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"How	Much	Land	Does	a	Man	Need?"	is	a	short	story	by	Leo	Tolstoy	that	explores	the	destructive	consequences	of	human	greed	and	the	pursuit	of	material	possessions.	The	story	follows	a	peasant	named	Pahom	who	becomes	obsessed	with	acquiring	more	land	and	wealth,	leading	him	to	make	a	deadly	bargain	with	the	devil.	Through	Pahom's	tragic
fate,	Tolstoy	highlights	the	dangers	of	unchecked	ambition	and	the	importance	of	living	a	simple	and	contented	life.	The	story	is	a	powerful	critique	of	the	capitalist	system	and	the	social	structures	that	prioritize	wealth	and	power	over	human	well-being.	Overall,	"How	Much	Land	Does	a	Man	Need?"	is	a	thought-provoking	and	morally	challenging
work	that	raises	important	questions	about	the	nature	of	happiness,	morality,	and	human	desire.	Tired	of	struggling	with	writing	tasks?	StudyMoose	is	the	ultimate	solution	for	all	learners	academic	writing	needs!	Our	platform	offers	an	extensive	database	to	help	students	improve	their	composition	talents.	They	also	get	inspired	to	create.	And	its
completely	free!	Yes,	thats	right	no	need	to	pay	any	penny	to	access	and	download	StudyMooses	vast	collection.	StudyMoose	understands	the	challenges	that	students	face	with	composing	papers.	Whether	one	lacks	skill	or	motivation,	weve	got	everything	covered.	StudyMoose	has	created	a	platform	that	provides	resources	to	assist	people	in
boosting	their	writing.	The	database	with	free	essays	may	be	used	for	various	purposes,	including:For	Inspiration	for	WritingStuck	on	a	particular	topic?	Use	the	database	of	great	essays	examples	for	inspiration	and	ideas	to	start	writing.	StudyMooses	papers	cover	various	topics	and	are	written	by	experts	in	their	respective	fields.Find	Essay	Topic
IdeasIf	youre	struggling	to	come	up	with	any	topic	for	the	essay,	StudyMoose	is	the	perfect	place	to	get	going.	Our	database	contains	a	vast	topics	collection	that	everyone	may	choose	from.	One	good	idea	would	be	to	build	an	original	topic	based	on	several	concepts	from	the	list.Get	More	In-depth	Analysis	on	Topics	of	Any	ComplexityStudyMooses
database	with	free	essays	examples	includes	papers	on	topics	of	any	complexity.	Whether	ones	looking	for	an	article	on	a	simple	topic	or	breaking	down	a	complex	issue,	theres	plenty	of	information	on	StudyMooses	website.Find	Writing	GuidesAlso	StudyMoose	presents	a	range	of	writing	guides	with	100%	free	essays	that	will	aid	you	in	directing
your	skills	improvement.	The	most	popular	option	among	students	offers	literature	guides	to	prepare	for	tasks	in	English	or	literature	classes.	Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	writer,	use	StudyMooses	guides	to	take	creativity	to	the	next	level	and	get	that	A-grade	on	the	essay.Use	Essays	for	Your	ResearchIf	there	is	a	need	to	gather
information	on	any	topic,	StudyMooses	database	with	essay	examples	for	students	might	be	a	valuable	resource.	The	samples	may	be	used	as	references	for	ones	research	or	as	a	starting	point	for	ones	own	composition.Free	High-Quality	Essays	Our	Key	BenefitThe	team	of	expert	authors	and	plagiarism-checking	crew	work	tirelessly	to	ensure	that
our	essays	are	of	the	highest	quality.	We	receive	positive	feedback	from	students	every	day,	and	were	striving	for	improvement	of	our	services.College	Admission	Essay	Examples:	Free	AccessWe	also	provide	guides	for	creating	these	types	of	essays	to	make	sure	students	are	not	lost	in	the	myriad	of	requirements.	Heres	a	list	of	universities	for	which
users	may	find	how-to	articles	or	examples	of	admission	papers:GallaudetLoyolaBaylorClemsonVanderbiltUniversity	of	North	CarolinaUniversity	of	RochesterUniversity	of	RichmondHarvardBostonFind	Essays	on	Any	TypesAt	StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	students	may	need	assistance	with	different	types	of	papers.	Thats	why	there	is	a	vast
collection	covering	different	topics	and	types	on	the	site.	The	platform	features	not	only	types	like	argumentative	essays.	Users	also	get	persuasive,	descriptive,	cause-and-effect	papers,	and	much	more.Papers	offered	on	the	platform	are	written	by	experienced	authors	who	have	completed	many	milestones	in	education.	Their	experience	in	various
fields	makes	them	irreplaceable	in	essay	writing.Use	Our	Tools	to	Improve	Your	StudyAll	visitors	may	find	writing	tips	in	StudyMoose	blog	to	get	a	head	start	on	improvement.	The	vast	academic	essays	database	is	complemented	by	a	range	of	tools	to	help	students	boost	their	writing	abilities.	Each	tool	is	designed	to	assist	learners	with	various
aspects	of	completing	their	written	assignments.	It	includes	generating	concepts,	proofreading,	and	editing	their	work.Thesis	Statement	GeneratorOur	thesis	statement	generator	is	a	powerful	tool.	It	shows	college	research	essay	examples	and	enables	students	to	create	any	thesis	statement	for	their	papers	easily.	This	instrument	guides	learners	in	a
systematic	manner	and	produces	a	thesis	statement	tailored	to	their	needs.AlphabetizerAlphabetizer	is	a	simple	but	effective	instrument	that	helps	students	sort	their	text.	The	tool	may	be	used	for	sorting	words,	phrases,	or	even	entire	paragraphs,	making	it	a	useful	instrument	for	organizing	essays	and	research	papers.Conclusion
GeneratorConclusion	generator	creates	a	compelling	conclusion	for	student	essays	quickly	and	easily.	After	a	simple	procedure,	students	get	a	conclusion	based	on	their	input.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	also	check	free	examples	on	the	website	to	get	a	picture	of	what	a	good	conclusion	looks	like.Essay	RewriterThe	essay	rewriter	tool	uses	advanced
algorithms	for	producing	similar	content.	It	maintains	its	original	meaning	and	structure.	With	it,	students	get	a	quality	paper	based	on	trusted	original	work	with	no	effort.Free	Plagiarism	CheckerThe	free	essays	no	plagiarism	database	allows	a	checker	tool	to	ensure	that	any	students	paper	is	original	and	free	from	plagiarism.	With	this	tool,	one	can
inspect	any	essay	against	billions	of	web	pages	and	academic	papers	to	make	sure	that	the	produced	work	is	original.Paraphrasing	ToolThe	paraphrasing	tool	enables	one	to	rephrase	sentences	and	paragraphs	and	avoid	plagiarism.	This	tool	uses	advanced	algorithms	to	reword	the	text	while	maintaining	its	original	meaning.	Check	out	how	it	works
