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Age	of	consent	in	iowa

Updated	1/09/2024	Iowa	law	makes	it	illegal	for	a	person	to	have	consensual	sexual	activity	with	a	minor	younger	than	16,	with	a	few	exceptions.	Anyone	who	engages	in	such	unlawful	conduct	can	face	charges	for,	among	others,	sexual	abuse,	lascivious	acts	with	a	child,	indecent	contact	with	a	child,	lascivious	conduct	with	a	minor,	and	sexual
exploitation.	What	Are	Statutory	Rape	Laws?	Statutory	rape	laws	are	premised	on	the	assumption	that	minors	are	incapable	of	giving	informed	consent	to	sexual	activities.	The	age	of	consent	can	vary	among	states,	and	some	states	differentiate	between	consensual	sex	between	minors	who	are	close	in	age	(for	example,	two	teenagers	of	the	same
age),	as	opposed	to	sex	between	a	minor	and	a	much	older	adult.	Keep	in	mind	that	engaging	in	any	sexual	activity	without	the	other	person's	consent	can	result	in	more	serious	rape	charges	and	penalties,	no	matter	what	the	age	of	the	other	person.	What	Is	the	Age	of	Consent	in	Iowa?	In	Iowa,	the	age	of	consent	is	16.	Anyone	who	engages	in	sexual
activity	with	a	child	younger	than	16	can	face	charges	for	statutory	rape	or	a	similar	crime.	For	these	age-based	sexual	offenses,	it's	immaterial	whether	the	child	consented	to	the	activity	or	not.	The	child's	age	is	the	important	fact,	as	it	determines	whether	that	person	can	legally	consent	to	sexual	activities.	Getting	Legal	Guidance	The	information	in
this	article	provides	an	overview	of	the	law	relating	to	statutory	rape.	If	you	are	trying	to	determine	the	legality	of	any	kind	of	conduct,	make	sure	to	consult	an	experienced	criminal	defense	attorney.	The	law	is	complex	and	changes	regularly.	Iowa's	Statutory	Rape	Laws	and	Penalties	Like	many	states,	Iowa	doesn't	use	the	term	"statutory	rape"	in	its
laws.	Rather,	statutory	rape	offenses	are	prosecuted	under	Iowa's	sex	crime	laws	(outlined	below).	Penalties	depend	on	the	ages	of	the	defendant	and	victim	and	the	conduct	that	occurred.	Sex	act	or	sexual	activity	means	any	sexual	contact	between	two	or	more	people	involving	intercourse,	anal	or	oral	sex,	genital	or	anal	touching,	or	ejaculation
onto	another	person.	Sexual	abuse	includes	any	sex	act	between	people	where	one	of	the	participants	is	a	child.	A	child	is	any	person	younger	than	14	years	old.	Subsequent	convictions	result	in	harsher	penalties.	Sexual	Abuse	in	the	Second	Degree	A	person	commits	sexual	abuse	in	the	second	degree	when	they	engage	in	sexual	abuse	of	a	child
younger	than	14.	Second-degree	sexual	abuse	constitutes	a	class	B	felony,	punishable	by	up	to	25	years	in	prison.	Sexual	Abuse	in	the	Third	Degree	Third-degree	sexual	abuse	occurs	when	a	person	engages	in	a	sex	act	with	a	14-	or	15-year-old	and	any	of	the	following	are	true:	the	defendant	is	four	or	more	years	older	than	the	minor	the	defendant
and	the	minor	are	related	or	live	in	the	same	household,	or	the	defendant	is	in	a	position	of	authority	over	the	minor	and	coerces	the	minor	into	participating.	A	guilty	defendant	receives	a	class	C	felony	conviction	and	faces	up	to	10	years'	imprisonment	and	a	fine	of	$1,375	to	$13,660.	Lascivious	Acts	With	a	Child	Iowa	law	makes	it	unlawful	for	any
person	16	or	older	to	perform	any	of	the	following	acts	with	a	child	younger	than	14	to	arouse	or	satisfy	the	sexual	desires	of	either	of	them:	fondle	or	touch	the	pubes	or	genitals	of	a	child	permit	or	cause	a	child	to	fondle	or	touch	the	person's	genital	or	pubes	cause	the	touching	of	the	person's	genitals	to	any	part	of	the	child's	body	solicit	a	child	to
