	deters	the	tiny	mite	from	venturing	further.To	increase	the	barriers	effectiveness,	you	can	put	a	layer	of	pea	gravel	around	the	foundation	line.	If	you	decide	to	have
foundation	shrubs	near	your	home,	try	to	ensure	that	the	branches	and	foliage	dont	touch	the	building.Another	way	to	prevent	clover	mites	is	to	avoid	over-fertilizing	your	lawn.	Too	much	nitrogen	in	turfgrass	can	cause	populations	of	clover	mites	to	increase.	Additionally,	mow	your	lawn	to	the	ideal	height	of	3	to	4	(7.5	10	cm).How	to	get	rid	of	clover
mitesClover	mites	are	challenging	to	eradicate	because	they	leave	behind	annoying	red	stains	if	you	squish	them.Therefore,	the	best	method	of	killing	the	pests	is	to	use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	Vacuum	all	areas	where	you	have	spotted	clover	mite	activity.	Then	seal	the	dust	bag	in	a	plastic	bag	and	put	it	in	the	trash	to	prevent	a	further	infestation.If	you
discover	clover	mites	crawling	on	the	side	of	your	house,	you	can	wash	them	off	with	a	hose	to	stop	them	from	entering	your	home.Tiny	Red	Spider	Mites	(Tetranychus	urticae)Red	spider	mites	on	a	leaf	undersideRed	spider	mites	are	plant-feeding	pests	with	red	or	orange	oval	bodies	and	eight	translucent	legs.	Like	clover	mites,	spider	mites	are	too
tiny	to	identify	with	the	naked	eye.	However,	under	a	microscope,	youll	see	they	have	an	oval	body	and	eight	spiny	legs.A	close	up	picture	of	a	red	spider	miteThese	tiny	orangey-red	spider	mites	measure	around	0.0015	(0.4	mm),	and	they	have	an	elliptical	body	with	spines	on	their	backs.Because	of	their	minute	size,	red	spider	mites	are	almost
impossible	to	see.	The	most	obvious	signs	of	the	red	bugs	on	plants	are	tell-tale	webbing	or	string-like	silky	strands	dangling	from	leaves.	However,	a	large	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	may	look	like	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	under	plant	foliage.A	red	spider	mites	life	cycle	starts	as	a	tiny	egg	attached	to	webbing	between	leaves	and	stems.	After
hatching,	the	larvae	quickly	develop	into	adults	and	start	feeding	on	plant	tissue.Red	spider	mites	bite	into	plant	tissue	with	their	piercing	mouthparts	and	then	suck	sap	from	plants.	Spider	mite	plant	damage	can	cause	leaves	to	turn	yellow	or	brown,	and	flower	petals	may	wither.	A	severe	red	spider	mite	infestation	can	result	in	complete	plant
defoliation.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	hot,	dry,	dusty	conditions.	On	ornamental	plants	and	shrubs,	spider	mites	are	common	during	summer	and	fall,	especially	if	there	is	little	rainfall.	Because	they	are	so	tiny,	large	populations	can	develop	before	you	realize	you	have	a	problem.Infestations	of	red	spider	mites	also	occur	on	houseplants.	The	pesky	red
bugs	get	into	the	house	if	you	buy	infested	plants	from	the	garden	center.	Additionally,	houseplants	that	are	kept	outdoors	during	the	summer	could	develop	problems	with	spider	mites.	Therefore,	always	inspect	plants	when	you	bring	them	indoors.One	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites	on	houseplants	is	to	put	a	sheet	of	white	paper	under	the	leaves.
