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Pros: Brilliant AMOLED display; Excellent sound quality; Gorgeous UI; Plays pretty much every file format; HDMI-Out works well; Handles heavy 1080p files exceptionally well. Cons: Expensive; Doesn't support Google Play; Old firmware is unstable; Laggy Interface; Tiny on-screen keyboard. COWON Z2 Plenue (8 GB)MRP: Rs 19,750
(COWONIndia.in)Street Price (As On 26-Jul-2012): Rs 18,500 (BuyThePrice.com); Rs 19,000 (Flipkart.com)Practically everyone and their uncle listens to music, and they really don't care or have any idea of how it sounds as long as it's presented on a dainty iPod platter. However, there a few who actually actually love music enough to care about how
it is delivered to them. These select few won't be caught dead with anything but FLAC or APE files loaded in a quality PMP (Portable Media Player), wired to audiophile-grade IEMs (In-Ear Monitors). These are the kind of people who believe iPods are beautifully crafted, unibody aluminium paperweights — the sort of geeks who love their Androids as
much as their vinyl players. COWON — a favourite amongst audiophiles — is the go-to brand for these discerning enthusiasts. The Korean PMP expert has tried to give the Android platform audiophile credentials in the past with the D3 Plenue, which had garnered mixed reactions due to teething troubles. The Z2 Plenue is an attempt to iron out those
flaws and create a PMP that combines high-quality audio \ video hardware with the freedom of Android.The COWON Z2 Plenue looks stunning. A Classy, Minimalist Design While the D3 Plenue looked too similar to the COWON ]J3, the Z2 is a complete redesign in every respect. The entire device embodies the spirit of minimalism in its construction as
well as UI design. The body may be fashioned out of plastic, but it's the soft, rubberised, non-shiny kind that's surprisingly resistant to scratches. It feels so solidly built and good to touch that this is the rare instance where I don't think a product would have been better off with a metal body. The only annoyance is that its sharp edges occasionally
poke into your palm. The design is angular and understated, with a button placement that's familiar to COWON loyalists. At the bottom, you have a 3.5 mm jack, flanked by a microSD slot and ports for micro-USB and HDMI output — all hidden behind a flap that cleverly doubles up as a kickstand.Everyone who saw the Z2 confused it with a
smartphone due to its tell-tale speaker grille at the top, which has been placed thus so that it can be used like a phone during VOIP (Skype) calls. Most of the fascia is occupied by the crisp and lively 3.7" AMOLED screen (480x800) that doesn't show much colour shift even at wide viewing angles despite its PenTile matrix configuration. The display is
protected by what's seems to be Gorilla Glass, or a panel that's just as scratch-resistant. At the bottom are your typical capacitive buttons, laid out in a row. The Menu, Home, and Back buttons are capable of haptic (vibrating) response. While they aren't illuminated, this shouldn't be a problem once you get used to their orientation.The retail package
ships with a wall charger, a long micro-USB cable, and a high-quality HDMI cable. The bundled earbuds sound surprisingly good by the standards of stock earphones.Customised To Perfection The Z2 Plenue comes preloaded with an Android 2.3.5 (Gingerbread) installation that's been customised to perfection. The minimalist design trickles down to
the Ul, which is the best Android implementation I have seen by far. For someone who finds HTC's Sense too gaudy and Samsung's redesigns just plain cheap, the Plenue's Ul gets it right with its pastel shades, tasteful icons, attractive widgets, and classy app list, complemented well by pleasing transparency and transition effects. While it sports the
same Gingerbread home screen configuration, little details — such as a clever lock screen that provides quick media player access and a customisable, multi-layered launch bar that houses frequently-used apps and shortcuts — make all the difference.On the flip side, the interface exhibits a slight lag — which is par for the course for most Androids in
this price range. Having said that, the Z2's touch response is considerably more fluid when compared to the laggy Ul of its non-Android cousin, the J3. The audio and video players have been radically changed too, and offer loads of customisability and features such as sound enhancements, audio presets, along with myriad options to set subtitles,



