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Prev	Article	Next	Article	Understanding	the	difference	between	farther	and	further	is	a	common	challenge	for	English	learners	and	even	for	native	speakers.	Both	words	relate	to	the	idea	of	distance,	but	they	are	not	used	the	same	way.	The	key	difference	lies	in	whether	the	distance	is	physical	(something	you	can	measure)	or	figurative	(such	as
progress	or	time).	In	this	article,	youll	learn	everything	you	need	to	know	about	farther	vs.	further,	including	clear	grammar	rules,	easy-to-follow	examples,	common	mistakes	to	avoid,	and	simple	tips	to	help	you	use	each	word	correctly	in	everyday	English.	What	Does	Farther	Mean?Farther	specifically	refers	to	physical	distance	something	that	can	be
measured	in	miles,	feet,	kilometers,	or	any	other	physical	units.	When	you	use	farther,	you	are	talking	about	real,	measurable	space.	For	example,	if	youre	discussing	how	much	farther	it	is	to	the	next	town	or	how	much	farther	you	need	to	run	to	reach	the	finish	line,	farther	is	the	correct	choice.Examples:The	school	is	farther	from	my	house	than	the
grocery	store.He	threw	the	ball	farther	than	anyone	else.How	much	farther	is	the	museum	from	here?What	Does	Further	Mean?On	the	other	hand,	further	is	used	when	speaking	about	figurative	distance	or	non-physical	advancement.	It	refers	to	ideas	like	progress,	time,	or	depth	in	discussions	rather	than	actual	miles	or	steps.	Further	can	also	act	as
a	synonym	for	more	or	additional,	especially	when	talking	about	extending	a	conversation,	research,	career,	or	support.Examples:Lets	discuss	this	matter	further	in	the	meeting.She	wants	to	further	her	education	by	attending	graduate	school.For	further	information,	please	contact	the	main	office.How	to	Use	Farther	and	Further	in
EnglishUnderstanding	how	farther	and	further	work	in	grammar	will	make	your	English	sound	much	more	natural.	Both	words	can	be	used	as	adjectives	and	adverbs,	and	further	can	also	be	used	as	a	verb.	Lets	break	it	down	clearly:1.	As	AdjectivesBoth	farther	and	further	can	describe	nouns.Farther	is	used	for	physical	distance:Example:	The	farther
distance	tired	the	runners.Further	is	used	for	figurative	or	additional	meaning:Example:	She	plans	to	take	further	studies	next	year.2.	As	AdverbsBoth	words	can	also	describe	how	something	is	done	(verbs).Farther	shows	physical	movement:Example:	He	ran	farther	than	I	expected.Further	shows	abstract	progress	or	additional	action:Example:	She
studied	further	into	the	night.3.	As	a	VerbOnly	further	can	be	used	as	a	verb,	meaning	to	advance	or	to	help	progress.Example:	She	wants	to	further	her	education	by	studying	abroad.Note:	Farther	is	never	used	as	a	verb.4.	Comparative	and	Superlative	FormsBoth	farther	and	further	are	already	comparative	forms,	meaning	they	compare	two
distances	or	ideas.	There	is	no	word	like	fartherer	or	furtherer	in	English.For	the	superlative,	we	use:Farthest	greatest	physical	distance.Example:	Pluto	is	the	farthest	planet	from	the	sun.Furthest	greatest	figurative	or	conceptual	distance.Example:	She	went	to	the	furthest	extremes	to	prove	her	point.Farther	vs.	Further:	Can	They	Be	Used
Interchangeably?Sometimes,	especially	in	American	English,	farther	and	further	are	used	interchangeably	when	talking	about	physical	distances.	However,	for	formal	writing	and	careful	speaking,	its	best	to	follow	the	traditional	distinction:	farther	for	physical	distance,	further	for	figurative	or	abstract	ideas.Example	of	Interchangeable	Use
(informal):New	York	is	farther/further	from	here	than	Chicago.Example	where	only	further	is	correct:Lets	not	discuss	this	any	farther.	(Incorrect)Lets	not	discuss	this	any	further.	(Correct)Quiz:	Farther	vs.	FurtherTest	your	understanding	with	this	quick	quiz!	Choose	the	correct	word:1.	How	much	___	do	we	have	to	drive	to	reach	the	hotel?a)
fartherb)	further2.	She	went	back	to	school	to	___	her	career	opportunities.a)	fartherb)	further3.	We	cannot	go	any	___	without	permission	from	the	manager.a)	fartherb)	further4.	The	river	runs	___	to	the	south.a)	fartherb)	further5.	If	you	need	___	explanation,	feel	free	to	ask.a)	fartherb)	further6.	I	can	throw	the	ball	much	___	than	before.a)	fartherb)
further7.	His	research	will	___	the	understanding	of	climate	change.a)	fartherb)	further8.	They	decided	to	postpone	the	meeting	until	___	notice.a)	fartherb)	further9.	Its	a	lot	___	than	I	thought	to	reach	the	summit.a)	fartherb)	further10.	Lets	not	discuss	this	topic	any	___.a)	fartherb)	furtherQuiz	Answers1)	farther2)	further3)	further4)	farther5)
