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VMware	Desktop	Hypervisor	products	Fusion	and	Workstation	are	used	by	millions	of	people	every	day	to	run	virtual	machines	on	their	Windows,	Linux	and	Mac	computers.	They	give	users	the	ability	to	quickly	and	easily	build	local	virtual	environments	to	install	other	operating	systems,	learn	about	technology,	build	and	test	software,	complex
systems,	browsers,	apps,	games,	and	more.	For	many	in	our	community,	Workstation	and	Fusion	are	the	first	VMware	products	that	theyve	ever	used,	and	its	an	important	tool	for	understanding	Virtualization	as	well	as	the	fundamentals	of	vSphere.	Going	beyond	that,	commercial	organizations	get	value	from	VMware	Desktop	Hypervisor	apps	for	a
number	of	reasons	including	development	and	testing	of	apps	and	systems	and	interacting	with	their	vSphere	environments.	As	we	complete	the	integration	of	Fusion	and	Workstation	into	Broadcom,	I	wanted	to	share	with	the	community	some	changes	to	our	product	lineup	and	how	we	deliver	them	to	our	community.	Weve	been	diligently	working	on
important	changes	to	our	product	lineup	to	provide	ongoing,	lasting	value	to	our	customers	and	to	the	VMware	community	at	large,	and	were	thrilled	to	be	able	to	share	with	our	community	the	next	steps	in	our	plan	for	the	future	of	VMware	Desktop	Hypervisor	apps.	Our	goal	with	these	changes	has	been	to	simplify	how	we	bring	VMware	Desktop
Hypervisor	apps	to	market,	while	maintaining	our	support	of	the	broader	community	of	VMware	Workstation	and	Fusion	users	of	both	free	and	paid	products.	So	lets	dig	into	this	simplification	and	more	importantly,	what	this	means	to	you	as	customers.	The	most	exciting	part	is	that	Fusion	Pro	and	Workstation	Pro	will	now	have	two	license	models.
We	now	provide	a	Free	Personal	Use	or	a	Paid	Commercial	Use	subscription	for	our	Pro	apps.	Users	will	decide	based	on	their	use	case	whether	a	commercial	subscription	is	required.	This	means	that	everyday	users	who	want	a	virtual	lab	on	their	Mac,	Windows	or	Linux	computer	can	do	so	for	free	simply	by	registering	and	downloading	the	bits
from	the	new	download	portal	located	at	support.broadcom.com	VMware	Fusion	Pro	Download	VMware	Workstation	Pro	Download	Customers	who	use	Fusion	and	Workstation	at/for	work	require	a	paid	commercial	subscription,	which	can	be	purchased	through	an	authorized	Broadcom	Advantage	partner.	More	on	that	below.	With	our	fully	featured
Pro	products	being	made	free	for	personal	use	and	paid	for	commercial	use,	we	are	discontinuing	their	lesser	counterparts	VMware	Workstation	Player	and	VMware	Fusion	Player.	At	this	time	they	will	no	longer	be	available	for	purchase.	Users	of	our	Personal	Use	Player	products	can	upgrade	to	the	more	full-featured	Pro	versions	without	any	cost.
Workstation	Player	will	continue	to	be	bundled	with	Workstation	Pro	just	as	it	is	today,	so	as	an	app	it	will	continue.	Users	with	Fusion	Player	personal	use	licenses	can	simply	update	to	Fusion	13.5.2	and	delete	your	license	key.	You	must	update	to	13.5.2,	but	removing	the	existing	Player	key	will	unlock	the	full	Pro	for	Personal	Use	licensing	without
needing	any	additional	keys.	Here	is	a	simple	KB	that	describes	what	to	do:	For	Workstation	Player	for	Windows	and	Linux,	Workstation	Pro	requires	a	new	download	and	install	but	is	licensed	for	Personal	Use	by	default.	You	will	need	a	customer	account	at	support.broadcom.com	to	access	downloads.	Customers	of	Fusion	Player	13	and	Workstation
Player	17	with	commercial	licenses	will	continue	to	see	their	products	function	and	no	new	license	keys	are	required	for	continued	use	of	these	versions.	Once	the	active	support	term	expires,	customers	are	encouraged	to	upgrade	to	the	Pro	version	of	these	products	for	continued	support	and	updates.	Fusion	Player	and	Workstation	Player	will
continue	to	be	supported	for	existing	customers	in	alignment	with	their	existing	EOL	and	EOGS	dates.	All	active	customer	accounts	and	associated	active	entitlements/licenses	have	been	migrated	to	Broadcoms	customer	portal,	so	existing	license	keys	will	now	be	found	there.	With	the	new	commercial	model,	we	have	reduced	our	product	group
offerings	down	to	a	single	SKU	for	users	who	require	commercial	use	licensing.	This	simplification	eliminates	40+	other	SKUs	and	makes	quoting	and	purchasing	VMware	Desktop	Hypervisor	apps,	Fusion	Pro	and	Workstation	Pro,	easier	than	ever.	The	new	Desktop	Hypervisor	app	subscription	can	be	purchased	from	any	Broadcom	Advantage
partner.	If	you	dont	currently	have	a	Broadcom	partner,	we	have	brought	on	a	new	reseller,	Digital	River,	to	support	customers	without	needing	a	pre-existing	commercial	account.	The	VMware	Desktop	Hypervisor	subscription	is	sold	for	$120/year	and	can	be	purchased	from	the	new	online	store	located	here:	The	new	paid	subscription	provides
entitlement	to	use	Fusion	Pro	and	Workstation	Pro	for	commercial	purposes	subject	to	the	terms	and	conditions	outlined	in	our	Specific	Program	Documentation	(Available	here).	Subscriptions	provide	continued	product	updates,	both	major	and	minor,	for	the	duration	of	the	subscription	term.	When	a	major	version	is	released	requiring	a	new	license