with	our	one-page	essay	examples.Get	Help	With	Custom	Essay	Writing	From	Our	ExpertsAt	StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	sometimes	reading	good	essay	examples	is	not	enough.	Students	may	need	extra	help	with	their	tasks.	Thats	why	our	website	offers	custom	essay	writing	services	from	a	team	of	experienced	authors.	StudyMooses	staff	are
experts	in	their	fields.In	case	you	require	assistance	with	any	research	paper,	report,	or	coursework,	our	free	essays	to	read	and	a	team	of	writers	will	assist	you.	Our	website	also	offers	editing	and	proofreading	services	to	ensure	that	any	submitted	assignments	are	free	from	errors.Final	ThoughtsStudyMoose	believes	that	learning	should	be
accessible	to	everyone.	Thats	why	weve	created	a	database	of	completely	free	essays	online	that	learners	may	use	to	improve	their	penmanship	skills.	With	it,	they	may	find	inspiration	for	writing.	StudyMoose	reviews	show	that	the	presented	instruments	make	the	process	of	studying	easier.Our	platform	should	be	a	valuable	resource	for	you!	We
encourage	everyone	to	explore	the	database	of	all	kinds	of	papers,	including	short	essays	examples,	and	use	the	instruments	we	offer.	Contact	our	team	of	experts	if	you	need	additional	help.	They	are	always	there	for	you!	Tired	of	struggling	with	writing	tasks?	StudyMoose	is	the	ultimate	solution	for	all	learners	academic	writing	needs!	Our	platform
offers	an	extensive	database	to	help	students	improve	their	composition	talents.	They	also	get	inspired	to	create.	And	its	completely	free!	Yes,	thats	right	no	need	to	pay	any	penny	to	access	and	download	StudyMooses	vast	collection.	StudyMoose	understands	the	challenges	that	students	face	with	composing	papers.	Whether	one	lacks	skill	or
motivation,	weve	got	everything	covered.	StudyMoose	has	created	a	platform	that	provides	resources	to	assist	people	in	boosting	their	writing.	The	database	with	free	essays	may	be	used	for	various	purposes,	including:For	Inspiration	for	WritingStuck	on	a	particular	topic?	Use	the	database	of	great	essays	examples	for	inspiration	and	ideas	to	start
writing.	StudyMooses	papers	cover	various	topics	and	are	written	by	experts	in	their	respective	fields.Find	Essay	Topic	IdeasIf	youre	struggling	to	come	up	with	any	topic	for	the	essay,	StudyMoose	is	the	perfect	place	to	get	going.	Our	database	contains	a	vast	topics	collection	that	everyone	may	choose	from.	One	good	idea	would	be	to	build	an
original	topic	based	on	several	concepts	from	the	list.Get	More	In-depth	Analysis	on	Topics	of	Any	ComplexityStudyMooses	database	with	free	essays	examples	includes	papers	on	topics	of	any	complexity.	Whether	ones	looking	for	an	article	on	a	simple	topic	or	breaking	down	a	complex	issue,	theres	plenty	of	information	on	StudyMooses	website.Find
Writing	GuidesAlso	StudyMoose	presents	a	range	of	writing	guides	with	100%	free	essays	that	will	aid	you	in	directing	your	skills	improvement.	The	most	popular	option	among	students	offers	literature	guides	to	prepare	for	tasks	in	English	or	literature	classes.	Whether	youre	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	writer,	use	StudyMooses	guides	to	take
creativity	to	the	next	level	and	get	that	A-grade	on	the	essay.Use	Essays	for	Your	ResearchIf	there	is	a	need	to	gather	information	on	any	topic,	StudyMooses	database	with	essay	examples	for	students	might	be	a	valuable	resource.	The	samples	may	be	used	as	references	for	ones	research	or	as	a	starting	point	for	ones	own	composition.Free	High-
Quality	Essays	Our	Key	BenefitThe	team	of	expert	authors	and	plagiarism-checking	crew	work	tirelessly	to	ensure	that	our	essays	are	of	the	highest	quality.	We	receive	positive	feedback	from	students	every	day,	and	were	striving	for	improvement	of	our	services.College	Admission	Essay	Examples:	Free	AccessWe	also	provide	guides	for	creating	these
types	of	essays	to	make	sure	students	are	not	lost	in	the	myriad	of	requirements.	Heres	a	list	of	universities	for	which	users	may	find	how-to	articles	or	examples	of	admission	papers:GallaudetLoyolaBaylorClemsonVanderbiltUniversity	of	North	CarolinaUniversity	of	RochesterUniversity	of	RichmondHarvardBostonFind	Essays	on	Any	TypesAt
StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	students	may	need	assistance	with	different	types	of	papers.	Thats	why	there	is	a	vast	collection	covering	different	topics	and	types	on	the	site.	The	platform	features	not	only	types	like	argumentative	essays.	Users	also	get	persuasive,	descriptive,	cause-and-effect	papers,	and	much	more.Papers	offered	on	the
platform	are	written	by	experienced	authors	who	have	completed	many	milestones	in	education.	Their	experience	in	various	fields	makes	them	irreplaceable	in	essay	writing.Use	Our	Tools	to	Improve	Your	StudyAll	visitors	may	find	writing	tips	in	StudyMoose	blog	to	get	a	head	start	on	improvement.	The	vast	academic	essays	database	is
complemented	by	a	range	of	tools	to	help	students	boost	their	writing	abilities.	Each	tool	is	designed	to	assist	learners	with	various	aspects	of	completing	their	written	assignments.	It	includes	generating	concepts,	proofreading,	and	editing	their	work.Thesis	Statement	GeneratorOur	thesis	statement	generator	is	a	powerful	tool.	It	shows	college
research	essay	examples	and	enables	students	to	create	any	thesis	statement	for	their	papers	easily.	This	instrument	guides	learners	in	a	systematic	manner	and	produces	a	thesis	statement	tailored	to	their	needs.AlphabetizerAlphabetizer	is	a	simple	but	effective	instrument	that	helps	students	sort	their	text.	The	tool	may	be	used	for	sorting	words,
phrases,	or	even	entire	paragraphs,	making	it	a	useful	instrument	for	organizing	essays	and	research	papers.Conclusion	GeneratorConclusion	generator	creates	a	compelling	conclusion	for	student	essays	quickly	and	easily.	After	a	simple	procedure,	students	get	a	conclusion	based	on	their	input.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	also	check	free	examples	on	the
website	to	get	a	picture	of	what	a	good	conclusion	looks	like.Essay	RewriterThe	essay	rewriter	tool	uses	advanced	algorithms	for	producing	similar	content.	It	maintains	its	original	meaning	and	structure.	With	it,	students	get	a	quality	paper	based	on	trusted	original	work	with	no	effort.Free	Plagiarism	CheckerThe	free	essays	no	plagiarism	database
allows	a	checker	tool	to	ensure	that	any	students	paper	is	original	and	free	from	plagiarism.	With	this	tool,	one	can	inspect	any	essay	against	billions	of	web	pages	and	academic	papers	to	make	sure	that	the	produced	work	is	original.Paraphrasing	ToolThe	paraphrasing	tool	enables	one	to	rephrase	sentences	and	paragraphs	and	avoid	plagiarism.	This