engage	in	a	sex	act	or	solicit	a	person	to	arrange	a	sex	act	with	a	child,	or	inflict	pain	or	discomfort	on	a	child	or	permit	a	child	to	inflict	pain	or	discomfort	on	the	person.	Depending	on	the	nature	and	circumstances	of	the	offense,	a	defendant	can	face	a	class	C	or	D	felony	conviction.	A	defendant	guilty	of	a	class	C	felony	faces	up	to	10	years	in	prison
and	a	fine	of	$1,375	to	$13,660.	A	class	D	felony	carries	up	to	five	years	of	incarceration	and	a	$1,025	to	$10,245	fine.	Indecent	Contact	With	a	Child	A	person	commits	the	crime	of	indecent	contact	with	a	child	younger	than	14	by	engaging	in	certain	sexual	conduct	with	a	child	when:	the	defendant	is	18	or	older,	or	the	defendant	is	16	or	17	and	the
child	is	five	years	or	more	younger	than	the	offender.	This	sexual	conduct	includes:	fondling	or	touching	the	inner	thigh,	groin,	buttock,	anus,	or	breast	of	the	child	or	touching	the	clothing	covering	those	areas	soliciting	or	permitting	a	child	to	fondle	or	touch	the	inner	thigh,	groin,	buttock,	anus,	or	breast	of	the	person,	or	soliciting	a	child	to	engage
in	any	act	prohibited	in	the	crime	of	lascivious	acts	with	a	child.	Indecent	contact	with	a	child	constitutes	an	aggravated	misdemeanor,	subjecting	a	guilty	defendant	to	up	to	two	years'	incarceration	and	a	fine	of	$855	to	$8,545.	Position	of	Authority	Crimes	Iowa	law	contains	special	provisions	for	sex	crimes	committed	by	those	in	a	position	of
authority	over	a	minor.	Lascivious	conduct	with	a	minor.	It	is	unlawful	for	a	person	18	or	older	who	is	in	a	position	of	authority	over	a	minor	age	14	or	15	to	engage	in	certain	sexual	conduct	to	arouse	or	satisfy	the	sexual	desires	of	either	of	them,	including:	forcing,	persuading,	or	coercing	the	minor	to	disrobe	fondling	or	touching	the	inner	thigh,
groin,	buttock,	anus,	or	breast	of	the	minor	(or	over	their	clothing)	or	permitting	the	minor	to	do	the	same	to	them,	or	soliciting	the	minor	to	engage	in	any	sexual	conduct	listed	in	lascivious	acts	with	a	child.	Lascivious	conduct	with	a	minor	can	be	an	aggravated	or	serious	misdemeanor,	subjecting	a	guilty	defendant	to	up	to	two	years'	imprisonment
and	a	$8,545	fine,	depending	on	the	sexual	activity	involved.	Sexual	exploitation.	Sexual	exploitation	by	a	counselor,	therapist,	school	employee,	or	adult	providing	training	or	instruction	occurs	when	such	an	individual	continuously	engages	in	sexual	conduct	with	a	minor.	Such	unlawful	behavior	can	be	a	class	D	felony	or	an	aggravated	or	serious
misdemeanor	depending	on	the	nature	of	the	offense	and	the	parties	involved.	A	guilty	offender	faces	up	to	five	years	of	incarceration	and	a	$10,245	fine.	Help	for	Sexual	Assault	and	Rape	Survivors	Victims	of	sex-related	offenses	can	find	a	list	of	resources	on	our	Victim	Resources	page.	Among	the	resources	listed	is	RAINN,	the	largest	anti-sexual
violence	organization	in	the	country.	Does	Iowa	Have	a	Romeo-and-Juliet	Law?	Yes,	with	limitations.	In	many	states,	"Romeo	and	Juliet"	exceptions—named	for	Shakespeare's	teenage	lovers—protect	young	people	from	criminal	charges	for	engaging	in	consensual	sexual	conduct	with	others	close	to	their	own	age.	Iowa's	Romeo-and-Juliet	exemption
