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One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With	rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates	the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re	building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the	inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool
waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.		Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water	emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended	that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped	to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool
waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and	feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real	thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone	waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no	extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast
installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any	design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams	converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.	Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.	This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain
down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are	there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should	consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the	waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)	providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool
circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s	chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler	water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can	cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s
chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler	temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you	money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,	plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy	(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).
Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their	way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the	waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the	facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a	waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level
ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall	systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on	how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational	costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate
pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we	suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost	more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s	many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while
still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural	Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some	real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed	natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look	of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could
actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the	waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this	structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the	technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.	Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder
areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down	huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.	You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.	While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are	smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more
of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also	adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various	designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of	the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to	have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire
surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched	falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and	multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts	accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All	American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their
smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water	comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows	three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as	well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,	providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space
can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret	room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto	pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any	family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool	waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.
However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to	your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.	Waterfalls	are	a	great	feature	addition	to	any	swimming	pool	and	come	in	various	sizes	and	styles.	Below,	I’ll	walk	through	the	main	pros	and	cons	of	having	a	waterfall	in	your	pool	design,	the	types	of	waterfalls
you	can	install,	give	you	some	design	inspiration,	and	offer	some	advice	on	how	to	get	started	if	you	want	to	have	a	waterfall	feature	in	your	next	swimming	pool.	Outside	of	the	apparent	ambiance,	there	are	several	benefits	of	having	a	waterfall	feature	in	your	pool.	Waterfalls	help	keep	water	moving	throughout	your	pool,	which	helps	keep	your	water
clean.	Working	in	tandem	with	your	pool	pump,	the	additional	airflow	and	circulation	help	evenly	distribute	chemicals	throughout	your	swimming	pool	and	move	water	through	your	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	are	almost	necessary	in	your	pool	if	you	live	in	an	especially	hot	climate.	The	constantly	moving	water	introduces	more	oxygen	which	helps
cool	down	the	average	water	temperature	in	your	pool,	helping	you	stay	relaxed	in	the	baking	hot	sun.	The	calming	rush	of	water	flowing	through	your	waterfall	is	a	natural	noise	barrier	to	other	sounds	around	you.	Whether	your	neighbors	are	too	loud	on	the	weekends,	you	live	near	a	busy	street,	or	you	simply	want	some	privacy	from	potential
eavesdroppers,	a	waterfall	can	help	drown	out	the	noise	and	create	a	calming	environment.	Waterfalls	are	simply	beautiful	structures	when	built	appropriately.	The	variety	in	design	concepts,	materials	you	can	use,	and	where	you	place	the	waterfall	in	your	pool	structure	are	nearly	endless.	A	good	waterfall	can	help	your	pool	stand	out	among
everyone	else.	Personally,	I’m	a	fan	of	using	natural	stone	to	construct	waterfalls	–	it	blends	in	with	the	surrounding	landscape	very	well.	Here	are	some	of	the	potential	drawbacks	of	waterfalls	that	you’ll	want	to	keep	in	mind.	As	with	any	additional	water	features	you	add	to	your	pool,	a	waterfall	adds	more	maintenance	tasks	to	your	regular	to-do
list.	If	you	are	using	stone,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	at	the	base	of	the	rocks	that	you’ll	want	to	clean	out	regularly.	Watch	out	for	the	chemical	erosion	of	stones	as	well.	Waterfalls	obviously	add	additional	cost	to	your	initial	pool	design	and	installation.	Depending	on	the	materials	you	use	and	design	complexity,	adding	a	waterfall
could	cost	you	anywhere	from	$2,000	to	$20,000	on	top	of	the	cost	for	the	rest	of	the	pool.	Okay,	let’s	get	into	some	design	concepts.	This	is	a	pool	I	built	a	few	years	ago.	I	love	the	natural	stone	that	leads	from	the	spa	area	to	the	central	portion	of	the	pool.	It	blends	really	well	with	the	surrounding	pool	landscaping.	Here	is	a	smaller,	different-style
waterfall	on	a	pool	I	built	years	ago.	It	trickles	off	some	large	boulders	at	the	back	of	the	pool	to	give	it	a	natural	spring	sound	and	feel.	Here	is	a	pool	I	built	for	a	customer	a	few	years	ago.	I	love	the	natural	look	of	this	waterfall	feature,	which	backs	up	to	a	lot	of	green	landscaping.	I	love	this	waterfall	feature	I	built	that	combines	a	lot	of	natural	stone
with	a	modern	aesthetic.	Here’s	a	small	natural	rock	waterfall	I	built	for	a	customer	in	their	backyard	pool.	Here’s	a	side	view	of	a	waterfall	pool	project	I	did	using	a	lot	of	large	natural	boulders.	I	love	how	it	turned	out.	This	pool	builder	took	a	very	elaborate	approach	to	their	waterfall,	designing	it	into	a	footbridge	across	the	pool	and	a	small	grotto
area	under	some	large	boulders.	Image	courtesy	of	NextLuxury.com.	This	extravagant	Spanish-style	home	took	a	tiered	approach	to	its	waterfall	feature,	falling	into	subsequent	pools	down	to	their	patio.	Thanks	to	Premier	Pools	and	Spas	for	the	photo.	Here	is	an	example	of	a	large	rock	waterfall	with	massive	boulders	holding	up	the	structure.	I	really
like	the	stairs	leading	up	behind	the	water	feature,	which	likely	ends	at	a	secret	lounging	area.	Image	courtesy	of	thesynergists.org.	This	pool	designer	combined	a	waterfall	feature	with	a	tiled	water	wall	(also	known	as	an	infinity	wall).	They	have	two	waterfalls	–	one	in	the	lower	pool	and	one	in	the	upper	pool.	Image	courtesy	of	24hplans.com.	A
popular	combination	for	large	pool	designs	is	a	waterfall	and	slide	together.	This	pool	also	has	a	small	grotto	area	underneath	the	waterfall	and	extends	the	waterfall	along	the	entire	back	wall.	Image	courtesy	of	designingidea.com.	Waterfalls	are	really	tough	to	“bolt-on”	to	an	existing	pool	design	or	do	yourself.	If	you	want	one,	discuss	it	with	your
pool	builder	during	the	initial	design	phase	of	your	pool	installation.	Make	sure	to	discuss	with	them	your	preferences	on	the	following:	Materials:	Natural	stone,	polished	granite,	or	something	else?	Size:	Do	you	want	a	massive	water	feature	or	simply	an	accent	to	your	pool?	Location:	Should	it	be	a	central	feature	or	an	“escape”	in	the	corner	of	your
structure?	Questions?	Shoot	me	a	note,	and	I’ll	be	happy	to	help.	One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With	rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates	the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re	building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the
inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool	waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.		Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water	emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended	that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped
to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool	waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and	feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real	thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone	waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no
extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast	installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any	design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams	converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.	Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.
