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Noticed	your	power	bills	have	been	more	expensive	lately?	Is	your	air	conditioner	not	keeping	you	as	cool	over	the	summer	as	it	did	a	few	years	ago?	Chances	are,	it’s	time	to	give	your	ducted	aircon	filter	a	quick	clean.	Regular	maintenance	is	essential	for	keeping	your	Mitsubishi,	Fujitsu	or	Daikin	air	ducted	aircon	working	efficiently	all	year	round.
In	this	short	guide,	we	share	five	simple	steps	on	how	to	clean	a	ducted	aircon	filter	to	keep	your	air-conditioner	working	at	its	best	(and	your	power	bills	down!).	Why	It’s	Important	To	Clean	Your	Ducted	Air	Conditioner	Filter	Keeping	your	Mitsubishi,	Fujitsu	or	Daikin	ducted	air	conditioner	filter	clean	is	essential	for	both	the	health	of	your	system
and	the	quality	of	the	air	in	your	home.	The	air	return	filter	is	designed	to	trap	dust,	dirt,	pet	hair,	and	other	particles	before	they	enter	the	unit.	This	not	only	prevents	dust	and	debris	from	damaging	the	inside	of	the	air	conditioner	but	also	helps	reduce	the	growth	of	mould	and	bacteria,	ensuring	healthier	air	for	you	and	your	family.	When	dust
builds	up	in	the	filter,	it	starts	to	restrict	airflow	to	the	unit,	which	reduces	the	efficiency	of	the	system.	This	means	your	air	conditioner	has	to	work	harder	to	cool	your	home,	leading	to	higher	energy	bills	and	unnecessary	strain	on	the	system.	In	extreme	cases,	clogged	filters	can	even	cause	damage	to	the	fan	coil	unit,	which	could	result	in	costly
repairs.	You	can	find	more	tips	on	ducted	aircon	systems	in	our	blog	on	‘How	does	ducted	air	conditioning	work?‘	What	Does	A	Ducted	Filter	Look	Like?	A	ducted	air	conditioner	typically	has	one	of	two	types	of	filters:	reusable	mesh-type	filters	that	can	be	washed	and	disposable	filters	that	need	to	be	replaced	depending	on	dirt	accumulation.	They
type	of	filter	your	system	has	will	depend	on	the	age	and	type	of	system	(Mitsubishi,	Fujitsu	or	Daikin)	The	filter	is	usually	a	flat,	rectangular	piece	of	mesh	or	pleated	paper	that	is	housed	inside	the	return	air	grille	of	your	ducted	air	conditioning	system.	The	filter	may	also	be	encased	in	a	plastic	or	metal	frame,	depending	on	the	design	of	your
system.	How	Often	Should	You	Clean	A	Ducted	Aircon	Filter?	The	number	one	question	we	get	asked,	after	how	to	clean	a	ducted	aircon	filter,	is	“how	should	a	ducted	aircon	filter	be	cleaned?”.	As	a	general	rule,	we	recommend	checking	and	cleaning	the	filter	in	a	residential	unit	at	least	once	every	six	months.	However,	if	your	home	tends	to	get
especially	dusty,	you	have	pets,	or	you	use	your	air	conditioner	frequently,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	check	the	filter	every	3-4	months.	While	you	might	not	need	to	clean	it	every	time,	making	a	habit	of	checking	regularly	can	help	prevent	buildup.	A	little	attention	now	can	save	you	headaches,	excessive	energy	consumption	and	costly	repairs	down	the	line.
Five	Simple	Steps	For	Cleaning	A	Ducted	Air	Con	Filter	When	it	comes	to	ducted	air	conditioner	maintenance	and	filter	cleaning,	we	have	good	news:	You	can	do	it	in	about	half	an	hour!	And	you	don’t	need	any	special	tools	or	equipment.	Here’s	our	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	clean	a	ducted	aircon	filter	in	five	simple	steps:	Step	1:	Turn	the	AC	Off
And	Open	The	Filter	Frame	Before	you	do	any	air	conditioner	maintenance,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	make	sure	the	AC	is	switched	off.		Once	you’ve	done	that,	the	first	step	is	to	open	the	air	conditioner	duct	so	you	can	remove	the	filter	from	the	return	air	grill	frame.	Depending	on	which	type	of	ducted	system	you	have,	the	return	air	filter	will	either	be	in
the	ceiling	or	a	wall.	To	open	the	return	air	grill,	undo	the	hinged	return	air	grill	frame	fixing(s).	The	fixing(s)	is	usually	a	thumb	screw	or	a	sliding	clip.	Once	you’ve	undone	the	latch,	swing	the	filter	frame	open	and	let	it	hang	vertically.	Step	2:	Remove	the	Filter	Once	you’ve	opened	the	return	air	grill,	you	should	be	able	to	slide	the	filter	out.	If	it’s
been	a	while	since	you	last	cleaned	the	filter,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	wear	a	mask	to	avoid	inhaling	too	much	dust—especially	if	the	vent	is	located	on	the	ceiling.	Step	3:	Clean	the	filter	Once	you’ve	removed	the	filter,	it’s	time	to	give	it	a	good	clean.	The	best	way	to	clean	the	filter	will	depend	on	how	much	dust	it	has	accumulated.		If	there’s	a	thick	layer	of
dust,	we	recommend	taking	the	filter	outside	(or	leaning	it	over	the	bin)	and	giving	it	a	gentle	tap	or	brush	to	remove	as	much	of	the	dust	as	possible,	being	careful	not	to	tear	the	filter.	You	could	also	gently	vacuum	the	filter	to	get	rid	of	most	of	the	buildup.		Once	you’ve	done	that,	it’s	time	to	wash	the	filter	in	warm	soapy	water	and	a	soft	microfibre
cloth.	You	don’t	need	any	harsh	chemicals	–	ordinary	dishwashing	liquid	or	mild	detergent	is	fine.	If	your	sink	isn’t	large	enough,	a	bathtub	or	shower	is	a	great	alternative.	You	can	also	hose	it	down	outside	–	just	be	aware	of	the	water	pressure	so	the	filter	is	not	damaged.	You’ll	know	you’re	done	cleaning	when	you	can	see	light	through	the	filter.	As
you	can	see	in	the	photo	below,	the	difference	will	be	pretty	obvious—the	filter	on	the	right	is	covered	in	dust!	Step	4:	Inspect	and	dry	the	filter	Once	the	filter’s	clean,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	give	it	a	once-over	to	check	for	any	tears	or	signs	of	damage.	If	you	find	any,	you	know	it’s	time	to	replace	the	filter.	To	dry	the	filter,	lean	it	against	a	wall	or	place	it
on	a	rack,	outside	in	the	sun,	or	in	a	warm,	well-ventilated	area.	If	you’re	particularly	short	on	time,	you	could	use	a	hairdryer	to	dry	it	quickly.		Either	way,	it’s	essential	to	let	it	fully	dry	before	putting	it	back	in	the	grill	to	prevent	mould	and	bacteria	from	growing	in	the	ducted	unit.	Step	5:	Replace	the	filter	Slide	the	filter	back	into	the	hinged	grill,
swing	the	grill	back	into	the	recess	and	screw	up	the	fixing	screw	(slide	back	the	clip).	How	To	Clean	The	Filter	on	Daikin	Ducted	Air	Conditioner	and	Other	Models	If	you’re	wondering	how	to	clean	the	filter	on	your	Mitsubishi,	or	Fujitsu	ducted	air	conditioner,	the	good	news	is	that	the	five	steps	we’ve	outlined	should	work	for	most	systems.