protects	from	prosecution	certain	minors	who	engage	in	consensual	sex.	Teenagers	who	engage	in	consensual	sexual	activity	with	14-	and	15-year-olds	are	not	subject	to	criminal	prosecution,	so	long	as	they	are	less	than	four	years	apart	in	age.	For	example,	an	18-year-old	who	is	romantically	involved	with	a	15-year-old	could	assert	this	defense.	The
law	also	exempts	certain	sexual	conduct	between	close-in-age	teens.	However,	any	sexual	contact	with	a	child	younger	than	14	is	a	crime,	and	a	conviction	can	result	in	significant	prison	time.	Possible	Defenses	to	Statutory	Rape	Charges	in	Iowa	Defendants	charged	with	sex-related	crimes	of	minors	in	Iowa	have	several	potential	defenses	available	to
them.	At	the	same	time,	the	law	prohibits	or	limits	the	use	of	certain	defenses.	Actual	innocence.	Defendants	charged	with	statutory	rape	or	a	similar	crime	have	the	usual	defenses	available	to	all	criminal	defendants,	such	as	"Someone	else	committed	this	crime,"	or	"The	alleged	conduct	did	not	occur."	Consent.	While	many	offenders	attempt	to	use
consent	as	a	defense,	this	does	not	constitute	a	sufficient	defense	in	sex	crime	prosecutions	involving	a	victim	younger	than	14	in	Iowa.	Mistake	of	age.	Iowa,	like	many	states,	doesn't	recognize	a	mistake-of-age	defense	for	sex	crimes	involving	underage	victims,	even	if	the	defendant's	belief	was	reasonable	or	the	child	lied	about	their	age	or	looked
older.	Marriage.	Iowa	has	a	marital	exemption	for	statutory	rape	that	allows	consensual	sex	between	a	married	minor	and	their	adult	spouse	(or	living	together	as	a	couple)	even	though	their	ages	would	prohibit	it	if	they	were	not	married.	This	defense	applies	to	the	charges	of	sexual	abuse	in	the	third	degree,	lascivious	acts	with	a	child,	and	indecent
contact	with	a	child.	The	marital	defense	is	a	remnant	of	the	marital	rape	exemption.	Does	a	Statutory	Rape	Conviction	Require	Sex	Offender	Registration	in	Iowa?	Iowa's	Sex	Offender	Registry	Act	requires,	in	addition	to	the	applicable	fines	and	incarceration	time,	people	convicted	of	certain	sexual	crimes	(including	statutory	rape)	to	register	as	sex
offenders.	These	crimes	include	all	of	the	unlawful	conduct	discussed	above.	Depending	on	the	offense,	registration	lasts	from	10	years	to	life.	Failure	to	register	can	result	in	additional	misdemeanor	or	felony	charges	and	penalties.	Unlike	adult	offenders,	the	juvenile	court	can	waive	the	requirement	under	certain	circumstances	when	a	juvenile	is
adjudicated	delinquent	for	an	offense	that	requires	registration.	Talk	to	a	Lawyer	If	you	are	facing	statutory	rape-related	charges,	contact	an	experienced	criminal	defense	attorney	in	your	area	as	soon	as	possible.	A	lawyer	can	evaluate	the	strength	of	the	prosecution's	case	against	you	and	help	develop	any	defenses	that	might	apply	to	the	unique
circumstances	of	your	case.	A	knowledgeable	attorney	can	also	advise	you	on	how	the	law	will	apply	to	your	set	of	facts.	(Iowa	Code	§§	692A.101,	692A.102,	692A.103,	692A.106,	692A.111,	702.5,	702.17,	709.1,	709.2,	709.3,	709.4,	709.8,	709.12,	709.14,	709.15,	902.9,	903.1	(2024).)	Susan	NerlingerAttorney	&	LegalMatch	Legal	Writer	Legally
ReviewedFact-CheckedIn	Iowa,	the	general	age	of	consent	to	engage	in	sexual	conduct	is	16.	However,	girls	may	consent	to	sex	at	age	14	as	long	as	their	partner	is	no	more	than	5	years	older.	If	their	partner	is	more	than	five	years	older,	of	course,	a	girl	cannot	consent	and	her	partner	would	guilty	of	statutory	rape.	Consent	is	not	a	defense	to	a