tool	uses	advanced	algorithms	to	reword	the	text	while	maintaining	its	original	meaning.	Check	out	how	it	works	with	our	one-page	essay	examples.Get	Help	With	Custom	Essay	Writing	From	Our	ExpertsAt	StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	sometimes	reading	good	essay	examples	is	not	enough.	Students	may	need	extra	help	with	their	tasks.	Thats
why	our	website	offers	custom	essay	writing	services	from	a	team	of	experienced	authors.	StudyMooses	staff	are	experts	in	their	fields.In	case	you	require	assistance	with	any	research	paper,	report,	or	coursework,	our	free	essays	to	read	and	a	team	of	writers	will	assist	you.	Our	website	also	offers	editing	and	proofreading	services	to	ensure	that	any
submitted	assignments	are	free	from	errors.Final	ThoughtsStudyMoose	believes	that	learning	should	be	accessible	to	everyone.	Thats	why	weve	created	a	database	of	completely	free	essays	online	that	learners	may	use	to	improve	their	penmanship	skills.	With	it,	they	may	find	inspiration	for	writing.	StudyMoose	reviews	show	that	the	presented
instruments	make	the	process	of	studying	easier.Our	platform	should	be	a	valuable	resource	for	you!	We	encourage	everyone	to	explore	the	database	of	all	kinds	of	papers,	including	short	essays	examples,	and	use	the	instruments	we	offer.	Contact	our	team	of	experts	if	you	need	additional	help.	They	are	always	there	for	you!	Short	Fiction	Leo
Tolstoy	Translated	by	L.	and	A.	Maude	Russian	author	Leo	Tolstoy	published	How	Much	Land	Does	a	Man	Need?	in	1886,	during	the	literary	realist	period.	The	short	story	follows	Pahom,	a	Russian	peasant	who	has	been	tempted	by	the	devil	into	trying	to	acquire	as	much	land	as	possible.	Pahoms	growing	greed	leads	him	to	forfeit	everything,
eventually	even	his	own	life.	Though	How	Much	Land	Does	a	Man	Need?	can	be	read	as	a	cautionary	tale	about	the	hazards	of	pride	and	greed,	Tolstoys	realist	approach	places	Pahoms	journey	within	a	relatable	portrayal	of	everyday	lifewhich	renders	the	storys	lessons	all	the	more	convincing.	Research	Starters	Home	Go	to	EBSCOhost	and	sign	in	to
access	more	content	about	this	topic.	First	published:	"Mnogo	li	cheloveku	zemli	nuzhno?,"	1886	(English	translation,	1887)Type	of	plot:	ParableTime	of	work:	The	late	1800'sLocale:	RussiaPrincipal	Characters:Pahom,	a	landowner	who	strives	for	security	in	owning	more	and	more	landThe	Chief	of	the	Bashkirs,	who	offers	Pahom	as	much	land	as	he
can	walk	around	in	a	dayThe	Devil,	the	tempter	who	arranges	Pahom's	land	dealsThe	StoryAn	elder	sister	from	the	city	visits	her	younger	sister,	the	wife	of	a	peasant	farmer	in	the	village.	In	the	midst	of	their	visit,	the	two	of	them	get	into	an	argument	about	whether	the	city	or	the	peasant	lifestyle	is	preferable.	The	elder	sister	suggests	that	city	life
boasts	better	clothes,	good	things	to	eat	and	drink,	and	various	entertainments,	such	as	the	theater.	The	younger	sister	replies	that	though	peasant	life	may	be	rough,	she	and	her	husband	are	free,	will	always	have	enough	to	eat,	and	are	not	tempted	by	the	devil	to	indulge	in	such	worldly	pursuits.Pahom,	the	husband	of	the	younger	sister,	enters	the
debate	and	suggests	that	the	charm	of	the	peasant	life	is	that	the	peasant	has	no	time	to	let	nonsense	settle	in	his	head.	The	one	drawback	of	peasant	life,	he	declares,	is	that	the	peasant	does	not	have	enough	land:	"If	I	had	plenty	of	land,	I	shouldn't	fear	the	Devil	himself!"	The	devil,	overhearing	this	boast,	decides	to	give	Pahom	his	wish,	seducing
him	with	the	extra	land	that	Pahom	thinks	will	give	him	security.Pahom's	first	opportunity	to	gain	extra	land	comes	when	a	lady	in	the	village	decides	to	sell	her	three	hundred	acres.	His	fellow	peasants	try	to	arrange	the	purchase	for	themselves	as	part	of	a	commune,	but	the	devil	sows	discord	among	them	and	individual	peasants	begin	to	buy	land.
Pahom	obtains	forty	acres	of	his	own.	This	pleases	him	initially,	but	soon	neighboring	peasants	allow	their	cows	to	stray	into	his	meadows	and	their	horses	among	his	corn,	and	he	must	seek	justice	from	the	district	court.	Not	only	does	he	fail	to	receive	recompense	for	the	damages	but	also	he	ruins	his	reputation	among	his	former	friends	and
neighbors;	his	extra	land	does	not	bring	him	security.Hearing	a	rumor	about	more	and	better	farmland	elsewhere,	he	decides	to	sell	his	land	and	move	his	family	to	a	new	location.	There	he	obtains	125	acres	and	is	ten	times	better	off	than	he	was	before,	and	he	is	very	pleased.	However,	he	soon	realizes	that	he	could	make	a	better	profit	with	more
land	on	which	to	sow	wheat.	He	makes	a	deal	to	obtain	thirteen	hundred	acres	from	a	peasant	in	financial	difficulty	for	one	thousand	rubles	and	has	all	but	clinched	it	when	he	hears	a	rumor	about	the	land	of	the	Bashkirs.	There,	a	tradesman	tells	him,	a	man	can	obtain	land	for	less	than	a	penny	an	acre,	simply	by	making	friends	with	the
chiefs.Fueled	by	the	desire	for	more,	cheaper,	and	better	land,	Pahom	seeks	directions	for	the	land	of	the	Bashkirs	and	leaves	on	a	journey	to	obtain	the	land	that	he	thinks	he	needs.	On	arrival,	he	distributes	gifts	to	the	Bashkir	leaders	and	finds	them	courteous	and	friendly.	He	explains	his	reasons	for	being	there	and,	after	some	deliberation,	they
offer	him	whatever	land	he	wants	for	one	thousand	rubles.	Pahom	is	pleased	but	concerned;	he	wants	boundaries,	deeds,	and	"official	sanction"	to	give	him	the	assurance	he	needs	that	they	or	their	children	will	never	reverse	their	decision.The	Bashkirs	agree	to	this	arrangement,	and	a	deal	is	struck.	Pahom	can	have	all	the	land	that	he	can	walk
around	in	a	day	for	one	thousand	rubles.	The	one	condition	is	that	if	he	does	not	return	on	the	same	day	to	the	spot	at	which	he	began,	the	money	will	be	lost.	The	night	before	his	fateful	walk,	Pahom	plans	his	strategy;	he	will	try	to	encircle	thirty-five	miles	of	land	and	then	sell	the	poorer	land	to	peasants	at	a	profit.	When	he	awakes	the	next	day,	he
is	met	by	the	man	whom	he	thought	was	the	chief	of	the	Bashkirs,	but	whom	he	recognizes	as	the	peasant	who	had	come	to	his	old	home	to	tell	him	of	lucrative	land	deals	available	elsewhere.	He	looks	again,	and	realizes	that	he	is	speaking	with	the	devil	himself.	He	dismisses	this	meeting	as	merely	a	dream	and	goes	about	his	walk.Pahom	starts	well,