aspect ratio, playback speed, and more. Just make sure you download the latest firmware update, which adds a file manager, improves stability (since the stock firmware crashes often), and fixes a major aliasing issue with the image viewer.COWON still isn't completely certified by Google, so the Z2 doesn't have access to the Google Play store or the
search giant's official apps. Before you throw a fit, you should know that you can still side-load Android apps by copying them to the device's APK folder. Furthermore, Facebook, Twitter, and Gmail support is incorporated by COWON through its own apps. Even so, if you absolutely cannot do without the capability to purchase apps through the Google
Play store, you can enable it by rooting the device using this guide. The PMP can connect to the internet through Wi-Fi, but 3G isn't supported. While the browser is the usual Android fare, it's sadly marred by the tiny on-screen keyboard.Performance: Looks Good... The Z2 Plenue is powered by a last-generation 1 GHz ARM Cortex A8 processor and a
320 MHz Mali 3D GPU, so don't expect it to play the latest 3D mobile games with fluid framerates. However, popular 2D and quasi-3D games, such as the entire Angry Birds roster and Fruit Ninja, run without dropping a frame.The real ace up the Z2's sleeve though is its 800 MHz VPU (Video Processing Unit) that provides phenomenal performance
even with very high bitrate 1080p video files. The PMP plays any video and audio format you can throw at it with zero dropped frames, thanks to the VPU's hardware decoding capability. In fact, it seeks through heavy 1080p video files better than most desktops.The AMOLED screen looks downright gorgeous, with vivid colours, great contrast, and an
excellent response time. Although it isn't meant to be a dedicated video player (the COWON A5 Plenue is designed for that), it's still a competent alternative, as long as you don't mind putting up with a relatively small 3.7" screen. Even this limitation can be overcome through its HDMI output, which works quite well and is great for hosting an
impromptu movie screening at a friend's house. The 8 GB variant may not have much in terms of native storage, but its microSD card slot lets you add another 32 GB....Sounds Even Better! The real trump card of the Z2 though is its audio playback. Once I had loaded it with my test FLAC and APE files, I was blown away by its fidelity. Even the really
good PMPs cannot match the warmth, bass response, and soundstage of my Audinst HUD-mx1 DAC + headphone amplifier, especially when paired with larger headphones such as the Alessandro-Grado MS1i. The Z2, however, managed to power the Grado directly with ease. The quality of highs, vocals, and its ability to go infrasonic is simply
unparalleled by competing PMPs. With a performance of this calibre, it's hard for someone like me to fathom why anyone would choose an iPod over this.Although I personally like to keep my EQ flat, equaliser hounds will be overjoyed at the inclusion of 40 presets, in addition to four additional user-customisable ones. The JetEffect 5 engine also
includes popular BBE+ audio effects, with 9 reverb modes and stereo enhancement. However, the lag of nearly a second between audio playback commands and their execution is a chink in the Z2's armour. If you can look past that, this gadget is pretty much perfect as a PMP.The battery life varied wildly between 12 hours for very heavy (80 MB per
song) FLAC \ APE files, to 18 hours for 320 kbps MP3 files. Video playback lasted for 7 hours with high bitrate 1080p video content. These figures may not be impressive considering the Z2's a PMP, but not bad at all for an Android device. It's a good thing then, that the battery can be recharged fully within three hours by the wall charger.A
Competent Android All-RounderThe Z2 Plenue is a refined avatar of the D3 Plenue, in a beautifully crafted shell. Its audio fidelity is unmatched by all but the most expensive and obscure audiophile-grade PMPs. The problem is, its price tag of Rs 18,500 for the 8 GB version does bring it within the range of audiophile alternatives, such as the HiFiMan
HM-602 PMP.Having said that, the Z2 does include a classy Gingerbread customisation, a wealth of apps, internet connectivity, and the platform's open-source goodness. Let's not forget that it provides a very competent video playback experience as well. The verdict is clear: if you're an audiophile looking for a good, all-round, Android-based PMP,
look no further.Features: 4.5/5Design And Build Quality: 4.5/5Performance: 4/5Value For Money: 3.5/5Mojo: 4/50verall Rating: 4/5 TAGS: Media Players, Android, COWON, Nachiket < Tips for using Z2 in a more stable way > Apply the following order to use the product more stable. 1. Copy important data to a PC or other storage devices. 2.
