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"}1,"loginUrl":"/login"}>The Standard's journalism is supported by our readers. When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission.Melanie McDonaghGraham Norton what does he conjure up? The Eurovision Song Contest? A filthy mind and an extraordinary affinity with celebs? A rather good newspaper agony uncle?
Holding has none of these elements. Zero celeb references, no filthy jokes in fact, pretty well no jokes at all and no gay characters. What you do get is the Irish element. Holding is that fictional staple: the Irish village with secrets to tell. When a skeleton is dug up in the little village of Duneen it conjures up all sorts of ghosts from the past and one in
particular: a young man with ties to two women, who escaped from them by bus more than 20 years before or did he? When, in due course, this is followed by the discovery of a second skeleton, of a baby, that brings to mind another scandal, even more deeply buried. To say this is a bit of a trope isnt of course to say that villages dont have their
secrets my own family produced a couple of rather good ones in a small provincial town. Its just that were on well trodden ground here even when its being dug up. Norton is an Irish Protestant from near Dublin, which, along with his sexuality, has given him a certain distance from the Ireland in which he grew up when it was still a socially
conservative, largely Catholic country. And he does have that aura of the clown whose smile hides a certain melancholy, which is probably why his central character, Sergeant Collins, is himself a bit put upon. Hes enormously fat, which has been a handicap in finding love, a condition aggravated by the plates of steaming pork chops his housekeeper,
the unfortunately named Mrs Meany, keeps putting his way and if youre thinking Father Ted here, well, you wont be alone. Yet even the most unpropitious externals need be no impediment to romantic success Collins is practically fighting off the girls by the close. Hes not the only one with frustrated passions: there are the three spinster sisters up at
the big but decaying house, not to mention an unfortunate woman whose husband married her for the farm and is snogging an attractive nurse every day, oddly, for all to see, in the hospital car park.The provincial Ireland here is curiously atemporal. Its post-boom, so after 2008, but theres much about the atmosphere which could be any period from
1972 to whenever it was that Norton left home.As a novel, its fine. Theres a nicely constructed plot and an element of sinister homicidal mania at the end, which is always good, and the redemptive suggestion that you can find love even if appearances are against you. Theres a bit of Maeve Binchy about it, for those who like that kind of thing. Youll get
through it nice and easy in no time at all.Perhaps the one bit of social realism is that Duneen Police Station gets closed down at the end, with the operations transferred to a more distant town. Now that, at least, has the ring of truth.7.99, Amazon, Buy it nowMORE ABOUT edit descriptions of this character edit descriptions of this character edit
descriptions of this character The presenter's bestselling novel is brought to life by Irish acting royalty and Kathy Burke as director Youd have been forgiven for assuming that nothing much happened in the quaint West Cork village of Duneen, where ITVs four-part adaptation of Graham Nortons 2016 novel Holding is set.Certainly, Sergeant PJ Collins
(Conleth Hill) had become accustomed to slow days and long lunches that is, until this opening episode, when human remains were unearthed on an old farm.Rumours tore through the close-knit community. There were whisperings that the body must have belonged to the local lothario Tommy Burke, who disappeared 20 years earlier in the midst of
affairs with two women Brid Reardon and Evelyn Ross. Suddenly, Duneen didnt look so sleepy after all.Brought to life by Irish acting royalty, including Siobhn McSweeney (Derry Girls), Charlene McKenna (Bloodlands) and Pauline McLynn (Father Ted), and directed by Kathy Burke, Holdings characters were richly painted and compellingly flawed.We
watched one of Tommy Burkes former flames, Evelyn, conducting a new affair, this time with a local 17-year-old. Meanwhile, having been left at the altar by Burke before marrying another man, Brid reacted to the news of the bodys discovery by bolting down increasing quantities of wine. It fell to Sergeant Collins to decide whether she was drinking
out of guilt or grief though as he sat in his car, glassy eyed and methodically swallowing slice after slice of bread, it became clear he had his own demons to deal with.Things only got more complicated when a dashing young detective, Linus Dunne, was assigned to the case, and Collins had to balance his loyalty to Duneens insular community with the