further6)	farther7)	further8)	further9)	farther10)	further	Prev	Article	Next	Article	adverb	(3)adjective	(3)verb	(used	with	object)	(1)View	synonyms	for	furtherat	or	to	a	greater	distance;	farther.I'm	too	tired	to	go	further.at	or	to	a	more	advanced	point;	to	a	greater	extent.Let's	not	discuss	it	further.in	addition;	moreover.Further,	he	should	be	here	any
minute.more	distant	or	remote;	farther.The	map	shows	it	to	be	further	than	I	thought.more	extended.Does	this	mean	a	further	delay?additional;	more.Further	meetings	seem	pointless.to	help	forward	(a	work,	undertaking,	cause,	etc.);	promote;	advance;	forward.You	can	always	count	on	him	to	further	his	own	interests.in	addition;	furthermoreto	a
greater	degree	or	extentto	or	at	a	more	advanced	pointto	or	at	a	greater	distance	in	time	or	space;	fartherCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012additional;	moremore	distant	or	remote	in	time	or
space;	fartherCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012(tr)	to	assist	the	progress	of;	promoteCollins	English	Dictionary	Complete	&	Unabridged	2012	Digital	Edition	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,
1986	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012Origin	of	further1First	recorded	before	900;	Middle	English	furthere,	Old	English	furthra;	cognate	with	German	vordere	more	advancedOrigin	of	further1Old	English	furthor	;	related	to	Old	Frisian	further	,	Old	Saxon	furthor	,	Old	High	German	furdar	;	see	forthExamples
are	provided	to	illustrate	real-world	usage	of	words	in	context.	Any	opinions	expressed	do	not	reflect	the	views	of	Dictionary.com.Back	at	base	camp,	the	fruits	were	frozen	to	halt	further	ripening.Read	more	on	Science	DailyA	spokesperson	from	NHS	Fife	said:	"We	note	the	intention	to	bring	further	legal	proceedings	and	have	referred	this	to	our
legal	team."Sheffield	Wednesday	have	been	given	a	further	six-point	deduction	by	the	English	Football	League	for	regulation	breaches	leaving	them	27	points	from	safety	in	the	Championship.He	further	explained	that	complicated	questions	in	the	competition	force	the	programme	to	its	limits	and	has	inspired	developers	to	continuously	improve	the
programme	accordingly	through	new	features	such	as	Copilot."Airbus	is	taking	a	conservative	approach	and	is	inspecting	all	aircraft	potentially	impacted	--	knowing	that	only	a	portion	of	them	will	need	further	action	to	be	taken,"	she	added.encourageexpeditefacilitatehastenhelppromotespeedWhats	the	difference	between	further	and	farther?Further
commonly	means	to	a	greater	figurative	distance,	as	in	Nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth,	or	to	a	greater	extent,	as	in	Lets	discuss	this	further.	It	can	also	mean	at	or	to	a	greater	literal	distance.	This	is	what	farther	most	commonly	means,	as	in	a	few	steps	farther	or	two	miles	farther	or	Were	moving	even	farther	away.The	traditional	distinction
is	that	farther	is	used	for	literal	distances	and	that	further	should	be	used	for	figurative	distances	or	metaphorical	extents,	though	in	everyday	communication,	they	are	often	used	interchangeably,	with	further	being	often	used	for	literal	distances	and	farther	being	used	to	mean	at	a	more	advanced	point	or	to	a	great	extent.However,	further	is	used	in
a	few	ways	that	farther	is	not.	Further	can	be	used	as	a	verb	meaning	to	advance	something,	such	as	an	agenda	or	cause,	as	in	This	will	help	to	further	our	cause.	As	an	adjective,	further	can	mean	more	extended,	as	in	further	delays,	or	additional,	as	in	We	will	hold	further	meetings.	It	can	also	be	used	in	the	beginning	of	a	sentence	or	clause	to	mean
the	same	thing	as	furthermore,	in	addition,	or	moreover,	as	in	I	dont	like	ice	cream.	Further,	I	dont	like	pistachios.	So	why	would	you	buy	me	pistachio	ice	cream?You	can	remember	that	farther	is	typically	used	for	literal	distance	by	remembering	that	its	the	comparative	form	of	the	adjective	far,	with	the	superlative	form	being	farthest.Heres	an
example	of	further	and	farther	used	correctly	in	the	same	sentence.Example:	I	have	to	drive	farther	than	usual	for	work	todayIll	explain	further	when	I	get	home.Want	to	learn	more?	Go	the	distance	by	reading	the	full	breakdown	of	the	difference	between	further	and
farther.FrthfurtheranceBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	WordReference	Random	House	Learner's	Dictionary	of	American	English	2025further/fr/USA	pronunciation	comparative	adv.	and	adj.
of	farwith	superlative	furthest,v.adv.at	or	to	a	greater	distance;	farther:too	tired	to	go	further.	at	or	to	a	more	advanced	point:Let's	not	discuss	it	further.	in	addition;	moreover:Further,	he	should	be	here	any	minute.	adj.more	distant	or	remote;	farther:The	map	shows	it	to	be	further	than	I	thought.	more	extended:[before	a	noun]a	further	delay.