but	he	tries	to	encircle	too	much	land,	and	by	midday	he	realizes	that	he	has	tried	to	create	too	big	a	circuit.	Though	afraid	of	death,	he	knows	that	his	only	chance	is	to	complete	the	circuit.	"There	is	plenty	of	land,"	he	says	to	himself,	"but	will	God	let	me	live	on	it?"	As	the	sun	comes	down,	Pahom	runs	with	all	his	remaining	strength	to	the	spot	where
he	began.	Reaching	it,	he	sees	the	chief	laughing	and	holding	his	sides;	he	remembers	his	dream	and	breathes	his	last	breath.	Pahom's	servant	picks	up	the	spade	with	which	Pahom	had	been	marking	his	land	and	digs	a	grave	in	which	to	bury	him:	"Six	feet	from	his	head	to	his	heels	was	all	he	needed."	How	Much	Land	Does	a	Man	Need?IAn	elder
sister	came	to	visit	her	younger	sister	in	the	country.The	elder	was	married	to	a	tradesman	in	town,	the	younger	to	apeasant	in	the	village.	As	the	sisters	sat	over	their	tea	talking,the	elder	began	to	boast	of	the	advantages	of	town	life:	saying	howcomfortably	they	lived	there,	how	well	they	dressed,	what	fineclothes	her	children	wore,	what	good	things
they	ate	and	drank,	andhow	she	went	to	the	theatre,	promenades,	and	entertainments.The	younger	sister	was	piqued,	and	in	turn	disparaged	the	life	of	atradesman,	and	stood	up	for	that	of	a	peasant.I	would	not	change	my	way	of	life	for	yours,	said	she.	We	maylive	roughly,	but	at	least	we	are	free	from	anxiety.	You	live	inbetter	style	than	we	do,	but
though	you	often	earn	more	than	youneed,	you	are	very	likely	to	lose	all	you	have.	You	know	the	proverb,Loss	and	gain	are	brothers	twain.	It	often	happens	that	people	whoare	wealthy	one	day	are	begging	their	bread	the	next.	Our	way	issafer.	Though	a	peasants	life	is	not	a	fat	one,	it	is	a	long	one.We	shall	never	grow	rich,	but	we	shall	always	have
enough	to	eat.The	elder	sister	said	sneeringly:Enough?	Yes,	if	you	like	to	share	with	the	pigs	and	the	calves!What	do	you	know	of	elegance	or	manners!	However	much	your	good	manmay	slave,	you	will	die	as	you	are	living-on	a	dung	heap-and	yourchildren	the	same.Well,	what	of	that?	replied	the	younger.	Of	course	our	work	isrough	and	coarse.	But,
on	the	other	hand,	it	is	sure;	and	we	neednot	bow	to	any	one.	But	you,	in	your	towns,	are	surrounded	bytemptations;	today	all	may	be	right,	but	tomorrow	the	Evil	One	maytempt	your	husband	with	cards,	wine,	or	women,	and	all	will	go	toruin.	Dont	such	things	happen	often	enough?Pahom,	the	master	of	the	house,	was	lying	on	the	top	of	the	oven,and
he	listened	to	the	womens	chatter.It	is	perfectly	true,	thought	he.	Busy	as	we	are	from	childhoodtilling	Mother	Earth,	we	peasants	have	no	time	to	let	any	nonsensesettle	in	our	heads.	Our	only	trouble	is	that	we	havent	landenough.	If	I	had	plenty	of	land,	I	shouldnt	fear	the	Devil	himself!The	women	finished	their	tea,	chatted	a	while	about	dress,	and
thencleared	away	the	tea-things	and	lay	down	to	sleep.But	the	Devil	had	been	sitting	behind	the	oven,	and	had	heard	allthat	was	said.	He	was	pleased	that	the	peasants	wife	had	led	herhusband	into	boasting,	and	that	he	had	said	that	if	he	had	plenty	ofland	he	would	not	fear	the	Devil	himself.All	right,	thought	the	Devil.	We	will	have	a	tussle.	Ill	give
youland	enough;	and	by	means	of	that	land	I	will	get	you	into	my	power.IIClose	to	the	village	there	lived	a	lady,	a	small	landowner,	who	hadan	estate	of	about	three	hundred	acres.	She	had	always	lived	ongood	terms	with	the	peasants,	until	she	engaged	as	her	steward	anold	soldier,	who	took	to	burdening	the	people	with	fines.	Howevercareful	Pahom
tried	to	be,	it	happened	again	and	again	that	now	ahorse	of	his	got	among	the	ladys	oats,	now	a	cow	strayed	into	hergarden,	now	his	calves	found	their	way	into	her	meadows-and	healways	had	to	pay	a	fine.Pahom	paid,	but	grumbled,	and,	going	home	in	a	temper,	was	roughwith	his	family.	All	through	that	summer	Pahom	had	much	troublebecause	of
this	steward;	and	he	was	even	glad	when	winter	came	andthe	cattle	had	to	be	stabled.	Though	he	grudged	the	fodder	whenthey	could	no	longer	graze	on	the	pasture-land,	at	least	he	was	freefrom	anxiety	about	them.In	the	winter	the	news	got	about	that	the	lady	was	going	to	sell	herland,	and	that	the	keeper	of	the	inn	on	the	high	road	was
bargainingfor	it.	When	the	peasants	heard	this	they	were	very	much	alarmed.Well,	thought	they,	if	the	innkeeper	gets	the	land	he	will	worry	uswith	fines	worse	than	the	ladys	steward.	We	all	depend	on	that	estate.So	the	peasants	went	on	behalf	of	their	Commune,	and	asked	the	ladynot	to	sell	the	land	to	the	innkeeper;	offering	her	a	better	pricefor	it
themselves.	The	lady	agreed	to	let	them	have	it.	Then	thepeasants	tried	to	arrange	for	the	Commune	to	buy	the	whole	estate,so	that	it	might	be	held	by	all	in	common.	They	met	twice	todiscuss	it,	but	could	not	settle	the	matter;	the	Evil	One	soweddiscord	among	them,	and	they	could	not	agree.	So	they	decided	tobuy	the	land	individually,	each
according	to	his	means;	and	the	ladyagreed	to	this	plan	as	she	had	to	the	other.Presently	Pahom	heard	that	a	neighbor	of	his	was	buying	fifty	acres,and	that	the	lady	had	consented	to	accept	one	half	in	cash	and	towait	a	year	for	the	other	half.	Pahom	felt	envious.Look	at	that,	thought	he,	the	land	is	all	being	sold,	and	I	shallget	none	of	it.	So	he	spoke
to	his	wife.Other	people	are	buying,	said	he,	and	we	must	also	buy	twentyacres	or	so.	Life	is	becoming	impossible.	That	steward	is	simplycrushing	us	with	his	fines.So	they	put	their	heads	together	and	considered	how	they	couldmanage	to	buy	it.	They	had	one	hundred	roubles	laid	by.	They	solda	colt,	and	one	half	of	their	bees;	hired	out	one	of	their
sons	as	alaborer,	and	took	his	wages	in	advance;	borrowed	the	rest	from	abrother-in-law,	and	so	scraped	together	half	the	purchase	money.Having	done	this,	Pahom	chose	out	a	farm	of	forty	acres,	some	of	itwooded,	and	went	to	the	lady	to	bargain	for	it.	They	came	to	anagreement,	and	he	shook	hands	with	her	upon	it,	and	paid	her	adeposit	in
advance.	Then	they	went	to	town	and	signed	the	deeds;	hepaying	half	the	price	down,	and	undertaking	to	pay	the	remainderwithin	two	years.So	now	Pahom	had	land	of	his	own.	He	borrowed	seed,	and	sowed	it	onthe	land	he	had	bought.	The	harvest	was	a	good	one,	and	within	ayear	he	had	managed	to	pay	off	his	debts	both	to	the	lady	and	to
