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Inquiry-Based Learning and Thinking in Education, Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) is a student-centered approach that encourages learners to ask questions, investigate, and construct their own understanding. Rooted in constructivist theories of education, IBL transforms classrooms into dynamic environments where students take ownership of their
learning. This article explores the theoretical foundation, core principles, implementation strategies, benefits, and challenges of inquiry-based learning. By promoting critical thinking, collaboration, and lifelong curiosity, IBL has the potential to revolutionize traditional teaching methods and better prepare students for the complexities of the modern
world. Traditional education has often focused on the passive transfer of knowledge from teacher to student. However, with the advent of 21st-century skills and the increasing need for innovation, education is shifting toward more active and engaging methods of instruction. One such approach is Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL), which places students
at the center of the learning process and fosters their innate curiosity. IBL encourages students to explore topics, ask meaningful questions, conduct investigations, and derive conclusions based on evidence. It mirrors the methods of scientists, historians, and researchers, thereby equipping students with skills that transcend academic subjects. This
article delves into the nature and value of inquiry-based learning in modern education. Inquiry-based learning is grounded in constructivist learning theory, notably advanced by Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky. Constructivism posits that learners actively build their knowledge through experiences and reflections rather than passively receiving
information. Piaget emphasized that learners progress through stages of cognitive development and learn best through hands-on experiences. Vygotsky introduced the idea of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), suggesting that learning occurs most effectively when students are guided by a more knowledgeable individual (such as a teacher or
peer) while solving challenging tasks. Additionally, John Dewey, a pioneer in progressive education, advocated for experiential learning and the role of inquiry in developing democratic and reflective thinkers. Dewey believed that education should be based on the principle of learning through doing, with students engaging in real-world problems.
Inquiry-based learning follows several core principles that distinguish it from traditional instruction: Student-Centered Learning: Students take an active role, with teachers serving as facilitators or guides rather than sole sources of knowledge. Question-Driven Instruction: Learning begins with a question, problem, or scenario posed by the teacher or
students. Investigation and Research: Students gather information, test hypotheses, and analyze results. Collaboration and Communication: Inquiry often involves group work, peer discussions, and sharing of findings. Reflection and Metacognition: Students reflect on their learning process and the conclusions they draw. Authentic Assessment:
Evaluation focuses on process and performance rather than just final answers. These principles align with the goals of developing critical thinkers who are capable of navigating a complex, information-rich world. IBL can be implemented through various levels of student autonomy: The teacher provides a clear question and the method for
investigation. Students follow specific instructions to discover answers. This is often used in science labs or beginner-level IBL. The teacher provides the question, but students determine how to conduct the investigation. This allows for more autonomy and creativity. Students formulate their own questions and investigation methods. This approach
encourages independence and is typically used with experienced learners. A form of inquiry learning where students investigate real-world problems over an extended period, culminating in a project or presentation. While the inquiry cycle may vary, it generally involves the following stages: Questioning: Students or teachers pose a thought-
provoking question. Planning: Students design an investigation strategy or research plan. Exploring and Investigating: Data is collected through experiments, research, surveys, or observations. Analyzing and Synthesizing: Students examine the data, look for patterns, and draw conclusions. Presenting and Sharing: Findings are communicated to
peers, teachers, or a broader audience. Reflecting and Revising: Students reflect on their learning and consider areas for improvement or further inquiry. Effective implementation of IBL requires thoughtful planning and a shift in teacher mindset. Below are strategies for successful integration: Teachers must model curiosity and encourage students
to ask how and why questions. Tools like the Question Formulation Technique (QFT) can help students develop inquiry skills. Students need a supportive classroom climate where their ideas are respected, and mistakes are seen as learning opportunities. Teachers should provide structure and gradually release responsibility as students gain
confidence. Graphic organizers, research templates, and checklists can help. Digital tools like Google Forms, Padlet, Jamboard, and data analysis apps can enhance investigations and presentations. IBL works well when connecting multiple subject areas, such as combining science, math, and social studies in a community-based inquiry project. Rather
than memorizing facts, students explore concepts in depth, leading to better retention and application. IBL requires students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate informationkey components of higher-order thinking. Students are more invested in learning when they explore topics that interest them and have autonomy in the learning process. Inquiry
projects often involve group work, building teamwork, and interpersonal skills. IBL instills habits of curiosity, research, and reflection that extend beyond the classroom. Research by Zion & Mendelovici (2012) shows that students in inquiry-based classrooms outperform their peers in conceptual understanding and self-directed learning skills. Despite
its advantages, IBL presents several challenges: Inquiry projects can be time-consuming, making it difficult to cover a broad curriculum. Traditional assessments may not effectively measure the skills developed through IBL. Teachers must use rubrics, portfolios, and performance assessments. Facilitating inquiry in a dynamic environment requires
strong management skills and clear expectations. Some students may struggle with the autonomy and open-ended nature of inquiry. Teachers need to provide targeted support. Not all educators are trained in inquiry methodologies. Ongoing professional development is essential for effective implementation. IBL aligns naturally with scientific
methods. Students can design experiments, test hypotheses, and analyze results. Through real-world problems and data analysis, students apply mathematical reasoning in meaningful contexts. Students explore historical events or societal issues through primary sources, debates, and simulations. IBL in reading and writing involves literary analysis,
author studies, and research-based writing. Creative inquiry encourages students to explore materials, techniques, and artistic themes. Digital inquiry expands the possibilities for research, collaboration, and global connection. Students can: Access vast online databases and resources. Collaborate with peers across the globe through virtual
classrooms. Create digital artifacts such as infographics, videos, and blogs to share findings. Platforms like Google Scholar, Flipgrid, Canva, and virtual labs make digital inquiry more engaging and accessible. Educators must also teach digital literacy and critical evaluation of sources. When implemented thoughtfully, IBL can promote educational
equity: Culturally relevant inquiries empower students from diverse backgrounds. Choice and voice in projects allow students to bring their experiences into the classroom. Differentiation ensures all learners, including those or language barriers, can participate meaningfully. Teachers must remain vigilant to ensure all students have access to
resources, guidance, and support in inquiry-based environments. Effective use of IBL requires targeted training. Schools should invest in: Workshops and courses on inquiry strategies. Collaborative planning time for teachers. Mentoring and coaching models. Sharing of best practices through teacher networks and learning communities. Professional
learning communities (PLCs) can provide platforms for reflection, idea exchange, and collective inquiry into teaching practices. As education continues to evolve, IBL will play a vital role in developing future-ready learners. Key trends include: Integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) for personalized inquiries. Emphasis on sustainability and global
citizenship in inquiry topics. Expansion of interdisciplinary STEM/STEAM inquiry projects. Increased focus on student-led research and capstone projects in secondary education. As societies face complex global challenges, inquiry-based learning equips students with the mindset and tools to innovate, empathize, and act responsibly. Inquiry-Based
Learning represents a transformative approach to educationone that prioritizes curiosity, exploration, and critical thinking. By allowing students to take ownership of their learning journey, IBL cultivates not only academic success but also the competencies needed in a rapidly changing world. While challenges exist, the benefits of
inquiryengagement, deeper understanding, and lifelong learningmake it a worthwhile endeavor for educators committed to meaningful and equitable education. To fully realize the potential of inquiry-based learning, schools must invest in supportive infrastructure, teacher training, and a culture that values questions as much as answers. Dewey, J.