However,	each	brand	may	have	its	own	unique	features,	so	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to	consult	the	owner’s	manual	for	specific	guidance.	For	instance,	with	Daikin	ducted	systems,	you’ll	often	receive	a	filter	cleaning	reminder	on	the	controller,	prompting	you	to	clean	the	filter	at	regular	intervals.	While	the	basic	cleaning	process	remains	similar	across
most	models,	these	reminders	can	help	ensure	you	stay	on	top	of	maintenance	Want	to	know	more	about	how	to	clean	your	daikin	ducted	aircon	filters?	Get	in	touch	with	Crown	Power	for	more	expert	tips	on	maintaining	and	servicing	your	ducted	air	conditioning	systems.	Keep	Your	Aircon	Running	Smoothly	Cleaning	your	ducted	air	conditioner	filter
is	a	small	task	that	can	make	a	big	difference.	Not	only	will	it	help	your	system	run	efficiently,	but	it’ll	also	improve	air	quality	and	cut	down	on	energy	costs,	keeping	your	home	cool	and	comfortable	without	the	hefty	bills!	If	you’d	rather	leave	the	hard	work	to	the	professionals,	our	expert	air	conditioning	maintenance	services	at	Crown	Power	have
you	covered.	We	offer	comprehensive,	reliable	cleaning	and	servicing	for	all	types	of	ducted	air	conditioning	systems,	ensuring	they	perform	at	their	best.	Contact	us	today	to	schedule	your	aircon	service.	Share	on:	We	have	completed	over	10,000	ducted	air	conditioning	installs,	specialising	in	the	highest-quality	ducted	systems	from	Daikin,
Panasonic,	and	Advantage	Air	across	South-East	Queensland	in	Brisbane,	Sunshine	Coast	&	the	Gold	Coast.	Get	Quote	As	the	temperature	drops,	we	often	rely	on	our	heating	systems	to	keep	us	warm	and	comfortable.		Did	you	know	that	your	air	conditioner	can	also	provide	warmth	during	colder	months?	This	is	made	possible	through	a	feature
called	heat	mode,	also	known	as	the	heating	mode.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explore	AC	heat	mode:	what	it	is,	how	it	works,	benefits,	and	comparisons	to	other	modes.	Heat	mode	is	a	feature	found	in	air	conditioning	systems	that	allows	the	unit	to	function	as	a	heater.		Typically,	AC	units	are	designed	to	cool	down	the	room	or	space	by	extracting	heat	from
indoors	and	releasing	it	outdoors.		But	when	heat	mode	is	activated,	the	process	is	reversed,	and	the	AC	unit	extracts	heat	from	outside	and	distributes	it	indoors,	effectively	raising	the	temperature.	Yes,	using	the	heat	mode	in	your	AC	is	safe	as	long	as	you	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	for	proper	usage	and	maintenance.		Just	like	any	other
mode	in	your	AC,	it	is	designed	to	operate	safely	and	efficiently.	The	biggest	advantage	of	heat	mode	is	providing	warmth	during	colder	months	without	needing	a	separate	heating	system.	Can	help	save	on	energy	costs	by	utilizing	the	existing	AC	unit	instead	of	using	additional	heating	methods.	Can	be	used	in	conjunction	with	other	modes,	such	as
fan	or	dehumidifier,	for	personalized	comfort.	By	utilizing	this	mode	in	your	AC,	you	can	save	on	energy	costs	as	it	consumes	less	electricity	compared	to	other	heating	systems.	AC	units	with	heat	mode	can	provide	quick	and	efficient	heating,	saving	you	time	and	keeping	you	comfortable.	To	activate	heat	mode	in	your	AC,	simply	switch	the	unit	to
“heat”	or	“heating”	mode	on	your	remote	control	or	thermostat.		Make	sure	to	set	the	desired	temperature	and	fan	speed	for	optimal	comfort.		If	you’re	unsure	how	to	do	this,	refer	to	your	AC’s	user	manual.	The	best	AC	setting	for	heating	is	typically	around	68-72	degrees	Fahrenheit	to	maintain	a	comfortable	indoor	temperature.		It’s	important	to
adjust	the	setting	based	on	personal	preference	and	energy	efficiency.	Regular	maintenance	and	insulation	can	also	help	optimize	heating	efficiency.	Heat	mode	is	typically	used	during	colder	months	when	the	outside	temperature	drops	and	you	need	to	warm	up	your	room	or	space.		It	is	also	useful	in	areas	with	moderate	winters,	where	a	separate
heating	system	may	not	be	necessary.		It	can	also	come	in	handy	during	transitional	seasons	like	spring	and	fall	when	the	weather	can	fluctuate.	If	you	encounter	any	issues	with	your	heat	mode	not	working,	there	could	be	several	reasons	behind	it.		Some	common	causes	include	a	faulty	thermostat,	low	refrigerant	levels,	or	issues	with	the	outdoor
unit.		Check	Thermostat	Settings:	Make	sure	your	thermostat	is	set	to	heat	mode	and	at	the	desired	temperature.	Check	For	Any	Faulty	Parts:	If	your	AC	unit	is	not	producing	any	heat,	it	could	be	due	to	a	faulty	part	that	requires	replacement.	Clean	Or	Replace	Air	Filters:	Dirty	air	filters	can	restrict	airflow	and	reduce	the	efficiency	of	your	AC’s	heat
mode.	Schedule	Regular	Maintenance:	To	ensure	optimal	functioning	of	your	AC’s	heat	mode,	schedule	regular	maintenance	checks	with	a	professional	technician.	While	heat	mode	provides	warmth,	there	are	other	modes	in	your	AC	that	serve	different	purposes.	Here’s	a	quick	comparison	of	heat	mode	with	other	common	modes:	Auto	mode	allows
your	AC	to	switch	between	cooling	and	heating	based	on	the	room	temperature.		And	heat	mode	will	only	provide	warm	air	regardless	of	the	room	temperature.	Heat	mode	only	provides	warmth	and	does	not	cool	the	room.	As	the	name	suggests,	cool	mode	is	used	to	cool	down	the	room	or	space.	Heat	mode	works	in	reverse	by	warming	up	the	area.	
Both	modes	serve	different	purposes	and	are	used	depending	on	personal	preferences	and	weather	conditions.	Dry	mode	is	used	to	remove	excess	humidity	from	the	air,	whereas	heat	mode	adds	warmth	to	the	indoor	environment.		Dry	mode	can	be	a	good	option	during	humid	weather,	while	heat	mode	is	suitable	for	colder	months.	No,	heat	mode	is	a
feature	designed	to	work	with	your	AC	and	will	not	cause	any	damage.	Regular	maintenance	of	your	AC	is	recommended	for	optimal	performance,	but	it’s	not	mandatory	to	service	it	before	switching	to	heat	mode.	Heat	mode	in	air	conditioners	is	a	versatile	feature	that	allows	you	to	stay	warm	and	comfortable	during	colder	months.	It	is	safe,
efficient,	and	offers	various	benefits	for	your	indoor	environment.	By	understanding	how	it	works,	when	to	use	it,	and	how	to	fix	any	issues	that	may	occur,	you	can	make	the	most	out	of	this	valuable	feature	in	your	AC	unit.		Stay	cozy	all	year	round	with	heat	mode	in	your	AC!	Do	you	know	what	is	“dry	mode”	in	your	AC?	What	is	Automatic	Mode?
What	about	the	Sleep	Mode!!	I	am	sure	you	may	not	know	each	one	of	them.	Gone	are	the	days	when	we	had	just	the	ON/OFF	button	or	the	cooling	button.	With	time	as	technology	is	advancing	in	the	air	conditioning	and	cooling	sector,	we	are	seeing	new	and	new	modes	of	operation.	This	post	is	all	about	the	various	types	of	modes	available	in	an	air
conditioner.	I	have	divided	the	post	into	two	sections	–	standard	and	other	modes.	Refer	to	the	Table	of	Contents	below	for	better	navigation.	Standard	modes	are	the	common	modes	available	across	all	the	air	conditioners.		Every	manufacturer	uses	these	modes	in	their	product.	These	may	slightly	differ	by	name	but	it	is	assured	that	they	will	be