additional;	more:[before	a	noun]Further	meetings	seem	pointless.	v.[~+object]to	help	forward	(a	work,	etc.);	promote;	advance:counted	on	her	to	further	our	cause.	furtherance,	n.[uncountable]the	furtherance	of	her	aims.	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	2025further	(frr),USA	pronunciationcompar.	adv.	and
adj.	of	farwith	superl.	furthest,v.adv.at	or	to	a	greater	distance;	farther:I'm	too	tired	to	go	further.	at	or	to	a	more	advanced	point;	to	a	greater	extent:Let's	not	discuss	it	further.	in	addition;	moreover:Further,	he	should	be	here	any	minute.	adj.more	distant	or	remote;	farther:The	map	shows	it	to	be	further	than	I	thought.	more	extended:Does	this
mean	a	further	delay?	additional;	more:Further	meetings	seem	pointless.	v.t.to	help	forward	(a	work,	undertaking,	cause,	etc.);	promote;	advance;	forward:You	can	always	count	on	him	to	further	his	own	interests.	bef.	900;	Middle	English	furthere,	Old	English	furthra;	cognate	with	German	vordere	more	advanced	furtherer,	n.	Collins	Concise	English
Dictionary	HarperCollins	Publishers::further	/f/	adv	in	addition;	furthermore	to	a	greater	degree	or	extent	to	or	at	a	more	advanced	point	to	or	at	a	greater	distance	in	time	or	space;	farther	adj	additional;	more	more	distant	or	remote	in	time	or	space;	farther	vb	(transitive)	to	assist	the	progress	of;	promoteSee	also	far,	furthestEtymology:	Old	English
furthor;	related	to	Old	Frisian	further,	Old	Saxon	furthor,	Old	High	German	furdar;	see	forthUSAGE:	See	fartherWordReference	Random	House	Learner's	Dictionary	of	American	English	2025far/fr/USA	pronunciation	adv.,	adj.,fartheror	further,	farthestor	furthest.adv.at	or	to	a	great	distance	or	remote	point;	a	long	way	off:How	far	is	it	from	here?	at
or	to	a	remote	or	advanced	time;	for	a	long	time:They	stayed	up	talking	far	into	the	night.	at	or	to	a	great,	advanced,	or	definite	point	or	degree	of	progress:You	may	have	gone	too	far.	much	or	many:I	need	far	more	time.	adj.being	at	a	great	distance;	remote	in	time	or	place:the	far	future.	more	distant	of	the	two:[before	a	noun]The	window	is	in	the
far	corner.	Idioms	Idioms	a	far	cry:	quite	some	distance;	removed:a	far	cry	from	civilization.	very	different;	in	sharp	contrast:This	tiny	apartment	is	a	far	cry	from	what	she	is	accustomed	to.	Idioms	by	far:	by	a	great	deal;	very	much:That	minivan	is	too	expensive	by	far.	plainly;	obviously:This	melon	is	by	far	the	ripest	of	all.	Idioms	far	and	away,	without
doubt;	to	a	large	extent:This	was	far	and	away	the	best	house	we	could	find.	Idioms	far	and	wide,	to	great	lengths;	over	great	distances:The	boy	searched	far	and	wide	for	his	dog.	Idioms	far	be	it	from	me,	I	do	not	wish	or	dare	(to	interrupt,	criticize,	etc.):Far	be	it	from	me	to	complain.	Idioms	go	far,	[no	obj]	to	achieve	a	great	deal:She's	a	promising
worker;	I'm	sure	she'll	go	far.	Idioms	how	far,	to	what	distance,	extent,	or	degree:How	far	can	we	go	with	this	plan?	Idioms	so	far:	up	to	now:So	far	the	budget	cuts	haven't	hit	us	too	badly.	up	to	a	certain	point	or	extent:The	road	was	built	only	so	far	before	they	ran	out	of	money.	Idioms	the	far	side,	the	farther	or	opposite	side:the	far	side	of	the	moon.
Idioms	thus	far,	so	far:Thus	far	we've	been	spared	any	crises.	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	2025far	(fr),USA	pronunciationadv.,	adj.,fartheror	further,	farthestor	furthest.adv.at	or	to	a	great	distance;	a	long	way	off;	at	or	to	a	remote	point:We	sailed	far	ahead	of	the	fleet.	at	or	to	a	remote	or	advanced
time:We	talked	far	into	the	night.	at	or	to	a	great,	advanced,	or	definite	point	of	progress,	or	degree:Having	come	this	far,	we	might	as	well	continue.	much	or	many:I	need	far	more	time.	We	gained	far	more	advantages.	Idioms	as	far	as.Seeas1(def.	16).	Idioms	by	far:	by	a	great	deal;	very	much:too	expensive	by	far.	plainly;	obviously:This	melon	is	by
far	the	ripest	of	the	lot.	Idioms	far	and	away,	by	far;	undoubtedly:She	is	far	and	away	the	smartest	one	in	the	class.	Idioms	far	and	wide,	to	great	lengths;	over	great	distances:He	traveled	far	and	wide	in	search	of	his	missing	son.Also,far	and	near,	near	and	far.	Idioms	far	be	it	from	me,	I	do	not	wish	or	dare	(to	interrupt,	criticize,	etc.):Far	be	it	from
me	to	complain,	but	it's	getting	stuffy	in	here.	Idioms,	Slang	Terms	far	out,	[Slang.]	unconventional;	offbeat:His	sense	of	humor	is	far	out.	radical;	extreme:political	opinions	that	are	far	out.	recondite	or	esoteric:an	interest	in	art	that	was	considered	far	out.	Idioms	go	far:	to	attain	success:With	so	much	talent	he	should	go	far.	to	have	a	great	effect