(1938). Experience and Education. New York: Macmillan. Piaget, J. (1970). Science of Education and the Psychology of the Child. New York: Viking Press. Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes. Harvard University Press. Zion, M., & Mendelovici, R. (2012). Moving from structured to open inquiry:
Challenges and limits. Science Education International, 23(4), 383399. Bell, R. L., Smetana, L., & Binns, I. (2005). Simplifying Inquiry Instruction. The Science Teacher, 72(7), 3033. Barron, B., & Darling-Hammond, L. (2008). Teaching for meaningful learning: A review of research on inquiry-based and cooperative learning. In Powerful Learning (pp.
1170). Jossey-Bass. National Research Council. (2000). Inquiry and the National Science Education Standards: A Guide for Teaching and Learning. Washington, DC: National Academies Press. Summary: 1960s - Joseph Schwab was one of the key founders of the Inquiry-based Learning Model that relies upon the idea that individuals are able to learn
by investigating scenarios and problems, and through social experiences. The Inquiry-based Learning Model emerged in the 1960s, during the discovery learning movement and relies upon the idea that individuals are able to learn by investigating scenarios and problems, and through social experiences. Rather than having to memorize information
from printed materials, instructors encouraged their students to conduct investigations that would satisfy their curiosity, help them broaden their knowledge base and develop their skills and mental frames.Its important to remember that inquiry-based learning is not a technique or practice per se, but a process that has the potential to increase the
intellectual engagement and deep understanding of learners, urging them to:Develop their questioning, research and communication skillsCollaborate outside the classroomSolve problems, create solutions, and tackle real-life questions and issuesParticipate in the creation and amelioration of ideas and knowledgeThe 5 steps of inquiry-based
learningThis is why inquiry-based learning includes the following steps:Ask questionsProbe into various situationsConduct analyses and provide descriptionsCommunicate findings, verbally or in writingThink about the information and knowledge obtained The principles of inquiry-based learningThere are certain principles that govern inquiry-based
learning and can be summarized as follows:Principle 1Learners are in the center of the entire process, while instructors, resources and technology are adequately organized to support them.Principle 2All learning activities revolve around information-processing skills.Principle 3Instructors facilitate the learning process, but also seek to learn more
about their students and the process of inquiry-based learning.Principle 4Emphasis should be placed on evaluating the development of information-processing skills and conceptual understanding, and not on the actual content of the field.The 4 forms of inquiryThere are four forms of inquiry that are commonly used in inquiry-based
instruction:Confirmation inquiryLearners are given a question, as well as a method, to which the end result is already known. The goal is to confirm the results. This enables learners to reinforce already established ideas, and to practice their investigative skills.Structured inquiryLearners are given the question and the method of achieving the result,
but the goal is to provide an explanation that is already supported by the evidence gathered during and through the investigative process.Guided inquiryLearners are only given a question. The main goal is to design the method of investigation and then test the question itself. This type of inquiry is not typically as structured as the previously
mentioned forms.Open inquiryLearners must form their own questions, design investigative methods, and then carry out the inquiry itself. They must present their results at the end of the process.In an instructional setting, inquiry-based learning can give instructors the opportunity to allow students to fully explore problems and scenarios, so that
they can learn from not only the results, but also the process itself. They are encouraged to ask questions, explore their environments, and obtain evidence that support claims and results, and design a convincing argument regarding the way they reached to the end result. Implement the most Impactful Instructional Design Theories with the Best
Authoring Tool! Discover, choose and compare the top eLearning Authoring Tools Providers! Join us at the Instructional Design History JourneyA New Instructional Design Model Will Be Added Every Week! You are more than welcome to let us know if you would like us to cover an instructional design model and theory that is not included at
Instructional Design Models and Theories. Simply leave a comment at Instructional Design Models and Theories. References Originally published on June 18, 2014 Based on John Deweys philosophy that education begins with the curiosity of the learner, inquiry in the classroom places the responsibility for learning on the students and encourages
them to arrive at an understanding of concepts by themselves. Lee et al. (2004) defined inquiry-based learning as an "array of classroom practices that promote student learning through guided and, increasingly, independent investigation of complex questions and problems, often for which there is no single answer (p. 9). Students are supported in
developing their abilities to: ask good questions, determine what needs to be learned and what resources are required in order to answer those questions, and share their learning with others. Ai et al. (2008) highlight the following four elements central to inquiry-based learning: Inquiry learning is an increasing independent endeavour of growth.
Students develop skills around each element of the inquiry process over time. One course may introduce some aspects of the inquiry process with a great degree of guidance and facilitation from instructors. Advanced courses may expand to include all four elements with students largely directing their own learning. Why Teach Inquiry? Self-direction
is a critical skill for success in both post-secondary education and the workplace. Inquiry-based approaches to learning encourage students to build valuable and transferable skills, including: Realistic goal-setting and goal-tracking Time- and priority-management Information gathering, filtering, and integration Critical thinking Communication of
ideas and learning Self-assessment and reflection Inquiry-Based Teaching Strategies Consider which essential features best suit your inquiry-focused course. Teaching strategies will vary depending on the degree of learner self-direction and direction provided by you the instructor. Winnie Courtene-Jones, Bangor UniversityMillie Horton-Insch, Trinity
College DublinSteve Faulkner, Nottingham Trent UniversityThe Conversation is a nonprofit organization and our work is made possible by the generosity of our readers, foundations, and university and college members. They make it possible for us to bring this journalism to the public without paywalls or licensing fees.View all our Member Partners
Are you looking for a teaching strategy that involves students more deeply in the learning process? Inquiry-based learning might be the approach you need. It focuses on encouraging students to ask questions and explore real-world issues, making learning more active and relevant across various subjects. Math & ELA | PreK To Grade 5 Kids see fun.
