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adverb	(1)conjunction	(3)noun	(2)interjection	(1)for	what?	for	what	reason,	cause,	or	purpose?.Why	did	you	behave	so	badly?for	what	cause	or	reason.I	don't	know	why	he	is	leaving.for	which;	on	account	of	which	(usually	after	reason	to	introduce	a	relative	clause).the	reason	why	he	refused	to	go.the	reason	for	which.a	question	concerning	the	cause
or	reason	for	which	something	is	done,	achieved,	etc..a	child's	unending	hows	and	whys.the	cause	or	reason.the	whys	and	wherefores	of	a	troublesome	situation.(used	as	an	expression	of	surprise,	hesitation,	etc.,	or	sometimes	a	mere	expletive).for	what	reason,	purpose,	or	cause?(	used	in	indirect	questions	)Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&
Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012for	or	because	of	whichthere	is	no	reason	why	he	shouldn't	comeCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins
Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012(usually	plural)	the	reason,	purpose,	or	cause	of	something	(esp	in	the	phrase	the	whys	and	wherefores	)Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,
2012an	introductory	expression	of	surprise,	disagreement,	indignation,	etcCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012Origin	of	why1First	recorded	before	900;	Middle	English;	Old	English	hw,	hwy,
instrumental	case	of	hwt	what;	cognate	with	Old	Norse	hvOrigin	of	why1Old	English	hw;	related	to	Old	Norse	hv,	Gothic	hveileiks	what	kind	of,	Latin	quExamples	have	not	been	reviewed.But	why	did	Reform	appeal	to	him	and	why	is	it	gaining	momentum	with	some	young	people?"That's	why	you	had	a	difference	in	how	the	inheritance	tax	approach
was	set	up."Arteta	was	asked	if	Zubimendi	was	going	to	play	more	as	a	six	or	a	number	eight	and,	without	hesitation,	the	Arsenal	manager	made	clear	why	he	has	brought	Zubimendi	to	the	club.It	is	not	known	exactly	why	they	were	detained,	and	a	Taliban	official	told	the	BBC	in	February	that	the	group	planned	to	release	the	couple	"as	soon	as
possible"."This	was	exploited	in	a	very	broad	way,	very	opportunistically	before	a	patch	was	made	available.	That's	why	this	is	significant,"	Carmakal	said.WH-wordWhyallaBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!	2025
Dictionary.com,	LLCRELATED	ARTICLESAsking	Questions	in	Spanishwhy()An	adverb	is	a	word	that	describes	a	verb,	an	adjective,	or	other	adverbs	(e.g.,	to	run	quickly,	very	tired).adverba.	por	qu	Why	are	you	crying?Por	qu	lloras?A	conjunction	is	a	word	that	connects	words,	phrases,	clauses,	or	sentences	(e.g.,	The	cat	and	the	dog
slept.).conjunctionA	noun	is	a	word	referring	to	a	person,	animal,	place,	thing,	feeling,	or	idea	(e.g.,	man,	dog,	house).nouna.	el	porqu	(m)	means	that	a	noun	is	masculine.	Spanish	nouns	have	a	gender,	which	is	either	feminine	(like	la	mujer	or	la	luna)	or	masculine	(like	el	hombre	or	el	sol).(M)Do	you	really	want	to	know	why?De	verdad	quieres	saber
el	porqu?An	interjection	is	a	short	utterance	that	expresses	emotion,	hesitation,	or	protest	(e.g.,	Wow!).interjectiona.	vaya	Why!	Look	who	just	arrived!Vaya!	Mira	quin	acaba	de	llegar!b.	anda	Why,	surely	you	don't	think	Anna	stole	your	ring!Anda,	no	pensars	que	Anna	te	rob	el	anillo!Copyright	2025	Curiosity	Media	Inc.Phraseswho,	what,	where,
when,	why,	howquin,	qu,	dnde,	cundo,	por	qu,	cmoMachine	TranslatorsTranslate	why	using	machine	translatorsOther	DictionariesExplore	the	meaning	of	why	in	our	family	of	products.	jump	to	other	results	used	in	questions	to	ask	the	reason	for	or	purpose	of	somethingWhy	were	you	late?Tell	me	why	you	did	it.I	would	like	you	to	go.	Why	me?