key,	customers	will	be	able	to	generate	appropriate	new	keys	within	their	Broadcom	customer	portal,	much	like	how	it	worked	in	the	past	for	customers	with	active	SnS.	In	alignment	with	Broadcoms	practices,	commercial	customers	will	also	receive	support	via	the	partner	they	purchased	from.	The	text	This	product	is	licensed	for	personal	use	only
within	the	product	user	interface	is	not	present	when	a	commercial	license	is	used.	There	are	otherwise	no	functional	differences.	For	more	information,	please	refer	to	the	following	KB	article:	So	often	when	we	are	out	meeting	the	community,	we	hear	about	the	value	that	Workstation,	and	later	Fusion,	have	brought	to	the	VMware	community	over
the	past	25	years	is	immeasurable.	Workstations	heritage	reaches	back	to	the	very	first	product	that	the	company	ever	shipped,	ubiquitous	with	the	name	VMware	even	to	this	day.	To	that	end,	were	thrilled	to	continue	the	legacy	that	has	built	so	many	careers	and	enriched	the	lives	of	so	many.	Theres	never	been	a	better	time	to	run	local	VMware
virtual	machines!	To	discuss	the	changes,	I	recently	went	on	a	couple	podcasts	with	my	good	friends	Duncan,	John	and	Pete!	VMware	Workstation	Player	+	Fusion	Player	Transition	Heres	a	look	at	your	options	going	forward	if	you	are	a	user	of	our	Player	products.	Current	ProductGoing	ForwardWorkstation	Player	(personal)Download	and	install	the
Workstation	Pro	personal	use	product.	Workstation	Player	will	continue	to	be	bundled	with	Workstation	Pro	just	as	it	is	today.Fusion	Player	(personal)Update	to	Fusion	13.5.2	and	delete	your	license	key	file.	This	will	remove	the	Player	functionality	limitation	and	unlock	the	Pro	for	Personal	Use	functionality	without	needing	any	additional	keys.	Here
is	a	KB	describing	what	to	do:	Player	13	and	Workstation	Player	17	(commercial	license)Player	Products	will	continue	to	function,	no	new	license	keys	are	required.	Products	will	continue	to	be	supported	for	existing	customers	in	alignment	with	their	existing	End	of	Life	and	End	of	General	Support	dates	(for	more	information	visit	here)Recommended
upgrade	to	Pro	products	going	forward	for	continued	support	and	product	enhancements.	Multi-cloud	service	provider	for	all	appsThis	article	is	about	the	company.	For	the	hypervisor,	see	VMware	Workstation.	For	the	discontinued	free	hypervisor,	see	VMware	Workstation	Player.For	the	mainframe	software	company	founded	in	the	1980s,	see	VM
Software.VMware	LLCEntrance	to	campus	headquarters,	Palo	Alto,	CaliforniaFormerlyVMware,	Inc.	(19982023)Company	typeSubsidiaryTraded	asNYSE:VMW	(20072023)IndustryCloud	computingVirtualizationComputer	softwareFoundedFebruary10,	1998;	27	years	ago(1998-02-10)Palo	Alto,	California,	U.S.FoundersMendel	RosenblumDiane
GreeneScott	DevineEllen	WangEdouard	BugnionHeadquartersStanford	Research	ParkPalo	Alto,	California,	U.S.Key	peopleRaghu	Raghuram	(CEO)ProductsESXiFusionHorizonInfrastructurePlayerThinAppvSphereRevenue	US$13.4	billion	(2023)Operating	income	US$2.0	billion	(2023)Net	income	US$1.3	billion	(2023)Total	assets	US$31.2	billion
(2023)Total	equity	US$1.5	billion	(2023)Number	of	employees38,300	(2023)ParentBroadcomASN53766Websitevmware.comFootnotes/	referencesFinancials	as	of	February3,	2023[update][1]VMware	LLC	is	an	American	cloud	computing	and	virtualization	technology	company	headquartered	in	Palo	Alto,	California.[2]	VMware	was	the	first
commercially	successful	company	to	virtualize	the	x86	architecture.[3]VMware's	desktop	software	runs	on	Microsoft	Windows,	Linux,	and	macOS.	VMware	ESXi,	its	enterprise	software	hypervisor,	is	an	operating	system[4]	that	runs	on	server	hardware.[5]On	November	22,	2023,	Broadcom	Inc.	acquired	VMware	in	a	cash-and-stock	transaction	valued
at	US$69	billion,[6]	with	the	End-User	Computing	(EUC)	division	of	VMware	then	sold	to	KKR	and	rebranded	to	Omnissa.Original	logo	from	1998	to	2009In	1998,[7]	VMware	was	founded	by	Diane	Greene,	Mendel	Rosenblum,	Scott	Devine,	Ellen	Wang,	and	Edouard	Bugnion.[8]	Greene	and	Rosenblum	were	graduate	students	at	the	University	of
California,	Berkeley.[9]	Edouard	Bugnion	remained	the	chief	architect	and	CTO	of	VMware	until	2005[10]	and	went	on	to	found	Nuova	Systems	(now	part	of	Cisco).	VMware	operated	in	stealth	mode	for	the	first	year,	with	roughly	20	employees	by	the	end	of	1998.	The	company	was	launched	officially	early	in	the	second	year,	in	February	1999,	at	the
DEMO	conference	organized	by	Chris	Shipley.[11]	The	first	product,	VMware	Workstation,	was	delivered	in	May	1999,	and	the	company	entered	the	server	market	in	2001	with	VMware	GSX	Server	(hosted)	and	VMware	ESX	Server	(host-less).[11][12]In	2003,	VMware	launched	VMware	Virtual	Center,	vMotion,	and	Virtual	Symmetric	Multi-
Processing	(SMP)	technology.	64-bit	support	was	introduced	in	2004.On	January	9,	2004,	under	the	terms	of	the	definitive	agreement	announced	on	December	15,	2003,	EMC	(now	Dell	EMC)	acquired	the	company	with	US$625	million	in	cash.[13][14]	On	August	14,	2007,	EMC	sold	15%	of	VMware	to	the	public	via	an	initial	public	offering.	Shares
were	priced	at	US$29	per	share	and	closed	the	day	at	US$51.[15][16]On	July	8,	2008,	after	disappointing	financial	performance,	the	board	of	directors	fired	VMware	co-founder,	president	and	CEO	Diane	Greene,	who	was	replaced	by	Paul	Maritz,	a	14-year	Microsoft	veteran	who	was	heading	EMC's	cloud	computing	business	unit.[17]	Greene	had