You see real learning outcomes. Watch your kids fall in love with math & reading through our scientifically designed curriculum. Parents, try for free Teachers, use for free This blog will cover the key benefits of inquiry-based learning and offer practical strategies and models for implementing it in your classroom. Inquiry-based learning is a student-
centered teaching method that encourages students to ask questions and investigate real-world problems. In this type of learning environment, students are actively engaged in the learning process and are given the opportunity to explore their natural curiosities. This type of learning is often hands-on and allows students to connect what they learn in
the classroom and the real world. Inquiry-based learning has been shown to improve critical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, and creativity. Source: @ mastersofterp.com There are four types of inquiry-based learning: The structured inquiry approach is a sequential process that helps students learn how to ask questions and investigate real-
world problems. This type of inquiry-based learning is often used in science classes, where students are given a problem to investigate and are taught how to use the scientific process to find a solution. The open-ended inquiry approach is a more free-form approach to inquiry-based learning. In this type of learning environment, students are given the
freedom to explore their interests and ask questions about the topic they are studying. This type of inquiry-based learning is often used in humanities classes, where students are asked to explore a topic in-depth and debate different viewpoints. A problem-based inquiry approach is a problem-solving approach to inquiry-based learning. In this type of
approach, students are given a real-world problem to solve. This type of inquiry-based learning is often used in mathematics and engineering classes, where students are asked to apply what they have learned to solve a real-world problem. The guided inquiry approach is a teacher-led approach to inquiry-based learning. In this type of approach, the
teacher guides the students through the inquiry process and helps them to ask questions and find solutions to real-world problems. This type of inquiry-based learning is often used in elementary and middle school classrooms. Now that we have a better understanding of the different types of inquiry-based learning, lets take a look at the benefits.
Encourages Critical Thinking: Students question information and develop their own solutions, enhancing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Improves Problem-Solving Skills: By exploring real-world problems, students learn to think creatively and develop solutions. Encourages Creativity: Independent exploration fosters creative thinking and
innovative solutions. Improves Communication Skills: Explaining ideas during problem-solving improves students communication abilities. Connects Learning to the Real World: Students see the relevance of classroom learning through real-world problem exploration. Helps Understand Complex Topics: Hands-on exploration aids in grasping complex
subjects more deeply. Encourages Engaged Learning: Active involvement in learning leads to better retention and deeper investment in the material. One way to incorporate inquiry-based learning into your classroom is to allow students to conduct experiments. This activity will encourage them to ask questions and think critically about the results.
Another activity to encourage inquiry-based learning is to take students on field trips. This will allow them to explore real-world problems and see how what they are learning in the classroom is relevant. Classroom debates are another great way to encourage this type of learning. When students debate a topic, they are forced to think critically about
both sides of the argument. Related Reading: Interesting Debate Topics for Kids of All Ages & Grades Projects are another great way to encourage inquiry-based learning. When students are given the opportunity to work on a project that is related to the topic they are studying, they will be more likely to learn and remember the information. When
students work in groups, they are able to share their ideas and thoughts with others. This activity helps them to understand the material better. Source: @pinterest.com Now that we have looked at the benefits of inquiry-based learning and some examples, lets look at some inquiry-based strategies and tips that you can use in your classroom. The best
way to start an inquiry-based lesson is by asking a question. This will get students thinking about the topic and will encourage them to ask their own questions. Once you have asked a question, allow students to explore the topic on their own. This will help them to understand the material better. Encourage students to discuss their ideas with each
other. This will help them to develop a better understanding of the material. Be sure to provide students with resources that they can use to explore the topic. This will help them develop a better understanding. Teachers can also give access to online learning platforms like SplashLearn, which further help enhance the knowledge of the concepts. At
the end of the lesson, be sure to summarize what was learned. This will help students to remember the information. You can use different models to encourage inquiry-based learning in your classroom. The important thing is that you allow students to be actively involved in the learning process. Lets have a look at a few models that you can use. Now
that we have looked at the benefits of inquiry-based learning and some strategies for implementing it in your classroom, lets take a look at four models you can use. The question model is one of the most basic models for inquiry-based learning. It involves asking students questions about the topic you are teaching. This will encourage them to think
critically about the material. The problem-based learning model is another excellent option for inquiry-based learning. This model involves giving students a problem to solve. They will need to think critically about the problem and find a solution. Project-based learning is a great way for students to explore a topic in depth. This model involves giving
students a project to work on that is related to the topic you are teaching. With the inquiry cycle model, students are given the opportunity to ask questions, investigate a topic, and then share their findings. This model allows students to explore a topic in-depth and share their discoveries with others. Inquiry-based learning is a powerful teaching
method that actively engages students, fosters critical thinking, and connects classroom learning to real-world situations. By implementing the strategies and models discussed, educators can create a dynamic and stimulating learning environment that encourages exploration and deep understanding. Inquiry-based learning is important because it
allows students to explore and ask questions about the world around them. This type of learning helps students develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Inquiry-based learning is a type of active learning that encourages students to ask questions, conduct research, and explore new ideas. This approach to learning helps students develop
critical thinking, problem-solving, and research skills. In inquiry-based learning, students take on the role of researcher. They are encouraged to ask questions and explore new ideas. Students also have the opportunity to share their findings with their classmates and learn from each other. Inquiry-based lessons are typically designed around a central
question or problem. From there, teachers can provide resources and scaffolding to help students investigate the topic. It is important to leave room for student exploration and allow them to ask their own questions. The 5 guiding questions of inquiry are: What? So what? Now what? How? Why? No, inquiry-based and project-based learning are two
different approaches. Inquiry-based learning is focused on student-driven research and exploration. Project-based learning is focused on students working together to complete a real-world project. However, both approaches can include elements of inquiry and problem-solving. The four phases of inquiry-based learning are: 1) Orientation 2)
Conceptualization 3) Investigation 4) Conclusion In inquiry-based learning, the teacher acts as a facilitator and guide, encouraging student curiosity, providing resources, and supporting students in developing their own questions, conducting investigations, and drawing conclusions. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from
doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as
publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Inquiry-based learning (IBL) stands as a beacon of educational philosophy, illuminating paths to engage and empower learners. Departing from traditional rote memorization and passive absorption of information, IBL nurtures curiosity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.