present	in	every	AC.	This	is	the	most	common	mode	available	by	default	in	your	AC.		It	is	the	“cooling	mode”	which	runs	for	the	first	time	when	you	ON	your	brand	new	AC.	The	compressor	starts	running	to	produce	cool	air	in	the	room.		After	achieving	the	desired	room	temperature,	the	compressor	shuts	off	but	the	fan	keeps	on	running.	This	was
about	a	normal	“non-inverter”	AC.	The	nature	of	a	compressor	in	an	“inverter	AC”	is	slightly	different.		Instead	of	switching	off	the	compressor,	it	runs	on	a	lower	power	to	maintain	the	room	temperature.	If	you	desire	to	achieve	a	lower	temperature	in	the	room	or	to	say	you	set	the	thermostat	temperature	to	low	like	16-18	degrees	celsius.	Then	the
compressor	will	run	on	max	power	always	to	chase	this	temperature.		Running	on	24-26	degree	celsius	is	ideal	for	saving	power.	As	the	name	suggests,	this	mode	reduces	the	room	humidity.	Very	handy	in	monsoon	season	or	coastal	areas	near	the	sea.		There	is	nothing	worse	than	working	on	a	humid	day	and	sweat	rolls	over	your	face.	With	time	the
AC	brings	the	room’s	humidity	to	comfortable	levels.	It	does	not	matter	whether	you	run	the	cooling	mode	or	dry	mode,	both	will	eventually	dehumidify	your	room.	In	terms	of	working	it	is	no	different	than	the	cooling	mode.	For	my	AC,	the	dry	mode	sets	the	temperature	setting	to	24	degree	celsius.	This	can	be	achieved	by	manually	setting	the
temperature	to	24	in	the	cooling	mode.	How	AC	dehumidifies	your	room?	There	is	no	dehumidifier	device	attached	in	the	AC	which	reduces	the	humidity	level.	It	is	due	to	the	simple	process	of	“condensation”.		That	is	when	hot	&	humid	air	comes	in	contact	with	a	cold	surface(evaporator	in	the	case	of	AC),	the	gaseous	water	vapor	turns	back	into
liquid	water.	This	water	is	collected	by	the	drain	pipe.	Remember	in	summers	when	you	took	a	cold	drink	out	from	the	refrigerator,	and	within	a	few	minutes,	you	observed	water	droplets	on	the	surface	of	the	glass.	This	is	the	same	phenomena(condensation)	happening	here.	So	the	hot	and	humid	air	in	your	room	gets	in	contact	with	the	cold
evaporator	coils,	the	air	not	only	cools	down	but	the	humidity	is	also	removed	from	it.	Dear	consumer	do	have	a	look	at	our	best	split	air	conditioner	under	30000	2023	if	you	are	thinking	to	buy	a	new	AC	anytime	soon.	In	this	mode	only	the	fan	runs,	the	compressor	remains	OFF.	No	cooling	is	done	as	the	compressor	is	OFF.	Can	be	used	to	save	power
after	the	desired	room	temperature	is	achieved.	The	compressor	consumes	the	majority	of	power	in	an	AC.	The	AC	compressor	being	OFF	in	the	“fan	mode”	makes	the	power	consumption	very	low.	It	is	better	to	use	a	“ceiling	fan”	for	ventilation	and	air	circulation	than	to	use	an	AC	fan.	Check	this	comprehensive	article	on	fan	mode	and	its
application.	This	mode	is	for	use	at	night	time.	How	does	this	work?	When	the	AC	mode	is	set	to	the	sleep	mode.	It	increases	the	set	temperature	by	0.5	or	1	degree	after	each	hour	till	2	hours	max	have	passed.	So	for	example,	if	you	set	the	temperature	to	24	degrees	before	going	to	sleep.	Assuming	you	went	to	sleep	at	12:00	midnight.	Then	this
mode	will	increase	the	temperature	to	25	at	1AM	and	26	at	2AM.		Sleep	mode	can	slightly	vary	from	model	to	model.	But	the	goal	will	be	the	same.		How	is	it	useful?	There	is	a	dip	in	outdoor	temperature	during	the	night.			As	the	time	passes	by	while	you	are	in	your	sleep	the	outdoor	temperature	slowly	goes	down.	So	setting	the	thermostat
temperature	low	before	going	to	sleep	may	be	ideal	for	achieving	a	comfortable	temperature	inside	but	you	can	feel	cold	as	the	night	passes	by.	This	is	also	not	optimal	for	power	saving.	Other	names	include	Quick	Cool,	Jet	Mode,	Power	Chill,	etc.		For	LG’s	dual	inverter	AC	this	is	called	H’Cool	or	Himalayan	Cool.	Its	working	differs	from	model	to
model.	But	essentially	it	is	used	to	make	the	room	cool	faster.	Let’s	see	the	case	of	a	“non-inverter”	AC	Turbo	mode	in	non-inverter	AC	sets	the	thermostat	temperature	setting	to	the	lowest	possible.	For	my	AC	this	mode	sets	the	temperature	to	18	degree	celsius.	Does	this	mode	make	the	cooling	faster	for	non-inverter	AC?	Setting	the	temperature	to
18	degree	or	the	minimum	possible	does	not	make	the	room	cool	faster.	The	cooling	power	depends	on	the	compressor.	For	non-inverter	AC,	the	compressor	power	cannot	increase	or	decrease	from	its	operating	power.	Suppose	you	want	to	achieve	the	inside	room	temperature	of	24	degrees,	and	you	turn	on	the	turbo	mode.	Then	the	time	taken	by
the	AC	to	cool	down	the	room	to	24	degrees	will	be	the	same	if	the	thermostat	setting	is	24	or	18	degrees.	So	turbo	mode	plays	no	significant	role	here.	But	“turbo	mode”	differs	in	inverter	AC.	In	inverter	ACs,	the	compressor	can	run	on	varying	power	and	can	produce	varying	cooling	power.	So	a	1	ton	AC	can	work	as	a	1.2	ton	AC.	In	turbo	mode
inverter	AC	takes	the	cooling	power	to	the	highest.	Making	the	room	cool	faster.	Very	useful	when	we	want	to	quickly	comfort	ourselves	from	the	harsh	outdoor	temperature.	Read	More	|	Inverter	vs	Normal	AC	Also	called	the	Eco	Mode.	It	differs	from	model	to	model.	Whatever	be	the	different	mechanism	used	in	power-saving	mode	across	various	air
conditioners.	All	essentially	helps	in	“power	saving”.	I	will	tell	you	one	mechanism	here.	Ideally,	the	compressor	shuts	down	when	the	desired	room	temperature	is	achieved	and	then	only	the	fan	runs.	But	in	the	power	saving	mode,	the	fan	also	shuts	down	with	the	compressor.	After	a	few	minutes(assume	10	minutes),	the	fan	starts	to	take	the	indoor
air	inside	the	AC	to	check	the	room	temperature.	If	the	room	temperature	has	increased	since	the	previous	cooling	cycle.	The	compressor	starts	again.	By	such	a	mechanism	the	time	gap	between	cooling	cycles	increases	and	so	the	power	consumption	reduces.	This	leads	to	power	saving.	Personally	when	I	use	this	mode	the	“comfort	level”	is	not
good.	The	AC	compressor	shuts	down	often	and	so	the	set	temperature	is	never	reached.	The	switching-off	of	the	fan	decreases	the	comfort	level	more.	Read	More:	Sleep	Mode	vs	Energy	Saver	Mode	for	Night.	The	modes	listed	in	this	section	are	not	found	in	every	AC	and	few	of	them	are	specific	to	a	company	or	a	model	In	this	mode,	the
refrigeration	mechanism	“reverses”	to	make	the	AC	throw	hot	air	instead	of	cold	air	inside	a	room.	Comes	with	hot	and	cold	AC	or	AC	with	a	heat	pump.	An	AC	with	the	heating	mode	is	better	for	warming	up	the	room	when	compared	to	a	heater	in	terms	of	power	consumption.		Read	More	|	Can	you	run	your	air	conditioner	in	winter	for	warming	up
your	room.	Mostly	available	in	the	inverter	ACs.	The	“auto	mode”	available	in	your	air	conditioner	serves	to	achieve	a	specified	temperature	and	then	maintain	it.	The	AC	in	this	mode	“automatically”	changes	the	compressor	power	and	fan	speed	to	achieve	the	room	temperature.	After	that,	it	may	shut	down	the	compressor	and	even	the	fan	to	save
power.	This	allows	the	AC	compressor	and	fan	to	run	slow	so	that	it	makes	the	least	amount	of	noise	possible.	Starts	only	after	the	room	temperature	achieves	the	thermostat	temperature.	This	setting	can	be	found	on	the	Samsung	split	ACs.	Available	in	Samsung’s	split	inverter	ACs.	This	mode	is	useful	only	when	one	person	is	there	in	the	room.
