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Do registered sex offenders have a First Amendment right to access Facebook? Yes, according to the U.S. Supreme Court. In June 2016, the Court struck down a North Carolina law that barred registered sex offenders from using social networking websites. The court ruled that the law unconstitutionally limited offenders' free speech rights.
(Packingham v. North Carolina, Case No. 15-1194 (June 19, 2017).) The North Carolina Case In 2002, 21-year-old Lester Gerard Packingham pleaded guilty to taking indecent liberties with a child after having sexual contact with a 13-year-old girl and was required to register as a sex offender. A North Carolina law barred all registered sex offenders
from using social media sites on the Internet. In a 2010 Facebook post, Packingham celebrated getting a traffic ticket dismissed. A Durham police officer saw the posting, and Packingham was convicted of violating the North Carolina law banning registered sex offenders from social media sites. The prosecution never accused Packingham of
attempting to contact a minor or of doing anything else illegal on the Internet. Restrictions Still Valid States have great latitude in the post-release restrictions and duties they can impose on convicted sex offenders. People convicted of certain sex offenses must register on public databases. And, in some circumstances, sex offenders may be
involuntarily committed after their release from prison. But courts will closely examine restrictions on freedom of speech after the Packingham decision. Laws that limit speech are subject to stricter court scrutiny (in other words, more stringent examination) than other laws, to be sure that they do not violate the First Amendment to the Constitution.
Freedom of speech includes the right to hear or read freely, as well as to speak freely. In striking down the North Carolina law, the Supreme Court found that the ban violated Packingham's First Amendment speech rights because, "with one broad stroke, North Carolina bar[red] access to what for many are the principal sources for knowing current
events, checking ads for employment, speaking and listening in the modern public square, and otherwise exploring the vast realms of human thought and knowledge." But the Packingham ruling doesn't mean that all laws limiting communications are unconstitutional. The decision rejected the specific statute at hand. It also highlighted factors courts
have to consider when evaluating any law restricting speech. The First Amendment and the Internet Packingham was one of the Supreme Court's first decisions addressing the interplay between the First Amendment and the Internet. In the opinion, the Court acknowledged both the importance of cyberspace and the speed with which it evolves.
Justice Kennedy, writing for the majority of the Court, noted that "one of the most important places to exchange views is cyberspace, particularly social media." Justice Kennedy also cautioned that the Internet is "so new" and "so far reaching that courts must be conscious that what they say today may be obsolete tomorrow." Content Neutral Under
the First Amendment, "content neutral" laws don't address the subject matter of speech and may be constitutional in certain circumstances. (A different and even stricter standard would be applied if a law limited speech based on its content.) For example, a city that outlaws the Ku Klux Klan from marching through town because the KKK's message is
offensive violates the First Amendment. However, a city that requires the KKK to get a parade permit before marching does not violate the First Amendment. The parade ordinance is a content-neutral law, in that it does not address the subject matter of the speech but only the time, place, or manner of its expression. The Supreme Court in
Packingham assumed that the North Carolina law was content neutral but nevertheless found that it was not "narrowly tailored" to serve the "significant governmental interest" of protecting children from contact by a registered sex offender. A Legitimate Government Interest The Supreme Court acknowledged that a state legislature "may pass valid
laws to protect children" and sexual assault victims. Justice Kennedy confirmed that the First Amendment permits a state to "enact specific, narrowly-tailored laws" that prohibit sex offenders from engaging in conduct that might lead to a sexual crime, such as using social media sites to contact minors or gather information about them. Too Broad
Again, a state may enact carefully drawn laws to restrict some online activities of registered sex offenders without violating the First Amendment. But the Supreme Court found that North Carolina's law was too broad, with Kennedy noting that the state had barred access by sex offenders to major information sources that could benefit them. Kennedy
wrote that closing off access to all social media prevents a registered sex offender from engaging in legitimate exercise of First Amendment rights. A Powerful Amendment There's no overstating the importance of the government's interest in protecting children from sexual predators, and states are still free to impose many restrictions on convicted
sex offenders. The Packingham decision was, in the end, a testament to the power of the First Amendment. Something went wrong. Wait a moment and try again. Sex offenders need tight surveillance to make sure they have no opportunity to reoffend. While punishments for sex crimes are rightly harsh, many states do not stop sex offenders from
being present on social media. The big players in the social media world do, but they rely on reports being filed to identify sex offenders and ban them. Your role is crucial, and if you spot a sex offender, it is your duty to file a report. Sex offender Facebook profile presence can become a thing of the past, and DoNotPay can show you how! Does the