imperative to solve its most salacious crime in decades.With this first episode spanning a full hour and still feeling more introductory than fully-fledged Holdings slow pace let it down. Still, the hermetic intrigue of small-town secrets proved hard to resist. edit descriptions of this character NO MAJOR SPOILERSIn a small Irish village live a cast of
characters quietly getting on with their lives. Three spinster sisters living in the big house, Brid, an alcoholic mother of two and an overweight police sergeant, amongst others.Their lives are turned upside-down when human remains are discovered on a local farm. It is strongly suspected that the remains belong to Tommy Burke, a former love of two
of the ladies in the village: Brid Riordan and Evelyn Ross. It is up to Sergeant P.]J. Collins to uncover the secrets and lies that have been buried as long as the unfortunate young man. I was unsure what to expect from this book: Graham Nortons sense of humour or a crack at a serious novel. What I got was a Maeve Binchy-like cosy crime; and that, my
friends, is not a criticism. I thought the book was full of heart, emotion and, yes, some small notes of humour. I thought the snapshot of remote village life with its surface pleasantries and seething depths was superbly drawn. The characters, whether likeable or not were always interesting and moved the plot along very nicely. I particularly liked P.J.
the sergeant investigating the mystery. Not your usual brash police officer, more a man who has suffered a crisis of confidence most of his life, but slowly grew as the story wound on. I would love to see more from him and how he evolves.All in all a thoroughly enjoyable first novel. It is a real page turner with a good plot at its heart.I also have to say I
absolutely adore the cover and could look at it and stroke it all day long. But thats probably just me. Reviewed by:Sandra Foy, Urmston BookshopAdded 22nd November 2016 More Reviews BySandra Foy Staring out into a near-eternity of ocean, County Cork is an evocative setting for any drama. It has that sense of presence, of being its own
character in proceedings, that few places can sustain. In Holding, a Kathy Burkedirected adaptation of Graham Nortons darkly comic mystery novel, the southern coast of Ireland juts into both the Celtic Sea and this tightly spun narrative.When a body is accidentally unearthed in the small village of Duneen, memories (and ill feeling) from 20 years
earlier rise to the surface. Caught in the middle of this cold case is PJ Collins (a Garda sergeant played by Game of Throness Conleth Hill), a carb-addicted copper who has little interest in becoming embroiled in a murder enquiry. But that he must, as the residents of Duneen lurch back into the past, raking over coals that have been left smouldering
for decades.At the centre of this generational conflict are two women who were linked to the man (now skeleton) who, they think, has been inadvertently exhumed: Brd (played by Derry Girls Siobhan McSweeney) and Evelyn (Ripper Streets Charlene McKenna). Its a neat idea: a love triangle played out between two living, breathing women, and a bag
of bones currently at the pathologists office in Cork. McSweeney is a likeable comic presence as an alcoholic left at the altar, while McKenna brings a suitably train-wrecked quality to a woman who is shagging a 17-year-old in the funbulance (an abandoned ambulance, if you can think of anything less fun). The two women jostle and spar, Evelyn
confronting the polices interest in her former love rival. Should you not be focusing on murderers, rather than some drunk mum? she asks.Watching the intrigue, from the outside, is Hills PJ. Weve seen this routine before, particularly with John Michael McDonaghs The Guard, which saw Brendan Gleeson don the uniform of a surprisingly efficient
Garda officer in Connemara. But for all PJs good instincts, he is a man hiding a secret. In the Cold War people used to point at a map and realise that West Cork is probably the safest place in the world, he tells the slick young Dubliner detective Linus Dunne (Clinton Liberty). Its a funny thing for an officer to go after, Dunne replies, safety. But thats
exactly what P], a blow-in (someone who hasnt spent their entire life in that specific village), is looking for.Holding is a modern vision of rural Ireland, bringing together a diverse cast and showing issues like gay marriage from a broadly inclusive perspective. It is what you might expect of a version of Ireland conceived by Graham Norton: colourful,
funny, warm, and only intermittently acerbic. The biggest issue ITV will have with Holding is knowing how to market it. It is not quite satisfying as a murder mystery, due to the soap operatic quality of much of the intrigue, but nor can it quite rid itself of the genre conventions of the police procedural. For all the polite humour of seeing PJ struggling
to remember the word forensics, when the report comes back from the morgue, his partner announces, ominously, that whoever did this was really feckin angry. So a murder mystery it is, I suppose.Even if Holding is something of a patchwork of different genres, it is usually able to reconcile its most important balance: between comedy and drama.