toward;	help:The	new	evidence	will	go	far	toward	proving	the	defendant's	guilt.	Idioms	how	far,	to	what	distance,	extent,	or	degree:She	didn't	know	how	far	they	had	gone	in	the	mathematics	text.	How	far	do	you	think	they	can	be	trusted?	Idioms	so	far:	up	to	now:So	far,	I've	had	no	reply	to	my	request.	up	to	a	certain	point	or	extent:We	were	able	to
plan	only	so	far	because	of	various	factors	beyond	our	control.	Idioms	so	far	so	good,	succeeding	or	managing	adequately	to	this	point;	doing	well	thus	far:The	work	is	difficult,	but	so	far	so	good.	Idioms	thus	far:	up	to	the	present;	up	to	now:We	have	met	no	resistance	to	our	plan	thus	far.	to	a	particular	degree,	point,	or	extent:When	you	get	thus	far	in
the	experiment,	consult	with	the	professor.	adj.being	at	a	great	distance;	remote	in	time	or	place:a	far	country;	the	far	future.	extending	to	a	great	distance:the	far	frontiers	of	empire.	more	distant	of	the	two:the	far	side.	Idioms	a	far	cry	from.Seecry(def.	30).	Idioms	few	and	far	between.Seefew(def.	2).	Idioms	on	the	far	side	of.Seeside(def.	21).	Idioms
the	far	side.Seeside(def.	24).	bef.	900;	Middle	English	far,	fer,	Old	English	feorr;	cognate	with	Old	High	German	ferr,	Old	Norse	fjar,	Gothic	fairra;	akin	to	German	fern	far,	Latin	porr	forward,	further	farness,	n.	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	HarperCollins	Publishers::far	/f/	adv	(farther,	further,	farthest,	furthest)	at,	to,	or	from	a	great	distance	at
or	to	a	remote	time:	far	in	the	future	to	a	considerable	degree;	very	much:	a	far	better	planas	far	as	to	the	degree	or	extent	that	to	the	distance	or	place	of	informal	with	reference	to;	as	forby	far	by	a	considerable	marginfar	and	away	by	a	very	great	marginfar	and	wide	over	great	distances;	everywherefar	be	it	from	me	I	would	not	presume;	on	no
account:	far	be	it	from	me	to	tell	you	what	to	dogo	far	to	be	successful;	achieve	much:	your	son	will	go	far	to	be	sufficient	or	last	long:	the	wine	didn't	go	fargo	too	far	to	exceed	reasonable	limitsso	far	up	to	the	present	moment	up	to	a	certain	point,	extent,	degree,	etc	adj	(prenominal)	remote	in	space	or	time:	a	far	country,	in	the	far	past	extending	a
great	distance;	long	more	distant:	the	far	end	of	the	roomfar	from	in	a	degree,	state,	etc,	remote	from:	we	are	far	from	finishedEtymology:	Old	English	feorr;	related	to	Old	Frisian	fr,	Old	High	German	ferro,	Latin	porro	forwards,	Greek	pera	furtherfarness	n	Which	Word?further	/	farther	/	farthest	/	furthestThese	are	the	comparative	and	superlative
forms	of	far.To	talk	about	distance,	further	and	farthest	are	the	most	common:I	have	to	travel	further	to	work	now.	the	house	farthest	away	from	the	roadTo	talk	about	the	degree	or	extent	of	something,	further/furthest	are	usually	preferred:Lets	consider	this	point	further.Further,	but	not	farther,	can	also	be	used	in	formal	situations	to	mean	more	or
additional:Are	there	any	further/more/additional	questions?Idioms	far	away	from	home;	to	or	in	places	that	are	not	near	You	can	rent	a	car	if	you	want	to	explore	further	afield.	Journalists	came	from	as	far	afield	as	China.	1to	say	more	about	something,	or	make	a	more	extreme	point	about	it	I	would	go	even	further	and	suggest	that	the	entire	industry
is	corrupt.	2to	last	longer;	to	serve	more	people	They	watered	down	the	soup	to	make	it	go	further.	if	you	tell	someone	that	a	secret	will	go	no	further,	you	promise	not	to	tell	it	to	anyone	else	to	take	more	serious	action	about	something	or	speak	to	someone	at	a	higher	level	about	it	I	am	not	satisfied	with	your	explanation	and	intend	to	take	the	matter
further.See	further	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	Learner's	Dictionary	Added	to	an	existing	or	usual	amount	or	number	We	also	require	further	information	on	how	the	transition	to	the	new	evergreen	tariff	regime	might	be	achieved.	More	distant	in	space	than	another	item	of	the	same	kind	Two	men	were	standing	at	the	further	end	of	the	clearing.	More
remote	from	a	central	point	The	museum	is	in	the	further	reaches	of	the	town.	Serving	as	an	effective	means	of	pursuing	an	aim	or	goal	A	greater	amount	In	addition	to	what	has	been	stated	The	size	of	the	market	is	several	orders	of	magnitude	higher.	Further,	it	is	available	24	hours	per	day.	In	addition	to	what	has	been	stated	And,	further,	he	will
likely	eat	his	cake.	At,	or	to,	a	more	distant	or	advanced	position	or	point	For	some	time,	I	had	wanted	to	move	further	from	London.	Used	to	emphasize	the	difference	between	a	supposed	or	suggested	fact	or	state	of	mind	and	the	truth	Nothing	could	be	further	from	his	mind	than	marrying.	Additional	to	what	already	exists	or	has	already	taken	place,
been	done,	or	been	accounted	for	The	size	of	the	central	database	can	be	reduced	further	by	several	factors	using	this	method.	Remaining,	or	in	addition	Further	forward	in	time	or	place	To	foster	the	growth	or	development	of	He	had	depended	on	using	them	to	further	his	own	career.	(lead	to)	To	culminate	or	result	in	a	particular	event	or