Firmware upgrade to Vx.41 3. After upgrade. Settings > Storage > Unmount internal memory > Format internal memory > FAT32 > Erase everything Note: To play the file size of more than 4GB, it must be formatted as NTFS. Since NTFS characteristics, after transferring the data, please run safe-removal before disconnecting the cable from
the PC, or files may be destroyed. Therefore if you use NTFS, special attention is required. We recommend you to use FAT32, if you use standard media files. O6cyxknerne COWON Z2 Plenue Menua nneepO6cyxkpuenue » 711 cpaBHEHUS YCTPOMCTBAa C KOHKYPEHTaMH U 10 BOIIPOCaM BEIOOpa yCTPOUCTB oOpalaiTech B pa3aen: Beibop u
cpaBHeHue.llepen pa3menieHueM pororpadum o3HaKOMbTECH C TeMOM PaboTa ¢ nsobpaxkenusmu Ha GopymeCoo0bireHnsi, He OTHOCAIUECS K TeMe obcyxknaenus (oddromn), ymansioTcs 6e3 npenynpexaeHus.XapakTepucTuky u onucanueCowon Z2 Plenue couetaeT B cebe BO3MOXKHOCTH MYJIbTUMEIUWHOTO IIJieepa 9KCTpa Kjlacca ¥ MOOUJILHOTO IIJIaHIIIeTa C
BBIXOAOM B MHTEpHET. YCTPOHUCTBO paboTaeT mof yIpaBjeHueM onepannoHHoi cucteMel Android 2.3.5, 0HO OCHaIIeHo mpoieccopoM Ha 6a3e simpa Cortex-A8, GyHKIIMOHUPYIOMMM Ha TakKTOBOM dacTtoTe fmo 1 I'Ti; rpadudeckum yckopurenem Mali-400 mo 320MTI'1y u momabiM 800-MmerarepuoBsiM VPU mnsg nopmepzxkku Bupeo Full HD. KauecTBo 3Byka Cowon
Z2 Plenue ciocoOHO yIOBIETBOPUTH IOTPEOHOCTY CAMBIX MCKYIIIEHHBIX MEJI0MaHOB. AHAJIOTOB Cpeny YCTPOUCTB, paboraromiux non ynpasneHueM OC Android, mpocto HeT. Kpome Toro Cowon peryJisipHO IPeNoCTaBIIsIeT aKTyallbHbIe IIPOIITUBKY /I CBOUX YCTPONCTB, BKI0Yasi OOHOBJIEHNEe Bepcull miaTGopMel. Bombiioe KOMM4ecTBO NOAIePKIBAEMBbIX
dopmaToB U KOmeKkoB, a Takxke (atiyoBas cucteMa NTFS mo3BoJISIIOT JIETKO OIIepUpOBaTh (atiiamu padMepoM 6osee 4I'6.0cHOBHEIE XapaKTepucTuku:IlamMsaTe: o 32 I'6 (pram) + Micro SDOucnneii: 3,7” AMOLED, ceHCOpHBIIMOIIIHOCTE 3ByKa (HaymHuku): 58 MBrd®opMaTs: aynumo, Bupeo, rpaduka, TekctllapaMmeTpsl ycTpoiicTtBa:Bec: 116 rPa3mepsr:
62,8 x116,5x 11,8 mMmIIuTanue: TUTUH-TIOTUMEPHBIN aKKyMyIaTopBpeMs paboThl: mo 22 yKomiiekTanusnneepHaymHuKuUSB-kabenbceTeBoM amanTeppykoBoacTBoCrenudpukanusa:O0séM mamsitu 8 I'6, 16 I'0, 32 I'6PaiinoBas cuctema NTFSIlonmonauTenpHas mamMmsate MicroSDIIucmnnei cercopubiit AMOLED 3,7" (800 x 480)®opMmatsl Bumeo AVI, WMV,
ASF, MP4, MKV, MPG, DAT, TS, TP, TRP, 3GPIlapameTps! Bugeo Makc. pa3pemennue 1920 x 1080ITapameTrprl 3Byka MPEG1 Layer 1/2/3, WMA, OGG Vorbis, PCM, FLACKopeku DivX, XviD, H.264, WMV 9/8/7, MPEG1Cy6tutpst SMI, SMIL, SRT, SUB®opmaTts! aynuo MP3/2/1, WMA, OGG, WAV, ASF, FLAC, APE, M4AAynuo kogeku MPEG1 Layer 1/2/3,