The result is charming and unpretentious. Residents of that Irish coastline might be sick to the back teeth of seeing their lives rendered with such a quaint emotional palette, but the rest of the world will be drawn into a seductive landscape even if its more bubble bath than roiling sea. The Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Awards comprises ten categories
of literary awards aimed at promoting and celebrating excellence in Irish writing. It The Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Awards comprises ten categories of literary awards aimed at promoting and celebrating excellence in Irish writing. It is the only set of literary awards which enjoys the full support of all Irish bookshops and libraries.The winners are
decided by a combination of the public and Literary Academy votes. In the final adjudication, the highest-polling title in each voting group will earn six points down to 1 point for the 6th placed title. The public and academy points are then aggregated and the title with the highest number of points overall wins. In the event of a points tie, the highest
score in the academy vote counts as decisive.categories :- Novel of the Year- Crime Fiction Book of the Year- Best Irish Published Book of the Year- Non-Fiction Book of the Year- CookBook of the Year- Popular Non-Fiction Book of the Year- Popular Fiction Book of the Year- Children's Book of the Year, Junior- Children's Book of the Year, Senior- Teen
& Young Adult Book of the Year- Sports Book of the Year- Newcomer of the Year- Irish Language Book of the Year- RT Audience Choice Award- Lifestyle Book of the Year- Biography of the Year- Author of the Year- Short Story of the Year- Poem of the Year- International Recognition Award- Bookshop of the Year ...more Atlas of the Irish Revolution by
4.73 avg rating 49 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award (2017) I Found My Tribe by 3.97 avg rating 2,559 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Newcomer of the Year (2017) Holding by 3.83 avg rating 33,558 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for The Irish Independent Popular Fiction (2016) The Trespasser (Dublin Murder
Squad, #6) by 3.99 avg rating 93,426 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for The Books Are My Bag Crime Fiction Book of the Year Award (2016) The Things We Lose, The Things We Leave Behind by 4.48 avg rating 88 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award (2013) The Doll's House (Dr. Kate Pearson, #2) by 3.79 avg rating 575 ratings
Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Ireland AM Crime Fiction Book of the Year (2013) Last Stand of Dead Men (Skulduggery Pleasant, #8) by 4.57 avg rating 15,098 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Irish Children's Book of the Year - Snr (2013) Broken Harbor (Dublin Murder Squad, #4) by 3.95 avg rating 106,987 ratings Bord Gis
Energy Irish Book Award for Ireland AM Crime Fiction Award (2012) The Spinning Heart by 3.93 avg rating 10,296 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Book of the Year (2012) This Moose Belongs to Me by 4.12 avg rating 6,516 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Children's Book of the Year (2012) The Real Rebecca (The Real
Rebecca, #1) by 3.63 avg rating 183 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Senior Children's Book (2011) Bloodland by 3.54 avg rating 606 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Ireland AM Crime Fiction Award (2011) The Oh My God Delusion by 4.21 avg rating 528 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Easons Irish Popular
Book of the Year (2010) Mortal Coil (Skulduggery Pleasant, #5) by 4.45 avg rating 22,842 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Irish Children's Book of the Year - Snr (2010) On the Road with Mavis and Marge by 3.43 avg rating 14 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Irish Children's Book of the Year - Jnr (2010) JFK in Ireland by
3.79 avg rating 152 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Best Irish Newcomer of the Year (2010) John Giles a Football Man by 3.97 avg rating 187 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Energise Sport Irish Sports Book of the Year (2010) A Coward if I Return, A Hero if I Fall: Stories of Irishmen in World War I by 4.07 avg rating 29
ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Argosy Irish Non-Fiction Book of the Year (2010) Dark Times in the City by 3.97 avg rating 397 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Ireland AM Crime Fiction Award (2010) Room by 4.08 avg rating 823,932 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Hughes & Hughes Irish Novel of the Year
(2010) Ronan O'Gara: My Autobiography by 3.71 avg rating 231 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Energise Sport Irish Sports Book of the Year (2009) Playing with Fire (Skulduggery Pleasant, #2) by 4.29 avg rating 34,029 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Irish Children's Book of the Year - Snr (2009) Stepping Stones:
Interviews with Seamus Heaney by 4.40 avg rating 285 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Argosy Irish Non-Fiction Book of the Year (2009) The Parish by 4.21 avg rating 34 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for International Education Services Best Irish-Published Book of the Year (2009) Blood Runs Cold (Ren Bryce, #1) by 3.29
avg rating 712 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Ireland AM Crime Fiction Award (2009) The Secret Scripture by 3.84 avg rating 22,485 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Hughes & Hughes Irish Novel of the Year (2009) This Charming Man by 3.78 avg rating 39,526 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Easons Irish
Popular Book of the Year (2009) Confessions of a Fallen Angel by 3.79 avg rating 454 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Best Irish Newcomer of the Year (2009) With My Lazy Eye by 2.84 avg rating 133 ratings Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Best Irish Newcomer of the Year (2008) The Gathering by 3.14 avg rating 25,466 ratings
Bord Gis Energy Irish Book Award for Hughes & Hughes Irish Novel of the Year (2008) edit descriptions of this character edit descriptions of this character Books Graham Nortons debut novelHoldingattracted significant media attention and glowing reviews. Most likely because Graham Norton ofThe Graham Norton Showwrote a fiction crime novel.
Presumably most reviewers would have liked to slate it for some kind of self-gratifying purpose.I hate it when celebrities get book deals. Half of them cant write; its never usually because of their own talent; and usually theres always a ghostwriter involved somewhere.Holdingis different its the minority. Graham Norton has clear skill as a novel writer,
a crime writer, a character-psychology writer. He is a writer. And thats the biggest compliment I could ever offer someone.Getting into the book itself, then, whats it about? Well,Holdinghas the recipe for perfection from the off. A small, close-knit Irish town, plenty of family tragedies, an overweight, self-loathing police officer (P], hes called) and then
perfect human remains are found on a building site up at the Burke farm.The mystery of whose bones they are takes up a significant part of the novel. Its never as straightforward as you think and Norton definitely keeps the suspense building for the first half ofHolding.Then, in the second part, things start to get even more interesting. Again, plenty
of plot twists ensue and the novel ends up taking a rather different route compared to the one I was expecting.Its still a murder investigation; still a crime novel at heart, I suppose butHoldingbecomes something very different. Intense, perceptive, and accurate character studies essentially make up this novel. The Ross sisters whose tragic family
history precedes them and how each of them dealt with the loss of their parents; the stories of PJ and Brid and Anthony, who end up in a complex, depressing middle-age-hood with seemingly no escape. Then theres another one inHoldingthat I dont want to spoil.It becomes rather obvious who has a story to tell if youre reading this novel closely. Its
not the whole story but its the key to unlocking it. Norton here exercises incredible tact and empathy while telling this story. Its one of rape, essentially, in a small Irish town in the past. It doesnt take a genius to work out what happened when the priest got involved, and then everything begins to make sense.Whats most impressive aboutHoldingis
Nortons ability to craft this small town mentality, history, and story. You are in Duneen whenever you pick up this book. You are in PJs mind when you read this book. Then youre in Evelyns, Abigails, Brids, and Mrs Meanys. Graham Norton is obviously good at doing this: he is not the best chat show host in Britain (possibly the world) for no reason. He
knows how people work. He has this almost universal talent for understanding all kinds of people.Holding, then, is a fantastic debut from Norton. Plenty of twists keep you interested and the compelling characters keep you reading. It is a really good novel to read in a weekend with short chapters and a brilliantly simplistic language style. I thoroughly
enjoyed the journey ofHoldingand am absolutely convinced that Norton, unlike most celebs, has the real talent of an author.4/5 Books Best Book Series: The Harry Potter Series Its no secret that were huge fans of the teenage wizard and the seven increasingly lengthy stories that featured him. Published between 1997 and 2007, the books were the
defining pieces of literature for a whole generation of young people. The stories, which tell of Harry, an orphan who grows up without knowing he has [] Read Full Article Books Best Book Series: Artemis Fowl Described as Die Hard, with fairies, the Artemis Fowl series is an incredible mix of James Bond-style gadgets, violence, crime and humour.