Law Allow Sex Offenders To Have Facebook Profiles? Federal law does not stop sex offenders from being present on social media, but some states have tried to enact local legislation restricting convicted sex criminals’ internet use. In 2017, the Supreme Court overturned a North Carolina law that banned sex offenders from having social media
profiles. The federal legislator felt that the ban was an infringement of the criminals’ constitutional right to free speech. In reaction to this, some states now require convicted sex offenders to include their social media profiles on the state’s sex offender registry. The information is not always made public, but law enforcement authorities can monitor
registered sex offenders’ social media activity. How To Report a Sex Offender on Facebook Facebook is a private company and can set whatever rules it wants. One of its most stringent policies is a complete ban on any sex offender having an active profile. Facebook users are encouraged to report any convicted sex offenders, and the procedure to
report a sex offender on Facebook is as follows: Log on to your Facebook profile Go to Facebook’s report a convicted sex offender page Fill in the form, giving: Your email address Full name of the offender URL of the offender’s profile Country or region where the offender was convicted Links to any supporting documentation to prove your allegation
Once Facebook has been informed of the sex offender’s identity, the company will investigate the allegation. If it is proved correct, Facebook will disable the account. If you can’t provide proof of your allegations, Facebook advises you to contact your local law enforcement authorities and have them contact the company. Which States Restrict Sex
Offenders’ Internet Use? Despite federal legislation, the following states place limitations on registered sex offenders’ use of the internet and social media: What Other Restrictions Do Sex Offenders Face? Convicted sex offenders are required to place themselves on their state sex offender registry after they have served any sentence imposed.
Registration involves their details being placed in the public domain, including: Full names and any aliases or handles Home address Employer details Crimes committed This is a consequence of Megan’s Law and is intended to make it easier to map the whereabouts and monitor the activities of sex offenders. Registered sex offenders also face several
restrictions on their lives. The law varies from state to state but can include limitations on: Sex Offender RestrictionsExplanationTravelConvicted sex offenders may need to seek permission to travel out of their state for periods over five days. International travel may also involve bans from certain countriesResidencyMany states require registered sex
offenders to live anything from 500 to 3,000 feet away from any facilities that cater to childrenWorkSex offenders are not allowed to work with children in many states, regardless of whether their original crime involved the abuse of a minor Some states only impose these regulations on tier III or level III criminals, but even the lowest-risk offenders
are likely to suffer restrictions to their normal lives. What Should You Do if You Are Worried About Sex Offenders? If you are worried about protecting your loved ones from predatory sex offenders in your area or specific criminals you may know of, you need to find out where they are. Your first course of action is to search your state registry for
registered offenders in your neighborhood or the national registry for the whereabouts of a criminal who is unregistered in your state. If you spot someone on Facebook you suspect of being a sex offender, you can use the same search methods to check their identity. Searches are free and relatively easy to perform but have one major drawback—most
state registries won't tell you if anything changes. DoNotPay has the answer—we can search locally and nationally for you and set up a weekly update to keep you abreast of any changes! DoNotPay Keeps Tabs on Sex Offenders! We understand how much you value your safety and that of your loved ones! DoNotPay’s Sex Offender Search product is
designed to give you lasting peace of mind—we can search and find offenders in your area or nationally and can even send you weekly updates. Here’s how to use our feature: Sign up with DoNotPay in your web browser Select our Sex Offender Search feature Choose to search for Offenders in your neighborhood A specific criminal’s whereabouts
Once we know what you are looking for, we will send you your report in an instant. If you opt in, we will send you a weekly update on your search results so you don’t miss any developments! Our App Solves Your Legal Issues! Do you really have to set aside astronomical amounts to pay lawyers for drafting legal documents or taking a person or
business to small claims court? The answer is no—all the cash remains in your pocket, thanks to DoNotPay! From now on, you can perform many legal tasks from home with the help of our app. It enables you to create flawless powers of attorney, divorce settlement agreements, and child travel consent forms in a snap. That’s not all—once we
generate these documents for you, we also help you have them notarized via a video meeting. No need to waste your time and fuel visiting notary offices. Check Out Other Perks DoNotPay Offers! DoNotPay provides a wide selection of services, from creating virtual credit cards and burner phone numbers to getting refunds from companies and
canceling subscriptions. Have you received an unfair parking ticket? Appeal it with our app before you know it! Are email spam and robocalls making your life a living hell? No scammer stands a chance against our efficient Al-powered tools and features! We also work in your favor when it comes to safety. Our app offers perfect ways to prevent
copyright infringement, stalking and harassment, work discrimination, sex offenses, and disputes with annoying neighbors.
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