As we delve deeper into the dynamics of education, it becomes increasingly evident that IBL is not merely an alternative approach but a transformative force capable of reshaping the landscape of learning. In this article, we embark on a journey to explore the essence, principles, benefits, and challenges of inquiry-based learning, unraveling its
profound impact on educational practices and outcomes. At its core, IBL is a pedagogical approach that places the learner at the center of the educational experience. It champions active exploration, investigation, and reflection to construct knowledge rather than passively receiving it. Stemming from the constructivist theory of learning, IBL
recognizes that learners construct understanding through interaction with the environment, social experiences, and prior knowledge. Inquiry begins with curiosity, the innate desire to question, explore, and understand the world. In IBL, educators spark and nurture this curiosity, leveraging it as a driving force for learning. Learners actively engage
in the learning process, posing questions, seeking answers, and making connections. They take ownership of their learning journey, fostering a sense of agency and autonomy. IBL cultivates critical thinking skills by encouraging learners to analyze information, evaluate evidence, and draw conclusions. It equips them with the ability to tackle complex
problems creatively and systematically. Collaboration lies at the heart of IBL, fostering peer interaction, discussion, and collective sense-making. Through collaborative inquiry, learners exchange ideas, challenge perspectives, and construct shared understanding. Reflection is integral to the inquiry process, allowing learners to evaluate their thinking,
monitor their progress, and adapt their strategies. By developing metacognitive awareness, learners become more self-directed and adaptive in their learning endeavors. IBL promotes deeper conceptual understanding as learners actively engage with content, construct meaning, and apply knowledge in authentic contexts. By honing critical thinking,
problem-solving, and collaboration skills, IBL equips learners with the competencies necessary for lifelong learning and success in an ever-evolving world. The intrinsic motivation fostered by IBL fuels sustained interest and enthusiasm for learning, transcending extrinsic rewards and grades. IBL bridges the gap between theory and practice, as
learners explore real-world problems, apply knowledge, and make meaningful connections to their lives. Through collaborative inquiry, IBL celebrates diversity of thought and experience, enriching learning experiences and fostering empathy and understanding. Implementing IBL requires ample time for exploration, reflection, and iteration, which
may pose challenges within the constraints of traditional curricular frameworks. IBL often necessitates resources such as materials, technology, and expert guidance, which may not be readily available in all educational settings. Traditional assessment methods may struggle to capture the multifaceted nature of learning in an inquiry-based
environment, necessitating innovative approaches to assessment. Shifting to an inquiry-based approach demands a paradigm shift for educators, requiring professional development, support, and a willingness to relinquish control and embrace ambiguity. Ensuring equitable access to inquiry-based learning experiences remains a challenge, as
disparities in resources, support, and opportunities persist across socio-economic and cultural contexts. Inquiry-based learning transcends the boundaries of traditional education, igniting a passion for exploration, discovery, and lifelong learning. As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, it emerges as a beacon of hope, empowering
learners to navigate uncertainty, solve complex problems, and effect positive change in the world. While challenges abound, the transformative potential of inquiry-based learning beckons us to embrace innovation, collaboration, and a steadfast commitment to nurturing the inquisitive minds of tomorrow. In the pursuit of knowledge and
understanding, let us embark on this journey of inquiry, guided by curiosity, driven by purpose, and united in our quest for a brighter future. Ans: It prioritizes active exploration and critical thinking over passive instruction, fostering deeper understanding and autonomy in learners. Ans: Teachers create an environment conducive to curiosity, guide
students through exploration, and encourage reflection to deepen understanding. Ans: Yes, it can be adapted for various subjects and grade levels, promoting engagement and critical thinking across disciplines. Ans: Strategies include open-ended prompts, hands-on activities, collaborative work, and opportunities for reflection. Ans: Educators align
objectives with standards and use diverse assessments, such as performance tasks and portfolios, to evaluate critical thinking and problem-solving alongside content knowledge. Also Read: Exploring STEM Activities for Engaging Learning Experiences Inquiry-based learning (IBL) stands as a beacon of educational philosophy, illuminating paths to
engage and empower learners. Departing from traditional rote memorization and passive absorption of information, IBL nurtures curiosity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. As we delve deeper into the dynamics of education, it becomes increasingly evident that IBL is not merely an alternative approach but a transformative force capable of
reshaping the landscape of learning. In this article, we embark on a journey to explore the essence, principles, benefits, and challenges of inquiry-based learning, unraveling its profound impact on educational practices and outcomes. At its core, IBL is a pedagogical approach that places the learner at the center of the educational experience. It
champions active exploration, investigation, and reflection to construct knowledge rather than passively receiving it. Stemming from the constructivist theory of learning, IBL recognizes that learners construct understanding through interaction with the environment, social experiences, and prior knowledge. Inquiry begins with curiosity, the innate
desire to question, explore, and understand the world. In IBL, educators spark and nurture this curiosity, leveraging it as a driving force for learning. Learners actively engage in the learning process, posing questions, seeking answers, and making connections. They take ownership of their learning journey, fostering a sense of agency and autonomy.