charge	of	statutory	rape	in	Iowa.	Even	if	the	perpetrator	was	reasonably	mistaken	as	to	the	alleged	victim’s	age,	or	if	the	alleged	victim	lied	about	their	age	and	appeared	to	be	older	than	the	age	of	consent,	consent	is	not	a	defense.	In	all	states	of	the	U.S.,	including	Iowa,	the	age	of	consent	is	the	minimum	age	at	which	a	person	is	legally	old	enough
to	consent	to	participation	in	sexual	activity.	People	of	the	age	of	15	or	younger	in	Iowa	are	not	legally	able	to	consent	to	sexual	activity.	If	a	person	under	the	age	of	16	does	engage	in	sexual	activity,	it	could	result	in	their	partner	being	charged	with	the	crime	of	statutory	rape.	Iowa	statutory	rape	law	is	violated	when	a	person	engages	in	consensual
sexual	conduct	with	an	individual	under	age	16.	A	close	in	age	exemption	allows	teens	aged	14	and	15	to	consent	to	sex	with	partners	who	are	fewer	than	4	years	older.	Regardless	of	age,	it	is	also	illegal	for	a	school	employee	to	engage	in	sexual	conduct	with	a	current	student	or	even	a	student	who	attended	school	within	30	days	of	such	a	violation.
There	are	some	defenses	that	can	be	made	in	a	statutory	rape	case.	If	the	perpetrator	and	the	alleged	victim	were	married	at	the	time	of	the	act,	no	crime	has	been	committed.	As	with	any	alleged	crime,	the	perpetrator	may	argue	that	they	were	not	the	person	who	committed	the	act.	Or,	they	may	claim	that	the	victim’s	story	is	fabricated	and	no
sexual	relations	took	place.	One	of	the	most	effective	defenses	to	a	statutory	rape	charge	in	Iowa	is	the	so-called	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	defense.	Under	Iowa’s	sexual	abuse	statute,	sexual	relations	with	a	person	aged	14	or	15	is	not	a	crime	if	the	perpetrator	was	less	than	four	years	older	than	the	victim	at	the	time	of	the	act	and	the	conduct	was
consensual	Therefore,	if	two	teenagers	aged	15	and	16	have	consensual	sexual	relations,	the	16-year-old	cannot	be	charged	with	a	crime.	The	Iowa	age	of	consent	law	applies	to	both	homosexual	and	heterosexual	conduct.	This	is	not	true	in	all	states	in	the	U.S.	Authoritarian	Figures	A	stricter	standard	applies	if	a	perpetrator	is	an	authoritarian	figure.
In	that	case,	the	age	of	consent	is	18	years	old.	“Authoritarian	figures”	are	adults	who	are	in	a	position	of	authority	over	a	young	person,	such	as	a	teacher,	coach,	employer,	or	clergy	member.	Thus,	a	teacher	cannot	have	consensual	sex	with	a	minor	who	is	17,	because	the	age	of	consent	for	a	teacher	is	18.	But	again,	it	is	illegal	for	a	school	employee
to	engage	in	sexual	intercourse	with	a	current	student	or	even	a	former	student	who	attended	school	within	30	days	of	the	violation.	A	school	employee	of	any	kind	who	does	this	would	be	subject	to	criminal	prosecution.	What	Is	the	Penalty	for	Violating	Age	of	Consent	Laws	in	Iowa?	Iowa	has	seven	statutory	sexual	abuse	charges	in	its	code	which	are
used	to	prosecute	age	of	consent	and	child	abuse	related	crimes	within	the	state.	One	or	more	of	these	charges	may	be	used	to	prosecute	violations	of	the	Iowa	age	of	consent	law,	such	as	statutory	rape	or	the	Iowa	equivalent	of	that	charge.	Whether	a	crime	is	charged	as	a	felony,	misdemeanor,	or	an	aggravated	felony	or	misdemeanor,	depends	on
the	specifics	of	the	acts	committed	and	the	relative	ages	of	the	perpetrator	and	victim.	One	penalty	for	conviction	of	these	crimes	is	a	requirement	that	the	perpetrator	register	as	a	sex	offender.	Sex	crimes	in	Iowa	are	categorized	into	three	tiers	and	the	length	of	time	that	a	person	convicted	of	a	crime	must	register	depends	on	the	tier	into	which