Artemis is a twelve-year-old genius determined to earn lots of money and become a super-villain. After he captures a fairy to hold for ransom, he engages in an increasingly dangerous battle of wits. [] Read Full Article Books Best Book Series: Twilight Whilst for some, this might seem like a fairly controversial choice, the incredible popularity that the
Twilight saga (both films and books) has had over the years means that it has to feature somewhere on our list! Protagonist Bella moves to a new city, where she falls in love with a gorgeous yet mysterious boy [] Read Full Article Reviews Best Book Series: A Series of Unfortunate Events This series by Lemony Snicket, of thirteen novels for older
children or young teens follows the lives of three orphans, Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire, from the moment they become orphans. Written in a mock-gothic style, the novels are full of wit and darkness. The narrator, Lemony Snicket, plays an important role in the stories, [] Read Full Article Books Best Book Series: Percy Jackson and the
Olympians This Percy Jackon and the Olympians series came about when the author Rick Riordans son requested yet another bedtime story based on the Ancient Greek myths. This collection of books has been a huge hit with everyone from primary school upwards. The stories follow the life of Percy Jackson, a demi-god and son of Poseidon. [] Read
Full Article News Best Book Series : The Chronicles of Narnia C S Lewis, a writer and theologian, is best known for his cherished childrens classics, the Chronicles of Narnia. Set in a magical parallel universe, the series follows several children who discover Narnia, where animals talk and Aslan, the mighty lion, is the ruler of them all. The stories deal
with themes like trust, faith, [] Read Full Article edit descriptions of this character The weird spinster woman who lives with her two sisters and continues to pine over a love that never really was? Likeable.The detective who is secretly kind of happy that his wife left him and took their baby with her because he was sick of the constant noise.
Somehow, still, likable.Often times too often, if you ask me Ill come across books that either have strong character development or have a stellar plot. To my delight, this book had both.The slow burn of this plot was truly delightful.It starts strong with the discovery of human reminds (albeit, old ones) in a site that is being excavated. As our lovably
plump and decidedly unathletic sergeant begins to investigate, we are introduced to this cast of characters the likable ones I just talked about. Though there is an ever-so-slight lull during this character meet and greet, its brief and decidedly necessary. The vast majority of the character development takes place as the plot moves forward, yielding
legitimately surprising developments something that I rarely see in thrillers.Though it was a mystery at its core, this book didnt fall victim to many of the tropes that commonly transform solid mysteries into weak attempts at suspense. Holding was anything but formulaic. In fact, I wish you could determine a formula for this book so you could make
more like it.I do feel compelled to end this rather glowing review with one word of caution and try not to sound too snobby while doing so. Holding will particularly appeal to intellectuals (okay, nerds) who love the English language. If youre looking for rapid plot development and fast-paced action, this book probably isnt for you.But my love for the
English language never ceases, and my affections for Graham Norton were only further cemented by my reading of this book.After much deliberation, I firmly feel that this book is deserving of 5 out of 5 cocktails.Jump to ratings and reviewsFrom Graham Nortonthe BAFTA-award-winning and hugely popular BBC America television hostcomes a
charming debut novel set in an idyllic Irish village where a bumbling investigator has to sort through decades of gossip and secrets to solve a mysterious crime. With its tale of provincial life, gimlet-eyed spinsters, and thwarted loveit feels almost like a Miss Marple mystery written by Colm Tibn (New York Times).The remote Irish village of Duneen
has known little drama, and yet its inhabitants are troubled: Sergeant P.]J. Collins hasnt always been this overweight; Brid Riordan, a mother of two, hasnt always been an alcoholic; and elegant Evelyn Ross hasnt always felt that her life was a total waste.So when human remainssuspected to be those of Tommy Burke, a former lover of both Brid and