There	can	be	times	when	a	user	is	alone	in	the	room	or	the	AC	is	for	single	person	use.	It	helps	save	power	by	lowering	down	the	compressor	power.	Samsung	believes	this	mode	would	allow	consumers	to	save	26%	of	energy.	This	mode	is	found	in	LG’s	dual	inverter	split	ACs.	It	allows	“three	options”	for	power	saving	–	80%,	60%,	40%.	In	this	mode,
the	compressor	runs	at	a	lower	power	to	save	electricity.	For	example,	if	the	AC	is	set	on	80%,	then	the	power	saving	will	be	20%.	Do	note	by	lowering	the	compressor’s	power,	the	AC	will	also	cool	slower.	Using	the	LG	4-in-1	mode	from	the	very	start	will	make	your	comfort	level	low.	So	if	you	want	to	use	this	mode	then	first	let	the	AC	cool	the	room
to	the	desired	temperature.	The	“goal”	of	this	mode	is	to	direct	the	flow	of	air	from	the	AC	to	persons	sitting	in	the	room	more	effectively.	This	technique	varies	from	company	to	company.	One	variation	of	this	mode	is	detecting	human	presence	from	built-in	sensors	in	the	AC	and	then	directing	the	flow	of	chilled	air	in	that	direction.	Another	variation
of	the	“follow	me”	mode	is	the	use	of	AC’s	remote.	The	airflow	is	directed	towards	that	person	who	is	holding	the	remote.	And	instead	of	using	the	AC	built-in	temperature	checker	or	thermostat,	the	remote	thermostat	is	used.	I	found	this	setting	in	Hitachi	and	a	few	Voltas	AC.	In	Bluestar,	it	is	called	i-Feel	mode.	Getting	a	new	air	conditioner	is
exciting.	But,	there	are	many	modes	to	control	the	air	conditioner.	What	is	the	function	of	each	mode	and	which	mode	should	you	use?Most	air	conditioners	have	cool	mode,	dry	mode	and	fan	mode.	Some	air	conditioners	come	with	extra	modes	such	as	sleep	mode,	turbo	mode	and	ECO	mode.	Heat	pumps	typically	have	auto	mode	and	heat	mode	for
heating.While	the	common	modes	are	easy	to	understand	how	they	work	but	some	of	the	special	modes	may	be	more	than	meets	the	eye.	In	this	post,	I’ll	explain	each	mode	and	what	they	do.Mini	split	is	a	great	heating	and	cooling	system.	However,	there	are	many	brands	and	models.	So,	I	did	some	study	to	come	out	the	4	Best	Mini	Splits	in	2023.	I
encourage	you	to	check	it	out	if	you’re	considering	one	now.The	auto	mode	of	air	conditioners	is	usually	used	to	better	regular	the	room	temperature	by	automatically	adjusting	the	fan	speed.	In	heat	pump,	auto	mode	also	automatically	switch	from	cooling	to	heating	when	necessary.Below	are	some	of	the	common	auto	mode	icons	displayed	on	air
conditioner	remote	controllers:In	auto	mode,	a	cooling	only	air	conditioner	usually	adjusts	the	fan	speed	automatically	based	on	the	desired	temperature.	Some	air	conditioners	adjust	the	temperature	setting	to	25°C	(77°F)	by	default	when	operating	in	auto	mode.For	a	heat	pump	with	both	cooling	and	heating	functions,	not	only	the	fan	speed	and
temperature	will	be	adjusted	automatically,	but	the	heat	pump	will	also	switch	between	cool	mode	and	heat	mode	accordingly	to	meet	the	desired	temperature.Such	an	operation	is	sometimes	called	auto	changeover	mode.For	most	air	conditioners,	you	can’t	adjust	the	fan	speed	manually	when	operating	in	auto	mode	as	the	air	conditioner
automatically	adjusts	the	fan	speed	for	you.Auto	mode	is	a	good	setting	for	the	air	conditioner	as	it	allows	the	air	conditioner	to	change	its	settings	automatically	in	order	to	achieve	the	best	comfort.	However,	as	the	fan	speed	changes,	the	air	conditioner	may	produce	more	noise.Cool	mode	is	the	default	mode	of	air	conditioners.	It	is	the	cooling
function	of	air	conditioners.Below	are	some	of	the	common	cool	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:An	air	conditioner	operates	in	cool	mode	by	default.	The	air	conditioner	will	cool	the	room	based	on	the	set	temperature.	The	fan	speed	usually	needs	to	be	adjusted	manually.However,	usually,	you	can	switch	to	auto	fan	if	you
want	the	fan	speed	to	be	adjusted	automatically.In	cool	mode,	not	just	the	fan	speed	but	the	temperature,	air	swing,	turbo,	sleep,	timer	and	many	other	modes	generally	can	be	adjusted	as	desired.The	auto	mode	and	cool	mode	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers	can	be	quite	confusing.	Basically,	auto	mode	and	cool	mode	do	the	same	thing.
However,	the	fan	speed	of	air	conditioners	will	automatically	change	while	on	auto	mode	but	not	on	cool	mode.Dry	mode	is	a	common	feature	of	air	conditioners	to	switch	from	cooling	focus	to	dehumidification	focus.	On	dry	mode,	the	air	conditioner	primary	focus	is	to	dehumidify	the	room.Below	are	some	of	the	common	dry	mode	icons	displayed	on
air	conditioner	remote	controllers:Many	people	misunderstand	that	an	air	conditioner	does	not	provide	cooling	when	operating	in	dry	mode	which	is	false.	In	dry	mode,	an	air	conditioner	works	exactly	as	in	cool	mode.However,	the	air	conditioner’s	primary	objective	is	to	dehumidify	the	air	instead	of	cooling	the	room.In	order	to	dehumidify	or	remove
moisture,	the	air	must	contact	a	cold	surface	to	incur	condensation.	Thus,	the	compressor	of	air	conditioner	must	work	to	provide	cold	refrigerant	to	the	cooling	coil.Therefore,	an	air	conditioner	not	only	dehumidifies	but	also	cooling	the	room	when	operates	in	dry	mode.Usually,	the	air	conditioner	will	run	at	a	fixed	fan	speed	when	operating	in	dry
mode	and	you	can’t	adjust	it.	Some	air	conditioners	allow	you	to	set	the	temperature	as	desired.Other	air	conditioners	adjust	the	best	fan	speed	and	temperature	automatically	for	dehumidification.Fan	mode	is	a	function	you	can	use	to	switch	of	cooling/heating	in	air	conditioner.	When	the	fan	mode	is	switched	on,	the	air	conditioner	is	essentially	a
wall	fan.Below	are	some	of	the	common	fan	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:In	fan	mode,	an	air	conditioner	only	operates	the	indoor	fan	blower	to	circulate	air.	The	outdoor	fan	and	compressor	will	not	operate	in	fan	mode.You	can	adjust	the	fan	speed	and	air	swing	as	desired.	The	air	conditioner	only	uses	a	fraction	of	the
energy	when	operating	in	fan	mode	in	exchange	for	zero	cooling.When	using	an	air	conditioner	in	fan	mode,	you	may	notice	a	different	smell	coming	out	from	the	air	conditioner.	The	smell	is	usually	due	to	the	leftover	drain	water	inside	the	air	conditioner.	It	is	completely	normal	as	long	as	the	smell	doesn’t	stink.Heat	mode	only	exist	in	heat
pump.Below	are	some	of	the	common	heat	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:Only	a	heat	pump	or	an	air	conditioner	with	a	heating	function	can	operate	in	heat	mode.	As	the	name	suggested,	a	heat	pump	provides	heating	instead	of	cooling	when	operating	in	heat	mode.Just	like	in	cool	mode,	the	fan	speed,	temperature,	air
swing,	turbo,	sleep,	timer	and	many	other	modes	generally	can	be	adjusted	as	desired	when	operating	in	heat	mode.Sleep	mode	let	you	save	energy	during	the	night.	Most	air	conditioners	are	equipped	with	the	sleep	mode	function.Below	are	some	of	the	common	sleep	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:Sleep	mode	usually	can
only	be	activated	in	conjunction	with	cool,	auto	and	heat	mode.	When	sleep	mode	is	activated,	an	air	conditioner	generally	will	increase	the	temperature	by	1°C	(2℉)	after	30	minutes.Then,	it	increases	the	temperature	by	another	1°C	(2℉)	after	the	subsequent	30	minutes.	The	increased	temperature	is	maintained	for	about	7	hours	before	it
automatically	resets	back	to	the	original	temperature	setting.The	purpose	of	sleep	mode	is	to	save	energy.	The	air	conditioner	gradually	increases	the	temperature	so	that	it	won’t	affect	our	sleep.	It	is	assumed	that	people	generally	won’t	feel	the	temperature	rise	during	sleep.Thus,	the	air	conditioner	takes	the	opportunity	to	save	energy.Turbo	mode
is	a	quick	boost	feature	of	air	conditioners.	With	just	a	click,	your	air	conditioner	will	provide	maximum	cooling/heating	to	the	room	for	a	certain	duration.Below	are	some	of	the	common	turbo	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:Other	names	such	as	powerful	mode	and	overcool	mode	are	essentially	referring	to	the	same