hisbrother-in-law.	So	he	became	a	landowner,	ploughing	and	sowing	hisown	land,	making	hay	on	his	own	land,	cutting	his	own	trees,	andfeeding	his	cattle	on	his	own	pasture.	When	he	went	out	to	ploughhis	fields,	or	to	look	at	his	growing	corn,	or	at	his	grass	meadows,his	heart	would	fill	with	joy.	The	grass	that	grew	and	the	flowersthat	bloomed
there,	seemed	to	him	unlike	any	that	grew	elsewhere.Formerly,	when	he	had	passed	by	that	land,	it	had	appeared	the	sameas	any	other	land,	but	now	it	seemed	quite	different.IIISo	Pahom	was	well	contented,	and	everything	would	have	been	right	ifthe	neighboring	peasants	would	only	not	have	trespassed	on	his	corn-fields	and	meadows.	He	appealed
to	them	most	civilly,	but	theystill	went	on:	now	the	Communal	herdsmen	would	let	the	village	cowsstray	into	his	meadows;	then	horses	from	the	night	pasture	would	getamong	his	corn.	Pahom	turned	them	out	again	and	again,	and	forgavetheir	owners,	and	for	a	long	time	he	forbore	from	prosecuting	anyone.	But	at	last	he	lost	patience	and	complained
to	the	DistrictCourt.	He	knew	it	was	the	peasants	want	of	land,	and	no	evilintent	on	their	part,	that	caused	the	trouble;	but	he	thought:I	cannot	go	on	overlooking	it,	or	they	will	destroy	all	I	have.They	must	be	taught	a	lesson.So	he	had	them	up,	gave	them	one	lesson,	and	then	another,	and	twoor	three	of	the	peasants	were	fined.	After	a	time
Pahomsneighbours	began	to	bear	him	a	grudge	for	this,	and	would	now	andthen	let	their	cattle	on	his	land	on	purpose.	One	peasant	even	gotinto	Pahoms	wood	at	night	and	cut	down	five	young	lime	trees	fortheir	bark.	Pahom	passing	through	the	wood	one	day	noticedsomething	white.	He	came	nearer,	and	saw	the	stripped	trunks	lyingon	the	ground,
and	close	by	stood	the	stumps,	where	the	tree	hadbeen.	Pahom	was	furious.If	he	had	only	cut	one	here	and	there	it	would	have	been	bad	enough,thought	Pahom,	but	the	rascal	has	actually	cut	down	a	whole	clump.If	I	could	only	find	out	who	did	this,	I	would	pay	him	out.He	racked	his	brains	as	to	who	it	could	be.	Finally	he	decided:	Itmust	be	Simon-
no	one	else	could	have	done	it.	Se	he	went	toSimons	homestead	to	have	a	look	around,	but	he	found	nothing,	andonly	had	an	angry	scene.	However	he	now	felt	more	certain	thanever	that	Simon	had	done	it,	and	he	lodged	a	complaint.	Simon	wassummoned.	The	case	was	tried,	and	re-tried,	and	at	the	end	of	itall	Simon	was	acquitted,	there	being	no
evidence	against	him.	Pahomfelt	still	more	aggrieved,	and	let	his	anger	loose	upon	the	Elderand	the	Judges.You	let	thieves	grease	your	palms,	said	he.	If	you	were	honestfolk	yourselves,	you	would	not	let	a	thief	go	free.So	Pahom	quarrelled	with	the	Judges	and	with	his	neighbors.	Threatsto	burn	his	building	began	to	be	uttered.	So	though	Pahom	had
moreland,	his	place	in	the	Commune	was	much	worse	than	before.About	this	time	a	rumor	got	about	that	many	people	were	moving	tonew	parts.Theres	no	need	for	me	to	leave	my	land,	thought	Pahom.	But	someof	the	others	might	leave	our	village,	and	then	there	would	be	moreroom	for	us.	I	would	take	over	their	land	myself,	and	make	myestate	a
bit	bigger.	I	could	then	live	more	at	ease.	As	it	is,	Iam	still	too	cramped	to	be	comfortable.One	day	Pahom	was	sitting	at	home,	when	a	peasant	passing	throughthe	village,	happened	to	call	in.	He	was	allowed	to	stay	the	night,and	supper	was	given	him.	Pahom	had	a	talk	with	this	peasant	andasked	him	where	he	came	from.	The	stranger	answered	that
he	camefrom	beyond	the	Volga,	where	he	had	been	working.	One	word	led	toanother,	and	the	man	went	on	to	say	that	many	people	were	settlingin	those	parts.	He	told	how	some	people	from	his	village	hadsettled	there.	They	had	joined	the	Commune,	and	had	had	twenty-fiveacres	per	man	granted	them.	The	land	was	so	good,	he	said,	that	therye
sown	on	it	grew	as	high	as	a	horse,	and	so	thick	that	five	cutsof	a	sickle	made	a	sheaf.	One	peasant,	he	said,	had	brought	nothingwith	him	but	his	bare	hands,	and	now	he	had	six	horses	and	two	cowsof	his	own.Pahoms	heart	kindled	with	desire.	He	thought:Why	should	I	suffer	in	this	narrow	hole,	if	one	can	live	so	wellelsewhere?	I	will	sell	my	land	and
my	homestead	here,	and	with	themoney	I	will	start	afresh	over	there	and	get	everything	new.	Inthis	crowded	place	one	is	always	having	trouble.	But	I	must	firstgo	and	find	out	all	about	it	myself.Towards	summer	he	got	ready	and	started.	He	went	down	the	Volga	ona	steamer	to	Samara,	then	walked	another	three	hundred	miles	onfoot,	and	at	last
reached	the	place.	It	was	just	as	the	strangerhad	said.	The	peasants	had	plenty	of	land:	every	man	had	twenty-five	acres	of	Communal	land	given	him	for	his	use,	and	any	one	whohad	money	could	buy,	besides,	at	fifty-cents	an	acre	as	much	goodfreehold	land	as	he	wanted.Having	found	out	all	he	wished	to	know,	Pahom	returned	home	asautumn	came
on,	and	began	selling	off	his	belongings.	He	sold	hisland	at	a	profit,	sold	his	homestead	and	all	his	cattle,	andwithdrew	from	membership	of	the	Commune.	He	only	waited	till	thespring,	and	then	started	with	his	family	for	the	new	settlement.IVAs	soon	as	Pahom	and	his	family	arrived	at	their	new	abode,	heapplied	for	admission	into	the	Commune	of	a
large	village.	He	stoodtreat	to	the	Elders,	and	obtained	the	necessary	documents.	Fiveshares	of	Communal	land	were	given	him	for	his	own	and	his	sonsuse:	that	is	to	say125	acres	(not	altogether,	but	in	differentfields)	besides	the	use	of	the	Communal	pasture.	Pahom	put	up	thebuildings	he	needed,	and	bought	cattle.	Of	the	Communal	land	alonehe
had	three	times	as	much	as	at	his	former	home,	and	the	land	wasgood	corn-land.	He	was	ten	times	better	off	than	he	had	been.	Hehad	plenty	of	arable	land	and	pasturage,	and	could	keep	as	many	headof	cattle	as	he	liked.At	first,	in	the	bustle	of	building	and	settling	down,	Pahom	waspleased	with	it	all,	but	when	he	got	used	to	it	he	began	to	thinkthat
even	here	he	had	not	enough	land.	The	first	year,	he	sowedwheat	on	his	share	of	the	Communal	land,	and	had	a	good	crop.	Hewanted	to	go	on	sowing	wheat,	but	had	not	enough	Communal	land	forthe	purpose,	and	what	he	had	already	used	was	not	available;	for	inthose	parts	wheat	is	only	sown	on	virgin	soil	or	on	fallow	land.	Itis	sown	for	one	or	two
years,	and	then	the	land	lies	fallow	till	itis	again	overgrown	with	prairie	grass.	There	were	many	who	wantedsuch	land,	and	there	was	not	enough	for	all;	so	that	peoplequarrelled	about	it.	Those	who	were	better	off,	wanted	it	forgrowing	wheat,	and	those	who	were	poor,	wanted	it	to	let	to	dealers,so	that	they	might	raise	money	to	pay	their	taxes.