been	CEO	since	the	company's	founding,	ten	years	earlier.[18]	On	September	10,	2008,	Mendel	Rosenblum,	the	company's	co-founder,	chief	scientist,	and	the	husband	of	Diane	Greene,	resigned.[19]On	September	16,	2008,	VMware	announced	a	collaboration	with	Cisco	Systems.[20]	One	result	was	the	Cisco	Nexus	1000V,	a	distributed	virtual
software	switch,	an	integrated	option	in	the	VMware	infrastructure.[21]In	April	2011,	EMC	transferred	control	of	the	Mozy	backup	service	to	VMware.[22]On	April	12,	2011,	VMware	released	an	open-source	platform-as-a-service	system	called	Cloud	Foundry,	as	well	as	a	hosted	version	of	the	service.	This	supported	application	deployment	for	Java,
Ruby	on	Rails,	Sinatra,	Node.js,	and	Scala,	as	well	as	database	support	for	MySQL,	MongoDB,	Redis,	PostgreSQL,	and	RabbitMQ.[23][24]In	August	2012,	Pat	Gelsinger	was	appointed	as	the	new	CEO	of	VMware,	coming	over	from	EMC.	Paul	Maritz	went	over	to	EMC	as	Head	of	Strategy	before	moving	on	to	lead	the	Pivotal	spin-off.[25]In	March	2013,
VMware	announced	the	corporate	spin-off	of	Pivotal	Software,	with	General	Electric	investing	in	the	company.	Most	of	VMware's	application-	and	developer-oriented	products,	including	Spring,	tc	Server,	Cloud	Foundry,	RabbitMQ,	GemFire,	and	SQLFire	were	transferred	to	this	organization.[26]In	May	2013,	VMware	launched	its	own	IaaS	service,
vCloud	Hybrid	Service,	at	its	new	Palo	Alto	headquarters	(vCloud	Hybrid	Service	was	rebranded	vCloud	Air	and	later	sold	to	cloud	provider	OVH),	announcing	an	early	access	program	in	a	Las	Vegas	data	center.	The	service	is	designed	to	function	as	an	extension	of	its	customer's	existing	vSphere	installations,	with	full	compatibility	with	existing
virtual	machines	virtualized	with	VMware	software	and	tightly	integrated	networking.	The	service	is	based	on	vCloud	Director	5.1/vSphere	5.1.[27]In	September	2013,	at	VMworld	San	Francisco,	VMware	announced	the	general	availability	of	vCloud	Hybrid	Service	and	expansion	to	Sterling,	Virginia,	Santa	Clara,	California,	Dallas,	Texas,	and	a
service	beta	in	the	UK.	It	announced	the	acquisition	of	Desktone	in	October	2013.[28]In	January	2016,	in	anticipation	of	Dell's	acquisition	of	EMC,	VMware	announced	a	restructuring	to	reduce	about	800	positions,	and	some	executives	resigned.[29][30][31][32][33]	The	entire	development	team	behind	VMware	Workstation	and	Fusion	was	disbanded
and	all	US	developers	were	immediately	fired.[29][30][31][33]	On	April	24,	2016,	maintenance	release	12.1.1	was	released.	On	September	8,	2016,	VMware	announced	the	release	of	Workstation	12.5	and	Fusion	8.5	as	a	free	upgrade	supporting	Windows	10	and	Windows	Server	2016.[34]In	April	2016,	VMware	president	and	COO	Carl	Eschenbach
left	VMware	to	join	Sequoia	Capital,	and	Martin	Casado,	VMware's	general	manager	for	its	Networking	and	Security	business,	left	to	join	Andreessen	Horowitz.	Analysts	commented	that	the	cultures	at	Dell	and	EMC,	and	at	EMC	and	VMware,	are	different,	and	said	that	they	had	heard	that	impending	corporate	cultural	collisions	and	potentially
radical	product	overlap	pruning,	would	cause	many	EMC	and	VMware	personnel	to	leave;[35]	VMware	CEO	Pat	Gelsinger,	following	rumors,	categorically	denied	that	he	would	leave.[36][32]In	August	2016	VMware	introduced	the	VMware	Cloud	Provider	website.[37]Mozy	was	transferred	to	Dell	in	2016	after	the	merger	of	Dell	and	EMC.[38]In	April
2017,	according	to	Glassdoor,	VMware	was	ranked	3rd	on	the	list	of	highest	paying	companies	in	the	United	States.[39]In	Q2	2017,	VMware	sold	vCloud	Air	to	French	cloud	service	provider	OVH.[40]On	January	13,	2021,	VMware	announced	that	CEO	Pat	Gelsinger	would	be	leaving	to	step	in	at	Intel.[41]	Intel	is	where	Gelsinger	spent	30	years	of	his
career	and	was	Intel's	first	chief	technology	officer.	CFO	Zane	Rowe	became	interim	CEO	while	the	board	searched	for	a	replacement.On	April	15,	2021,	it	was	reported	that	Dell	would	spin	off	its	remaining	stake	in	VMware	to	shareholders	and	that	the	two	companies	would	continue	to	operate	without	major	changes	for	at	least	five	years.[42]	The
spinoff	was	completed	on	November	1,	2021.[43]On	May	12,	2021,	VMware	announced	that	Raghu	Raghuram	would	take	over	as	CEO.[44]In	May	2022,	VMware	announced	that	the	company	had	partnered	with	Formula	One	motor	racing	team,	McLaren	Racing.[45]On	May	26,	2022,	Broadcom	announced	its	intention	to	acquire	VMware	for
approximately	$61billion	in	cash	and	stock	in	addition	to	assuming	$8billion	of	VMware's	net	debt,	and	that	Broadcom	Software	Group	would	rebrand	and	operate	as	VMware.[46][47]In	November	2022,	the	UK's	Competition	and	Markets	Authority	regulator	announced	it	would	investigate	whether	the	acquisition	would	"result	in	a	substantial
lessening	of	competition	within	any	market	or	markets	in	the	United	Kingdom	for	goods	or	services".[48][49]The	transaction	closed	on	November	22,	2023,[6]	after	a	prolonged	delay	in	getting	approval	from	the	Chinese	regulator	on	an	additional	condition	that	VMware's	server	software	should	maintain	compatibility	with	third-party	hardware	and