Evelynare discovered on an old farm, the villages dark past begins to unravel. As a frustrated P.]. struggles to solve a genuine case for the first time in his professional life, he unearths a communitys worth of anger and resentments, secrets and regrets.Darkly comic, at times profoundly sad, and especially inviting because of its tongue-in-cheek wit
(Kirkus Reviews), Holding is a masterful debut. Graham Norton employs his acerbic humor to breathe life into a host of lovable characters, and explorewith searing honestythe complexities and contradictions that make us human.GenresFictionMysteryCrimelrelandBook ClubAudiobookIrish Literature 2465 people are currently reading13975 people
want to readGraham William Walker is an Irish actor, comedian, television presenter and columnist, known by his stage name Graham Norton. He is the host of the comedy chat show The Graham Norton Show and the BBC commentator of the Eurovision Song Contest.Displaying 1 - 30 of 2,772 reviewsSeptember 9, 2016Comedian and TV presenter
Graham Norton, is a well known and very popular personality here in the UK, however, that doesn't necessarily make for a good novelist. I was surprised then to discover that in fact he's produced a really good debut novel, written with flair and searing honesty. Duneen is a small, sleepy, Irish village, where life has meandered along in much the same
way it has for generations. It has its own police officer in the form of Sergeant P J Collins or PJ as he's known to many. PJ is 53 years of age and he feels as if his life hasn't really gone anywhere. He's never had a proper relationship, indeed he believes he's the laughing stock of the village due to his obesity. He knows that women don't find him
attractive, and that the community snigger behind his back as he wedges himself behind the wheel of his patrol car. His career never really happened either, there's not much call for policing in Duneen. However, when a construction company begins excavations up at the old Burke family farm, they unearth human remains, and suddenly PJ finds
himself in the spotlight - begins to feel rather important. That doesn't last too long though as the investigation is taken over by Detective Superintendent Linus Dunne, sent down from Cork Headquarters, with PJ as his gofer. It's not merely human remains that come to light though, but some long held secrets surrounding Duneen's residents.This is a
wonderful story about love, loss, dark secrets, alcoholism, troubled relationships - in other words it's about life! Graham Norton writes in such an easy going style that flows without effort, and you know something? I'm really going to miss Duneen and its characters. A really impressive read.*Thank you to Netgalley , Hodder & Stoughton & Graham
Norton for my ARC in exchange for a fair and honest review *September 19, 2016This novel written by Graham Norton has charm and is set in the remote Irish village of Duneen, of little note until builders unearth human bones on a farm. This has the local grapevine over excited and clamouring for information, whilst peddling gossip galore. This
discovery has far reaching repercussions for the residents. It is assumed that the bones are those of Tommy Burke, who apparently left the village some years ago, amidst a scandal involving two women, the now alcoholic Brid Riordan, whom he was going to marry, and Evelyn Ross, who desperately loved him. Sargeant PJ Collins, the village guard, is
rather fat and is ridiculed. He has used his fatness to hide emotionally from the world and life itself by avoiding emotional entanglements. His experience of real crime and murder is virtually non existent so he is understandably flummoxed when faced with murder. Detective Superintendent Linus Dunne arrives from Cork to oversee the investigation
and a resentful PJ is expected to play a minor role. However, PJ is reluctant to accept this and sets out to delve deeper. As he does so, deeply buried secrets from the past come to surface. P] for the first time in his life, finds himself experiencing what it is like to be desired by two women. He is a man awakening to life both professionally and
personally. As he gets ever closer to the truth, he finds himself in mortal danger.There is pain, loss, and sorrow expressed powerfully in the novel. We encounter the harsh judgementalism that epitomises attitudes of the past in society that have resulted in emotionally broken souls. The character development of P] Collins was excellent. The more I
read of the book the more involved I got in the story. An excellent book of which the author can be proud. Highly recommended. Thanks to Hodder and Stoughton for an ARC. crime-fiction mystery netgalleyNovember 18, 2019A quiet Irish village, with almost zero crime rate and inhabitants who seem comfortably settled into their lives and routines ...