their	crime	is	categorized.	People	convicted	of	Tier	I	sex	crimes	must	register	for	10	years.	People	convicted	of	Tier	II	crimes	must	register	for	periods	of	time	from	ten	years	to	life	depending	on	prior	convictions.	People	convicted	of	Tier	III	sex	crimes	must	register	as	a	sex	offender	for	life.	The	seven	statutory	sexual	abuse	charges	used	to	prosecute
age-of-consent	crimes	in	Iowa	are	as	follows:	Indecent	contact	with	a	child:	This	crime	involves	a	perpetrator	who	is	16	or	17	and	a	victim	who	is	at	least	five	years	younger	than	the	perpetrator.	The	conduct	prohibited	is	certain	enumerated	types	of	touching	of	the	victim,	who	is	not	the	perpetrator’s	spouse.	The	motive	of	the	touching	must	be	to
arouse	or	satisfy	the	sexual	desires	of	either	of	the	perpetrator	or	the	victim.	The	crime	is	committed	even	if	the	victim	consents	to	the	touching.	Or,	the	crime	is	committed	If	a	perpetrator	who	is	18	or	older	engages	in	certain	enumerated	types	of	touching	of	a	child	who	is	not	the	offender’s	spouse,	with	or	without	the	child’s	consent,	for	the	same
purpose.	The	crime	is	an	aggravated	misdemeanor	and	the	punishment	is	up	to	1	year	in	prison;	Lascivious	conduct	with	a	minor:	This	crime	is	a	different	crime	from	lascivious	acts	with	a	minor.	This	crime	involves	a	perpetrator	over	the	age	of	18	who	is	in	a	position	of	authority	over	a	minor.	The	perpetrator	must	force,	persuade,	or	coerce	a	minor,
with	or	without	consent,	to	disrobe	or	partially	disrobe	for	the	purpose	of	arousing	or	satisfying	the	sexual	desires	of	either	of	them.	This	crime	is	punishable	by	confinement	for	as	much	as	one	year	in	jail	and	payment	of	a	maximum	fine	of	$1,875;	Lascivious	acts	with	a	minor:	As	a	class	C	felony,	this	crime	applies	to	anyone	who	is	16	or	older	and	the
punishment	is	up	to	5	years	in	prison.	As	a	class	D	felony,	this	crime	also	applies	to	anyone	16	or	over	and	the	punishment	is	up	to	5	years	in	prison.	Again,	the	crime	is	committed	even	if	the	victim	consents	to	the	activity	which	constitutes	the	crime;	Sexual	abuse,	second	degree:	This	is	not	an	age	of	consent	crime.	Rather	it	is	sex	committed	by	force,
display	of	a	weapon	or	threat	of	force	or	against	the	will	of	the	victim	or	with	a	victim	under	the	age	of	12.	In	addition,	the	perpetrator	must	be	aided	or	abetted	by	one	or	more	other	people.	This	crime	is	punishable	by	up	to	25	years	in	state	prison;	Sexual	exploit	of	a	minor:	Iowa	law	allows	this	crime	to	be	prosecuted	as	a	statutory	charge.	This
means	that	this	charge	can	be	applied	in	cases	in	which	the	victim	is	younger	than	the	Iowa	age	of	consent,	i.e.	16,	even	if	the	victim	freely	consents	to	sexual	relations	with	the	perpetrator;	Sexual	exploitation	of	a	minor:	This	crime	consists	of	the	following:	Employing,	using,	inducing,	permitting,	attempting	to	cause,	etc.,	a	minor	to	simulate	a
prohibited	sexual	act	with	the	intent,	knowledge	or	reason	to	know	that	the	act	or	simulated	act	may	be	photographed,	filmed	or	otherwise	preserved	in	a	visual	depiction;	or	Employing,	using,	persuading,	inducing,	permitting,	attempting	to	cause,	etc.	a	minor	to	engage	in	a	prohibited	sexual	act;	This	crime	is	a	Class	C	felony	in	Iowa	which	is
punishable	by	up	to	10	years	in	prison;	Sexual	misconduct	with	offenders	and	juveniles:	This	is	an	aggravated	misdemeanor	punishable	by	up	to	1	year	in	prison.	This	crime	is	committed	when	a	peace	officer,	or	an	officer,	employee,	contractor,	vendor,	volunteer,	or	agent	of	the	department	of	corrections,	or	an	officer,	employee,	or	agent	of	any