Pahom	wanted	tosow	more	wheat;	so	he	rented	land	from	a	dealer	for	a	year.	Hesowed	much	wheat	and	had	a	fine	crop,	but	the	land	was	too	far	fromthe	villagethe	wheat	had	to	be	carted	more	than	ten	miles.	Aftera	time	Pahom	noticed	that	some	peasant-dealers	were	living	onseparate	farms,	and	were	growing	wealthy;	and	he	thought:If	I	were	to
buy	some	freehold	land,	and	have	a	homestead	on	it,	itwould	be	a	different	thing,	altogether.	Then	it	would	all	be	niceand	compact.The	question	of	buying	freehold	land	recurred	to	him	again	and	again.He	went	on	in	the	same	way	for	three	years;	renting	land	and	sowingwheat.	The	seasons	turned	out	well	and	the	crops	were	good,	so	thathe	began	to
lay	money	by.	He	might	have	gone	on	living	contentedly,but	he	grew	tired	of	having	to	rent	other	peoples	land	every	year,and	having	to	scramble	for	it.	Wherever	there	was	good	land	to	behad,	the	peasants	would	rush	for	it	and	it	was	taken	up	at	once,	sothat	unless	you	were	sharp	about	it	you	got	none.	It	happened	inthe	third	year	that	he	and	a
dealer	together	rented	a	piece	ofpasture	land	from	some	peasants;	and	they	had	already	ploughed	itup,	when	there	was	some	dispute,	and	the	peasants	went	to	law	aboutit,	and	things	fell	out	so	that	the	labor	was	all	lost.If	it	were	my	own	land,	thought	Pahom,	I	should	be	independent,and	there	would	not	be	all	this	unpleasantness.So	Pahom	began
looking	out	for	land	which	he	could	buy;	and	he	cameacross	a	peasant	who	had	bought	thirteen	hundred	acres,	but	havinggot	into	difficulties	was	willing	to	sell	again	cheap.	Pahombargained	and	haggled	with	him,	and	at	last	they	settled	the	priceat	1,500	roubles,	part	in	cash	and	part	to	be	paid	later.	They	hadall	but	clinched	the	matter,	when	a
passing	dealer	happened	to	stopat	Pahoms	one	day	to	get	a	feed	for	his	horse.	He	drank	tea	withPahom,	and	they	had	a	talk.	The	dealer	said	that	he	was	justreturning	from	the	land	of	the	Bashkirs,	far	away,	where	he	hadbought	thirteen	thousand	acres	of	land	all	for	1,000	roubles.	Pahomquestioned	him	further,	and	the	tradesman	said:All	one	need
do	is	to	make	friends	with	the	chiefs.	I	gave	awayabout	one	hundred	roubles	worth	of	dressing-gowns	and	carpets,besides	a	case	of	tea,	and	I	gave	wine	to	those	who	would	drink	it;and	I	got	the	land	for	less	than	two	cents	an	acre.	And	he	showedPahom	the	title-deeds,	saying:The	land	lies	near	a	river,	and	the	whole	prairie	is	virgin	soil.Pahom	plied
him	with	questions,	and	the	tradesman	said:There	is	more	land	there	than	you	could	cover	if	you	walked	a	year,and	it	all	belongs	to	the	Bashkirs.	They	are	as	simple	as	sheep,and	land	can	be	got	almost	for	nothing.There	now,	thought	Pahom,	with	my	one	thousand	roubles,	whyshould	I	get	only	thirteen	hundred	acres,	and	saddle	myself	with	adebt
besides.	If	I	take	it	out	there,	I	can	get	more	than	ten	timesas	much	for	the	money.VPahom	inquired	how	to	get	to	the	place,	and	as	soon	as	the	tradesmanhad	left	him,	he	prepared	to	go	there	himself.	He	left	his	wife	tolook	after	the	homestead,	and	started	on	his	journey	taking	his	manwith	him.	They	stopped	at	a	town	on	their	way,	and	bought	a	case
oftea,	some	wine,	and	other	presents,	as	the	tradesman	had	advised.On	and	on	they	went	until	they	had	gone	more	than	three	hundredmiles,	and	on	the	seventh	day	they	came	to	a	place	where	theBashkirs	had	pitched	their	tents.	It	was	all	just	as	the	tradesmanhad	said.	The	people	lived	on	the	steppes,	by	a	river,	in	felt-covered	tents.	They	neither
tilled	the	ground,	nor	ate	bread.Their	cattle	and	horses	grazed	in	herds	on	the	steppe.	The	coltswere	tethered	behind	the	tents,	and	the	mares	were	driven	to	themtwice	a	day.	The	mares	were	milked,	and	from	the	milk	kumiss	wasmade.	It	was	the	women	who	prepared	kumiss,	and	they	also	madecheese.	As	far	as	the	men	were	concerned,	drinking
kumiss	and	tea,eating	mutton,	and	playing	on	their	pipes,	was	all	they	cared	about.They	were	all	stout	and	merry,	and	all	the	summer	long	they	neverthought	of	doing	any	work.	They	were	quite	ignorant,	and	knew	noRussian,	but	were	good-natured	enough.As	soon	as	they	saw	Pahom,	they	came	out	of	their	tents	and	gatheredround	their	visitor.	An
interpreter	was	found,	and	Pahom	told	themhe	had	come	about	some	land.	The	Bashkirs	seemed	very	glad;	theytook	Pahom	and	led	him	into	one	of	the	best	tents,	where	they	madehim	sit	on	some	down	cushions	placed	on	a	carpet,	while	they	satround	him.	They	gave	him	tea	and	kumiss,	and	had	a	sheep	killed,and	gave	him	mutton	to	eat.	Pahom	took
presents	out	of	his	cart	anddistributed	them	among	the	Bashkirs,	and	divided	amongst	them	thetea.	The	Bashkirs	were	delighted.	They	talked	a	great	deal	amongthemselves,	and	then	told	the	interpreter	to	translate.They	wish	to	tell	you,	said	the	interpreter,	that	they	like	you,and	that	it	is	our	custom	to	do	all	we	can	to	please	a	guest	and	torepay	him
for	his	gifts.	You	have	given	us	presents,	now	tell	uswhich	of	the	things	we	possess	please	you	best,	that	we	may	presentthem	to	you.What	pleases	me	best	here,	answered	Pahom,	is	your	land.	Ourland	is	crowded,	and	the	soil	is	exhausted;	but	you	have	plenty	ofland	and	it	is	good	land.	I	never	saw	the	like	of	it.The	interpreter	translated.	The	Bashkirs
talked	among	themselvesfor	a	while.	Pahom	could	not	understand	what	they	were	saying,	butsaw	that	they	were	much	amused,	and	that	they	shouted	and	laughed.Then	they	were	silent	and	looked	at	Pahom	while	the	interpreter	said:They	wish	me	to	tell	you	that	in	return	for	your	presents	they	willgladly	give	you	as	much	land	as	you	want.	You	have
only	to	point	itout	with	your	hand	and	it	is	yours.The	Bashkirs	talked	again	for	a	while	and	began	to	dispute.	Pahomasked	what	they	were	disputing	about,	and	the	interpreter	told	himthat	some	of	them	thought	they	ought	to	ask	their	Chief	about	theland	and	not	act	in	his	absence,	while	others	thought	there	was	noneed	to	wait	for	his	return.VIWhile
the	Bashkirs	were	disputing,	a	man	in	a	large	fox-fur	capappeared	on	the	scene.	They	all	became	silent	and	rose	to	theirfeet.	The	interpreter	said,	This	is	our	Chief	himself.Pahom	immediately	fetched	the	best	dressing-gown	and	five	pounds	oftea,	and	offered	these	to	the	Chief.	The	Chief	accepted	them,	andseated	himself	in	the	place	of	honour.	The
Bashkirs	at	once	begantelling	him	something.	The	Chief	listened	for	a	while,	then	made	asign	with	his	head	for	them	to	be	silent,	and	addressing	himself	toPahom,	said	in	Russian:Well,	let	it	be	so.	Choose	whatever	piece	of	land	you	like;	wehave	plenty	of	it.How	can	I	take	as	much	as	I	like?	thought	Pahom.	I	must	get	adeed	to	make	it	secure,	or	else