Sounds idyllic ... If bones hadn't been discovered accidentaly on a building site, nobody would have admitted to having suppressed desires, emotions and true feelings. Yes, 'feelings are to be feared' and dug deep down, never revealed. Unearthing a skeleton is what allows the villagers to recal what they truly yearn for and miss. This is a story of lost
loves, hidden grudges and tragedies that struck, and were covered with thick layers of soil or oblivion. Graham Norton writes about ordinary people who are around us, but who, thanks to a load of emotional charge, become extraordinary. I felt for Duneen inhabitants, with few exceptions, as they are authentic and have suffered so much. A grand
novel, Mr Norton! July 7, 20173.75 StarsSet in the small Irish village of Duneen, the kind of place where everybody knows everybody else, and if someone comes to town or someone leaves town, before sunset the whole town knows. Sergeant P.]. Collins is the village garda, an unmarried man with an uneventful life, an uneventful job, that is until the
day the builders managed to unearth bones. Human bones. Most people tend to view P.J. Collins as a likeable fellow, if incapable of performing his duties should he ever be physically required to move swiftly, not that they were unkind to him. Locals begin to gossip, conjecture on whose bones these might be, with the only person to have disappeared
from their town was that Tommy Burke, leaving two young women broken hearted, Brid Riordan, his betrothed, and Evelyn Ross, who had felt he belonged to her. It is up to P.J. to investigate, something he has never had to do, never done. Detective Superintendent Linus Dunne is sent from Cork to oversee the investigation, a situation that P.J. Collins
feels is wrong, its his first real chance and he has to take advantage of that. Everything in Duneen changes when the body is discovered, and then a second body of an infant. P.]J. finds more than he bargained for when he begins to question some of the locals about the disappearance of Tommy Burke. Nerves start to fray, people share rumours and
alternative facts. When P.]. begins to talk to the two women, Brid Riordan and Evelyn Ross, things get even more interesting as P.]J. becomes the object of some affection. One woman is more than hes ever had to concern himself with, but two? There is more to this mystery, and more to this story than just the mystery. Theres the pain and heartbreak
of the past held onto through the years, the sorrow of so much loss in such a small village, the loss of so many dreams, plans, hopes for the future as individuals and as a town, and the secrets kept for too long by too many. Theres also newly gained self-assurance that comes from finally being seen and appreciated a powerful thing for someone who
has believed he had little to offer. There are even a few amusing moments. This is a delightful debut novel with some wonderful characters, but Sergeant P.]. Collins is the main character, and certainly a charming one.Pub Date: 01 Aug 2017Many thanks for the ARC provided by Atria Books June 17, 20173.75 PJ Collins is the only law, the local garda,
in the small Irish village Duneen. He is by all accounts a very overweight man who loves his food, which his housekeeper Mrs. Meany so thoughtfully supplies. His job entails little, there being virtually no crime to speak of, as the villagers just get on with the tasks of their daily lives. A quiet town, until bones are discovered in a field and thought to be
that of a young man, who had once farmed this land, and was said to have run away to the city. Now P] must use his abilities in solving this crime, which becomes especially pressing when bones of a baby are also found. Although their is a mystery at hand, this novel, written in a tongue and check manner is really about the people in the village, the
secrets they hold, and the loss of dreams they once had. Also about a young garda gaining confidence in himself and rising above the situation in which he is presented.l have heard of this author, his show but have never seen it, though a friend of mine at work says she finds him amusing. This is his first novel and I enjoyed reading this rather quiet
