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Getting	your	driver’s	license	in	Alberta	is	a	major	milestone,	but	the	process	can	seem	daunting	if	you’re	unfamiliar	with	the	steps	involved.	Whether	you’re	a	new	driver	or	moving	from	another	province	or	country,	this	“Drivers	License	in	Alberta	–	Step	by	Step	Guide	To	Get	It”	will	walk	you	through	the	process	of	obtaining	your	license	and
confidently	hitting	the	open	road.If	you’re	looking	to	get	behind	the	wheel	in	Alberta,	be	prepared	to	put	in	the	work.	The	province’s	graduated	licensing	system	means	you	must	prove	yourself	at	each	stage	before	earning	your	full	driver’s	license.	But	with	patience	and	practice,	you’ll	be	cruising	the	roads	in	no	time!So,	let’s	dive	into	the	details	and
get	you	one	step	closer	to	cruising	down	the	highway	with	your	very	own	driver’s	license	in	hand.An	Overview	of	Licensing	Rules	in	AlbertaGetting	your	driver’s	license	in	Alberta	is	a	rite	of	passage.	But	it’s	not	as	simple	as	hopping	behind	the	wheel	and	hitting	the	open	road.	There’s	a	whole	graduated	licensing	process	you’ve	got	to	go	through
first.Learner’s	–	Probationary	–	Full	LicenceIn	Alberta,	there	are	three	main	licensing	stages:	the	Learner’s	(Class	7)	Licence,	the	Probationary	(Class	5-GDL)	Licence,	and	the	Full	(Class	5)	Licence.	The	Learner’s	Licence	is	where	it	all	begins.	You’ve	got	to	be	at	least	14	years	old	and	pass	a	vision	and	knowledge	test.	With	this	licence,	you	can	only
drive	with	a	fully	licensed	driver	who’s	18	or	older.	After	you’ve	had	your	Learner	for	at	least	a	year,	you	can	take	a	road	test	to	get	your	Probationary	Licence.	This	lets	you	drive	independently	but	with	restrictions	like	zero	alcohol	and	only	one	passenger.	Finally,	after	two	years	of	safe	driving	on	your	Probationary,	you	can	take	another	road	test	to
get	your	Full	(Class	5)	Licence.	Congrats,	you’re	now	a	fully	licensed	Alberta	driver.How	to	Get	Your	Driver’s	Licence	in	AlbertaSo	you’re	ready	to	get	your	driver’s	licence	in	Alberta?	Whether	starting	from	scratch	or	coming	from	another	country,	here’s	what	you	need	to	know.Applying	for	a	Driver’s	Licence	in	Alberta	from	Scratch	as	a	NoviceIf
you’re	a	brand	new	driver,	your	journey	starts	with	getting	your	Learner’s	Licence.	First,	you’ve	got	to	be	at	least	14	years	old.	You’ll	need	to	pass	a	vision	test	and	a	knowledge	test	on	the	rules	of	the	road.	Once	you’ve	aced	those,	congrats	–	you’ve	got	your	Learner’s.	You	can	practice	driving	with	a	licensed	driver	at	least	18	years	old.	After	a	year	of
honing	your	skills,	you	can	take	a	road	test	to	level	up	your	Probationary	license.	This	lets	you	drive	solo	but	with	some	restrictions.	Two	years	of	safe	driving	later,	one	more	road	test,	and	you’ll	have	your	Full	Class	5	Licence.	Boom,	you’re	a	fully	licensed	Alberta	driver.Driving	Experience	From	Your	Home	CountryAlready	have	driving	experience
from	your	home	country?	You	might	be	able	to	skip	a	few	steps.	If	you’ve	got	a	valid	licence	from	a	reciprocal	country,	you	can	exchange	it	for	an	Alberta	licence.	No	knowledge	or	road	test	is	needed.	Are	you	coming	from	a	non-reciprocal	country?	You’ll	need	to	show	proof	of	your	driving	experience.	If	you	are	2+	years	old,	you	can	take	the	road	test
for	your	full	Class	5	Licence.	Less	than	two	years	of	experience	means	you’ll	start	at	the	Probationary	stage.	Still	beats	starting	from	square	one.Drivers	License	in	Alberta	–	Step-by-Step	Guide	To	Get	ItAlright,	let’s	break	this	down	into	a	step-by-step	guide.	Here’s	exactly	what	you	must	do	to	get	your	full	driver’s	license	in	Alberta.Pass	a	Vision
TestFirst	up	is	the	vision	test.	You’ve	got	to	prove	you	can	see	well	enough	to	drive	safely.	Head	to	any	Alberta	registry	agent	to	take	the	test.	They’ll	check	your	visual	acuity	and	field	of	vision.	If	you	need	glasses	or	contacts	to	pass,	no	worries	–	you’ll	need	to	wear	them	while	driving.	Easy	peasy.Pass	a	Road	TestNext,	it’s	time	to	show	off	your
driving	skills.	The	road	test	is	where	you	prove	you	can	handle	a	vehicle	safely	in	real-world	conditions.	You’ll	need	to	provide	a	safe	vehicle	for	the	test.	Ensure	it’s	in	good	working	order	and	has	valid	registration	and	insurance.	During	the	test,	the	examiner	will	examine	your	ability	to	control	the	vehicle,	follow	traffic	laws,	and	make	safe	decisions.
