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The Intellectual Property Rights Office operates an online Copyright Registration Service for users across all Berne Convention countries. Register your work for international copyright protection quickly and easily online. Verify a Copyright Registration Service number, and confirm the work it applies to. A brief overview of the history of copyright,
from its beginnings in the early 18th century to how it is protected internationally today. A list of all 181 nations that are part of the Berne Convention on copyright. Information about the Intellectual Property Rights Office. Contact the Intellectual Property Rights Office. Skip to main content 15 July 2025 — Press release Businesses and stakeholders
invited to respond by 7 October 2025 11 July 2025 — News story The UK has become the latest signatory to the Riyadh Design Law Treaty (RDLT). 26 June 2025 — Press release Pet owners urged to be wary of dangerous fake treatments discovered on e-commerce sites. 17 June 2025 — Press release Intellectual Property Office (IPO) partners with
Taskmaster Education to offer new skills building opportunity for secondary schools. Information on recognising and protecting yourself from IP-related fraud and payment scams. 23 May 2025 — Press release Today’s launch is part of the UK Intellectual Property Office’s major digital transformation. Perhaps the most significant proposal is that of
introducing a specialist track to provide licence rates for SEP portfolios on a case-by-case basis. The aim of this would be to increase consistency and transparency in SEP pricing, in order to give businesses of all sizes a more efficient and cost-effective route to obtain SEP licence rates. The government is also proposing to require patent holders to
disclose standard-related patent information to the IPO. This proposal is aimed at addressing the current opacity around SEPs and licensing obligations.The consultation also seeks evidence on several other potential interventions: Pre-action protocols to encourage early disclosure of relevant information in negotiationsEssentiality checking solutions
to determine whether government should introduce an essentiality determination opinion serviceSEP remedies to ensure the patent framework provides adequate dispute resolution mechanismsAlternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) measures to understand current provision and accessibilityRead the full consolation documents here. Speaking about
the launch of the consultation, the Minister for Intellectual Property Feryal Clark MP said: "Intellectual property is central to the Government’s growth mission and underpins the technologies that power our connected future, from 5G and electric vehicles to smart manufacturing and healthcare.“This consultation will help make the licensing of these
technologies more straight forward and accessible - driving innovation, reducing costly litigation, and helping UK firms lead in developing the technologies of tomorrow."The initial response from key industry bodies has been notably positive. Sarah Vaughan, President of the IP Federation, welcomed the "Government's open and evidence-based
approach," supporting measures that enhance transparency and facilitate fair licensing negotiations. Bobby Mukherjee, President of CIPA, highlighted the UK patent profession's expertise in the SEP arena and welcomed the IPO's "energy and vision" in this vital area. The consultation runs until 7 October 2025. The government is particularly keen to
hear from businesses developing or using standardised technologies about how the proposed measures could affect their innovation, investment, and growth plans. Table of Contents Registering a Trademark in the UK in 2025: What Global Brands Need to Know Navigating UK trademark registration in 2025 means understanding a legal system that
has fully diverged from the EU model post-Brexit. Whether you’re filing through the UK Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO) or leveraging the Madrid Protocol, protecting your brand in the UK now requires a standalone strategy. This guide explains how to register a trademark in the UK, including the first-to-file rules, timelines, fees, opposition
procedures, and the latest developments—including changes to Madrid Protocol integration and ‘Brexit clone’ use requirements. How to Register a Trademark in the United Kingdom (UK) We continue our global trademark registration series, having previously covered Australia, Brazil, and Tirkiye. As part of this comprehensive initiative, we aim to
equip brand owners with the practical and legal insights needed to navigate trademark systems around the world. Today, we turn to the United Kingdom, which has become a fully independent trademark jurisdiction following Brexit. The UK now operates outside the EU’s trademark system. EU Trade Mark (EUTM) registrations no longer provide
protection in the UK, meaning brand owners must register directly with the UK Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO) to secure rights. Recent updates to Madrid Protocol compliance in November 2024 have further streamlined international filing procedures—making a well-crafted UK trademark strategy even more critical for global businesses. The
UK’s First-to-File System: Why Early Registration Matters The UK follows a first-to-file system, where the first applicant—not necessarily the first user—has superior legal rights. While common law “passing off” offers limited protection for unregistered marks, formal registration provides stronger and more enforceable trademark rights. What Can Be