Then	gently	tap	on	the	foliage	and	stems	to	see	if	any	bugs	drop.	You	can	also	thoroughly	inspect	the	underside	of	leaves	for	signs	of	characteristic	red	spider	mite	webbing.Tiny	red	bug	identificationYou	can	identify	red	spider	mites	using	a	10x	or	15x	magnifying	lens.	To	do	this,	inspect	plant	foliage	for	tiny	orange-red	creatures	with	oval	bodies.	The
red	bugs	also	have	translucent	legs	and	soft	setae	covering	their	back	and	legs.However,	their	distinctive	webbing	is	the	easiest	way	to	identify	red	spider	mites.	Look	for	the	strands	of	silky	webbing	on	plant	foliage	that	the	little	red	arthropods	spin.	If	numbers	are	large,	you	will	notice	clusters	of	tiny	red	dots	that	look	like	pinpricks.How	to	prevent
red	spider	mites	in	the	homeThe	best	way	to	avoid	an	infestation	of	red	spider	mites	is	to	prevent	them	from	getting	into	your	home.	Therefore,	always	be	in	the	habit	of	inspecting	new	houseplants	thoroughly	for	signs	of	spider	mite	activity.	Its	also	a	good	idea	to	wipe	leaves	regularly	or	spray	plants.Red	spider	mites	thrive	in	dry	conditions.
Therefore,	keeping	houseplants	properly	watered	and	ensuring	adequate	humidity	for	plants	can	help	prevent	the	tiny	red	bugs	from	becoming	a	significant	problem.How	to	get	rid	of	red	spider	mitesSuppose	you	notice	identifying	signs	of	red	spider	mite	activity.	In	that	case,	acting	without	delay	is	crucial	to	rid	your	ornamental	shrubs	and
houseplants	of	plant-destroying	pests.	Here	are	some	tips	on	getting	rid	of	red	spider	mites	for	good.To	get	rid	of	red	spider	mites	on	outdoor	plants,	spray	the	shrub	foliage	with	sharp	blasts	of	water	from	the	garden	hose.	This	should	be	enough	to	dislodge	them.	If	the	infestation	appears	significantly	large,	you	could	prune	and	destroy	the	affected
stems	and	branches.To	eliminate	red	bugs	from	indoor	plants,	use	a	homemade	neem	oil	spray.	Mix	2	tsp.	organic	neem	oil	and	1	tsp.	liquid	Castile	soap	with	a	quart	(1	l)	of	warm	water	in	a	spray	bottle.	Shake	well,	and	liberally	spay	your	houseplant	foliage	to	get	rid	of	all	types	of	bugs	for	good.	Apply	every	seven	days	for	best	results.Related
reading:	How	to	kill	red	spider	mites	on	plants.Small	Red	Bugs	on	PlantsBesides	clover	mites	and	red	spider	mites	on	plants,	other	kinds	of	tiny	red	pests	could	be	chiggers	or	red	aphids.	Here	is	helpful	information	on	identifying	other	red	bugs	on	your	plants.Chiggers	(Trombicula)A	close	up	image	of	a	berry	bug	/	chigger	(Trombicula
autumnalis)Chiggers	are	tiny	red	arachnids	with	deep	red	pear-shaped	bodies	and	eight	legs.	The	red	mites	are	so	small	they	are	described	as	microscopic	and	only	measure	0.016	(0.4	mm).	Like	many	kinds	of	mites,	the	tiny	red	creatures	have	two	protruding	front	legs	that	look	like	antennae.Adult	chiggers	are	typically	found	in	damp	grasslands	and
forested	areas.	However,	they	may	feed	on	weeds,	low-growing	ornamental	plants,	and	other	vegetation.Adult	chiggers	are	rarely	bothersome	to	humans.	But	its	chigger	larvae	that	cause	pimple-like	bumps,	hives,	and	itchy	skin	rashes.	Red	chigger	larvae	dont	bite	humans.	Instead,	they	form	a	hole	in	the	skin	by	injecting	digestive	enzymes.	They