WMA, OGG Vorbis, PCM, FLAC, Monkey's Audio9xBanaiizep44 yctaHoBKU + 4 nonb3oBaTtenbckKueBBE+ (BBE, Mach3Bass, 3D Surround, MP Enhance)cnenaddexts: (Stereo Enhance, Reverb 9 Modes)I'pabuueckue ¢popmartsl JPG, PNG, GIF, BMPTekct TXTTV-Brixogq HDMITIponieccop 1 I'Tiy ARM CORTEX-A8 CPU + 800 MTI'11 1080p Full HD VPU + 320
MTI'z Mali 3D GPUOmnepatuBHasa naMmsath 512 M6Onepanmonsas cuctema Android 2.3.5 Gingerbread[luamason Bocrpou3BoguMbx 4acToT 20 I'ty - 20 kI'nuCooTHoIeHue curxan/mym 95 nfEMoInHOCTh 3ByKa (HaymHuku) 29 + 29 MBT @ 16 OMmIIunamuku 1Paguo FM (87,5 - 108 MI'm)IukTodoH +Ayano3anuchk ¢ MUKPODOHA. ¢ paguollomoITHUTEIbHEIE
dyuruuu G-ceHcoplluTaHue TUTUH-TIOTUMEPHBIN aKKyMYIITOpBpeMs: HelmpepPLIBHOTO BOCIIPOU3BEIEHUS ayauo - 22 4, BUAeo - 8,5 uBpemst 3apsagku akkKyMyssiTopa 3 4 (0T ceTeBoro agantepa)HTepdeiic ooMena manueiMu USB 2.0 High SpeedBecnpoBoanoii oomen manubiMu WiFi IEEE 802.11 b/g/n, Bluetooth 2.1 + EDR, A2DP / AVRCP /
OPPIlopmepskKa BHEITHUX onepanoHHbIX cucteM Windows 7/ Vista/ XP/ 2000Pa3meps: 62,8 x 116,5 x 11,8 mMmBec 116 rT'op Beintycka 2012CTaTtyc Mmozenu cHATa ¢ npou3BoncTBad®oTtollpommukuv.4.31 (25.05.2012)CkaunBaeMHoBoe B mpomuBKe: YayuineHs aynuoaddekTte: JetEffect 5.¥Ymydimeno kauecTBo 3ByKa IIPU UCIOJIH30BAHUU CTOPOHHUX
IporpaMMHEIX I1eepoB.PacimuperHo MeHI0 YcTaHOBKU. VCITpaBiIeHO CKaYynBaHue IPUJIOKEHUM. Y COBEPIIIEHCTBOBaHE HacTporiku JetEffectlicipaBiieH pexkuM BOCIIpOU3BeneHUs U3 manku.[loBeIIIeHa cTabUIbHOCTD OTOOpakeHus nupuku.lcnpaBieHo oTobpaxkeHue CyOTUTPOB U3 (aisioB ¢ ommOKaMu pa3MeTKH BpeMeHu.McnpasieHa onnbka CKaHMPOBaHUSI
4acTOT IIPU CMeHe nokaiuu.McnpasneHa omubKa co COUCKOM zip-daiinos.[Jo6aBneH dain-MmeHemxkep.CaeaHsl ApyTrue MeJIKue ycoBepieHcTBoBanuA.v.4.35 (15.08.2012)CkaunBaemMmHoBoe B mpoitruBke:[Ipu o6paTHOM mepexofe U3 manku GOKyC IepexXOoauT Ha MPeabayIIyi0 BEIOPaHHYIo nanky.icopasneHa omubka yBeTUYEeHUSI TPOMKOCTHA B HEKOTOPHBIX
yCnoBUAX.YydnieHo oToOpaxkeHne 06/103keK anb00MoB.[lo6aBrieHa GyHKIINUSA ITay3bl IPU OTCOEIMHEHUN HAYITHUKOB (CM. YCTaHOBKY HayITHUKOB).McnpaBneHa omubka CHHXPOHU3alUK BUE0, IPUBOAMUBINAST K N3MEHEHUSIM CKOPOCTH Bocrpou3BeneHusi.YicipaBieHa ommbKa 0ToOpakKeHusI KapTUHOK Ha BHEITHEM 9KpaHe (QyHKUIus