function	as	the	turbo	mode.	Similar	to	sleep	mode,	turbo	mode	can	only	be	activated	in	conjunction	with	cool,	auto	and	heat	mode.In	turbo	mode,	an	air	conditioner	will	operate	at	the	maximum	fan	speed	and	the	lowest	temperature.	Sometimes,	the	fan	speed	is	beyond	the	maximum	fan	speed	setting.Then,	the	air	conditioner	reset	back	to	the	original
setting	after	30	minutes	on	average.	The	duration	of	turbo	mode	may	vary	based	on	brands	and	models.Some	air	conditioners	may	not	display	the	maximum	fan	speed	and	the	lowest	temperature	setting	on	their	controller	while	operating	in	turbo	mode.Similarly,	a	heat	pump	also	can	activate	turbo	mode	to	heat	a	room	quickly.Turbo	mode	provides
an	instant	boost	of	cooling/heating	to	the	room.	Hence,	your	air	conditioners	may	have	more	wear	and	tear	when	the	turbo	mode	is	used	extensively.	Furthermore,	your	air	conditioners	produce	more	noise	when	the	turbo	mode	is	on.Quiet	mode	only	exist	in	certain	types	of	air	conditioners.	When	quiet	mode	is	on,	the	air	conditioner	produce	little	to
no	noise.Below	are	some	of	the	common	quiet	mode	icons	displayed	on	air	conditioner	remote	controllers:In	quiet	mode,	an	air	conditioner	reduces	the	fan	speed	to	the	minimum.	Sometimes,	the	fan	speed	is	beyond	the	minimum	fan	speed	setting.	The	purpose	of	quiet	mode	is	to	reduce	the	noise	level	to	as	low	as	possible.Regardless	of	the	mode,
some	air	conditioners	are	noisier	than	others.	See	which	type	of	air	conditioners	is	noisy/quiet	in	my	previous	post.The	cooling	effect	of	an	air	conditioner	is	lessened	when	operating	in	quiet	mode.	Some	air	conditioners	have	the	ability	to	activate	quiet	mode	for	the	outdoor	unit	to	further	reduce	the	noise.ECO	mode	is	an	energy	saving	function	of	air
conditioners.	ECO	mode	is	meant	to	the	reduce	electricity	consumption	of	air	conditioners	without	sacrificing	too	much	performance.Generally,	when	ECO	mode	is	activated,	an	air	conditioner	will	perform	a	few	tricks	to	save	energy.	Depending	on	the	brands	and	models,	an	air	conditioner	may	perform	some	of	the	following	tricks:Motion	sensor	–
Increase	the	temperature	when	no	movement	is	detected	to	save	energy.Sunlight	sensor	–	Increase	the	temperature	when	the	sunlight	intensity	in	a	room	is	low	to	save	energy.Capacity	limit	–	Limit	the	compressor	capacity	to	save	energy	with	a	drawback	of	reduced	cooling.Fan	off	–	Turn	off	the	indoor	fan	blower	when	the	set	temperature	is	reached
to	save	energy.Temperature	increase	–	Increase	the	temperature	by	2°C	(4℉)	immediately	to	save	energy.Targeted	cooling	–	Increase	the	temperature	but	blow	air	directly	to	occupants	to	save	energy	while	maintaining	sufficient	cooling.Some	of	the	ECO	mode	names	are	ECONAVI,	ECOsense,	iSense,	Econ	mode,	intelligent	eye	and	intelligent
mode.ECO	mode	cannot	be	counted	as	part	of	the	efficiency	of	an	air	conditioner	because	something	else	always	exchanged	for	the	lower	power	consumption	when	operating	in	ECO	mode.Most	window	air	conditioners	are	equipped	with	the	ECO	mode.	By	default,	whenever	a	window	air	conditioner	is	switched	on,	the	ECO	mode	will	be
activated.When	a	window	air	conditioner	is	in	ECO	mode,	its	compressor	will	stop	running	when	the	set	temperature	is	reached.	During	that	time,	the	fan	may	run	to	assist	cooling	the	room.	When	the	room	temperature	is	above	the	setpoint,	the	compressor	will	start	running	again.ECO	mode	is	meant	to	reduce	energy	consumption	while	auto	mode
mainly	focuses	on	achieving	comfort.	So,	if	you	want	to	save	more	energy,	use	the	eco	mode.	Contrarily,	if	you	want	to	have	better	temperature	and	humidity	controls,	use	the	auto	mode.ECO	mode	in	air	conditioner	does	save	electricity.	When	ECO	mode	is	turned	on,	your	air	conditioners	usually	reduce	the	cooling	power	to	achieve	more	energy
savings.	Besides,	your	air	conditioners	may	limit	the	power	input	and	thus,	you	may	not	feel	the	AC	as	powerful	as	before	when	the	ECO	mode	is	turned	on.Nevertheless,	the	best	way	to	save	AC	electricity	is	through	regular	cleaning	and	maintenance	work.	If	you	have	a	mini	split	system,	I	recommended	you	read	my	post	about	mini	split	maintenance.
I	included	a	downloadable	checklist	in	the	post.ECO	mode	usually	displayed	as	a	green	leaf	icon	on	your	air	conditioner	remote	controller.	So,	simply	point	the	remote	controller	to	the	AC	and	press	the	ECO	button	to	turn	off	the	ECO	mode.In	addition,	you	can	check	if	the	ECO	light	on	your	air	conditioner	has	gone	which	indicates	that	the	ECO	mode
has	been	turned	off.However,	the	ECO	mode	in	window	air	conditioners	is	unable	to	be	disabled	permanently.Whenever	a	window	air	conditioner	is	turned	on,	the	ECO	mode	will	be	enabled.	This	is	due	to	the	certification	requirement	by	Energy	Star	(United	States)	which	states	that	all	Energy	Star	certified	window	air	conditioners	must	equipped
with	an	energy	saver	mode	(ECO	mode)	and	it	must	be	enabled	by	default	every	time	the	unit	is	switched	on.The	requirement	also	states	that	certain	through-the-wall	units	may	(or	may	not)	include	a	manual	switch	within	the	units	that	can	permanently	disable	the	ECO	mode.	However,	the	manual	switch	is	meant	for	authorized	personnel	and	it	may
be	protected	by	a	password.Nevertheless,	Energy	Star	certified	window	air	conditioners	do	not	required	to	automatically	enable	ECO	mode	when	the	unit	restarts	due	to	a	power	outrage.	It	is	not	recommended	to	disable	the	ECO	mode	this	way	because	cutting	off	the	power	suddenly	will	damage	the	air	conditioner.Follow	me	mode	is	only	available
for	air	conditioners	with	a	remote	controller.As	the	name	suggested,	when	follow	me	mode	is	activated,	an	air	conditioner	relies	on	the	remote	controller	to	sense	the	room	temperature	and	adjust	its	cooling	power	accordingly.Follow	me	mode	is	more	likely	to	be	found	in	portable	air	conditioners.Since	the	remote	controller	must	feedback	the	room
temperature	to	the	air	conditioner	when	follow	me	mode	is	activated,	the	battery	may	deplete	quicker.	Thus,	the	signal	feedback	interval	maybe	30	seconds	up	to	a	few	minutes	to	prolong	the	battery	life.The	best	way	to	know	what	modes	your	air	conditioner	has	is	by	referring	to	the	user	manual	that	comes	with	the	air	conditioner.Some	air
conditioners	provide	a	separate	user	manual	for	the	remote	controller.	The	user	manual	will	show	you	the	available	modes	and	guide	you	step	by	step	on	how	to	activate	each	mode.Alternatively,	you	can	check	the	symbol	displayed	on	the	remote	controller.There	is	no	such	thing	as	the	best	mode	for	air	conditioners.	If	you	are	concerned	about	energy
usage,	you	should	choose	a	high	efficiency	air	conditioner	instead.As	mentioned	earlier,	an	air	conditioner	exchanges	something	else	in	order	to	save	energy	when	ECO	mode	is	activated.	However,	if	you	have	no	trouble	with	the	exchanges,	feel	free	to	use	ECO	mode	most	of	the	time.If	you	ever	feel	too	cold,	try	activating	quiet	mode	to	reduce	the
airflow	and	thus,	reduce	the	cooling	effect.	Alternatively,	you	may	try	dry	mode.Lastly,	consider	my	Mini	Split	(eBook)	if	you	want	to	know	how	can	you	use	Mini	Split	in	your	house.	If	you	still	have	doubt	or	not	feeling	confident	enough,	feel	free	to	consult	me.Ask	me	for	HVAC	advice	such	as	brand	selection,	best	model,	benefits,	features,	placement,
duct	size,	grille	size,	how	to	design,	design	check,	verification	and	other	HVAC	related	queries.	If	you’ve	ever	been	in	an	air-conditioned	room	with	more	than	one	button	to	push,	you	may	have	been	slightly	confused	about	the	different	symbols	and	modes.	Don’t	worry;	you’re	not	alone!	This	blog	post	will	discuss	10	different	air	conditioner	modes	and
what	they	mean.	This	information	is	essential	to	know	if	you	want	to	be	able	to	operate	your	air	conditioner	properly	and	save	on	energy	costs.	This	mode	is	the	default	setting	for	most	air	conditioners.	When	the	unit	is	turned	on,	it	will	automatically	switch	to	normal	mode	and	maintain	a	comfortable	room	temperature.	The	normal	mode	is	sometimes