Registered as a Trademark in the UK? Under the UK Trade Marks Act 1994, a trademark may include: Words (including personal names) Designs Letters or numerals Colours or sounds Shapes of goods or packaging If the mark can distinguish your goods or services from those of others, it is likely registrable. What Cannot Be Registered as a
Trademark in the UK? Trademark applications may be refused if the mark: Is offensive (e.g., contains profanity or explicit content) Describes the goods/services (e.g., “cotton” for textiles) Is misleading (e.g., “organic” when not certified) Is generic or lacks distinctiveness (e.g., “We Lead the Way”) Reflects common product shapes (e.g., the shape of an
apple for apples) Incorporates national symbols without authorization Is identical or confusingly similar to an existing UK mark for related goods/services Note: UKIPO examines only for absolute grounds. Relative grounds—such as similarity to earlier marks—are most commonly raised through third-party opposition. Multi-Class Applications in the UK
The UK allows applicants to file under multiple Nice classes in a single application. This can streamline the process and reduce costs when seeking protection for a broad range of goods or services. Recent Developments in UK Trademark Law In November 2024, changes to the UK’s Madrid Protocol procedures simplified cross-border filings, making
it easier for UK companies to secure international protection—and for foreign applicants to enter the UK via Madrid designations. Another important update affects owners of so-called “Brexit clone” trademarks. As of December 31, 2025, UKIPO will require evidence of genuine use in the UK for these marks in non-use cancellation proceedings. Use in
the EU prior to Brexit will no longer suffice. Trademark owners should assess their portfolios now to ensure compliance. The UK Trademark Application Process 1. Pre-Filing: Clearance Search Conduct a comprehensive clearance search of both registered and unregistered marks in the UK to avoid conflicts and reduce the risk of opposition. 2.
Application Submission File online via UKIPO and include: Applicant details A clear image or audio sample of the mark Designation of classes and detailed goods/services description Payment of the required fee 3. Formal Examination UKIPO reviews the application for formalities and absolute grounds. If issues are identified, the applicant has two
months to respond. 4. Publication and Opposition If accepted, the mark is published in the UK Trade Marks Journal for a two-month opposition window. Extensions may be granted upon request. 5. Registration If no opposition is filed—or once any opposition is resolved—the trademark is registered and valid for 10 years. UK Trademark Timeline A
standard, uncontested UK trademark application is typically registered within four to six months of filing. Responding to Objections or Oppositions Formal objections may be addressed through argument, amendment, or proof of acquired distinctiveness. Third-party oppositions can be resolved through defense, negotiation, or amendment. Quick,
strategic responses improve your chances of a successful outcome. UK Trademark Fees (as of July, 2025) Action GBP Approx. USD Application (1 class) £170 $215 Each additional class £50 $63 Renewal (per class) £200 $253 Note: These are official UKIPO fees. Attorney or agent fees are not included. USD equivalents are estimates based on current
exchange rates. Use Requirements and Maintenance Use is not required to file or renew a UK trademark. However, marks must be used within five years of registration to avoid cancellation. For Brexit clone marks, post-Brexit UK-based use will be required starting in 2026. Registering Foreign-Language or Non-Latin Marks Marks in non-Latin
scripts (e.g., Chinese, Cyrillic, Arabic) can only be registered in the UK as figurative or design marks, not as word marks. This ensures visual protection while avoiding complications related to transliteration or translation. ™ and ® Symbols in the UK ™ may be used with unregistered marks but offers no legal protection. ® may only be used with
registered trademarks. Misuse is a criminal offense under UK law. Always ensure your usage matches your registration status. UK Customs Recordation Once registered, you can apply to record your trademark with UK Border Force. This allows customs officials to block infringing or counterfeit goods from entering the UK—an essential layer of
brand enforcement. UK Trademark FAQs Can I register a trademark in the UK without a UK business? Yes. Foreign applicants can file directly or via a UK-based agent. No local entity is required. How long does a UK trademark last? Registrations are valid for 10 years and can be renewed indefinitely. Do I need to use my mark before registering it?
No. But genuine use is required within five years to maintain protection. What if someone opposes my trademark? UKIPO provides structured opposition proceedings. You can respond, settle, or amend the application. Final Thoughts on UK Trademarks The UK is now a fully separate trademark jurisdiction post-Brexit. With its efficient registration
system and growing importance as a standalone market, UK trademark protection is a critical piece of any global IP strategy. To secure and maintain your rights in the UK: File early under the first-to-file system Monitor for conflicting marks and bad-faith filings Use your mark and renew it properly Record your mark with customs for border
protection Stay ahead of Brexit-related deadlines, especially for clone marks
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