story, looking into people's lives and behind the facades they present daily. Maybe an Irish cozy as there are really few, well actually only one, heart pounding moment. A nice diversional read, especially for those who are more attracted to character driven stories as opposed to edge of your seat suspense.ARC from publisher.Publishes August 1st in
the US by Atria.December 17, 2016What an intriguing and emotional delight this book was!I love Graham Norton, so I have to be honest, I was a little nervous about reading his book, in case I didn't enjoy it and felt disappointed, but it was exactly the things I love in a book. It's the kind of murder mystery story that doesn't get bogged down in police
procedural, which is the part of crime fiction that generally sends me to sleep.Holding focusses on a variety of interesting characters within a close-knit community in Ireland. Although the characters are very different from each other, they share a similar sadness and loneliness that makes it impossible not to connect with them on an emotional level.
In some places it was a little darker than I had expected it to be, and at other times somewhat heart breaking.l went to bed with Graham Norton last night, and he kept me awake until at least 1am is something I never thought Id type on Facebook in my lifetime. Life is full of surprises.This is a great novel, full of fascinating characters that had me so
captivated by their secrets, I found it almost impossible to put down each night.October 19, 20164 starsl have to be honest, I requested this book because I saw it was written by the delightful Graham Norton and I had no idea he was an author. I went in to this hopeful but not entirely sure of what I was getting. Thankfully any worries I had were
completely erased in the first few pages. Graham Norton writes in the third person with his narration jumping beautifully, maybe effortlessly is a better word, from person to person. He weaved a lovely tale that I devoured in one sitting. His descriptions, for me, were beautiful and it made me feel like I was holding his arm and walking around this
small Irish village, eating popcorn and getting all the juicy news. "People didn't stop in Duneen. In defence of the casual traveller, there was little reason why they should. There was nothing to make the village stand out from any other. Wedged int o a gentle green valley, jagged terraces of two- and three-storey buildings lined the road, painted long
ago in the sort of paste colours usually associated with baby clothes. At the bottom of Main Street there was an old bridge across the River Torne. Beyond that, the solid grey chapel kept watch on a small hill. No one living could recall a time when it had ever looked any different. Time didn't pass in Dundeen; it seeped away." The plot revolves around
an overweight guard, Sergeant PJ Collins, an alcoholic mother of two, Brid Riordan and the lovely Evelyn Ross who feels her life has passed her by with nothing to show for. The days in Duneen are mostly the same, rolling by with nary a whisper of change until some human remains are found in an old farm. Huge excitement stirs the sleepy village
with speculations and theories abounding from everyone. I felt like I was part of the village and getting the inside scoop and piecing together a giant puzzle. And even though I could guess some of it with every new piece I was given, I was having so much fun turning every page, discovering every piece, to mind. It also had a few surprises that I wasn't
quite expecting and immensely enjoyed. My favourite moments where when Graham Nortons acerbic humor would shine through. "Linus?What sort of a name was that? How could he solve a crime if he couldn't even figure out that his name made him sound like a gobshite?"If you love a good whodunit that takes you in picturesque villages in Ireland
as a backdrop, do give this one a try.**ARC courtesy of publisher via Netgalley in exchange for an honest review.P.S. Forgot to mention after I posted this, to any friends not from the UK, Graham Norton is a much loved TV presenter with his own show. The Graham Norton Show. If you have never watched it I urge you to look it up. Seriously
entertaining and very funny especially if the combination of celebrity guests is just right. scifi-horror-murdermystery-suspenceApril 9, 2017