(informal)	Why	oh	why	do	people	keep	leaving	the	door	open?	used	in	questions	to	suggest	that	it	is	not	necessary	to	do	somethingWhy	get	upset	just	because	you	got	one	bad	grade?Why	bother	to	write?	We'll	see	him	tomorrow.	used	to	give	or	talk	about	a	reasonThat's	why	I	left	so	early.I	know	you	did	itI	just	want	to	know	why.The	reason	why	the
injection	needs	repeating	every	year	is	that	the	virus	changes.Express	Yourself	Giving	reasons,	justifying	a	choiceGiving	reasons,	justifying	a	choiceIn	various	exams,	you	are	asked	to	make	a	choice	and	give	reasons	for	it.	In	conversation	or	in	a	meeting,	you	may	need	to	explain	and	justify	your	decisions:There	are	two	main	reasons	why	I	think	its	the
best	option:	first,	there's	the	cost	and	second,	the	quality.I	believe	it's	the	right	thing	to	do	because	it	gives	everyone	a	fair	chance.I	would	choose	the	newer	one	on	the	grounds	that	it	will	last	longer.Of	the	three	houses,	the	largest	one	seems	to	me	to	be	the	best,	because	they	need	the	room.My	choice	would	be	number	3,	simply	because	it's	the
clearest	design.	Word	OriginOld	English	hw,	hwy	by	what	cause,	instrumental	case	of	hwt	what,	of	Germanic	origin.Idioms	used	in	questions	to	mean	why,	expressing	surpriseWhy	ever	didn't	you	tell	us	before?	used	to	make	or	agree	to	a	suggestionWhy	not	write	to	her?Let's	eat	out.	Why	not?Why	don't	we	go	together?Topics	Suggestions	and
advicea2	See	why	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	why	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of	Academic	English	Nearby	words	whup	verb	wh-word	noun	why	adverb	why	exclamation	why	noun	basis	noun	From	the	Word	list	Oxford	3000	B1	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionaries	Word	of	the	Day	English	Wikipedia	has	an	article	on:Wikipedia
From	Middle	English	why,	from	Old	English	hw	(why),	from	Proto-Germanic	*hw	(by	what,	how),	from	Proto-Indo-European	*key,	instrumental	case	of	*ks	(who),	*kid	(what).Cognate	with	Old	Saxon	hw	(why),	hwiu	(how;	why),	Middle	High	German	wiu	(how,	why),	archaic	Danish	and	Norwegian	Bokml	hvi	(why),	Norwegian	Nynorsk	kvi	(why),	Swedish
vi	(why),	Faroese	and	Icelandic	hv	(why),	Latin	qu	(why),	Doric	Greek	(pe,	where),	Ukrainian	(y,	if),	Polish	czy,	Czech	i	(or),	Serbo-Croatian	i	(if).	Compare	Old	English	(because,	since,	on	that	account,	therefore,	then,	literally	by	that,	for	that).	See	thy.	why	(not	comparable)(interrogative)	For	what	cause,	reason,	or	purpose.Introducing	a	complete
question.I	dont	know	why	he	did	thatTell	me	why	the	moon	changes	phase.	With	a	negative,	used	rhetorically	to	make	a	suggestion.Why	don't	you	ask	her	out	for	dinner?Introducing	a	verb	phrase	(bare	infinitive	clause).Why	spend	money	on	something	you	already	get	for	free?Why	not	tell	him	how	you	feel?Introducing	a	noun	or	other	phrase.Why
him?	Why	not	someone	taller?(relative)	For	which	cause,	reason,	or	purpose.That's	the	reason	why	I	did	that.(fused	relative)	The	cause,	reason,	or	purpose	for	which.That	is	why	the	sky	is	blue.2013	July	20,	Welcome	to	the	plastisphere,	in	The	Economist,	volume	408,	number	8845:Plastics	are	energy-rich	substances,	which	is	why	many	of	them	burn
so	readily.	Any	organism	that	could	unlock	and	use	that	energy	would	do	well	in	the	Anthropocene.	Terrestrial	bacteria	and	fungi	which	can	manage	this	trick	are	already	familiar	to	experts	in	the	field.	how	come,	wherefore,	to	what	end,	what	for,	why	so,	(obsolete)	for	why	why	(plural	whys	or	why's	or	whies)Reason.A	good	article	will	cover	the	who,
the	what,	the	when,	the	where,	the	why	and	the	how.2022	May	11,	Sandra	E.	Garcia,	Butt	Lifts	Are	Booming.	Healing	Is	No	Joke.,	in	The	New	York	Times	Magazine[1]:Within	months	of	leaving,	she	became	the	new	owner	of	Dream	Body	Recovery	in	Miami,	which	has	three	rooms	that	can	accommodate	up	to	six	clients.	Being	a	part	of	this	journey