department	of	correctional	services	engages	in	a	sex	act	with	a	person	who	is	in	the	custody	of	the	department	of	corrections	or	a	department	of	correctional	services.	As	can	be	seen	from	the	summary	above,	the	penalties	for	violating	Iowa’s	age	of	consent	laws	vary,	but	generally	the	most	severe	punishment	is	10	years	in	prison.	Again,however,
conviction	may	require	registration	as	a	sex	offender.	Consulting	an	Attorney	If	you	believe	that	you	may	have	engaged	in	sexual	conduct	with	a	minor,	then	you	should	consult	a	Iowa	criminal	defense	lawyer.	A	lawyer	can	analyze	the	evidence	and	advise	you	on	your	best	course	of	action.	Or,	if	you	have	been	charged	with	any	of	the	seven	sexual
abuse	charges	related	to	the	age	of	consent,	you	definitely	want	to	consult	an	experienced	criminal	defense	attorney	for	advice	as	to	how	you	want	to	proceed.	If	you	have	already	been	convicted	and	are	unsure	of	the	sex	offender	registration	requirements	and	how	to	meet	them,	you	also	need	to	consult	a	criminal	defense	lawyer	for	guidance	on	how
to	comply	with	your	registration	requirement.	Buy	one	30-minute	consultation	call	or	subscribe	for	unlimited	callsSubscription	includes	access	to	unlimited	consultation	calls	at	a	reduced	priceReceive	quick	expert	feedback	or	review	your	DIY	legal	documentsHave	peace	of	mind	without	a	long	wait	or	industry	standard	retainerGet	the	right	guidance
-	Schedule	a	call	with	a	lawyer	today!Susan	NerlingerAttorney	&	LegalMatch	Legal	WriterUpdating	Author	To	help	certain	young	people	avoid	sex	crime	charges	for	engaging	in	sexual	activities	with	each	other,	Iowa	has	imposed	legal	protections,	commonly	called	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	laws	that	apply	to	a	particular	age	group.Contact	UsSpecifically,
Iowa’s	Romeo	and	Juliet	defense	allows	14	and	15-year-olds	to	engage	in	consensual	sexual	activity	with	partners	who	are	no	more	than	4	years	older	than	them.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	age	of	consent	is	16	in	Iowa,	meaning	anyone	below	the	age	of	16	cannot	legally	consent	to	sex	even	if	they	willingly	and	excitedly	say	“yes.”	As	such,	high	schoolers,
particularly,	juniors	and	seniors,	risked	facing	statutory	rape	charges	for	having	sex	with	their	younger	peers.Without	the	Romeo	and	Juliet	law	in	place,	16,	17,	and	18-year-olds	would	face	statutory	rape	charges,	among	other	sex	crime	accusations	potentially,	for	engaging	in	sexual	relations	with	14	and	15-year-old	teens.	However,	the	law	helps
teens	ages	16	to	18	steer	clear	of	statutory	rape	charges	for	having	sex	with	14	or	15	year-olds.	The	law	does	not,	however,	permit	these	age	groups	to	have	sexual	relations	with	anyone	under	14.Another	exception	is	marriage.	An	18-year-old	is	allowed	to	have	sex	with	someone	under	15	ONLY	if	they	are	married,	while	a	17-year-old	may	have	sexual
relations	with	a	14-year-old	only	if	they	are	married.Can	a	15-Year-Old	Date	a	20-Year-Old	in	Iowa?14	and	15-year-olds	are	only	allowed	to	engage	in	sexual	activity	with	someone	who	is	no	more	than	4	years	older	than	them.	With	this	in	mind,	15-year-olds	and	20-year-olds	cannot	have	sex	in	Iowa	because	there	is	a	5-year	age	gap.	Doing	so	may