called	the	“auto”	or	“standard”	mode.		This	mode	saves	energy	by	slightly	raising	the	temperature	set	point.	For	example,	if	the	temperature	is	set	at	72	degrees	Fahrenheit,	it	may	be	raised	to	74	degrees	in	energy-saving	mode.	This	difference	may	not	be	noticeable,	but	it	can	help	you	save	on	your	energy	bill.		Sleep	mode	slowly	raises	the
temperature	over	some	time,	so	you	do	not	wake	up	in	a	cold	room.	This	feature	is	handy	during	winter	when	the	temperature	outside	is	colder	than	usual.	Most	units	have	a	timer	so	that	you	can	set	it	to	turn	off	after	you	have	fallen	asleep.		Learn	more	about	sleeping	with	an	air	conditioner	at	night.	Fan	mode	means	the	fan	will	run,	but	the
compressor	will	not	turn	on.	This	can	be	used	if	you	want	to	circulate	the	air	in	the	room	without	cooling	it	down.	Fan	mode	is	also	helpful	in	removing	odors	from	the	room	or	drying	wet	clothing		Dry	mode	removes	humidity	from	the	air	without	cooling	it	down.	This	is	useful	in	humid	climates	or	if	you	want	to	prevent	mold	and	mildew	from	forming
in	your	home		Cool	mode	cools	the	air	to	a	lower	temperature	than	Normal	Mode.	This	is	useful	if	you	want	the	room	to	be	cooler	than	usual	or	if	there	are	exceptional	circumstances	such	as	medical	needs		Heat	mode	does	the	opposite	of	cool	mode	–	it	heats	the	air	instead	of	cooling	it	down.	This	can	be	used	in	conjunction	with	fan	mode	to	circulate
warm	air	around	the	room.	It	can	also	be	used	by	itself	if	you	want	to	heat	the	room	without	running	the	fan.	Some	units	also	have	a	“reverse	cycle”	feature,	which	can	heat	and	cool	the	air.	This	is	useful	if	you	live	in	an	area	with	extreme	temperatures.	Turbo	mode	cools	or	heats	the	room	more	quickly	than	Normal	Mode.	This	can	be	useful	if	you
want	the	room	to	reach	a	specific	temperature	speedily	or	if	you	are	leaving	and	need	to	cool/heat	it	before	you	go.	Swing	mode	moves	the	airflow	up	and	down	so	that	it	evenly	distributes	throughout	the	room.	This	can	be	helpful	if	there	are	uneven	hot/cold	spots	in	the	room	or	if	you	want	better	airflow	circulation.	Auto	restart	means	that	when
power	is	restored	after	an	outage,	the	unit	will	automatically	turn	back	on	and	resume	operating	at	its	previous	settings.	This	can	be	helpful	so	that	you	don’t	have	to	restart	it	after	an	outage	occurs	manually.		As	we	can	see,	there	are	many	different	modes	that	our	air	conditioners	can	operate	to	save	us	energy	costs	while	still	providing	us	with
comfort	within	our	homes!	We	hope	this	blog	post	has	helped	you	understand	the	different	air	conditioner	modes	and	what	they	mean.	Please	get	in	touch	with	us	if	you	have	any	questions;	we	will	be	happy	to	help.	Stay	cool!	When	you	take	a	look	at	your	thermostat,	you	may	notice	that	it	switches	between	various	modes	and	settings.	All	of	these
modes	cause	your	system	to	run	differently,	so	it	is	important	to	understand	what	each	one	does.	Our	guide	will	explain	how	all	the	different	settings	work,	so	you	can	pick	the	right	one	for	your	needs.	If	your	in	the	San	Diego,	CA	area	and	want	help	with	newer	technologies	like	a	Smart	Thermostat,	we	got	your	covered!	Heat	is	one	of	the	classic
thermostat	modes	found	on	just	about	every	thermostat	model.	This	mode	allows	you	to	control	your	heater	or	furnace.	To	use	the	Heat	mode,	you	will	select	your	preferred	minimum	temperature.	Any	time	the	air	in	your	home	dips	below	this	temperature,	the	thermostat	will	turn	on	the	heater.	Most	people	will	use	the	Heat	mode	when	they	are	cold
in	the	winter,	fall,	or	spring.	Everyone	has	their	own	preferred	temperature	for	the	Heat	mode.	Some	may	set	it	in	the	mid-60s	range,	while	others	may	have	their	heat	in	the	70s	or	even	80s.	Whatever	your	favorite	Heat	setting,	it	makes	it	easy	to	stay	cozy	even	on	cold	winter	nights.	Cool	is	the	other	essential	thermostat	setting.	It	works	similar	to
heat,	but	instead	of	running	the	heater,	this	mode	runs	the	air	conditioner.	The	Cool	mode	lets	you	pick	your	preferred	maximum	temperature.	When	the	house	is	cooler	than	this	temperature,	the	air	conditioner	will	turn	off.	However,	if	temperatures	rise	above	your	setting,	the	air	conditioner	will	turn	on.	Cool	mode	is	primarily	used	to	avoid
overheating	in	the	summer,	fall,	and	spring.	People	can	pick	all	sorts	of	temperature	settings,	with	most	preferring	something	ranging	from	65	to	75	degrees.	In	addition	to	cooling	the	home,	Cool	mode	also	helps	to	dehumidify	the	house.	As	a	side	effect	of	running	the	AC,	excess	water	is	removed	from	the	air.	Fan	mode	is	a	thermostat	mode	that
turns	your	HVAC	fans	on.	In	Fan	mode,	the	system	will	run	fans	to	cycle	air	throughout	the	home.	However,	it	will	not	heat	or	cool	air	usually.	Instead,	air	will	just	remain	at	room	temperature.	In	some	thermostat	models,	Fan	mode	will	completely	turn	off	heat	or	cool	mode.	Some	HVAC	systems	may	have	Fan	mode	as	a	separate	mode	that	operates
independently	from	your	temperature	settings.	With	these	thermostats,	you	can	leave	the	fan	running	all	the	time,	but	your	air	conditioner	or	heater	will	still	kick	on	if	it	is	too	hot	or	too	cold.	This	lets	you	adjust	the	temperature	as	needed	but	keep	the	fan	running	when	your	heater	or	AC	is	off.	Fan	mode	can	be	useful	when	you	want	increased
ventilation	but	are	happy	with	your	current	temperature.	Some	people	also	like	that	the	fan	provides	a	little	background	noise,	helping	them	to	sleep.	Though	Fan	mode	will	not	do	much	to	change	the	overall	feel	of	your	air,	your	air	may	smell	a	little	fresher	and	cleaner.	Since	your	air	will	get	pulled	through	the	filter	with	each	cycle,	Fan	mode	can
help	remove	debris	and	odors.	Of	course,	most	people	will	not	spend	a	lot	of	time	using	this	mode,	but	it	is	still	worth	learning	a	little	about.	Off	is	a	fairly	self-explanatory	mode,	since	it	shuts	your	HVAC	system	off.	Some	thermostats	may	use	other	names	for	off,	such	as	manual.	When	you	switch	into	Off	mode,	your	thermostat	itself	will	usually	still
work.	Most	models	will	continue	to	check	temperatures	and	let	you	adjust	your	settings	as	desired.	However,	the	HVAC	system	itself	will	be	turned	off.	Regardless	of	how	hot	or	cold	it	gets,	your	thermostat	will	not	start	up	your	air	conditioner.	Furthermore,	the	Off	mode	will	prevent	your	fan	from	running.	Off	mode	is	mostly	just	useful	for	times
when	you	want	to	guarantee	your	HVAC	system	will	not	run.	For	example,	if	your	system	is	broken	and	running	it	will	cause	further	damage,	you	would	want	to	use	the	off	mode	to	shut	it	down.	Off	mode	can	also	be	helpful	for	temporarily	turning	off	the	HVAC	to	save	power	when	you	leave	the	house.	Just	remember	that	extreme	temperatures	can
damage	your	home	or	harm	pets,	so	be	cautious	about	using	off.	In	some	thermostats,	this	mode	is	also	called	Auto	mode.	It	is	essentially	a	setting	that	lets	you	keep	your	home	in	whatever	range	of	temperatures	you	desire.	Unlike	a	heat	setting	or	a	cool	setting,	this	setting	can	use	both	your	HVAC’s	warming	and	cooling	capabilities.	Typically,	this
setting	starts	with	you	selecting	your	preferred	range	of	temperatures.	You	tell	the	thermostat	what	temperature	you	want	to	keep	your	house	warmer	than	and	which	temperature	you	want	to	keep	your	home	cooler	than.	The	Heat/Cool	mode	then	runs	your	heater	or	your	air	conditioner	as	needed	to	stay	within	your	desired	range.	The	Heat/Cool
mode	is	very	useful	during	summer	and	fall	when	the	weather	varies	quite	a	bit.	It	lets	you	stay	warm	during	chilly	nights	and	cool	down	during	hot	days.	This	mode	is	also	convenient	because	it	does	not	require	you	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	fiddling	with	your	settings.	You	just	pick	your	desired	setting	and	let	it	run.	This	mode	is	not	quite	as	common	as
others,	but	it	does	show	up	on	a	few	smart	thermostats.	The	Eco	mode	is	simply	an	energy-saving	option.	It	may	go	by	other	names,	such	as	vacant	mode	or	unoccupied	mode.	Once	you	set	your	thermostat	to	eco	mode,	it	will	try	to	operate	in	a	way	that	saves	you	money.	Unlike	other	modes,	Eco	mode	does	not	ask	you	to	pick	a	specific	temperature.