consequence	To	advance	or	to	promote	the	growth	of	To	accept,	support,	or	take	on	as	one's	own	(an	idea	or	a	cause)	To	persuade	someone	of	the	merits	of	(in	addition	to)	As	well	as	On	top	of	one	or	ones	previously	referred	to	Introducing	the	continuation	of	narration	from	a	previous	understood	point	Helping	you	navigate	the	linguistic	road	ahead
Some	usage	guides	teach	that	fartherplay	refers	to	physical	distance	and	furtherplay	to	figurative	distance,	but	it	might	be	better	to	let	your	ear	guide	you.	Historically,	these	words	have	been	interchangeable	with	regard	to	distance,	but	further	is	the	preferred	choice	for	the	adverb	meaning	"moreover,"	the	adjective	sense	meaning	"additional,"	and
as	a	verb	("to	further	one's	career").	For	most	sets	of	commonly	confused	words	a	nice	and	simple	this	word	means	X	and	that	other	word	means	Y	sentence	can	be	crafted.	But	here	are	certain	exceptions;	some	pairs	of	words	appear	to	have	a	simple	distinction,	but	when	inspected	closer	will	soon	have	you	questioning	whether	we	can	ever	truly	say
that	a	word	means	anything.	You	know,	like	further	and	farther.	They've	been	mixed	up	for	what	seems	forever.	The	case	of	further	and	farther	has	been	common	enough	over	the	past	hundred-plus	years	that	dozens	of	usage	guides	have	had	a	crack	at	coming	up	with	a	simple	explanation.	The	most	common	quick	answer	is	usually	something	along
the	lines	of	"farther	is	for	physical	distance	and	further	is	for	figurative	distance."	As	is	often	the	case,	however,	simple	rules	run	into	the	buzzsaw	of	actual	usage.	Furtherdowntheriver,	the	boat	carrying	Phillips	and	Pereira	powered	homewards	through	the	darkness	towards	a	perfect	full	moon.	Tom	Phillips,	The	Guardian	(London,	Eng.),	17	Jun.	2022
Without	that	last-minute	salvation,	I	would	have	had	to	return	next	summer	to	get	to	St.	Kilda,	which	is	another	(nearly)	hundred	miles	further	west.	Neel	Mukherjee,	The	New	York	Times	20	May	2018	The	Origins	of	Further	vs.	Farther	The	problem	of	distinguishing	between	further	and	farther	is	compounded	by	the	fact	that	each	of	these	words	can
be	an	adverb,	adjective,	or	a	verb,	and	has	multiple	meanings	in	some	of	these	parts	of	speech.	In	certain	cases	you	would	do	well	to	use	one	over	the	other,	in	other	cases	there	is	a	degree	of	leeway,	and	in	still	others	it	doesnt	much	matter	which	one	you	use.	Welcome	to	English.	Further	is	the	older	of	the	two,	with	farther	originating	from	it	as	a
variant	in	Middle	English.	For	much	of	their	history	the	words	have	been	used	interchangeably.	As	adverbs,	they	still	are	interchangeable	when	applied	to	distance	(whether	spatial,	temporal,	or	metaphorical).	Many	usage	guides	will	still	recommend	keeping	farther	reserved	for	literal	distance	and	further	for	figurative,	but	there	is	enough	recently
published	evidence	of	the	figurative	use	of	farther	that	it	is	difficult	to	say	it	is	a	mistake.	Go	farther	back	in	history	and	you	find	composers	being	equally	subversive	in	clever,	coded	ways.	Richard	Morrison,	The	Times	(London,	Eng.),	22	Sept.	2017	As	Adverbs	As	adverbs,	further	and	farther	are	not	confined	to	distance,	and	this	leads	to	one	clearer
distinction	between	the	words.	Further	has	the	meaning	of	moreover	or	additionally,	one	that	is	not	shared	by	farther.	Farther	does	not	work	very	well	as	a	sentence	adverb,	and	so	it	would	sound	rather	awkward	to	begin	a	sentence	with	Farther,	Id	like	to	address	the	issue	of	why	these	words	are	so	confusing.	As	Adjectives	When	using	these	words
as	adjectives	there	are	similar	degrees	of	overlap	and	distinction.	While	both	words	are	defined	as	carrying	the	meaning	of	additional,	this	role	has	now	been	almost	entirely	taken	over	by	further.	He	became	aware	that	Mr.	Jackson	was	clearing	his	throat	preparatory	to	farther	revelations.	Edith	Wharton,	The	Age	of	Innocence,	1920	Well,	he	began,
without	any	further	greeting.	Katherine	Anne	Porter,	Ladies	Home	Journal,	Aug.	1971	It	is	easy	enough	to	find	writers,	such	as	Edith	Wharton,	who	in	the	past	century	have	used	farther	to	mean	additional,"	but	this	use	has	decreased	enough	in	recent	decades	that	you	are	advised	to	choose	further.	However,	when	using	an	adjective	to	refer	to
distance,	either	literal	or	figurative,	the	words	are	once	again	interchangeable	(although	further	is	increasing	in	frequency).	a	show	of	artists	simply	at	work,	whether	making	expressionistic	paintings,	idiosyncratic	functional	constructions,	casting	the	further	shores	of	socially	activist	conceptualism.	Jerry	Saltz,	New	York,	20	Mar.	2017	His	business