warrant	criminal	sexual	abuse	charges.Can	a	13-Year-Old	Date	a	16-year-Old	in	Iowa?Anyone	under	the	age	of	14	cannot	receive	protection	under	the	Romeo	and	Juliet	law,	as	it	only	applies	to	sex	involving	14	and	15-year-olds.	Thus,	a	16-year-old	cannot	have	a	dating	relationship	involving	sex	with	a	13-year-old.Can	a	20-Year-Old	Date	a	16-Year-Old
in	Iowa?16	is	the	age	of	consent	in	Iowa,	so	a	16-year-old	may	date	a	20-year-old	and	legally	have	sex	with	their	partner.What	Happens	If	Two	13-Year-Olds	Date	in	Iowa?Two	13-year-olds	can	date	each	other,	technically,	but	they	cannot	legally	consent	to	sex.	Iowa’s	Romeo	and	Juliet	law	does	not	apply	to	anyone	younger	than	14,	therefore,	two	13-
year-olds	cannot	have	sex	n	Iowa.Can	an	18-Year-Old	Date	a	16-Year-Old	in	Iowa?As	mentioned	before,	anyone	who	meets	the	age	of	consent	may	have	sex	with	others	who	are	16	or	older	if	it	is	willful	and	mutually	consensual.	Since	18	is	above	the	age	of	consent,	16-year-olds	can	have	sex	with	18-year-olds	in	Iowa.Can	You	Get	Jail	Time	for	Statutory
Rape?Statutory	rape	is	often	charged	as	third-degree	sexual	abuse	in	Iowa.	This	class	C	felony	is	punishable	by	up	to	10	years	in	prison	and/or	fines	ranging	from	$1,000	to	$10,000.	Again,	this	offense	is	committed	when	a	victim	is	14	or	15	and	the	defendant	is	MORE	than	4	years	older	than	them.A	conviction	for	statutory	rape,	known	as	sexual
abuse	in	the	third	degree,	also	results	in	mandatory	sex	offender	registration.	A	convicted	sex	offender	who	is	20	years	old	or	older	is	generally	required	to	enlist	in	Iowa’s	Sex	Offender	Registry	(SOR),	a	public	database	that	displays	offenders’	identifying	information	and	crime	details.What	Does	Consent	Look	Like?It’s	important	to	realize	that	even	if
two	people	engage	in	lawful	sexual	activity,	they	could	still	get	charged	for	sex	crimes	if	such	activity	was	not	consensual.	Forcing,	threatening,	or	pressuring	someone	to	have	sex	is	illegal	under	all	circumstances,	no	matter	what	age	you	are.For	this	reason,	we	discuss	what	consent	looks	like.	Consent	can	be	revoked	at	any	time	and	may	be
expressed	differently.	Take	a	look	at	some	examples	of	consent	below,	provided	by	RAINN:Asking	permission	before	changing	the	type	or	degree	of	sexual	activityConfirming	that	there	is	a	mutual	interest	before	initiating	any	physical	touchInforming	your	partner	that	you	can	stop	at	any	timePeriodically	checking	in	with	your	partner,	such	as	asking
“Is	this	still	okay?”Providing	positive	feedback	when	you’re	comfortable	with	an	activityExplicitly	agreeing	to	certain	activities,	either	by	saying	“yes”	or	another	affirmative	statement,	like	“I’m	open	to	trying”Using	physical	cues	to	let	the	other	person	know	you’re	comfortable	taking	things	to	the	next	levelRAINN	also	describes	what	consent	does
NOT	look	like,	which	is:Refusing	to	take	“no”	for	an	answerBeing	disengaged,	nonresponsive,	or	visibly	upsetAssuming	that	wearing	certain	clothes,	flirting,	or	kissing	is	an	invitation	for	anything	moreBeing	under	the	legal	age	of	consent	(16	in	Iowa)Being	incapacitated	because	of	drugs	or	alcoholPressuring	someone	into	sexual	activity	through	fear
or	intimidationAssuming	you	have	permission	to	engage	in	a	sexual	act	because	you’ve	done	it	in	the	pastKnowing	what	consent	does	and	does	not	look	like	could	better	help	you	avoid	criminal	accusations,	but	our	lawyers	understand	that	you	could	still	end	up	with	sex	crime	charges,	nonetheless.If	you	are	facing	these	allegations,	reach	out	online	or
by	calling	(515)	329-3100	to	learn	your	next	steps.
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