Some	thermostats	may	ask	you	to	pick	an	absolute	maximum	and	minimum	temperature,	while	others	may	skip	this	step.	Once	you	are	in	Eco	mode,	your	thermostat	will	automatically	adjust	your	HVAC	system	to	use	as	little	power	as	possible.	It	may	switch	to	a	higher	temperature	setting	when	you	leave	the	house,	bump	down	your	AC	in	the
evening,	or	do	other	little	tricks	to	improve	energy	efficiency	and	environmental	friendliness.	This	is	another	mode	that	is	mostly	found	on	smart	thermostats.	It	is	only	used	in	situations	where	the	thermostat	has	a	humidity	monitoring	system.	Some	systems	may	call	this	mode	something	like	Humidity	Control	or	AC	Overcool.	This	mode	works	by
running	your	air	conditioner	even	if	temperatures	inside	the	house	are	comfortable.	Running	the	AC	will	gradually	remove	excess	moisture,	helping	to	lower	humidity	in	the	house.	Dehumidification	mode	is	useful	if	you	live	in	a	high	humidity	area	but	do	not	have	a	whole-house	humidifier.	By	keeping	home	humidity	below	60%,	you	can	slow	the
growth	of	mold.	More	moderate	humidity	levels	can	also	prevent	wooden	furniture	from	warping	and	keep	electronics	from	getting	damaged.	Have	any	other	questions	about	how	your	thermostat	works?	Friar’s	Plumbing,	Heating,	and	AC	Repair	is	happy	to	assist	you	with	all	your	HVAC	needs	in	San	Diego.	In	addition	to	helping	you	install	and
adjust	thermostats,	we	can	also	repair,	maintain,	and	install	a	variety	of	other	heating	and	cooling	equipment.	Learn	more	about	our	services	by	giving	us	a	call	now.	Australia	can	get	surprisingly	cold	in	winter,	and	because	so	many	people	now	work	from	home,	many	of	us	are	turning	to	our	air	conditioners	to	warm	us	up.	But	how	does	this	work
exactly?	What	is	heat	mode	in	your	AC	system?	What	is	heat	mode	in	my	AC	system?	Heat	mode	is	when	an	air	conditioner	produces	warm	air.	It	does	this	using	reverse	cycle	technology	which	reverses	the	refrigeration	cycle	in	the	system.	This	works	in	the	following	way:	A	cold	liquid	called	refrigerant	passes	through	an	external	coil,	absorbing	heat
from	the	air	outside.	The	refrigerant	is	pumped	by	a	compressor	down	through	chambers	and	into	a	condenser.	As	the	refrigerant	is	compressed,	it	warms	up,	creating	hot	air.	This	hot	air	is	pushed	into	the	room	by	a	fan	to	warm	the	area.	When	functioning	in	regular	cool	mode,	the	flow	of	refrigerant	is	reversed	in	the	system.	The	beauty	of	a	reverse
cycle	air	conditioner	is	that	it	can	cool	you	down	in	the	summer,	and	warm	you	up	in	the	winter.	This	is	especially	useful	for	colder	parts	of	Australia	like	Melbourne	and	Adelaide,	where	scorching	summers	and	cold	winters	are	common.	They	are	also	a	great	way	to	save	money	and	space	in	your	home,	because	you	won’t	need	to	buy	individual	heaters
for	each	room,	and	you	won’t	need	to	place	them	anywhere.	On	the	downside,	they	have	a	much	higher	upfront	cost	compared	to	heaters,	and	they	can	be	on	the	noisy	side.	But	the	positives	definitely	outweigh	the	negatives.	Thankfully	most	modern	air	conditioners	have	reverse	cycle	technology.	In	some	air	conditioners	(such	as	certain	Mitsubishi
units),	you	can	also	produce	warm	air	by	setting	the	unit	to	“auto	mode.”	This	setting	will	either	use	cool	or	warm	air	depending	on	the	system’s	temperature	setting	compared	to	the	temperature	of	the	room.	Once	the	desired	temperature	is	achieved,	the	system’s	inverter	will	stop.	What	is	the	AC	heat	mode	symbol?	The	AC	heat	mode	symbol	is
usually	depicted	as	a	sun,	but	differs	slightly	depending	on	the	system’s	manufacturer.	Some	opt	for	the	word	“HEAT”	instead.	Both	are	obvious	and	easy	to	remember	when	your	toes	feel	like	they’re	about	to	fall	off.	Here	are	the	various	heat	mode	symbols	that	you	can	expect	to	see	on	your	remote	or	wall-mounted	controller,	based	on	the	best
quality	AC	systems:	AC	heat	mode	symbol	or	word	How	to	activate	heat	mode	for	your	AC	To	activate	heat	mode	for	your	AC,	simply	press	the	sun	icon	button,	the	“HEAT”	button,	or	whichever	button	is	relevant	on	your	remote	or	wall	controller.	The	AC	system	will	likely	stop,	spend	a	few	minutes	reversing	the	refrigeration	cycle,	and	then	start
producing	heat.	What	AC	temperature	should	I	set	for	heat	mode?	The	average	temperature	you	should	set	for	heat	mode	is	19°C,	but	this	changes	depending	on	which	state	you	live	in.	As	you	might	expect,	the	cooler	your	state,	the	higher	the	temperature	should	be	set,	but	this	only	really	changes	by	a	few	degrees.	Here’s	a	breakdown	of	optimal
heat	mode	temperatures	broken	down	by	state:	Optimal	heating	temperatureNorth	QLD,	North	WA,	NT,	and	central	Australia	How	much	does	your	AC’s	heat	mode	cost?	An	air	conditioner’s	reverse	cycle	function	costs	anywhere	between	$0.13	to	$0.36	per	hour	to	run.	This	is	substantially	cheaper	than	gas	heaters	($0.43	to	$0.51	per	hour)	and
electric	heaters	($0.50	to	$0.60),	making	it	a	clear	winner	when	trying	to	keep	electricity	costs	down.	According	to	Canstar,	a	reverse	cycle	air	conditioner	can	even	be	cheaper	to	run	than	a	microwave.1	AC	heat	mode	not	working—how	to	fix	If	your	AC’s	heat	mode	isn’t	working,	it	could	be	due	to	a	variety	of	issues:	The	system	is	in	cooling	mode—
this	is	a	common	one.	Make	sure	that	heat	mode	is	actually	activated	using	your	remote	or	wall-mounted	controller.	It’s	usually	activated	using	the	button	with	the	sun	icon.	The	system	is	old	and	doesn’t	support	heating—older	systems	didn’t	have	reverse	cycle	capabilities.	So	if	your	system	is	really	old,	heating	may	not	be	supported.	Extremely
clogged	filters—when	your	AC’s	filters	are	highly	clogged,	it’s	much	harder	for	air	to	pass	through	them.	It’s	recommended	to	clean	your	filters	once	a	month,	or	more	frequently	if	you	live	in	a	particularly	dusty	or	polluted	environment.	The	system	needs	to	be	reset—try	resetting	the	system	by	turning	it	off	at	the	circuit	breaker,	and	then	on	again.
You’re	trying	to	use	different	modes	for	different	units—if	you	have	a	multihead	split	system,	where	multiple	indoor	units	use	a	single	outdoor	unit	(compressor),	you	won’t	be	able	to	use	both	heat	mode	and	cool	mode	on	two	separate	units	at	the	same	time,	because	they	all	use	the	same	refrigeration	cycle.	The	system	needs	to	be	fixed—if	all	else
fails,	you	probably	need	an	air	conditioning	technician	to	take	a	look.	A	part	may	have	failed	in	the	system.	References	Share	on:	Have	you	taken	a	good	look	at	a	modern	AC	thermostat?	If	your	like	me,	you	don’t	know	what	half	of	the	symbols	and	modes	on	the	air	conditioner	do.	Chances	are,	You	are	sitting	on	a	goldmine	of	awesome	settings	if	you
just	knew	how	to	decipher	them.	Honestly	a	thermostat	can	be	confusing	to	look	at	and	understand	how	to	operate	for	anyone.	So	hopefully	this	brief	guide	can	give	you	a	little	bit	of	the	knowledge	you	need	to	operate	your	air	conditioning	system	a	little	easier.	Air	conditioner	mode	symbols	Some	air	conditioner	mode	symbols	are	very	easy	to	identify
but	others	are	far	from	it.	They	range	from	simple	fans	and	raindrops	to	pine	trees	in	a	forest.	How	in	the	world	would	you	ever	know	what	a	pine	tree	symbol	on	an	AC	it	supposed	to	represent?	Not	exactly	intuitive.	Fan	mode	in	AC	Fan	Mode	symbol	is	simply	a	fan.	The	fan	mode	on	an	AC	when	set	to	the	“on”	position	runs	the	AC	fan	continuously
even	when	the	compressor	is	off.	A	few	reasons	you	may	want	to	use	this	are:	1.		Helps	eliminate	hot	and	cold	spots	in	house.	The	fan	blowing	continuously	will	help	move	the	air	and	keep	the	temperature	more	even	as	the	AC	cycles	on	and	off.	2.		Helps	thaw	a	frozen	AC	out	faster.	when	you	have	a	problem	with	the	AC	freezing	over,	turn	the	fan	on
will	help	fall	out	the	condenser	coils	quicker.	3.	Air	purifiers	are	installed	in	the	system	that	need	continuous	air	flow.	Auto	mode	in	AC	Auto	mode	on	the	AC,	when	set	to	the	“on”	position	turn	the	fans	on	automatically	when	the	AC	is	is	in	cooling	mode.	Benefits	of	using	auto	mode	on	the	AC	include	Lowers	utility	bill.	Less	humidity.	Auto	mode	allows
for	the	condensation	to	drain	out,	rather	than	be	evaporated	back	into	your	home.	Fewer	filter	replacements.	Cool	Mode	Symbol	in	AC		The	snowflake	is	the	common	symbol	for	Cool	Mode	in	an	AC.	Cool	mode	on	the	AC	is	the	default	mode	for	an	air	conditioner.	It	is	the	setting	that	you	want	to	turn	on	when	you	need	cool	air	flowing	through	your
home.	To	operate	simply	,	make	sure	that	cool	mode	is	on	the	“on”	position	and	scroll	up	or	down	to	choose	your	desired	room	temperature.	Heat	mode	in	AC	Heat	Mode	on	a	AC	is	represented	by	the	Sun.	The	heat	mode	on	an	AC	is	the	opposite	of	cool	mode.	Central	heat	and	air	systems	incorporate	both	air	conditioning	and	heating	so	that	you	can
have	cool	air	in	the	summer	and	warmer	in	the	winter.	Heat	mode	on	the	AC	operates	exactly	the	way	the	cool	mode	does.	Simply	place	heat	mode	into	the	“on”	position	and	scroll	up	or	down	to	the	desired	temperature	you	want	the	air	to	be.	Dry	Mode	symbol	in	air	conditioner	Dry	mode	on	an	AC	operates	the	air	conditioner	as	a	dehumidifier	while	it
is	on.	Dehumidifiers	reduce	the	relative	humidity	inside	of	a	house.	Some	reasons	you	may	want	to	use	this	setting	are:	The	weather	is	muggy	but	not	too	hot.	When	the	humidity	is	high,	the	temperature	can	feel	much	hotter	than	it	actually	is.	During	these	times,	dry	mode	on	the	AC	will	increase	the	comfortability	of	your	home	without	the	ac	cooling.