not	require	the	use	of	Broadcom's	hardware	products.[50][51]	On	completion,	Broadcom	reorganized	the	company	into	four	divisions:	VMware	Cloud	Foundation,	Tanzu,	Software-Defined	Edge,	and	Application	Networking	and	Security,[52]	and	subsequently	laid	off	over	2,800	employees.[53]	Broadcom	also	relocated	its	headquarters	from	North	San
Jose	to	VMware's	headquarters	campus	in	Palo	Alto.[54]On	December	13,	2023,	VMware	ended	availability	for	perpetually	licensed	products	such	as	vSphere	and	Cloud	Foundation,	moving	exclusively	to	subscription-based	offerings.	The	company	stated	that	this	had	been	planned	as	an	eventuality	prior	to	the	Broadcom	acquisition.[55]In	February
2024	private	equity	firm	KKR	and	Broadcom	agreed	for	KKR	to	acquire	Broadcom's	End-User	Computing	(EUC)	Division,	formerly	a	division	of	VMware,	for	about	$4billion.[56]	The	EUC	division,	renamed	to	Omnissa,	includes	the	desktop	and	app	virtualization	product	Horizon	and	the	device	management	suite	Workspace	ONE	UEM	(formerly
AirWatch).On	May	14,	2024,	it	was	announced	that	VMware	Workstation	Pro	and	VMware	Fusion	Pro	would	be	made	free	for	personal	use,	with	commercial	use	still	requiring	payment.[57]	In	November	2024,	VMware	announced	that	commercial	use	would	be	free	too.[58]Announcement	dateCompanyDescriptionRef(s).October	2005Asset
Optimization	GroupSpecialized	in	capacity	planning.[59]June	2006Akimbi	SystemsSpecialized	in	lab	management.[60]April	2007ProperoLondon-based	VDI	provider.[61]September	2007Dunes	TechnologiesVMware	acquired	the	Switzerland-based	company	for	an	undisclosed	sum.[62][63]October	2007SciantVMware	acquired	the	Bulgaria-based
outsourcing	company	for	an	undisclosed	sum.January	2,	2008FoedusVMware	acquired	the	New	Hampshire	(U.S.)	based	professional	services	company	for	an	undisclosed	sum.July	2008B-hive	NetworksVMware	acquired	the	Israel-based	start-up	for	an	undisclosed	sum.	Following	the	acquisition	VMware	opened	an	R&D	center	in	Israel,	based	initially
on	B-Hive's	facilities	and	team	in	Israel.[64]October	2008Trango	Virtual	ProcessorsWas	a	Grenoble-based	ARM	hypervisor	developer.[65][66]October	2008Blue	Lane	TechnologiesVirtual	firewall.	Was	integrated	into	vCloud	networking	but	ultimately	replaced	by	the	much	broader	NSX	virtual	networking	capabilities.[67]November	26,	2008Tungsten
GraphicsCore	expertise	in	3D	graphics	driver	development.[68]August	10,	2009SpringSourceInventors	of	Spring	Java	open	source,	the	most	popular	enterprise	Java	app	framework	for	building	web	apps	and	microservices.	The	acquisition	expanded	VMware's	education	services	to	include	SpringSource	University	and	its	authorized	training	partners
such	as	Spring	People	in	India.	Spring	became	part	of	the	Pivotal	Software	spin-out,	spin-in.[69][70]January	12,	2010Zimbra	(software)Open	source	email	system	looking	to	challenge	Exchange	et	al.	Acquired	from	Yahoo	and	(later	sold	in	July	2013	to	Telligent	Systems).[71]May	6,	2010GemStone	SystemsA	highly	scalable,	distributed	in-memory
database.	The	Java	product	was	included	in	the	Pivotal	spin-out	and	ultimately	open	sourced	as	Apache	Geode.	The	Smalltalk	product	was	bought	by	GemTalk	Systems.[72]Jan	2011NeoAccel	IncIncorporated	into	NSX.[73]April	26,	2011SlideRocketA	startup	which	developed	a	SaaS	application	for	building	business	presentations	that	are	stored	online.
Through	a	Web-based	interface,	users	can	handle	all	parts	of	the	process,	from	designing	slides	and	compiling	content,	to	reviewing	documents	and	publishing	and	delivering	them.	VMware	subsequently	sold	SlideRocket	to	ClearSlide	on	March	5,	2013.[74][75]May	31,	2011Socialcast"Like	Facebook,	but	private	and	for	your	own	employees".
Enterprise	Social	Networking	and	Collaboration.[76][77]August	2011PacketMotionUser	Activity	Monitoring	startup.	Its	PacketSentry	product	was	planned	to	be	incorporated	into	VMware	vCloud	Networking	and	Security	but	then	it	was	discontinued	by	the	end	of	2012.[78][79]May	22,	2012Wanova[80]July	2,	2012DynamicOpsA	cloud	management
system	originally	spun	out	of	Credit	Suisse.	VMware	rebranded	products	as	vRealize	Automation	and	vRealize	Orchestrator,	and	ultimately	incorporated	into	the	vRealize	Suitenow	branded	as	VMware	Aria	Automation.[81][82]July	23,	2012NiciraSoftware	for	network	virtualization,	rebranded	as	VMware	NSX.	Acquired	for	$1.2	billion.	Nicira	was
founded	in	2007	by	Martin	Casado,	Nick	McKeown	and	Scott	Shenker.[83][84][85][86]February	11,	2013Virsto[87][88][89]October	15,	2013DesktoneDesktop-as-a-service	provider[90][91]January	22,	2014AirWatch	and	Wandering	WiFiSystem	for	managing	the	security,	audit	and	configuration	of	mobile	devices	in	enterprises.	Acquired	for	US$1.54
billion.[92][93][94]March	6,	2014ThirdSkyITIL/ITSM	Consulting.[95]August	20,	2014CloudVolumes	(formerly	SnapVolumes)Real-time	application	delivery	and	virtualization	to	virtual	desktop	infrastructure[96][97]October	29,	2014ContinuentDatabase	clustering	and	replication	software[98]October	2014MomentumSIAustin,	Texasbased	professional
services	firm	specializing	in	cloud	migration	and	DevOps	expertise[99][100]June	13,	2016Arkin	NetvRealize	Network	Insight	-	Discover,	Optimize	and	Troubleshoot	App	Security	and	Network	Connectivity[101][102][103]April	12,	2017WavefrontCloud-based	metrics	and	monitoring	(now	VMware	Tanzu	Wavefront	Observability)[104][105][106]May	15,