IBL cultivates critical thinking skills by encouraging learners to analyze information, evaluate evidence, and draw conclusions. It equips them with the ability to tackle complex problems creatively and systematically. Collaboration lies at the heart of IBL, fostering peer interaction, discussion, and collective sense-making. Through collaborative inquiry,
learners exchange ideas, challenge perspectives, and construct shared understanding. Reflection is integral to the inquiry process, allowing learners to evaluate their thinking, monitor their progress, and adapt their strategies. By developing metacognitive awareness, learners become more self-directed and adaptive in their learning endeavors. IBL
promotes deeper conceptual understanding as learners actively engage with content, construct meaning, and apply knowledge in authentic contexts. By honing critical thinking, problem-solving, and collaboration skills, IBL equips learners with the competencies necessary for lifelong learning and success in an ever-evolving world. The intrinsic
motivation fostered by IBL fuels sustained interest and enthusiasm for learning, transcending extrinsic rewards and grades. IBL bridges the gap between theory and practice, as learners explore real-world problems, apply knowledge, and make meaningful connections to their lives. Through collaborative inquiry, IBL celebrates diversity of thought
and experience, enriching learning experiences and fostering empathy and understanding. Implementing IBL requires ample time for exploration, reflection, and iteration, which may pose challenges within the constraints of traditional curricular frameworks. IBL often necessitates resources such as materials, technology, and expert guidance, which
may not be readily available in all educational settings. Traditional assessment methods may struggle to capture the multifaceted nature of learning in an inquiry-based environment, necessitating innovative approaches to assessment. Shifting to an inquiry-based approach demands a paradigm shift for educators, requiring professional development,
support, and a willingness to relinquish control and embrace ambiguity. Ensuring equitable access to inquiry-based learning experiences remains a challenge, as disparities in resources, support, and opportunities persist across socio-economic and cultural contexts. Inquiry-based learning transcends the boundaries of traditional education, igniting a
passion for exploration, discovery, and lifelong learning. As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, it emerges as a beacon of hope, empowering learners to navigate uncertainty, solve complex problems, and effect positive change in the world. While challenges abound, the transformative potential of inquiry-based learning beckons us to
embrace innovation, collaboration, and a steadfast commitment to nurturing the inquisitive minds of tomorrow. In the pursuit of knowledge and understanding, let us embark on this journey of inquiry, guided by curiosity, driven by purpose, and united in our quest for a brighter future. Ans: It prioritizes active exploration and critical thinking over
passive instruction, fostering deeper understanding and autonomy in learners. Ans: Teachers create an environment conducive to curiosity, guide students through exploration, and encourage reflection to deepen understanding. Ans: Yes, it can be adapted for various subjects and grade levels, promoting engagement and critical thinking across
disciplines. Ans: Strategies include open-ended prompts, hands-on activities, collaborative work, and opportunities for reflection. Ans: Educators align objectives with standards and use diverse assessments, such as performance tasks and portfolios, to evaluate critical thinking and problem-solving alongside content knowledge. Also Read: Exploring
STEM Activities for Engaging Learning Experiences Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) is a pedagogical approach that shifts from traditional rote memorization to a student-centered learning process. Central to IBL is the idea that learning is driven by student inquiries, problems, or scenarios, rather than by direct instruction. In this model, learners
actively participate in their education, engaging in exploration, questioning, and discovery. IBL emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and the active application of knowledge in real-world contexts. It fosters a dynamic classroom environment where students take ownership of their learning, collaborating with peers and engaging in hands-on
activities. This approach not only enhances students' cognitive skills but also prepares them for real-life challenges by promoting adaptability, creativity, and lifelong learning.Key Characteristics of Inquiry-based LearningInquiry-Based Learning is defined by several core features that facilitate a dynamic and interactive learning environment.
Understanding these characteristics is essential for educators aiming to implement IBL in their classrooms effectively.Student-Centered ApproachAt the heart of IBL is the shift from teacher-centered instruction to student-centered learning. This paradigm shift places students at the forefront of their learning journey, empowering them to take
ownership of their educational experiences. Teachers serve as guides or facilitators, providing support and resources rather than direct instruction. This approach encourages students to explore their interests and questions, fostering a deeper connection to the material.Active LearningIBL promotes active engagement with the subject matter.
Students are involved in hands-on activities, experiments, and discussions that require critical thinking and problem-solving skills. This engagement goes beyond passive listening, encouraging learners to apply concepts in real-world contexts, which enhances retention and understanding.Collaborative EnvironmentCollaboration is a key element of
IBL, with students often working in groups to explore questions or solve problems. This collaborative learning environment fosters communication, teamwork, and the exchange of diverse perspectives, aligning with Vygotsky's emphasis on social interaction in cognitive development.Focus on the ProcessUnlike traditional learning, which often
emphasizes the final product or the correct answer, IBL focuses on the learning process itself. Students are encouraged to explore various pathways, reflect on their thinking, and understand the rationale behind their conclusions. This focus on process over product cultivates a growth mindset and resilience, as students learn to see challenges and
mistakes as opportunities for learning.Development of Critical Thinking and Inquiry SkillsIBL explicitly aims to develop skills such as questioning, investigating, and synthesizing information. Students learn to ask meaningful questions, seek out resources, and critically evaluate information. These inquiry skills are invaluable in an information-rich
age, preparing students to navigate complex and often ambiguous real-world problems.Integration of Interdisciplinary KnowledgelIBL often involves integrating knowledge and skills from various disciplines, reflecting the interconnected nature of real-world issues. This interdisciplinary approach helps students see the relevance of what they are
learning and how it applies beyond the classroom walls.The Four Phases of Inquiry-Based LearningTo deepen our understanding of Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) and its practical application, it's essential to recognize the structured approach that underpins this educational strategy. Central to the effectiveness of IBL is its division into distinct phases,
each serving a specific purpose in guiding learners through the complex process of inquiry. These phases create a scaffolded framework that supports students in navigating their learning journey, from initial curiosity to deep exploration and reflectionInquireThis initial phase is where curiosity is sparked and the direction of learning is set. It involves
the identification of a question or problem that is both relevant to the curriculum and engaging to the students. This stage is characterized by open-ended questions that prompt students to investigate deeply, leveraging prior knowledge and identifying areas where further information is needed. Techniques such as brainstorming, preliminary
research, and hypothesis formulation are key in this phase, setting the stage for a guided yet exploratory learning journey.ReflectReflection is integral to the learning process, providing students with the opportunity to pause and consider what they have learned, how they have learned it, and what it means in the broader context of their studies and
personal experiences. This phase encourages metacognitive skills, asking students to think about their own thinking and learning processes. Reflection can be facilitated through various methods, including journaling, discussion forums, or peer feedback sessions, allowing students to consolidate their understanding and prepare for deeper