specializes	in	shellfish	caught	off	the	Mediterranean	coast,	including	oysters	from	the	Camargue	and	mussels	from	Bouzigues	in	southern	France,	though	fruits	de	mer	from	farther	shores,	like	Brittany	lobsters,	can	also	be	found.	Rathe	Tep,	The	New	York	Times,	22	Jul.	2018	As	Verbs	Finally	providing	use	with	a	degree	of	clarity,	further	is	the
undisputed	winner	in	the	verb	bloodfest	(e.g.,	you	attempt	to	further	your	career	by	pretending	to	work	harder	than	you	actually	do).	This	is	not	to	say	that	farther	hasnt	also	been	used	as	a	verb,	but	it	is	now	rare	enough	that	you	can	sneer	at	anyone	who	uses	it	in	this	fashion	(just	kidding;	please	do	not	sneer	at	people	for	their	linguistic
nonconformity).	We	understand	that	people	who	are	looking	for	usage	guidance	have	a	marked	preference	for	single-sentence	answers.	In	some	cases	it	is	not	possible	to	distill	hundreds	of	years	of	shifting	usage	into	a	few	dozen	words.	If	you	come	across	a	situation	which	the	paragraphs	above	do	not	address,	there	is	always	the	standard	dodge
given	by	usage	guides	when	no	clear	answer	is	possible:	let	your	ear	guide	you.	Want	More	Commonly	Confused	Words?	'Then'	vs.	'Than'	'They're'	vs.	'There'	vs.	'Their'	'Who'	vs.	'Whom'	'Affect'	vs.	'Effect'	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.	furthermore;	in	addition:	further,	he	even	brought	a	friend;	help	or	advance	the
progress	of:	She	will	further	her	own	career.	[Farther	and	further	have	been	used	interchangeably	throughout	their	histories.	However,	only	further	should	be	used	to	mean	moreover,	furthermore,	additionally,	or	to	advance	the	progress	of.]Not	to	be	confused	with:farther	at	or	to	a	greater	distance,	degree,	or	extent:	the	farther	side	of	the
buildingAbused,	Confused,	&	Misused	Words	by	Mary	Embree	Copyright	2007,	2013	by	Mary	Embree	(frthr)adj.A	comparative	of	far1.	More	distant	in	degree,	time,	or	space:	a	result	that	was	further	from	our	expectations	than	last	time;	the	further	lamppost.2.	Additional:	a	further	example;	a	further	delay.adv.A	comparative	of	far1.	To	a	greater
extent;	more:	considered	further	the	consequences	of	her	actions.2.	In	addition;	furthermore:	He	stated	further	that	he	would	not	cooperate	with	the	committee.3.	At	or	to	a	more	distant	or	advanced	point:	went	only	three	miles	further;	reading	five	pages	further	tonight.	See	Usage	Note	at	farther.tr.v.	furthered,	furthering,	furthers	To	help	the
progress	of;	promote.	See	Synonyms	at	advance.[Middle	English,	from	Old	English	furthra,	from	furthor,	farther.	Adv.,	from	Middle	English,	from	Old	English	furthor;	see	per	in	Indo-European	roots.]American	Heritage	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by
Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(f)	adv1.	in	addition;	furthermore2.	to	a	greater	degree	or	extent3.	to	or	at	a	more	advanced	point4.	to	or	at	a	greater	distance	in	time	or	space;	fartheradj6.	more	distant	or	remote	in	time	or	space;	farthervb	(tr)	to	assist	the	progress	of;	promote[Old	English	furthor;	related	to	Old
Frisian	further,	Old	Saxon	furthor,	Old	High	German	furdar;	see	forth]Collins	English	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(fr	r)	adv.	1.	at	or	to	a	greater	distance;	farther:	too	tired	to	go	further.	2.	at	or	to	a	more	advanced	point;	to	a	greater
extent:	Let's	not	discuss	it	further.	3.	in	addition;	moreover:	Further,	he	should	be	here	any	minute.	adj.	4.	more	distant	or	remote;	farther:	The	map	shows	it	to	be	further	than	I	thought.	5.	more	extended:	a	further	delay?	6.	additional;	more:	Further	meetings	seem	pointless.	v.t.	7.	to	help	forward	(a	work,	undertaking,	cause,	etc.);	promote;	advance;
forward:	You	can	always	count	on	her	to	further	good	causes.	[before	900;	Middle	English	furthere,	Old	English	furthra]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	furtherFarther	and	further	are	both	comparative	forms	of	far.	Farthest	and
furthest	are	the	superlative	forms.	When	you	are	talking	about	distance,	you	can	use	any	of	these	forms.Birds	were	able	to	find	food	by	flying	farther	and	farther.He	must	have	found	a	window	open	further	along	the	balcony.Gus	was	in	the	farthest	corner	of	the	room.The	sun	is	then	at	its	furthest	point	to	the	south.However,	when	you	are	talking
about	the	degree	or	extent	of	something,	you	can	only	use	further	or	furthest.He	needed	to	develop	his	reading	further.The	furthest	you	can	get	on	a	farm	is	foreman,	and	you	won't	be	this	until	it's	nearly	time	to	retire.Collins	COBUILD	English	Usage	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	2004,	2011,	2012Past	participle:	furtheredGerund:
furtheringImperativePresentPreteritePresent	ContinuousPresent	PerfectPast	ContinuousPast	PerfectFutureFuture	PerfectFuture	ContinuousPresent	Perfect	ContinuousFuture	Perfect	ContinuousPast	Perfect	ContinuousConditionalPast	ConditionalCollins	English	Verb	Tables	HarperCollins	Publishers	2011	Verb1.further	-	promote	the	growth	of;
"Foster	our	children's	well-being	and	education"2.further	-	contribute	to	the	progress	or	growth	of;	"I	am	promoting	the	use	of	computers	in	the	classroom"encourage,	promote,	boost,	advanceconnive	at,	wink	at	-	give	one's	silent	approval	tofoster,	further	-	promote	the	growth	of;	"Foster	our	children's	well-being	and	education"spur	-	incite	or
stimulate;	"The	Academy	was	formed	to	spur	research"help	-	contribute	to	the	furtherance	of;	"This	money	will	help	the	development	of	literacy	in	developing	countries"carry	-	take	further	or	advance;	"carry	a	cause"feed	-	support	or	promote;	"His	admiration	fed	her	vanity"conduce,	contribute,	lead	-	be	conducive	to;	"The	use	of	computers	in	the
classroom	lead	to	better	writing"back	up,	support	-	give	moral	or	psychological	support,	aid,	or	courage	to;	"She	supported	him	during	the	illness";	"Her	children	always	backed	her	up"Adj.1.further	-	more	distant	in	especially	degree;	"nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth";	"further	from	our	expectations";	"farther	from	the	truth";	"farther	from	our
expectations"far	-	located	at	a	great	distance	in	time	or	space	or	degree;	"we	come	from	a	far	country";	"far	corners	of	the	earth";	"the	far	future";	"a	far	journey";	"the	far	side	of	the	road";	"far	from	the	truth";	"far	in	the	future"Adv.1.further	-	to	or	at	a	greater	extent	or	degree	or	a	more	advanced	stage	(`further'	is	used	more	often	than	`farther'	in
this	abstract	sense);	"further	complicated	by	uncertainty	about	the	future";	"let's	not	discuss	it	further";	"nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth";	"they	are	further	along	in	their	research	than	we	expected";	"the	application	of	the	law	was	extended	farther";	"he	is	going	no	farther	in	his	studies"2.further	-	in	addition	or	furthermore;	"if	we	further
suppose";	"stated	further	that	he	would	not	cooperate	with	them";	"they	are	definitely	coming;	further,	they	should	be	here	already"3.further	-	to	or	at	a	greater	distance	in	time	or	space	(`farther'	is	used	more	frequently	than	`further'	in	this	physical	sense);	"farther	north";	"moved	farther	away";	"farther	down	the	corridor";	"the	practice	may	go	back
still	farther	to	the	Druids";	"went	only	three	miles	further";	"further	in	the	future"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.	fartheradverb1.	more	distant	Now	we	live	further	away	from	the	city	centre.3.	in	addition,	moreover,	besides,	furthermore,	also,	yet,	on	top	of,	what's	more,	to	boot,	additionally,
over	and	above,	as	well	as,	into	the	bargain	Further,	losing	one	day	doesn't	mean	you	won't	win	the	next.verb1.	promote,	help,	develop,	aid,	forward,	champion,	push,	encourage,	speed,	advance,	work	for,	foster,	contribute	to,	assist,	plug	(informal),	facilitate,	pave	the	way	for,	hasten,	fast-track,	patronize,	expedite,	succour,	lend	support	to	Education
needn't	only	be	about	furthering	your	career.	promote	stop,	prevent,	oppose,	frustrate,	foil,	thwart,	hinder,	obstruct,	retard,	impede,	hobblefurther	from	(usually	with	the	truth	as	object,	in	expression	"nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth")	less	like,	more	unlike	She	thought	he	was	joking	but	nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth.	see
fartherCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002adjectiveBeing	an	addition:added,	additional,	extra,	fresh,	more,	new,	other.adverbIn	addition:additionally,	also,	besides,	furthermore,	item,	likewise,	more,	moreover,	still,	too,	yet.Idioms:	as	well,	to	boot.verbThe
American	Heritage	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	dalpodporovatvcedldleyderligerebringe	viderelngerevidereweiterfernerfrdernsonstigmsms	lejospromoverulteriormuchoplus
loinprcipiterpressersupplmentairedavantagefrekar,	meira,	nnarlengrata	undir,	oka	framulterioreinoltreIstituto	per	l'Educazione	Permanenteoltrepromuoveredar	daugiautolesnistoliautoliausiaipapildu-sekmtskktlkveicint,	bundan	bakadaha	ileridaha	ileri/uzaadaha	ileriyedaha	uzakta	/ilerdeCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th
Edition	2005	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,
1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(f)	adverb	(sometimes	farther	(fa-)	)	at	or	to	a	great	distance	or	degree.	I	cannot	go	any	further.	verder	-	mais	longe	dle	weiter	lngere;	videre	,	,	ms	lejos,	ms	all	kaugemal(e)	pitemmlle	plus	loin	dalje	tovbb	lebih	jauh	lengra	pi	lontano,	oltre	toliau	tlk	jauh