2017ApteligentMobile	application	performance.[107]December	12,	2017VeloCloud	NetworksSoftware-defined	wide	area	network	(SD-WAN).[108]February	18,	2018CloudCoreoCloud	configuration-management[109]February	22,	2018CloudVeloxHybrid	cloud	automation	and	orchestration	software[110]March	28,	2018E8	SecuritySoftware	for
protecting	employee	devices	from	online	threats.[111]May	14,	2018Bracket	ComputingSecurity	virtualization	technology.[112]August	27,	2018CloudHealth	TechnologiesCloud	cost,	usage,	security,	and	governance	management	platform.[113]Nov	6,	2018HeptioKubernetes	Software	and	Services.[114]February	2019AetherpalRemote	support
capabilities	for	the	Workspace	ONE	platform.[115]May	15,	2019BitRockCross	platform	installer	creation	tool.[116][117]July	2019Avi	NetworksCloud	application	services,	including	Load	Balancer,	WAF,	and	Service	Mesh.[118]July	18,	2019Bitfusioncomputing,	artificial	intelligence	and	machine	learning.[119]August	20,	2019Intrinsicapplication	and
serverless	security.[120]October	8,	2019Carbon	BlackCloud-native	endpoint	security	software	that	is	designed	to	detect	malicious	behavior	and	to	help	prevent	malicious	files	from	attacking	an	organization.[121]December	30,	2019Pivotal	SoftwareCloud-native	platform	provider	of	digital	transformation	technology	and	services.[122]July	31,
2020LastlineCyber	security	and	breach	detection	platform	provider.[123]September	29,	2020SaltStackAutomation	and	configuration	management	software.[124][125]In	March	2015,	the	Software	Freedom	Conservancy	announced	it	was	funding	litigation	by	Christoph	Hellwig	in	Hamburg,	Germany	against	VMware	for	alleged	violation	of	his
copyrights	in	its	ESXi	product.[126]Hellwig's	core	claim	is	that	ESXi	is	a	derivative	work	of	the	GPLv2-licensed	Linux	kernel	2.4,	and	therefore	VMware	is	not	in	compliancewith	GPLv2	because	it	does	not	publish	the	source	code	to	ESXi.[127]	VMware	publicly	stated	that	ESXi	is	not	a	derivative	of	the	Linux	kernel,[128]	denying	Hellwig'score	claim.
VMware	said	it	offered	a	way	to	use	Linux	device	drivers	with	ESXi,	and	that	code	does	use	some	Linux	GPLv2-licensed	code	and	so	it	had	published	the	source,	meeting	GPLv2	requirements.[129]The	lawsuit	was	dismissed	by	the	court	in	July	2016[130]	and	Hellwig	announced	he	would	file	an	appeal.[131]	The	appeal	was	decided	February	2019	and
again	dismissed	by	German	court,	on	the	basis	of	not	meeting	"procedural	requirements	for	the	burden	of	proof	of	the	plaintiff."[132][133]In	May	2023,	VMware	was	ordered	to	pay	$84.5	million	for	patent	infringement	on	two	patents	belonging	to	Densify,	a	Canadian	software	company.[134]VMware's	most	notable	products	are	its	hypervisors.
VMware	became	well	known	for	its	first	type	2	hypervisor	known	as	VMware	Workstation.	This	product	has	since	evolved	into	two	additional	hypervisor	product	lines:	VMware's	type	1	hypervisors	running	directly	on	hardware	(ESX/ESXi)	and	their	discontinued	hosted	type	2	hypervisors	(GSX).VMware	software	provides	a	completely	virtualized	set	of
hardware	to	the	guest	operating	system.[135]	VMware	software	virtualizes	the	hardware	for	a	video	adapter,	a	network	adapter,	and	hard	disk	adapters.	The	host	provides	pass-through	drivers	for	guest	USB,	serial,	and	parallel	devices.	In	this	way,	VMware	virtual	machines	become	highly	portable	between	computers,	because	every	host	looks	nearly
identical	to	the	guest.	In	practice,	a	system	administrator	can	pause	operations	on	a	virtual	machine	guest,	move	or	copy	that	guest	to	another	physical	computer,	and	there	resume	execution	exactly	at	the	point	of	suspension.	Alternatively,	for	enterprise	servers,	a	feature	called	vMotion	allows	the	migration	of	operational	guest	virtual	machines
between	similar	but	separate	hardware	hosts	sharing	the	same	storage[136]	(or,	with	vMotion	Storage,	separate	storage	can	be	used,	too).	Each	of	these	transitions	is	completely	transparent	to	any	users	on	the	virtual	machine	at	the	time	it	is	being	migrated.VMware's	products	predate	the	virtualization	extensions	to	the	x86	instruction	set,	and	do
not	require	virtualization-enabled	processors.	On	newer	processors,	the	hypervisor	is	now	designed	to	take	advantage	of	the	extensions.	However,	unlike	many	other	hypervisors,	VMware	still	supports	older	processors.	In	such	cases,	it	uses	the	CPU	to	run	code	directly	whenever	possible	(as,	for	example,	when	running	user-mode	and	virtual	8086
mode	code	on	x86).	When	direct	execution	cannot	operate,	such	as	with	kernel-level	and	real-mode	code,	VMware	products	use	binary	translation	(BT)	to	re-write	the	code	dynamically.	The	translated	code	gets	stored	in	spare	memory,	typically	at	the	end	of	the	address	space,	which	segmentation	mechanisms	can	protect	and	make	invisible.	For	these
reasons,	VMware	operates	dramatically	faster	than	emulators,	running	at	more	than	80%	of	the	speed	that	the	virtual	guest	operating	system	would	run	directly	on	the	same	hardware.	In	one	study	VMware	claims	a	slowdown	over	native	ranging	from	06	percent	for	the	VMware	ESX	Server.[137]VMware	Workstation,	introduced	in	1999,	was	the	first