evaluation.EvaluateEvaluation involves a critical assessment of both the learning process and the outcomes achieved. In this phase, students are engaged in analyzing the information gathered, assessing the validity and reliability of their sources, and determining the relevance of their findings to the original question or problem. This critical appraisal
extends to self-evaluation, where students assess their research strategies, collaboration effectiveness, and problem-solving approaches. The evaluation phase is crucial for developing critical thinking and analytical skills, as it requires students to apply criteria-based judgment to their work and the work of their peers.ConstructThe final phase of the
IBL process is where students synthesize their findings and insights to construct new knowledge, solutions, or understandings. This construction can take many forms, from written reports and presentations to creative projects or practical solutions. The key is that the output demonstrates a deep understanding of the subject matter, informed by the
inquiry, reflection, and evaluation phases. This phase not only culminates the learning process but also demonstrates the application of knowledge in a tangible or conceptual form, showcasing students' ability to think critically and creatively.Benefits of Inquiry-Based LearningEnhanced Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving SkillsOne of the most
significant benefits of IBL is its capacity to enhance critical thinking and problem-solving skills. By engaging students in the process of questioning, exploring, and synthesizing information, IBL encourages a deeper level of cognitive processing. Students learn to approach problems from multiple angles, evaluate evidence, and develop reasoned
arguments, equipping them with the ability to tackle complex and unfamiliar situations effectively.Increased Engagement and MotivationIBL's student-centered approach fosters a learning environment where students feel more connected and engaged with the material. By allowing learners to follow their interests and questions, IBL taps into
intrinsic motivation, making learning more meaningful and enjoyable. This engagement is further amplified through hands-on activities and collaborative projects, which add relevance and context to academic concepts.Improved Communication and Collaboration SkillsThe collaborative nature of IBL activities helps students develop essential
communication and teamwork skills. As students work together to explore questions and solve problems, they learn to articulate their ideas, listen to others, and integrate diverse perspectives. These social skills are crucial for success in both academic and professional settings, promoting a culture of respect and cooperation.Fosters Independence
and Self-Directed LearningIBL encourages students to take ownership of their learning process, fostering independence and self-directed learning skills. By navigating their inquiries and managing their projects, students build confidence in their ability to learn and find information. This autonomy prepares them for lifelong learning, enabling them to
adapt to new challenges and continuously acquire new knowledge.Promotes Adaptability and FlexibilityThe open-ended nature of IBL challenges students to adapt to changing conditions and embrace ambiguity. As students navigate the inquiry process, they learn to be flexible in their thinking and approach, skills that are increasingly valuable in a
rapidly changing world. This adaptability is crucial for innovation and creativity, as it encourages learners to see challenges as opportunities for growth.Supports Differentiated LearningIBL naturally accommodates diverse learning styles and paces, offering differentiated pathways for students to engage with content. Teachers can tailor activities to
meet individual needs, providing support where necessary while challenging students to stretch their abilities. This personalized approach helps ensure that all students can find success and feel valued within the learning community.Challenges and Criticisms of Inquiry-based LearningResource and Time IntensiveOne of the primary challenges of
implementing IBL is that it can be significantly more resource and time-intensive than traditional teaching methods. Planning and facilitating inquiry-based activities require a considerable amount of preparation, including the development of suitable projects, the sourcing of materials, and the creation of assessment criteria that accurately measure
learning outcomes. Additionally, the nature of IBL means that class periods may not follow a predictable schedule, necessitating a flexible approach to curriculum planning and time management.Requires High Levels of Teacher ExpertiseEffective IBL facilitation demands a high level of pedagogical expertise from educators. Teachers must be skilled
in guiding students through the inquiry process, providing just enough support to keep them engaged without taking over the process. This balance can be challenging to achieve, especially for educators accustomed to more traditional, direct instructional roles. Moreover, teachers need to be proficient in a range of assessment strategies to evaluate
student learning in IBL settings accurately.Potential for Reduced Coverage of CurriculumCritics of IBL often express concern that the approach may lead to reduced coverage of the curriculum. Because IBL activities can take more time than traditional lessons, there's a risk that students may not be exposed to the full breadth of content required by
standardized curricula. This concern is particularly relevant in subjects where a vast amount of knowledge needs to be covered within a limited time frame.Assessment ChallengesAssessing student learning in IBL environments poses unique challenges. Traditional tests and quizzes may not effectively capture the depth of understanding or the range
of skills developed through inquiry-based activities. Educators must therefore employ a variety of assessment methods, such as portfolios, presentations, and self-assessments, to get a comprehensive view of student achievement. Developing and grading these alternative assessments can be time-consuming and subjective.Equity ConcernsFinally,
there are equity concerns associated with IBL. Students from diverse backgrounds may have different levels of access to resources, support, and prior knowledge, potentially affecting their ability to engage fully with IBL activities. Without careful planning and support, there's a risk that IBL could exacerbate existing educational inequalities rather
than mitigate them.Implementing IBL in the ClassroomStart SmallFor educators new to IBL, starting small can help ease the transition. Begin by integrating inquiry-based activities into existing lesson plans or dedicating a portion of class time to student-directed projects. This approach allows both teachers and students to become comfortable with
the IBL process without overwhelming them.Create a Supportive Classroom EnvironmentA supportive and safe classroom environment is crucial for the success of IBL. Encourage curiosity and value all questions, fostering a culture where students feel comfortable exploring ideas and taking intellectual risks. Establishing norms for collaboration and
respectful discourse can also enhance the effectiveness of group work.Use Open-Ended QuestionsOpen-ended questions are the backbone of IBL, stimulating critical thinking and exploration. Design questions that cannot be answered with a simple "yes" or "no," and that require students to apply, analyze, and synthesize information. These questions
should be aligned with learning objectives and designed to provoke curiosity and deeper inquiry.Facilitate, Don't DictateIn IBL, the teacher's role shifts from the primary source of knowledge to a facilitator of learning. Provide guidance and resources to help students navigate their inquiries, but resist the urge to provide immediate answers to
questions. Encourage students to find solutions independently or collaboratively, fostering independence and resilience.Incorporate a Variety of ResourcesIBL thrives on the use of diverse resources, including digital tools, library materials, expert interviews, and field trips. Encourage students to look beyond textbooks, leveraging technology and
community resources to gather information and insights related to their inquiries.Scaffold the Inquiry ProcessWhile the ultimate goal of IBL is for students to conduct independent inquiries, initially, they may need significant support. Scaffold the process by breaking it down into manageable steps, providing tools and strategies for each stage. As
students become more skilled in navigating the inquiry process, gradually reduce the level of scaffolding.Assess Process and ProductAssessment in IBL should focus on both the process and the product of learning. Use formative assessments to provide feedback during the inquiry process, and summative assessments to evaluate the final outcomes.