This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain	down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are	there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should	consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the	waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)
providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool	circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s	chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler	water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can
cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s	chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler	temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you	money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,	plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy
(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).	Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their	way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the	waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the	facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a
waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level	ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall	systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on	how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational
costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate	pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we	suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost	more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s
many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while	still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural	Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some	real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed	natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look
of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could	actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the	waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this	structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the	technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.
Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder	areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down	huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.	You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.	While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are
smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more	of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also	adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various	designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of	the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to
have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire	surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched	falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and	multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts	accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All
American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their	smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water	comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows	three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as	well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,
providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space	can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret	room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto	pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any	family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool
waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.	However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to	your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.	One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With	rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates
the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re	building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the	inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool	waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.		Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water
emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended	that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped	to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool	waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and	feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real
thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone	waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no	extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast	installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any	design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams
converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.	Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.	This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain	down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are	there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should
consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the	waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)	providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool	circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s	chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the
filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler	water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can	cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s	chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler	temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you
money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,	plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy	(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).	Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their	way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the
waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the	facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a	waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level	ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall	systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on
how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational	costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate	pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we	suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost
more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s	many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while	still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural	Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some
real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed	natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look	of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could	actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the	waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this
structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the	technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.	Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder	areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down	huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.
You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.	While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are	smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more	of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also	adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various
designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of	the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to	have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire	surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched	falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and
multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts	accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All	American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their	smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water	comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows
three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as	well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,	providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space	can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret	room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto
pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any	family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool	waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.	However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to	your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.
One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With	rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates	the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re	building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the	inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool
waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.		Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water	emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended	that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped	to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool
waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and	feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real	thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone	waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no	extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast
installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any	design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams	converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.	Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.	This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain
down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are	there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should	consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the	waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)	providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool
circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s	chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler	water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can	cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s
chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler	temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you	money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,	plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy	(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).
Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their	way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the	waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the	facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a	waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level
ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall	systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on	how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational	costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate
pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we	suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost	more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s	many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while
still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural	Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some	real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed	natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look	of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could
actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the	waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this	structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the	technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.	Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder
areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down	huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.	You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.	While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are	smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more
of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also	adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various	designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of	the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to	have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire
surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched	falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and	multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts	accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All	American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their
smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water	comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows	three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as	well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,	providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space
can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret	room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto	pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any	family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool	waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.
However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to	your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.	One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With	rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates	the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re
building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the	inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool	waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.		Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water	emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended
that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped	to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool	waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and	feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real	thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone
waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no	extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast	installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any	design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams	converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.
Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.	This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain	down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are	there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should	consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the
waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)	providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool	circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s	chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler
water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can	cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s	chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler	temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you	money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,
plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy	(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).	Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their	way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the	waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the
facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a	waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level	ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall	systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on	how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it
will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational	costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate	pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we	suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost	more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of
adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s	many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while	still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural	Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some	real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed
natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look	of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could	actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the	waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this	structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the
technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.	Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder	areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down	huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.	You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.
While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are	smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more	of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also	adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various	designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of