product	launched	by	VMware.	This	software	suite	allows	users	to	run	multiple	instances	of	x86	or	x86-64-compatible	operating	systems	on	a	single	physical	personal	computer.	Version	17.0	was	released	on	November	17,	2022.	Originally	a	commercial	app,	VMware	Workstation	has	become	freeware	in	December	2024.VMware	Fusion	provides	similar
functionality	for	users	of	the	Intel	Mac	platform,	the	Apple	Silicon	platform	built	on	ARM,	along	with	full	compatibility	with	virtual	machines	created	by	other	VMware	products.	Originally	a	commercial	app,	VMware	Fusion	has	become	freeware	in	December	2024.VMware	ESXi,[138]	an	enterprise	software	product,	can	deliver	greater	performance
than	the	freeware	VMware	Server,	due	to	lower	system	computational	overhead.	VMware	ESXi,	as	a	"bare-metal"	product,	runs	directly	on	the	server	hardware,	allowing	virtual	servers	to	also	use	hardware	more	or	less	directly.	In	addition,	VMware	ESXi	integrates	into	VMware	vCenter,	which	offers	extra	services.VMware	vRealize	Suite	a	cloud
management	platform	purpose-built	for	a	hybrid	cloud.	VMware	vRealize	Hyperic	was	acquired	from	SpringSource[139]	and	subsequently	discontinued	in	2020.[140]VMware	Go	is	a	web-based	service	to	guide	users	of	any	expertise	level	through	the	installation	and	configuration	of	VMware	vSphere	Hypervisor.[141]VMware	Cloud	Foundation	Cloud
Foundation	provides	an	easy	way	to	deploy	and	operate	a	private	cloud	on	an	integrated	SDDC	system.vSphere+	and	vSAN+	activates	add-on	hybrid	cloud	services	for	business-critical	applications	running	on-premises,	including	IT	disaster	recovery	and	ransomware	protection[142]VMware	Workspace	Portal	was	a	self-service	app	store	for
workspace	management.[143]ProvisioningPlateSpin	(does	Provisioning)VMware's	storage	and	availability	products	are	composed	of	two	primary	offerings:VMware	vSAN	(previously	called	VMware	Virtual	SAN)	is	software-defined	storage	that	is	embedded	in	VMware's	ESXi	hypervisor.[144][145]	The	vSphere	and	vSAN	software	runs	on	industry-
standard	x86	servers	to	form	a	hyper-converged	infrastructure	(or	HCI).	However,	network	operators	need	to	have	servers	from	HCL	(Hardware	Compatibility	List)	to	put	one	into	production.[146]	The	first	release,	version	5.5,	was	released	in	March	2014.[147][148]	The	6th	generation,	version	6.6,	was	released	in	April	2017.[149][150]	New	features
available	in	VMware	vSAN	6.6	include	native	data	at	rest	encryption,	local	protection	for	stretched	clusters,	analytics,	and	optimized	solid-state	drive	performance.[151]	The	VMWare	6.7	version	was	released	in	April	2018.VMware	Site	Recovery	Manager	(SRM)	automates	the	failover	and	failback	of	virtual	machines	to	and	from	a	secondary	site	using
policy-based	management.[152][153]VMware	NSX	is	VMware's	network	virtualization	product	marketed	using	the	term	software-defined	data	center	(SDDC).[154][155]	The	technology	included	some	acquired	from	the	2012	purchase	of	Nicira.[84][85]	Software	Defined	Networking	(SDN)	allows	the	same	policies	that	govern	Identity	and	Access
Management	(IAM)	to	dictate	levels	of	access	to	applications	and	data	through	a	totally	converged	infrastructure	not	possible	with	legacy	network	and	system	access	methods.The	VIX	(Virtual	Infrastructure	eXtension)[156]	API	allows	automated	or	scripted	management	of	a	computer	virtualized	using	either	VMware's	vSphere,	Workstation,	Player,	or
Fusion	products.	VIX	provides	bindings	for	the	programming	languages	C,	Perl,	Visual	Basic,	VBScript	and	C#.[157][158]Herald	is	a	communications	protocol	from	VMware	for	more	reliable	Bluetooth	communication	and	range	finding	for	mobile	devices.[159]	Herald	code	is	available	under	an	open-source	license	and	was	implemented	in	the
Australian	Government's	COVIDSafe	app	for	contact	tracing	on	19	December	2020.[160]VMware	Workstation	Player	(discontinued)[161]	was	freeware	for	non-commercial	use,	without	requiring	a	license,	and	available	for	commercial	use	with	permission.	It	is	similar	to	VMware	Workstation,	with	some	features	not	available,	including	support	for
UEFI	Secure	Boot,	snapshots,	encrypted	virtual	machines,	and	some	advanced	features.[162]VMware	Horizon	View	was	a	virtual	desktop	infrastructure	(VDI)	product,	but	was	part	of	the	UEC	division	that	was	sold	to	KKR	and	renamed	Omnissa.Workspace	ONE	UEM	allows	mobile	users	to	access	apps	and	data,[163]	but	was	part	of	the	UEC	division
that	was	sold	to	KKR	and	renamed	Omnissa.Beginning	in	January	2022,	hackers	infiltrated	servers	using	the	Log4Shell	vulnerability	at	organizations	who	failed	to	implement	available	patches	released	by	VMware	according	to	PCMag.[164]	ZDNET	reported	in	March	2022	that	hackers	utilized	Log4Shell	on	some	customers'	VMware	servers	to	install
backdoors	and	for	cryptocurrency	mining.[165]	In	May	2022,	Bleeping	Computer	reported	that	the	Lazarus	Group	cybercrime	group,	which	is	possibly	linked	to	North	Korea,	was	actively	using	Log4Shell	"to	inject	backdoors	that	fetch	information-stealing	payloads	on	VMware	Horizon	servers",	including	VMware	Horizon.[166]CVE-2025-22230	is	a
vulnerability	in	VMWare	Tools	versions	for	Microsoft	Windows.	CVE-2025-22230	is	an	authentication-bypass	vulnerability	which,	alongside	other	vulnerabilities,	can	permit	a	compromised	virtual	machine	to	perform	virtual	machine	escape.	CVE-2025-22230	has	a	CVSSv3	score	of	7.8.	Broadcom	disclosed	the	vulnerability	on	March	25,	2025.[167]