they	may	say,	It	is	yours,	andafterwards	may	take	it	away	again.Thank	you	for	your	kind	words,	he	said	aloud.	You	have	muchland,	and	I	only	want	a	little.	But	I	should	like	to	be	sure	whichbit	is	mine.	Could	it	not	be	measured	and	made	over	to	me?	Life	anddeath	are	in	Gods	hands.	You	good	people	give	it	to	me,	but	yourchildren	might	wish	to	take	it
away	again.You	are	quite	right,	said	the	Chief.	We	will	make	it	over	to	you.I	heard	that	a	dealer	had	been	here,	continued	Pahom,	and	thatyou	gave	him	a	little	land,	too,	and	signed	title-deeds	to	thateffect.	I	should	like	to	have	it	done	in	the	same	way.The	Chief	understood.Yes,	replied	he,	that	can	be	done	quite	easily.	We	have	a	scribe,and	we	will	go
to	town	with	you	and	have	the	deed	properly	sealed.And	what	will	be	the	price?	asked	Pahom.Our	price	is	always	the	same:	one	thousand	roubles	a	day.Pahom	did	not	understand.A	day?	What	measure	is	that?	How	many	acres	would	that	be?We	do	not	know	how	to	reckon	it	out,	said	the	Chief.	We	sell	itby	the	day.	As	much	as	you	can	go	round	on
your	feet	in	a	day	isyours,	and	the	price	is	one	thousand	roubles	a	day.Pahom	was	surprised.But	in	a	day	you	can	get	round	a	large	tract	of	land,	he	said.The	Chief	laughed.It	will	all	be	yours!	said	he.	But	there	is	one	condition:	Ifyou	dont	return	on	the	same	day	to	the	spot	whence	you	started,your	money	is	lost.But	how	am	I	to	mark	the	way	that	I
have	gone?Why,	we	shall	go	to	any	spot	you	like,	and	stay	there.	You	muststart	from	that	spot	and	make	your	round,	taking	a	spade	with	you.Wherever	you	think	necessary,	make	a	mark.	At	every	turning,	dig	ahole	and	pile	up	the	turf;	then	afterwards	we	will	go	round	with	aplough	from	hole	to	hole.	You	may	make	as	large	a	circuit	as	youplease,	but
before	the	sun	sets	you	must	return	to	the	place	youstarted	from.	All	the	land	you	cover	will	be	yours.Pahom	was	delighted.	It-was	decided	to	start	early	next	morning.They	talked	a	while,	and	after	drinking	some	more	kumiss	and	eatingsome	more	mutton,	they	had	tea	again,	and	then	the	night	came	on.They	gave	Pahom	a	feather-bed	to	sleep	on,	and
the	Bashkirsdispersed	for	the	night,	promising	to	assemble	the	next	morning	atdaybreak	and	ride	out	before	sunrise	to	the	appointed	spot.VIIPahom	lay	on	the	feather-bed,	but	could	not	sleep.	He	kept	thinkingabout	the	land.What	a	large	tract	I	will	mark	off!	thought	he.	I	can	easily	gothirty-five	miles	in	a	day.	The	days	are	long	now,	and	within
acircuit	of	thirty-five	miles	what	a	lot	of	land	there	will	be!	Iwill	sell	the	poorer	land,	or	let	it	to	peasants,	but	Ill	pick	outthe	best	and	farm	it.	I	will	buy	two	ox-teams,	and	hire	two	morelaborers.	About	a	hundred	and	fifty	acres	shall	be	plough-land,	andI	will	pasture	cattle	on	the	rest.Pahom	lay	awake	all	night,	and	dozed	off	only	just	before	dawn.Hardly
were	his	eyes	closed	when	he	had	a	dream.	He	thought	he	waslying	in	that	same	tent,	and	heard	somebody	chuckling	outside.	Hewondered	who	it	could	be,	and	rose	and	went	out,	and	he	saw	theBashkir	Chief	sitting	in	front	of	the	tent	holding	his	side	androlling	about	with	laughter.	Going	nearer	to	the	Chief,	Pahomasked:	What	are	you	laughing	at?
But	he	saw	that	it	was	no	longerthe	Chief,	but	the	dealer	who	had	recently	stopped	at	his	house	andhad	told	him	about	the	land.	Just	as	Pahom	was	going	to	ask,	Haveyou	been	here	long?	he	saw	that	it	was	not	the	dealer,	but	thepeasant	who	had	come	up	from	the	Volga,	long	ago,	to	Pahoms	oldhome.	Then	he	saw	that	it	was	not	the	peasant	either,
but	the	Devilhimself	with	hoofs	and	horns,	sitting	there	and	chuckling,	andbefore	him	lay	a	man	barefoot,	prostrate	on	the	ground,	with	onlytrousers	and	a	shirt	on.	And	Pahom	dreamt	that	he	looked	moreattentively	to	see	what	sort	of	a	man	it	was	lying	there,	and	he	sawthat	the	man	was	dead,	and	that	it	was	himself!	He	awoke	horror-struck.What
things	one	does	dream,	thought	he.Looking	round	he	saw	through	the	open	door	that	the	dawn	was	breaking.Its	time	to	wake	them	up,	thought	he.	We	ought	to	be	starting.He	got	up,	roused	his	man	(who	was	sleeping	in	his	cart),	bade	himharness;	and	went	to	call	the	Bashkirs.Its	time	to	go	to	the	steppe	to	measure	the	land,	he	said.The	Bashkirs
rose	and	assembled,	and	the	Chief	came,	too.	Then	theybegan	drinking	kumiss	again,	and	offered	Pahom	some	tea,	but	hewould	not	wait.If	we	are	to	go,	let	us	go.	It	is	high	time,	said	he.VIIIThe	Bashkirs	got	ready	and	they	all	started:	some	mounted	on	horses,and	some	in	carts.	Pahom	drove	in	his	own	small	cart	with	hisservant,	and	took	a	spade	with
him.	When	they	reached	the	steppe,the	morning	red	was	beginning	to	kindle.	They	ascended	a	hillock(called	by	the	Bashkirs	a	shikhan)	and	dismounting	from	their	cartsand	their	horses,	gathered	in	one	spot.	The	Chief	came	up	to	Pahomand	stretched	out	his	arm	towards	the	plain:See,	said	he,	all	this,	as	far	as	your	eye	can	reach,	is	ours.You	may
have	any	part	of	it	you	like.Pahoms	eyes	glistened:	it	was	all	virgin	soil,	as	flat	as	the	palmof	your	hand,	as	black	as	the	seed	of	a	poppy,	and	in	the	hollowsdifferent	kinds	of	grasses	grew	breast	high.The	Chief	took	off	his	fox-fur	cap,	placed	it	on	the	ground	and	said:This	will	be	the	mark.	Start	from	here,	and	return	here	again.All	the	land	you	go	round
shall	be	yours.Pahom	took	out	his	money	and	put	it	on	the	cap.	Then	he	took	offhis	outer	coat,	remaining	in	his	sleeveless	under	coat.	Heunfastened	his	girdle	and	tied	it	tight	below	his	stomach,	put	alittle	bag	of	bread	into	the	breast	of	his	coat,	and	tying	a	flaskof	water	to	his	girdle,	he	drew	up	the	tops	of	his	boots,	took	thespade	from	his	man,	and
stood	ready	to	start.	He	considered	forsome	moments	which	way	he	had	better	goit	was	tempting	everywhere.No	matter,	he	concluded,	I	will	go	towards	the	rising	sun.He	turned	his	face	to	the	east,	stretched	himself,	and	waited	forthe	sun	to	appear	above	the	rim.I	must	lose	no	time,	he	thought,	and	it	is	easier	walking	whileit	is	still	cool.The	suns
rays	had	hardly	flashed	above	the	horizon,	before	Pahom,carrying	the	spade	over	his	shoulder,	went	down	into	the	steppe.Pahom	started	walking	neither	slowly	nor	quickly.	After	having	gonea	thousand	yards	he	stopped,	dug	a	hole	and	placed	pieces	of	turfone	on	another	to	make	it	more	visible.	Then	he	went	on;	and	nowthat	he	had	walked	off	his
stiffness	he	quickened	his	pace.	After	awhile	he	dug	another	hole.Pahom	looked	back.	The	hillock	could	be	distinctly	seen	in	thesunlight,	with	the	people	on	it,	and	the	glittering	tires	of	thecartwheels.	At	a	rough	guess	Pahom	concluded	that	he	had	walkedthree	miles.	It	was	growing	warmer;	he	took	off	his	under-coat,flung	it	across	his	shoulder,	and