the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to	have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire	surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched	falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and	multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts
accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All	American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their	smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water	comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows	three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as
well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,	providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space	can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret	room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto	pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any
family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool	waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.	However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to	your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.	One	of	the	most	tranquil	features	you	can	add	to	your	pool	is	a	waterfall.		With
rushing	water	sounds	and	visuals,	this	pool	water	feature	recreates	the	zen	ambience	that	natural	waterfalls	give	off.	Whether	you’re	building	from	the	ground	up	or	adding	on	to	an	existing	pool,	the	inclusion	of	a	waterfall	will	be	a	defining	feature	of	your	backyard.	Pool	waterfalls	come	in	various	forms,	but	their	design	principle	is	the	same.	
Waterfalls	relocate	water	from	a	high	level	to	a	low	level,	with	the	water	emptying	into	your	pool.	As	they	require	power,	it’s	recommended	that	they	have	a	dedicated	pump.	This	ensures	water	can	be	piped	to	the	top	of	the	waterfall,	and	no	issues	flow	will	arise.	Traditional	pool	waterfalls	are	built	out	of	stones	and	boulders	for	an	all-natural	look	and
feel.		In	some	cases,	synthetic	materials	are	used	in	place	of	the	real	thing.	This	is	usually	a	budget-friendly	method	as	artificial	stone	waterfalls	have	several	upsides:	They’re	cheaperThey’re	lightweight	(no	extra	deck	support	needed)They’re	pre-molded/pre-assembled	for	fast	installation	(less	labor	costs)	Waterfalls	can	be	crafted	to	pretty	much	any
design	you’d	like.	You	can	have	a	single	stream,	multiple	streams	converging,	or	even	multiple	waterfalls	designed	around	your	pool.	Placement	is	usually	in	an	area	of	the	pool	which	is	relatively	shallow.	This	allows	swimmers	to	stand	underneath	so	that	the	water	can	rain	down	on	them.	Sure,	waterfalls	seem	like	the	perfect	pool	feature.	But	are
there	any	downsides	to	installing	them?	Here’s	what	you	should	consider:	Aside	from	the	obvious	aesthetic	advantages,	the	sound	of	the	waterfall	can	insulate	you	from	outside	noise	(such	as	the	pump)	providing	a	therapeutic	aspect.	They	also	keep	the	water	in	your	pool	circulating	constantly.	This	helps	to	maintain	the	balance	of	the	water’s
chemical	makeup,	and	also	assists	in	moving	water	through	the	filtration	system.	Waterfalls	also	cool	the	pool’s	water.	Swimming	in	cooler	water	is	advantageous	so	that	your	body	doesn’t	overheat	(which	can	cause	muscle	spasms).	Cooler	water	also	helps	protect	the	pool’s	chlorine.	Chlorine	is	naturally	broken	down	over	time	by	sunlight.	A	cooler
temperature	gives	chlorine	a	longer	lifespan,	in	turn,	saving	you	money.	Waterfalls	can	be	a	costly	feature	as	they	require	their	own	pump,	plumbing,	and	extra	installation	time.	They	can	also	be	quite	noisy	(which	may	be	good	or	bad	depending	on	your	neighbours).	Additionally,	calcium	and	mineral	deposits	can	build	up	on	the	rocks	and	make	their
way	into	the	pool’s	water,	upsetting	the	pH	balance.	If	the	waterfall	is	made	from	faux	rocks,	chemicals	in	the	water	can	eat	away	at	the	facade,	and	it	will	eventually	need	replacement.	The	cost	of	adding	a	waterfall	depends	on	size	and	materials,	but	an	entry	level	ballpark	figure	would	be	between	$5,000	and	$10,000.	Some	extravagant	waterfall
systems	can	cost	upwards	of	$30,000.	It	really	depends	on	how	big	you’re	looking	to	go.	Of	course,	the	bigger	the	waterfall,	the	longer	it	will	take	to	install,	and	the	higher	the	labor	fees.	As	for	operational	costs,	due	to	their	dependence	on	electricity	and	a	separate	pump	(per	waterfall),	you’ll	likely	incur	a	higher	electric	bill.	For	this	reason	we
suggest	investing	in	an	energy	efficient	pump,	which	may	cost	more	upfront,	but	will	pay	off	in	the	long	run.	One	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	adding	a	waterfall	to	your	pool	is	designing	it.	Thankfully,	there’s	many	ways	you	can	customize	your	waterfall	to	be	unique	while	still	suiting	your	style.		The	most	popular	waterfall	designs	are:	Natural
Rock	Weeping	WallWater	WallSheer	DescentGrotto	Let’s	look	at	some	real	examples:	Image	by	Exterior	Worlds	This	is	an	elaborately	designed	natural	rock	look,	implementing	multiple	cascading	waterfalls	for	a	look	of	true	serenity.		It’s	hard	to	tell	from	the	photo,	but	it	could	actually	be	one	flow	of	water	at	the	top	being	redirected	to	hit	all	the
waterfall	points	simultaneously.	If	not,	there	are	multiple	points	on	this	structure	where	water	is	pumped	in	to	create	the	falls.	Whatever	the	technique,	it’s	easy	to	want	to	add	something	in	this	vein	to	your	backyard.	Image	by	Watts	Pool	Company	Some	natural	waterfalls	in	colder	areas	of	the	world	are	the	result	of	melted	snow	making	its	way	down
huge	cliffs	and	rock	faces.	These	are	known	as	weeping	wall	waterfalls.	You	can	recreate	this	calming	trickle	of	water	in	your	own	backyard.	While	structurally	similar	to	the	natural	rock	waterfalls,	these	ones	are	smaller	and	sit	lower	to	the	surface	of	the	pool.	This	allows	for	more	of	a	bubbling	sound	rather	than	a	loud	waterfall.	Flow	control	is	also
adjustable	for	this	style.	Image	by	Pentair	Water	walls	allow	for	various	designs,	with	the	only	common	thread	being	that	water	comes	out	of	the	wall.	How	that	happens,	is	totally	up	to	you.	Some	people	prefer	to	have	a	thin	layer	of	water	trickling	down	and	coating	the	entire	surface,	while	others	want	singular	waterfalls	coming	out	of	it.	For	arched
falls,	the	inclusion	of	scuppers	and	sconces	is	pretty	common,	and	multiples	of	three	is	a	popular	design.		In	the	above	photo,	accent	spouts	accompany	a	rain	curtain	effect	scupper	for	the	waterfall.		Image	by	All	American	Pools	Sheer	descent	waterfalls	are	desired	due	to	their	smooth	and	sleek	look.		The	idea	behind	this	scupper	is	that	the	water
comes	out	in	a	thin,	glassy,	sheet-like	manner.		While	this	photo	shows	three	on	one	wall,	sheer	descents	can	be	installed	on	spas	or	columns	as	well.	Image	by	Rico	Rock	Grottos	are	the	ultimate	in	pool	luxury,	providing	you	with	a	waterfall	as	well	as	a	space	behind	it.	This	space	can	be	just	enough	room	for	two	people,	or	can	open	up	to	a	secret
room,	a	spa,	or	in	some	cases,	an	entire	secondary	pool.	This	grotto	pictured	here	is	a	faux	facade,	complete	with	stairs	and	water	slide	for	any	family	to	enjoy.		While	they’re	becoming	more	commonplace,	a	pool	waterfall	isn’t	quite	yet	the	norm	when	it	comes	to	backyard	pools.	However,	any	style	of	waterfall	you	decide	on	will	not	only	add	depth	to
your	pool	and	value	to	your	home,	but	also	peace	and	tranquility.