with	other	ladies,	knowing	how	it	changed	my	life,	thats	my	why,	she	told	me.	why(dated	or	literary)	An	exclamation	used	to	express	pleasant	or	unpleasant	mild	surprise,	indignation,	or	impatience.	why	(third-person	singular	simple	present	whys	or	whies,	present	participle	whying,	simple	past	and	past	participle	whyed	or	whied)	why	(plural	whies)
(Yorkshire,	obsolete)	A	young	heifer.1796,	William	Marshall,	The	Rural	Economy	of	Yorkshire:At	two	years	old,	also,	the	HEIFERS	-	provincially,	whies,	are	generally	put	to	the	bull.	whyAlternative	form	of	wye;	the	name	of	the	Latin-script	letter	Y/y.1881	April,	J.	B.	Rundell,	The	Irregularities	of	English	Spelling:	what	they	Cost	and	what	they	are
Worth,	in	The	Spelling	Reformer,	and	Journal	of	the	English	Spelling	Reform	Association,	volume	I,	number	10,	London,	page	147:1996,	Sycamore	Review,	volume	8,	page	116:eff	you	see	kay	why	oh	you.2009,	Eric	Barnes,	Shimmer,	Denver,	Colo.:	Unbridled	Books,	ISBN,	page	91:I	hear	you.	But	hear	me	out,	all	right?	Because	I	mean	what	Im	about	to
say.	Eff-you-see-kay-why-oh-you.	Fuck	you.2016,	Daniel	DiPrinzio,	Come	Quickly,	in	The	Great	Stone	Robbery	or	A	Parade	of	Idiots,	ISBN,	page	184:Like	many	folks	do	when	taking	medicine	past	its	expiration	date,	Jerry	had	questioned	its	effectiveness.	The	pill	had	answered	with	a	resounding	why	ee	ess,	and	Jerry	couldnt	tell	between	the	Custom
Costume	in	his	pocket	and	himself.2016,	Rachel	Cohn,	David	Levithan,	The	Twelve	Days	of	Dash	&	Lily,	Electric	Monkey,	ISBN,	page	73:Miss	said,	Love	your	outfit,	bee-tee-double-u.	It	took	me	a	second	to	realize	she	meant	btw.	Is	it	vintage?	/	I	looked	down	at	my	school	uniform.	Fudgsicles.	Tee-why,	said	Jahna,	for	ty.	And	why-ee-ess	yes!	why,	v.,	in
OED	Online	,	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	launched	2000.	why,	in	Websters	Revised	Unabridged	Dictionary,	Springfield,	Mass.:	G.	&	C.	Merriam,	1913,	OCLC.William	Dwight	Whitney,	Benjamin	E[li]	Smith,	editors	(1911),	why,	in	The	Century	Dictionary[],	New	York,	N.Y.:	The	Century	Co.,	OCLC.	hwi	(Standard	Written	Form)	From	Proto-Celtic
*sws	(compare	Breton	chwi,	Welsh	chi,	Old	Irish	si),	from	Proto-Indo-European	*wos.	why(Standard	Cornish,	Standard	Written	Form	with	Traditional	Graphs)	you	(formal	or	plural)	2	used	to	offer	a	suggestion	or	to	say	that	a	course	of	action	is	not	necessary	If	you	don't	want	to	go,	why	not	just	say	so?	Instead	of	calling,	why	not	e-mail	instead?	Why
should	I	care	about	that?	Why	don't	you	come	over	for	dinner?	[=we	would	like	to	have	you	over	for	dinner]	You	deserve	the	best	treatment.	Why	settle	for	less?	[=you	shouldn't	be	happy	with	anything	less]	I'll	try	calling	again.	Why	bother?	[=it's	not	worth	the	trouble]	[+]	more	examples	[-]	hide	examples	[+]	Example	sentences	[-]	Hide	examples	3
used	to	express	irritation	or	annoyance	Why	can't	you	make	up	your	mind?	Why	must	I	always	repeat	myself?	Why	would	anyone	say	such	a	thing?	Why	oh	why	did	I	say	something	so	stupid?	1	:	the	cause,	reason,	or	purpose	for	which	It's	easy	to	see	why	she	fell	in	love	with	him.	He's	a	very	good	player.	That's	why	he	made	the	team.	2	:	for	which	The
reason	why	they	succeeded	is	obvious.	They	worked	really	hard.	Give	me	one	good	reason	why	I	should	stay.	the	whys	and	(the)	wherefores	:	the	reasons	for	something	She	explained	the	whys	and	the	wherefores	of	the	sudden	price	increase.	somewhat	old-fashioned	used	at	the	beginning	of	a	statement	especially	to	express	surprise	

Why	is	my	wine	cooler	running	but	not	cooling.	Why	is	my	beer	cooler	not	getting	cold.	Why	does	my	wine	cooler	not	cool.	Why	is	my	wine	cooler	not	getting	cold.	Wine	cooler	doesn't	cool.	Why	is	my	danby	wine
cooler	not	cooling.	Why	cooler	is	not	cooling.	Why	is	my	frigidaire	wine	cooler	not	cooling.	Why	is	my	cda	wine	cooler	not	cooling.	How	do	i	fix	my	wine	cooler	not	cooling.	Why	is	my	wine	cooler	not	cooling

enough.	Why	is	my	newair	wine	cooler	not	cooling.
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