Consider employing a variety of assessment methods, including portfolios, presentations, reflective journals, and peer evaluations, to capture the full extent of student learning.Reflect and ReviseReflection is a key component of IBL for both students and teachers. Encourage students to reflect on their learning process, challenges faced, and
knowledge gained. Teachers should also reflect on the effectiveness of IBL activities, seeking student feedback and making adjustments as necessary to improve future inquiries.Conclusion and Future of IBLInquiry-Based Learning offers a transformative approach to education, preparing students with the skills needed for the modern world. Despite
its challenges, the future of IBL is promising, with ongoing developments in educational technology and research supporting its effectiveness. Embracing IBL represents a commitment to an inclusive, adaptive, and student-centered educational philosophy. Allowing students greater agency in their learning can be a liberating experience. Rather than
the teacher as expert, inquiry-based learning allows learners to assume the responsibility of becoming experts of the knowledge they are constructing through a process self-discovery and trial and error, while the teachers role is to monitor their students process of constructing new meaning and step in when they need help.This is the very core of
inquiry-based learning (IBL), a form of learning where students pose their own research questions about a topic and set out on a journey to answer them. The benefits of inquiry-based learning are many, such as:Supporting students to build their own initiative.Encouraging a deeper understanding of the content.Motivating students to form their own
connections about what they learn.Students taking more ownership of their learning and a sense of reward not just from a final product, but from the process of knowledge-making itself.Helping students develop the critical thinking and life skills necessary to be competitive in the 21st century, from problem-solving to effective collaboration and
communication (Ismael & Elias, 2006).IBL is often employed in math and science classrooms, which naturally lend themselves to a problem-solving approach. (Amaral et al. 2002, Marshall & Horton, 2011). However, the framework certainly has potential for other disciplines as well, including English (Chu et al., 2011). Of course, balancing inquiry-
based learning with language learning means that teachers must also attend to the language and vocabulary skills students need to be effective inquisitors. Tweaks to the traditional model can make this become a reality.Below are four key principles that distinguish an inquiry-based approach, and suggestions on how teachers can scaffold them for
the English language classroom.1) Students as Researchersin a typical inquiry-based learning framework, students are introduced to a topic and tasked with developing their own research questions to guide their process of discovery (Pedaste et al., 2015). In an English language setting, one way to model this is to provide a leading question for the
students, choosing one that is open-ended and can lead students in more than one direction. Even yes-no questions can provide such ambiguity, for by doing deeper research, students begin to realize that the answer is not always black-and-white.Take the question, Are you a good decision maker? We can encourage students to ask related questions
that encourage more informed responses:How do people solve problems differently? What emotional and biological factors influence peoples decision making? What role does personality play? Students can use WebQuests to find relevant articles and videos to look at the question from multiple perspectives. In a more scaffolded setting, instructors
can provide articles and videos to discuss as a class, and ask students to draw out the relevant ideas and identify connections. Either way, the goal is to have students revisit the question each time new information is learned so they can elaborate on and refine their answers, and in doing so, slowly become experts on the topic.2) Teachers as Research
Assistants An inquiry-based learning model often flips the roles of the teacher and student. Students become the researchers, and teachers assume the role of the assistant or guide to their learning (Dobber et al., 2017). One way to encourage this is to flip the classroom itself so that instructional lessons are delivered online, and class time is devoted
to students applying what they have learned through practice and collaborative activities.As language teachers, we can direct students to instructional videos on skills theyll need to understand and respond to the texts they encounter. An instructional video on how to classify information could support a text about different kinds of problem solvers,
for example. Videos on relevant grammatical and language structures can also be assigned. Teachers can then use class time not to present the material, but to attend to students questions and curiosities.3) Peer-to-Peer Collaboration Learning from peers and sharing ideas with others is another core principle of inquiry-based learning. Students in an
IBL classroom become each others soundboards, which gives them an authentic audience from which to draw alternative perspectives from their own and test the validity of their ideas (Ismael & Elias 2006). Students are meant to collaborate throughout the entire process, from their initial response to the question to the final project. To do this,
teachers can pose the leading question on an online discussion board and require peers to respond to each others ideas. To scaffold, teachers can provide language used to respond to posts, such how to acknowledge someone elses ideas (I think youre saying that) or show agreement or disagreement (I see your point, but I also wonder).Collaboration
also takes places through the final project. IBL classrooms typically have students complete the cycle with group projects, such as debates, group presentations, newsletters, and discussions. Even if students are working independently on personal essays, teachers can have them conduct peer reviews for further feedback, and to present their findings
and insights to the class, thereby providing them with a wider audience than just the teacher.4) Reflecting on Learning The final principle is asking students to reflect on their learning (Pedaste et al., 2005). This can be achieved by posing the leading question on the discussion board at the end of the cycle, to see how students responses have evolved
based on what theyve learned. Language teachers can also encourage reflection through assessment feedback. If giving a test on the language and skills students have studied, they can go a step further by posing questions about the experience:How difficult did you find the test? Why do you think you made mistakes? What can you do to improve your
learning? What can your teacher do? This helps students identify areas for improvement, and it gives teachers guidance in tailoring their instruction in the future.In the IBL classroom, students are in the drivers seat, but teachers are not sitting alone in the back. Theyre upfront, in the passenger seat, watching students navigate their way and giving
direction when they get lost. The teacher knows that the path of inquiry can take multiple routes and that students will need different tools to get to their final destination. With proper scaffolding, teachers can make the voyage for English language learners more successful, and in the process, create a cohort of lifelong inquisitors. For a
demonstration of how Q: Skills for Success Third Edition uses IBL to create independent and inquisitive learners please watch my webinar, where we will be looking at how the series and its resources scaffold the four principles of IBL both in and outside the classroom. References Amaral, O., Garrison, L. & Klentschy. M. (2002). Helping English
learners increase achievement through inquiry-based science instruction. Bilingual Research Journal, 26(2), 213-239.Chu, S., Tse, S., Loh, K. & Chow, K. (2011). Collaborative inquiry project-based learning: Effects on reading ability and interests. Library & Information Science Research, 33(3), 236-243.Dobbler, M., Tanis, M., Zward, R.C., & Oers, B.