verderlengerdalej	mais	longe	mai	departe	alej	dlje	dalje	lngre,	mer	daha	ileri/uzaa,	daha	uzakta/ilerde	xa	hn	na	adverb,	adjective	more;	in	addition.	I	cannot	explain	further;	There	is	no	further	news.	verdere	mais	vce;	dal	weiter	yderligere	,	ms;	adems	rohkem	lis	davantage	,	,	dalje,	dodatno	tbb;	ms	lebih	lanjut	frekar,	meira,	nnar	oltre,	ulteriore	()
daugiau;	tolesnis,	tolimesnis	papildu-;	skk	lebih	lanjut	verdermer,	ytterligere,	viderewicej,	dodatkowo,	dalszy	mais	mai	mult;	n	plus	;	viac(ej);	al	ve	dalji	mer,	fler,	ytterligare	bundan	baka	()	thm	na,	hn	na	verb	to	help	(something)	to	proceed	or	go	forward	quickly.	He	furthered	our	plans.	bevorder	avanar	podporovat	frdern	bringe	videre	adelantar,
aligerar,	avanzar;	fomentar,	promover,	apoyar,	favorecer	edendama	edist	favoriser	unapredivati,	promicati	elsegt	mempercepat	ta	undir,	oka	fram	agevolare,	favorire	(pa)remti,	prisidti	prie	sekmt;	veicint	mempercepat	bevorderenfremme,	befordre,	hjelpe	fram	porze,	posun	do	przodu	avanar	a	favoriza,	a	susine	podporova	pospeiti	ubrzati	frmja,	hjlpa
fram	ilerlemek,	ileriye	gtrmek	,	y	mnh,	xc	tin	furthermore	(-mo)	adverb	in	addition	(to	what	has	been	said).	Furthermore,	I	should	like	to	point	out.	verder	alm	disso	mimoto	..ferner	endvidere;	derudover	adems	peale	selle	lisksi	de	plus	osim	toga,	nadalje	azonkvl,	tovbb	lebih-lebih	enn	fremur;	ar	a	auki	inoltre	dar	daugiau,	be	to	turklt	tambahan	lagi
bovendiendessuten,	i	tillegg,	enn	videreponadto	alm	disso	mai	mult	;	okrem	toho	e	ve	tavie	vidare,	dessutom	ayrca,	stelik	;	hn	na,	v	li	furthest	adverb	(also	farthest	(fa-)	)	at	or	to	the	greatest	distance	or	degree.	Who	lives	furthest	away?	verste	-	o	mais	longe	nejdle	am	weitesten	lngst;	mest	,	ms	lejos	kige	kaugemal(e)	pisimmll	le	plus	loin	najdlje
legtvolabb(ra)	paling	jauh	fjrst,	lengst	(	burtu)	pi	lontano	toliausiai	vistlk	paling	jauh	verst	lengst	borte/unna/vekk,	fjernestnajdalej	o	mais	longe	cel	mai	departe	najalej	najdlje	najdalje	avlgsnast,	lngst	bort	en	uzakta/ileride,	en	uzaa/ileriye	xa	hn	ht,	xa	nht	Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	,	dl,	dal	yderligere
ferner,	weiter	ms,	ms	lejos	lis-,	lisksi	plus	loin	dalje,	dodatan	inoltre,	ulteriore	,	,	verder	fjernere,	lenger	dalej,	dalszy	adicional,	mais	adiante	,	bortre,	vidare	,	,	daha	ileri,	daha	ileriye	hn,	xa	hn	,	Multilingual	Translator	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the
webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	He	was	aware	that	the	grunting	and	screaming	of	Sheeta	in	the	tree	above	them	would	set	their	nerves	on	edge,	and	that	his	pounding	upon	their	gate	after	dark	would	still	further	add	to	their	terror.Providence	compelled	all	these	men,	striving	to	attain	personal	aims,	to	further	the
accomplishment	of	a	stupendous	result	no	one	of	them	at	all	expected-	neither	Napoleon,	nor	Alexander,	nor	still	less	any	of	those	who	did	the	actual	fighting.I	mean,"	she	said,	after	a	moment's	hesitation,	"that	the	people	in	our	village	are	tolerably	comfortable,	and	my	mind	has	been	too	much	taken	up	for	me	to	inquire	further.	But	here--in	such	a
place	as	Middlemarch--there	must	be	a	great	deal	to	be	done."Others	carry	the	matter	still	further,	and	inquire	how	many	of	his	ancestors	have	been	citizens,	as	his	grandfather,	great-grandfather,	etc.,	but	some	persons	have	questioned	how	the	first	of	the	family	could	prove	themselves	citizens,	according	to	this	popular	and	careless	definition.It	is
not	expedient	to	burden	this	preliminary	to	my	story	with	further	details,	which	I	do	make	asseveration	I	possess	a-plenty.(acting	in	concert)	decided	on	sending	a	commission	of	inquiry	to	Venice,	'for	the	purpose	of	obtaining	further	information.'The	other	I	placed	with	the	captain	of	a	ship;	and	after	five	years,	finding	him	a	sensible,	bold,
enterprising	young	fellow,	I	put	him	into	a	good	ship,	and	sent	him	to	sea;	and	this	young	fellow	afterwards	drew	me	in,	as	old	as	I	was,	to	further	adventures	myself."It	must	rise	from	the	opposite	side,"	suggested	Perry,	casting	a	rueful	glance	at	the	forbidding	heights	that	barred	our	further	progress."If	he	lives	and	this	rain	revives	him--"	But	he
stopped	there,	remembering	too	late	that	he	must	not	add	further	to	the	horrors	which	the	girl	already	had	endured.I	began	to	upbraid	them	with	the	just	retribution	of	Heaven	in	this	case;	but	the	boatswain	very	warmly	told	me,	he	thought	I	went	further	in	my	censures	than	I	could	show	any	warrant	for	in	Scripture;	and	referred	to	Luke	xiii.'Further
on,	further	on,	darling,	further	away	if	we	walk	till	midnight.'The	vast	white	headless	phantom	floats	further	and	further	from	the	ship,	and	every	rod	that	it	so	floats,	what	seem	square	roods	of	sharks	and	cubic	roods	of	fowls,	augment	the	murderous	din.	
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