went	on	again.	It	had	grown	quitewarm	now;	he	looked	at	the	sun,	it	was	time	to	think	of	breakfast.The	first	shift	is	done,	but	there	are	four	in	a	day,	and	it	is	toosoon	yet	to	turn.	But	I	will	just	take	off	my	boots,	said	he	to	himself.He	sat	down,	took	off	his	boots,	stuck	them	into	his	girdle,	and	went	on.It	was	easy	walking	now.I	will	go	on	for	another
three	miles,	thought	he,	and	then	turnto	the	left.	The	spot	is	so	fine,	that	it	would	be	a	pity	to	loseit.	The	further	one	goes,	the	better	the	land	seems.He	went	straight	on	a	for	a	while,	and	when	he	looked	round,	thehillock	was	scarcely	visible	and	the	people	on	it	looked	like	blackants,	and	he	could	just	see	something	glistening	there	in	the	sun.Ah,
thought	Pahom,	I	have	gone	far	enough	in	this	direction,	itis	time	to	turn.	Besides	I	am	in	a	regular	sweat,	and	very	thirsty.He	stopped,	dug	a	large	hole,	and	heaped	up	pieces	of	turf.	Next	heuntied	his	flask,	had	a	drink,	and	then	turned	sharply	to	the	left.He	went	on	and	on;	the	grass	was	high,	and	it	was	very	hot.Pahom	began	to	grow	tired:	he
looked	at	the	sun	and	saw	that	it	was	noon.Well,	he	thought,	I	must	have	a	rest.He	sat	down,	and	ate	some	bread	and	drank	some	water;	but	he	did	notlie	down,	thinking	that	if	he	did	he	might	fall	asleep.	Aftersitting	a	little	while,	he	went	on	again.	At	first	he	walkedeasily:	the	food	had	strengthened	him;	but	it	had	become	terriblyhot,	and	he	felt
sleepy;	still	he	went	on,	thinking:	An	hour	tosuffer,	a	life-time	to	live.He	went	a	long	way	in	this	direction	also,	and	was	about	to	turn	tothe	left	again,	when	he	perceived	a	damp	hollow:	It	would	be	a	pityto	leave	that	out,	he	thought.	Flax	would	do	well	there.	So	hewent	on	past	the	hollow,	and	dug	a	hole	on	the	other	side	of	itbefore	he	turned	the
corner.	Pahom	looked	towards	the	hillock.	Theheat	made	the	air	hazy:	it	seemed	to	be	quivering,	and	through	thehaze	the	people	on	the	hillock	could	scarcely	be	seen.Ah!	thought	Pahom,	I	have	made	the	sides	too	long;	I	must	makethis	one	shorter.	And	he	went	along	the	third	side,	steppingfaster.	He	looked	at	the	sun:	it	was	nearly	half	way	to
thehorizon,	and	he	had	not	yet	done	two	miles	of	the	third	side	of	thesquare.	He	was	still	ten	miles	from	the	goal.No,	he	thought,	though	it	will	make	my	land	lopsided,	I	musthurry	back	in	a	straight	line	now.	I	might	go	too	far,	and	as	it	isI	have	a	great	deal	of	land.So	Pahom	hurriedly	dug	a	hole,	and	turned	straight	towards	the	hillock.IXPahom	went
straight	towards	the	hillock,	but	he	now	walked	withdifficulty.	He	was	done	up	with	the	heat,	his	bare	feet	were	cutand	bruised,	and	his	legs	began	to	fail.	He	longed	to	rest,	but	itwas	impossible	if	he	meant	to	get	back	before	sunset.	The	sun	waitsfor	no	man,	and	it	was	sinking	lower	and	lower.Oh	dear,	he	thought,	if	only	I	have	not	blundered	trying
for	toomuch!	What	if	I	am	too	late?He	looked	towards	the	hillock	and	at	the	sun.	He	was	still	far	fromhis	goal,	and	the	sun	was	already	near	the	rim.	Pahom	walked	on	andon;	it	was	very	hard	walking,	but	he	went	quicker	and	quicker.	Hepressed	on,	but	was	still	far	from	the	place.	He	began	running,threw	away	his	coat,	his	boots,	his	flask,	and	his	cap,
and	keptonly	the	spade	which	he	used	as	a	support.What	shall	I	do,	he	thought	again,	I	have	grasped	too	much,	andruined	the	whole	affair.	I	cant	get	there	before	the	sun	sets.And	this	fear	made	him	still	more	breathless.	Pahom	went	onrunning,	his	soaking	shirt	and	trousers	stuck	to	him,	and	his	mouthwas	parched.	His	breast	was	working	like	a
blacksmiths	bellows,his	heart	was	beating	like	a	hammer,	and	his	legs	were	giving	way	asif	they	did	not	belong	to	him.	Pahom	was	seized	with	terror	lest	heshould	die	of	the	strain.Though	afraid	of	death,	he	could	not	stop.	After	having	run	allthat	way	they	will	call	me	a	fool	if	I	stop	now,	thought	he.	Andhe	ran	on	and	on,	and	drew	near	and	heard	the
Bashkirs	yelling	andshouting	to	him,	and	their	cries	inflamed	his	heart	still	more.	Hegathered	his	last	strength	and	ran	on.The	sun	was	close	to	the	rim,	and	cloaked	in	mist	looked	large,	andred	as	blood.	Now,	yes	now,	it	was	about	to	set!	The	sun	was	quitelow,	but	he	was	also	quite	near	his	aim.	Pahom	could	already	seethe	people	on	the	hillock
waving	their	arms	to	hurry	him	up.	Hecould	see	the	fox-fur	cap	on	the	ground,	and	the	money	on	it,	andthe	Chief	sitting	on	the	ground	holding	his	sides.	And	Pahomremembered	his	dream.There	is	plenty	of	land,	thought	he,	but	will	God	let	me	live	onit?	I	have	lost	my	life,	I	have	lost	my	life!	I	shall	never	reachthat	spot!Pahom	looked	at	the	sun,	which
had	reached	the	earth:	one	side	of	ithad	already	disappeared.	With	all	his	remaining	strength	he	rushedon,	bending	his	body	forward	so	that	his	legs	could	hardly	followfast	enough	to	keep	him	from	falling.	Just	as	he	reached	thehillock	it	suddenly	grew	dark.	He	looked	upthe	sun	had	alreadyset.	He	gave	a	cry:	All	my	labor	has	been	in	vain,	thought
he,and	was	about	to	stop,	but	he	heard	the	Bashkirs	still	shouting,	andremembered	that	though	to	him,	from	below,	the	sun	seemed	to	haveset,	they	on	the	hillock	could	still	see	it.	He	took	a	long	breathand	ran	up	the	hillock.	It	was	still	light	there.	He	reached	thetop	and	saw	the	cap.	Before	it	sat	the	Chief	laughing	and	holdinghis	sides.	Again	Pahom
remembered	his	dream,	and	he	uttered	a	cry:his	legs	gave	way	beneath	him,	he	fell	forward	and	reached	the	capwith	his	hands.Ah,	what	a	fine	fellow!	exclaimed	the	Chief.	He	has	gainedmuch	land!Pahoms	servant	came	running	up	and	tried	to	raise	him,	but	he	sawthat	blood	was	flowing	from	his	mouth.	Pahom	was	dead!The	Bashkirs	clicked	their
tongues	to	show	their	pity.His	servant	picked	up	the	spade	and	dug	a	grave	long	enough	forPahom	to	lie	in,	and	buried	him	in	it.	Six	feet	from	his	head	tohis	heels	was	all	he	needed.Footnotes:1.	One	hundred	kopeks	make	a	rouble.	The	kopek	is	worth	abouthalf	a	cent.2.	A	non-intoxicating	drink	usually	made	from	rye-malt	and	rye-flour.3.	The	brick
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that	guarantees	no	issues,	you	can	trust	us.	Just	like	the	many	content	students	whove	used	and	continue	to	download	and	utilize	our	free	essay	papers.	Why	should	you	get	free	essay	samples?	Youre	probably	silently	asking	why	its	necessary	to	download	a	free	essay/	writing.	You	do	not	have	to	be	among	such	students;	download	a	free	essay/	writing
online	and	use	it	as	a	learning	resource.	Here	are	six	reasons	why	students	download	a	free	essay/	writing.	An	essay	example	teaches	you	about	quality	issues,	e.g.,	grammar,	structure,	logic,	etc.	An	essay	example	can	help	you	sharpen	your	reading	skills.	Students	can	discover	how	to	make	smooth	transitions	in	their	work	with	a	help	of	these
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