(2017). Literature review: The role of the teacher in inquiry-based education. Educational Research Review, 22, 194-214.Ismael, N. & Elias, S. (2006). Inquiry-based learning: A new approach to classroom learning. English Language Journal, 2(1), 13-22.Marshall, J. & Horton, R. (2011). The Relationship of teacher-facilitated, inquiry-based instruction
to student higher-order thinking. School Science and Mathematics, 93-101.Pedaste, M., Maeots, M., Silman, L. & de Jong, T. (2015). Phrases of inquiry-based learning: Definitions and the inquiry cycle. Educational Research Review, 14, 47-61. Colin Ward received his M.A. in TESOL from the University of London as a UK Fulbright Scholar. He is
Department Chair and Professor of ESOL at Lone Star College-North Harris in Houston, Texas, USA. He has been teaching ESOL at the community-college level since 2002 and presented at numerous state, national, and international conferences. Colin has authored and co-authored a number of textbooks for Oxford University Press, including Q:
Skills for Success Reading and Writing 3. Inquiry-based learning emphasises a students role in the learning process and asks them to engage with an idea or topic in an active way, rather than by sitting and listening to a teacher. The overall goal of an inquiry-based approach is for students to make meaning of what they are learning about and to
understand how a concept works in a real-world context. The inquiry approach is sometimes known as project-based or experiential learning. To learn about a topic, students explore resources, ask questions and share ideas. The teacher helps students apply new concepts to different contexts, which allows them to discover knowledge for themselves
by exploring, experiencing and discussing as they go. Learning through inquiry can be done differently depending on the subject area and the age of the student. Inquiry-based teaching and learning practices feature in many classrooms across the world. Teachers are conducting lessons with an inquiry-based approach, or aspects of it, without
realising it. How does it actually work? If youve read the Harry Potter books, or watched the movies, you may remember that, in The Order of the Phoenix, Harrys class gets an unpopular Defence Against The Dark Arts teacher, Dolores Umbridge. Her teaching method is based on learning through textbooks and discipline. Harry questions whether
this type of learning will help young wizards and witches if they ever come across the dark lord, Voldemort. So Harry sets up his own classroom in secret, where the class practise spells and learn from each other. This is a good example of inquiry-based learning. Harry Potters version of the inquiry-based approach to learning defence against the dark
arts. US philosopher and liberal education reformer John Dewey advocated learning through inquiry. His work to change pedagogical methods and curricula in 1916 was developed into classroom experiences in the 1930s. Although initially influencing schools in the United States, Deweys influence spread worldwide. A key characteristic of inquiry is
that it is externally and internally motivated, by the student. External motivation includes members in the team, the nature of the project and feedback from teachers. Intrinsic motivations include an eagerness to learn. Although the inquiry is motivated by the student, it is guided by the teacher. A skilled inquiry teacher will vary their role along a
continuum from explicit instruction (where the teacher has clear goals as to what he or she will present to the students) to an inquiry approach that helps students control their learning. Read more: Explainer: what is explicit instruction and how does it help children learn? From primary to secondary The primary school classroom offers rich inquiry
opportunities as there is usually one teacher per class and s/he can use inquiry to link ideas and activities between learning areas. I observed a Year 1 classroom where the teacher and students were exploring nursery rhymes while developing early reading skills. During the reading of Jack and ]Jill, a six-year-old boy asked: What is the hill made out
of? The teacher built on this question to create an inquiry experience spanning five weeks. The children learnt concepts in science (forces, pushes, pulls, friction, soil types, rock types) and mathematics (slopes, fractions, time). In doing so, childrens reading, writing and spelling (push, pull, trip, fall, tumble, slope etc) were enhanced. The class
explored the geography of hills and mountains. Literacy, mathematics, science and humanities lessons revolved around learning about hills and answering the original question. The class concluded that Jack slipped on wet clay and ]Jill tripped on a rock embedded in the clay. The class also discussed pushing and shoving each other, with one child
asking if Jill could have been pushed by the same person who pushed Humpty Dumpty off the wall. One lateral query about a nursery rhyme led to five weeks of inquiry-based learning. from shutterstock.com In secondary schools there are multiple teachers and classes, and therefore reduced opportunity for integrated inquiry. So the inquiry is
generally within disciplines. Different disciplines have different models for inquiry. In history, for instance, Telstar prompts inquiry by checking questions for guiding student progress. And in science, there are the 5 Es where literacy is emphasised in five consecutive phases engage, explore, explain, elaborate and evaluate. Teachers usually start with
these generic models to accompany information contained in curriculum documents. Challenges and misconceptions The main challenge with an inquiry approach is assessment. Standardised testing monopolises educational assessment, which puts a value on core literacies: reading, writing, computation, and the accumulation of facts and figures.
Educators are only beginning to identify parameters through which they can assess students discovery of knowledge and making meaning. Read more: Why your child will benefit from inquiry-based learning Global culture has become one of innovation, discovery and interdisciplinary thinking, which means solely relying on a standardised way of
learning and testing is at odds with the outside world. Educators promoting an inquiry-based learning system believe it is only a matter of time until inquiry skills take precedence over learning content. Misconceptions about using inquiry-based learning in the classroom include inquiry being too difficult for most students (that it is for the older gifted
child) and that during inquiry the teacher does little and the class is in chaos. But inquiry-based learning, guided by a teacher who models the process to various students, is valuable for the whole class. Classroom chaos is rarely seen in situations where the teacher is an active learner alongside their students. Inquiry is part of human nature, but one
can benefit from learning how to be a good inquirer. This includes learning skills such as how to ask and answer questions, solve problems and conduct investigations and research. To be an inquirer is liberating, exciting and transformative. It involves taking risks and is intellectually demanding. And, above all, it helps us learn.
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