then	chew	on	the	inner	skin,	causing	severe	itching	and	sometimes	pain.Tiny	red	bug	identificationUnder	the	microscope,	chiggers	look	like	red	tear-shaped	bugs,	sometimes	with	dark	patterns	on	their	back.	They	have	smooth	bodies	and	eight	segmented	legs.	Without	aid,	chiggers	are	incredibly	difficult	to	spot.How	to	get	rid	of	chiggersThe	best
way	to	eliminate	chiggers	is	to	create	unfavorable	conditions	in	your	yard.	Chiggers	thrive	in	long	grassy	areas	that	are	constantly	moist.	Therefore,	keeping	grass	relatively	short	and	removing	weeds	can	help	prevent	them	from	multiplying.To	prevent	chigger	bites,	its	best	to	use	an	insect	repellant	and	wear	long	clothing.	This	will	also	prevent	you
from	getting	ticks	or	other	nasty	insect	bites.Tiny	Red	Aphids	on	Plants	(Aphidoidea)A	close	up	picture	of	red	aphid	on	a	leafRed	aphids	are	tiny	red	bugs	with	six	legs	and	piercing	jaws	they	use	to	suck	sap	from	plants.	The	little	orange-red	pear-shaped	bugs	have	black	and	yellowish	legs,	two	antennae,	and	two	short	protrusions	at	their	rear	end.	The
small,	red	soft-bodied	insects	grow	0.78	to	0.15	(2	to	4	mm)	long.Unlike	spider	mites,	clover	mites,	and	chiggers,	red	aphids	are	a	true	type	of	bug	in	the	order	Hemiptera.	You	will	often	find	the	destructive	tiny	red	pests	on	the	underside	of	leaves,	where	they	feed	on	the	juice	of	soft	plant	tissue.Red	aphids	on	plantsUnfortunately,	red	aphids	can
cause	tremendous	plant	damage.	Aphid	activity	on	plants	can	result	in	stunted	growth,	yellowing	foliage,	and	wilting	leaves.	In	some	cases,	a	red	aphid	infestation	can	kill	plants.	In	addition,	the	sap-sucking	nature	of	aphids	weakens	plant	growth,	making	plants	more	susceptible	to	disease.Another	issue	caused	by	red	aphids	is	the	honeydew	they
secrete.	This	can	cause	secondary	plant	damage,	including	fungal	infections	and	black	sooty	mold.Tiny	red	bug	identificationRed	aphids	are	identified	by	their	orangey-red	bodies,	black	and	yellow	legs,	and	two	stumpy	protrusions	at	their	rear.	Aphids	are	so	tiny	that	they	are	most	noticeable	when	in	groups.	Identifying	signs	of	aphid	plant	damage
are	poor	growth	and	yellow,	wilting	foliage.How	to	get	rid	of	red	aphidsEliminating	red	aphids	for	good	is	challenging	because	they	breed	rapidly.	Therefore,	using	a	multi-system	approach	is	vital	to	disrupt	their	life	cycle	and	prevent	them	from	breeding.	Here	are	some	ideas	on	how	to	kill	aphids	from	outdoor	plants	and	houseplants.To	get	rid	of	red
aphids	from	garden	plants,	use	the	garden	hose	to	blast	them	from	foliage.	Then,	try	to	rinse	the	shrubs,	trees,	and	ornamental	plants	every	few	days	to	keep	an	infestation	at	bay.	Similarly,	you	could	rinse	houseplants	under	the	shower	to	remove	them	from	foliage.To	eradicate	red	aphids	from	houseplants,	try	using	a	homemade	soap	spray.	To	make
the	aphid	soap	spray,	fill	a	1-quart	(1	l)	spray	bottle	with	water	and	add	two	teaspoons	of	liquid	Castile	soap.	Spray	the	soapy	solution	liberally	on	foliage	and	wipe	with	a	soft	sponge.Alternatively,	you	could	also	kill	red	aphids	using	a	neem	oil	spray	or	wiping	plant	leaves	with	a	diluted	rubbing	alcohol	solution.Related	articles:Small	Black	Bugs	on
PlantsGreen	Bugs	on	PlantsWhite	Bugs	on	PlantsTiny	Red	Bugs	on	Plants	(With	Pictures)	Identification	and	Control	was	last	modified:	August	11th,	2022	by	Jessica	Nolan,	Gardening	Expert	
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