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Workstation	Pro	2025.	Build,	test	and	demo	software	across	an	array	of	different	devices,	platforms	and	clouds.	IT	professionals,	developers	and	businesses	rely	on	Workstation	Pro	every	day	to	support	their	projects	and	customers.	Workstation	Pro	makes	it	easy	to	run	complex	local	virtual	environments	to	simulate	operating	systems,	platforms	and
clouds,	all	from	the	same	desktop	PC.	What	are	the	different	editions	of	VMware	Workstation?	The	VMware	Workstation	product	line	consists	of	two	products:	Workstation	Pro	and	Workstation	Player.	Collectively	they	are	referred	to	as	'VMware	Workstation,'	and	when	there	are	differences,	they	are	called	out.	What	are	the	differences	between
Workstation	Pro	and	Workstation	Player?	Workstation	Pro	and	Workstation	Player	share	the	same	hypervisor	technology,	but	with	unique	user	interfaces	for	different	types	of	use.	Workstation	Pro	is	designed	for	IT	professionals	and	developers,	providing	a	more	fully	featured	interface	with	capabilities	for	running	multiple	virtual	machines	at	the
same	time.	Workstation	Pro	can	provide	and	configure	virtual	networking,	create	clones,	connect	to	vSphere,	show	multiple	VMs	at	the	same	time	in	a	tabbed	UI	and	more.	Workstation	Player	is	designed	for	a	single	graphical	VM	operation,	or	for	command	line	operation	with	'vmrun'	for	running	a	different	operating	system	in	a	secure	isolated
sandbox	on	a	PC.	Do	I	need	to	dual	boot	or	repartition	the	disk?	No,	VMware	Workstation	uses	your	computer's	file	system	and	creates	files	that	map	to	a	virtual	machine's	disk	drives,	so	there	is	no	need	to	create	a	partition	for	each	operating	system.	If	you	already	have	another	OS	with	dual	boot	installed	on	your	computer,	you	can	use	VMware
Workstation	to	run	the	other	OS	in	a	virtual	machine	on	your	host	operating	system.	Instead	of	dual	booting,	you	can	run	both	operating	systems	simultaneously	and	seamlessly	switch	from	one	operating	system	to	another	with	a	click	of	your	mouse.	What's	the	best	way	to	move	a	VM	from	one	host	to	another?	You	can	simply	copy	the	entire	VM	folder
(including	the	.vmx	and	.vmdk	files)	to	the	new	host	and	open	it	using	VMware	Workstation	Pro.	Make	sure	both	systems	use	compatible	versions	and	consider	choosing	"I	moved	it"	rather	than	"I	copied	it"	when	prompted,	to	preserve	MAC	addresses	and	settings.	Why	does	my	VM	run	slowly,	and	how	can	I	improve	performance?	Common	reasons
include	insufficient	host	resources	(RAM,	CPU),	lack	of	virtualization	support	(VT-x/AMD-V	not	enabled),	or	running	multiple	intensive	VMs	simultaneously.	Performance	can	often	be	improved	by	allocating	more	resources,	installing	VMware	Tools,	enabling	hardware	virtualization	in	BIOS,	and	using	SSD	storage.	Features	Run	VMs	and	Containers	on
a	Single	PC	Deploy	local	OCI	containers	and	Kubernetes	clusters	with	VM	isolation,	virtual	networking	and	virtual	resource	options	through	the	new	vctl	CLI	tool.	Develop	and	Test	for	Any	Platform	Fix	more	bugs	and	ship	quality	code	on	time	using	Workstation	Pro	in	development	and	testing.	Virtualize	nearly	any	x86	operating	system	available	today
on	a	desktop	PC.	Enjoy	Baked-In	vSphere	and	ESXi	Support	Run	ESXi	and	vCenter	as	virtual	machines	on	the	desktop,	and	connect	to	a	remote	vSphere	environment	for	quick	VM	access	and	basic	management	tasks.	Run	Secure	and	Isolated	Desktops	Run	a	secure	second	desktop	with	different	privacy	settings,	tools	and	networking	configurations
for	online	protection,	or	to	take	"snapshots"	that	can	be	restored	later.	Expand	the	Power	of	Your	PC	with	Virtualization	Discover	the	true	power	and	flexibility	of	your	desktop	or	laptop	computer	with	VMware	Workstation.	Reduce	hardware	costs	by	50%	or	more	by	running	multiple	operating	systems	simultaneously	on	a	single	PC.	Automate	and
streamline	tasks	to	save	time	and	improve	productivity.	Join	the	millions	worldwide	who	use	Workstation	to:	Host	legacy	applications	and	overcome	platform	migration	issues	Configure	&	test	new	software	or	patches	in	an	isolated	environment	Automate	tasks	for	software	development	and	testing	Demonstrate	multi-tier	configurations	on	a	single	PC
Use	Multiple	Operating	Systems	Concurrently	on	the	Same	PC	VMware	Workstation	makes	it	simple	to	create	and	run	multiple	virtual	machines	on	your	desktop	or	laptop	computer.	You	can	convert	an	existing	physical	PC	into	a	VMware	virtual	machine,	or	create	a	new	virtual	machine	from	scratch.	Each	virtual	machine	represents	a	complete	PC,
including	the	processor,	memory,	network	connections	and	peripheral	ports.	VMware	Workstation	lets	you	use	your	virtual	machines	to	run	Windows,	Linux	and	a	host	of	other	operating	systems	side-by-side	on	the	same	computer.	You	can	switch	between	operating	systems	instantly	with	a	click	of	a	mouse,	share	files	between	virtual	machines	with
drag-and-drop	functionality	and	access	all	the	peripheral	devices	you	rely	on.	Take	Snapshots	&	Videos	of	your	Virtual	Machines	With	Workstation,	you	can	take	a	"snapshot"	that	preserves	the	state	of	a	virtual	machine	so	you	can	return	to	it	at	any	time.	Snapshots	are	useful	when	you	need	to	revert	your	virtual	machine	to	a	prior,	stable	system	state.