MediaShare).McopaBneHa omnbKa, BO3HUKABINAas Py KacaHuu myTH K nanke (folder path).Mcnpasiena ommubka moToKoBoro Bocupou3sBemenus (JetVD).I[lo6asmeHno npunoxkenue Kakao Talk (mommep>kka romocoBoro pasroBopa).McrpasiieHs! apyrue Menkue ommoku.v.4.39 (23.04.2013)CkauynBaeMHoBoe B mpoiuBKe:[10BHIIIEHA CTAOMIIBHOCTD PA6OTH
YCTPOMCTBALJISI ONTUMHU3ANK PAOOTH:COXPAHUTE BCE MAHHEBIE C IJIEepa Ha KOMIIbIOTEPOOHOBUTECH A0 V.4.39BHImonHNTE Settings > Storage > Unmount internal memory > Format internal memory > FAT32 > Erase everythingv.4.41 (07.11.2013)CkauynBaemMHoBoe B npommBKe: [lo6aBiieHa BO3MOKHOCTb PETYIUPOBATh SPKOCTh UKOHOK B CTATYyC-
Oape.YyullreHa COBMECTUMOCTE T3roB ayauodainoB FLAC u M4A. VcnipaBneHsl HEKOTOPEIE omnbKy Bocipou3Benenusi WAV-¢daiinos.B [lokymeHTax mobaBiieHa GyHKIMsS Bo3BpaTa.lloOaBieHa BO3MOXKHOCTh yoanuTh npunoxenus: Twitter, KakaoTalk.McripaBneHbl pa3Hble MeJIKHe OIIUOKU.['Ie TOCMOTPEeTh TEKYIIYIO0 BEPCUIO IIPOIIUBKU TeKYIYI0 BEPCUIO
TIPOUIMBKY, YCTAHOBIEHHYIO Ha YCTPOUCTBE, MOXKHO IIOCMOTPETh B MeHI0 YcTaHOBKU > O Z2 > Bepcus npomusku (Settings > About Z2 > Firmware version).IIpegocTopoxkHocTullo IepenpoIIuBKy COXPaHUTe BCce Hy2KHEIe BaM (ailijibl U3 TaMATH Ijleepa Ha KoMnbioTepe.[lepe mepenponnBKoi BEIHbTE KapTy naMsaTu MicroSD, ecnu oHa B cioTe.ns
IIEPETPOILINBKY UCIIOIb3YUTE CETEBOE MUTAHUE OT amanTtepa.llo 3aBepuieHus Ipouecca OOHOBJIEHUS He BHIKITIOYANTE MUTAHWE TIJIEePa - 9TO MOXKET ITIOBPEOUTh YCTPOMCTBO. B criyuyae HecTaOUIbHOTO HAIPSIZKEHUST B MECTHOM CETH AJISl IIEPEIPOIINBKY CIIeqyeT 00paTUuThCS B cepBUCHBIN neHTp.IIponiecc obroBNeHUs1 [I0OCKkavatiTe npomuBky.[logkmouute
YCTPOMCTBO K KOMITLIOTEPY, BIOepuTe Turn on USB storage (Bkmtounth USB-HakonuTesnb). Ckonupyite daiyn 00HOBIEHUS (3a3UIIOBAaHHEBIM, pa3apXUBUPOBATh HE HaJ0) B KOPHEBOM KaTasior (CM. UIIJIIOCTpaluio BHU3Y).BrimonuuTe «be3onacHoe u3BieyeHue yCTporcTBa» B cucteMHoM Tpee Windows.BriGepute Turn off USB storage (Brikmtoumuts USB-
HAKOTUTEJIb) ¥ OTKJTIOUNTE YCTPOMCTBO OT KOMIbIOTEPaBKIIounTe mutanue ycTpoicTBa oT cetu 220 B uepes ceTeBoi agantep.BuibepuTe Settings > About Z2 > System updates, 3aTem BEIOepHUTE HOCUTENL, HA KOTOPHIM 3anucaH (aiiyi c mpoImmuBKoM (B Hamem ciaydae 31o Internal memory).ITocsie aToro HayHETCS TIporecc oOHOBNeHus1. MTeMma 3aKphITa B
CBSI3U C OTCYTCTBHEM MHTEPECca CO CTOPOHHI IMoIb30oBaTenei.Coobirenue orpegaktupoBain velikashkin - 08.02.20, 14:17ITpuunHa pemaktupoBanusi: odpopmur mankyPage 2TEXHUKAOB3OPHIUT PHI®OPYMTEXHUKAOB3OPEIUT'PIOOPYM
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