Lower	utility	bill.	Helps	keep	condensation	off	of	the	windows	Sleep	mode	in	AC	Sleep	mode	symbol	on	AC	remote	is	a	crescent	Moon.	Sleep	mode	on	your	AC	is	an	energy	saving	mode	designed	to	raise	the	setting	of	the	thermostat	gradually	while	you	are	sleeping.	While	the	AC	is	in	sleep	mode,		the	temperature	of	the	house	will	rise	every	hour	till
the	house	is	2to	3	degrees	warmer	than	when	you	went	to	sleep.	Plasma	ion	mode	in	AC	Ion	mode	on	an	AC	turns	on	a	built-in	ionic	air	purifier	that	disperses	plasma	ions(	ions	that	have	both	a	negative	and	a	positive	polarity)	throughout	your	home.	Reasons	that	you	may	want	to	use	the	plasma	ion	setting	are.	Turbo	mode	in	AC	Turbo	mode	on	your
AC	is	the	mode	you	want	to	use	when	you	need	the	house	to	cool	off	quickly.	What	it	actually	does	is	run	your	fan	on	full	speed	for	approximately	30	minutes	to	move	the	cool	air	throughout	the	house	faster.	Turbo	mode	or	“quick	cool”	as	it	is	found	on	many	thermostats,	is	the	most	energy	consuming	mode	on	your	AC.	It’s	the	equivalent	of	pressing
the	gas	pedal	all	the	way	down	to	speed	up.	Timer	in	AC	The	timer	on	an	AC	is	used	to	set	your	AC	to	go	on	or	off	at	a	specific	time.	When	the	AC	is	in	auto	mode,	it	goes	on	and	off	according	to	the	temperature	in	the	room.	But	there	are	times	when	you	do	not	want	your	air	conditioner	on	regardless	of	the	temperature	in	the	room.	The	timer	on	the
AC	can	be	used	to	schedule	when	you	want	your	AC	to	come	on	or	turn	off.	Some	applications	for	this	are:	1.You	want	your	air	conditioner	to	be	running	a	little	bit	before	you	get	home	2.	You	have	pets.	Tree	Symbol	on	AC	Remote	The	Tree	symbol	on	a	AC	remote	is	Health	Mode.	Health	mode	on	an	AC	is	similar	to	ion	mode.		Health	mode	is	put	in
place	to	help	reduce	bacteria	and	mold	inside	of	your	AC.	This	function	not	only	helps	clean	the	inside	of	your	unit,	it	helps	your	unit	deliver	cleaner	air.	Swing	mode	air	conditioner	Swing	mode	is	a	setting	on	some	air	conditioning	remotes	the	controls	the	flaps	on	an	air	conditioner.	This	function	basically	pushes	Cool	Air	one	direction	then	after
about	30	seconds	pushes	it	the	other	direction.	Eco	mode	in	AC	Eco	Mode	in	AC	stands	For	Economy.	This	is	the	setting	that	uses	less	energy	by	combining	different	percentages	of	fan	air	and	cooled	air	to	achieve	comfort	in	the	home	and	still	use	less	energy.	Similar	to	the	economy	setting	in	a	modern	car,	the	cooling	result	is	good	but	not	intended
to	be	the	best.	FAQ:	Understanding	Your	Air	Conditioner’s	Symbols	and	Modes	Q1:	What	do	the	symbols	on	my	air	conditioner	mean?	A1:	Air	conditioner	symbols	can	range	from	straightforward	to	perplexing.	You	might	see	symbols	like	fans,	raindrops,	or	even	pine	trees.	Each	symbol	represents	a	different	mode	or	function,	such	as	fan	mode,	cool
mode,	or	a	special	feature	like	a	built-in	air	purifier.	Q2:	What	is	Fan	Mode	on	my	AC?	A2:	Fan	Mode	is	symbolized	by	a	fan	icon.	In	this	mode,	the	AC’s	fan	runs	continuously	to	circulate	air,	even	when	the	cooling	function	is	off.	This	can	help	even	out	room	temperatures	and	assist	in	defrosting	a	frozen	AC	unit.	Q3:	What	does	Auto	Mode	do?	A3:	Auto
Mode	automatically	turns	the	fan	on	and	off	based	on	the	cooling	needs	of	your	space,	helping	to	reduce	energy	use,	lower	humidity	levels,	and	decrease	the	frequency	of	filter	replacements.	Q4:	How	does	Cool	Mode	work?	A4:	Indicated	by	a	snowflake	symbol,	Cool	Mode	is	the	default	setting	for	air	conditioners,	designed	to	cool	your	home.	Just
select	this	mode	and	adjust	the	temperature	to	your	comfort.	Q5:	What	is	Heat	Mode?	A5:	Represented	by	a	sun	symbol,	Heat	Mode	turns	your	air	conditioner	into	a	heater,	providing	warm	air	instead	of	cool.	Q6:	Can	my	AC	dehumidify	my	home?	A6:	Yes,	Dry	Mode	operates	your	AC	as	a	dehumidifier,	removing	excess	moisture	without	significantly
cooling	the	room.	This	is	ideal	for	muggy	but	not	overly	hot	days.	Q7:	What’s	Sleep	Mode?	A7:	Sleep	Mode,	symbolized	by	a	crescent	moon,	gradually	increases	the	thermostat	setting	overnight	to	save	energy	while	maintaining	comfort.	Q8:	What	does	Plasma	Ion	Mode	do?	A8:	Plasma	Ion	Mode	activates	a	built-in	ionic	air	purifier,	improving	air
quality	by	reducing	airborne	bacteria,	viruses,	and	allergens.	Q9:	What	is	Turbo	Mode?	A9:	Turbo	Mode	cools	your	space	quickly	by	running	the	fan	at	full	speed	for	a	short	period.	It’s	great	for	rapid	cooling	but	is	more	energy-intensive.	Q10:	How	does	the	Timer	function	work?	A10:	The	Timer	allows	you	to	set	your	AC	to	turn	on	or	off	at	specific
times,	offering	convenience	and	energy	savings.	Q11:	What	is	the	Tree	Symbol	on	my	AC	remote?	A11:	The	Tree	symbol	stands	for	Health	Mode,	which	works	to	reduce	bacteria	and	mold,	ensuring	the	air	blown	by	your	AC	is	cleaner.	Q12:	What	is	Swing	Mode?	A12:	Swing	Mode	adjusts	the	direction	of	airflow,	alternately	directing	air	to	different
parts	of	the	room	for	more	even	cooling.	Q13:	How	does	Eco	Mode	save	energy?	A13:	Eco	Mode	reduces	energy	consumption	by	optimally	balancing	fan	air	and	cooled	air,	similar	to	an	economy	setting	in	vehicles.