Workstation	displays	thumbnails	of	all	your	snapshots	on	a	single	screen,	making	it	easy	for	you	to	track	and	revert	to	a	previously	saved	snapshot.	You	can	even	use	Workstation	6	to	record	and	play	video	files	that	capture	all	changes	to	a	virtual	machine	over	a	period	of	time.	This	function	is	exclusive	to	VMware	Workstation	and	is	incredibly	useful
for	software	debugging,	Help	Desk	forensics,	sales	demonstrations	and	training.	Run	an	Entire	Multi-tier	System	on	a	Single	Host	Computer	Run	multi-tier	enterprise	applications	on	a	single	piece	of	hardware	by	managing	network-connected	virtual	machines	with	the	Teams	feature	of	Workstation	6.	Teams	let	you	create	virtual	network
environments	that	include	client,	server	and	database	virtual	machines.	With	Workstation	Teams,	you	can	turn	an	entire	multi-tier	environment	on	and	off	with	a	single	click	of	the	mouse	button.	Workstation	displays	live	thumbnails	of	all	connected	virtual	machines,	enabling	you	to	easily	identify	and	switch	between	the	virtual	machines	associated
with	a	team.	Clone	your	Virtual	Machines	to	Accelerate	Deployment	Installing	operating	systems	and	applications	can	be	time	consuming.	With	clones,	you	can	make	many	copies	of	a	virtual	machine	from	a	single	installation	and	configuration	process.	This	capability	makes	it	fast	and	simple	to	distribute	standardized	computing	environments	to
employees	and	students,	or	to	create	a	baseline	configuration	for	testing.	Take	Your	Virtual	Machines	With	You	New	to	Workstation	is	the	ability	to	create	and	deploy	secure	virtual	machines	(called	ACEs)	with	the	ACE	Option	Pack.	Mobility	is	one	of	the	primary	benefits	of	this	option	pack,	as	it	enables	users	to	securely	take	their	desktops	with	them
on	portable	media	devices	such	as	USB	thumb	drives.	What's	New	VMware	Workstation	Pro	17.6.4	provides	the	following	new	capabilities.	This	release	resolves	CVE-2025-41236,	CVE-2025-41237,	CVE-2025-41238,	and	CVE-2025-41239.	For	more	information	on	these	vulnerabilities	and	their	impact	on	Broadcom	products,	see	VMSA-2025-0013.	This
release	resolves	CVE-2025-2884.	Broadcom	has	evaluated	the	severity	of	this	issue	to	be	in	the	moderate	severity	range.	The	17.6.3	release	resolves	CVE-2025-22224	and	CVE-2025-22226.	For	more	information	on	these	vulnerabilities	and	their	impact	on	Broadcom	products,	see	VMSA-2025-0004.	VMware	Workstation	Pro	no	longer	requires	a
license	key	and	is	now	free	for	commercial,	educational,	and	personal	use.	VMware	Workstation	Pro	17.6.3	provides	various	bug	fixes	requested	by	customers.	We're	thrilled	to	announce	a	significant	change	that	reflects	our	commitment	to	making	VMware	Fusion	and	VMware	Workstation	more	accessible	than	ever.	Starting	November	11,	2024,
these	powerful	desktop	hypervisor	products	will	be	available	for	free	to	everyone	commercial,	educational,	and	personal	users	alike.	Known	Issues	The	multi-monitor	feature	might	not	work	correctly	in	specific	topologies	In	specific	situations,	based	on	different	hardware	and	topologies,	the	multi-monitor	feature	does	not	work	as	expected.	You	might
see	issues	like	reverting	the	topology	to	a	single	screen,	or	not	cycling	through	monitors.	Workaround:	Resolved	Issues	When	booting	a	virtual	machine,	VMware	Workstation	Pro	might	crash	When	booting	a	virtual	machine,	VMware	Workstation	Pro	might	crash	on	some	systems.	The	issue	is	resolved	in	VMware	Workstation	Pro	17.6.3.	VMware
Workstation	Pro	installation	fails	on	Centos	9	Stream	with	kernel	versions	above	5.14.0-432	If	you	try	installing	VMware	Workstation	Pro	on	Centos	9	Stream	hosts	with	kernel	versions	above	5.14.0-432,	you	receive	a	compilation	error.	The	issue	is	resolved	in	VMware	Workstation	Pro	17.6.3.	Virtual	machines	on	Windows	11	hosts	become
unresponsive	after	unlocking	the	host	After	locking	or	unlocking	the	host	with	a	virtual	machine	installed	on	a	Windows	11	host,	the	virtual	machine	becomes	unresponsive.	The	issue	is	resolved	in	VMware	Workstation	17.6.3.	Introducing	vmcli	vmcli	is	a	command-line	tool	included	with	VMware	Workstation	Pro,	enabling	users	to	interact	with	the
hypervisor	directly	from	a	Linux	or	macOS	terminal,	or	the	Windows	command	prompt.	With	vmcli,	you	can	perform	a	variety	of	operations	such	as	creating	new	virtual	machines,	generating	VM	templates,	powering	on	VMs,	and	modifying	various	VM	settings.	Additionally,	you	can	also	create	scripts	to	run	multiple	commands	sequentially.	For	more
information,	see	Using	VMware	Workstation	Pro.	New	Guest	Operating	System	Support	Windows	Server	2025	Windows	11	Version	23H2	Ubuntu	24.04	Fedora	40	New	Host	Operating	System	Support	Windows	Server	2025	Windows	11	Version	23H2	Ubuntu	24.04	Fedora	40	Resolved	Issues	VMware	KVM	crashes	while	running	the	'vmware-kvm	--
preferences'	command	VMware	KVM	crashes	when	you	try	to	open	its	Preferences	dialog	by	using	the	'vmware-kvm	--preferences'	command.	This	issue	is	resolved.	Virtual	machines	run	unusually	slowly	on	Windows	hosts	Running	virtual	machines	on	Windows	hosts	as	a	non-administrator	user	might	result	in	high	host	CPU	usage	and	poor	guest
performance.	This	issue	is	resolved.	Workstation	installation	fails	on	Linux	hosts	with	a	compilation	error	If	you	try	to	install	Workstation	on	Linux	hosts	with	kernel	version	6.8,	you	receive	a	compilation	error.	For	details,	see	.	This	issue	is	resolved.	Security	Issues	OpenSSL	has	been	updated	to	3.0.14	Expat	has	been	updated	to	2.6.2	7zip	has	been
updated	to	23.01	Known	Issues	CentOS	9	Stream	with	kernel	versions	later	than	5.14.0-432	is	not	supported	on	Workstation	Pro	17.6	as	a	host	Workaround:	None	Inline	product	upgrade	from	versions	earlier	than	17.6	will	not	be	automatic	for	Workstation	Pro	on	Windows	Host	Due	to	the	migration	from	VMware	services	to	Broadcom,	Workstation
Pro	cannot	automatically	apply	this	upgrade.	Workaround:	Refer	to	the	KB368734	article	for	downloading	and	installing	Workstation	Pro	from	the	Broadcom	support	portal.	The	multi-monitor	feature	might	not	work	correctly	in	specific	topologies	In	specific	situations,	based	on	different	hardware	and	topologies,	the	multi-monitor	feature	does	not
work	as	expected.	You	might	see	issues	like	reverting	the	topology	to	a	single	screen,	or	not	cycling	through	monitors.	Workaround:	None.	
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