Parallel	parking,	hill	starts,	lane	changes	–	it’s	all	fair	game.	Pass	the	test,	and	congrats,	you’re	one	step	closer	to	that	full	license.Purchase	Your	Licence	CardYou	did	it.	You	passed	all	the	tests	and	jumped	through	all	the	hoops.	The	last	step	is	to	make	it	official	by	purchasing	your	license	card.	Return	to	the	registry	agent	to	pick	your	best	photo	and
pay	the	fee.	Prices	vary	based	on	the	class	and	length	of	your	licence.	And	just	like	that,	you’re	a	fully	licensed	driver	in	Alberta.	Just	remember,	with	great	horsepower	comes	great	responsibility.	Drive	safe	out	there.What	Is	the	Fee	Structure	for	a	Driver’s	Licence	in	AlbertaIn	Alberta,	getting	your	driver’s	licence	comes	with	a	price	tag.	The	cost
varies	depending	on	the	type	of	licence	you’re	after	and	how	long	you	want	it	to	last.If	you	opt	for	a	one-year	Class	5	licence,	be	prepared	to	shell	out	$21.45.	But	if	you	feel	committed,	a	five-year	term	will	set	you	back	$84.45.	Don’t	forget	to	factor	in	extra	fees	for	road	and	knowledge	tests.If	you’re	searching	for	an	air	brake	certificate,	be	prepared
to	open	your	wallet.	Enrolling	in	a	driver	training	program	at	a	licensed	school	will	also	cost	you.Honestly,	investing	in	quality	training	is	a	no-brainer.	It’s	not	just	about	acing	the	tests	–	it’s	about	building	a	strong	foundation	for	your	future	on	the	road.I	still	remember	the	thrill	of	getting	my	motorcycle	licence.	To	ensure	I	was	well-prepared,	I	opted
for	a	reputable	riding	school	with	instructors	who	knew	their	stuff.	It	was	a	great	decision	–	their	expertise	helped	me	build	my	skills	and	confidence.The	driver’s	guide	is	one	fantastic	resource	I’d	like	to	share	with	anyone	going	through	the	licensing	process.	This	treasure	trove	covers	everything	from	recognizing	road	signs	to	mastering	safe	driving
techniques,	making	it	an	invaluable	companion	for	your	journey.Understanding	the	costs	involved,	whether	starting	from	scratch	with	a	learner’s	licence	or	working	your	way	up	to	a	full	licence	as	a	probationary	driver,	is	essential	for	a	smooth	ride.To	confidently	cruise	Alberta’s	roads,	start	by	setting	aside	funds	for	necessary	fees	and	investing	in
top-notch	training	–	you’ll	be	on	the	fast	track	to	becoming	a	skilled	driver.What	You	Need	to	Know	About	Driving	in	AlbertaFrom	Calgary	to	Edmonton,	driving	in	Alberta	means	staying	on	top	of	the	rules	and	regulations	that	govern	the	road.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	driver	or	just	getting	started,	knowing	what’s	required	to	stay	safe	and	compliant
is	essential.If	you’re	still	in	your	teens,	don’t	consider	applying	for	your	license	without	your	guardian’s	consent.	It’s	a	necessary	backup	plan	to	ensure	you’ve	got	someone	in	your	corner	as	a	young	driver.Hold	the	keys	to	a	single	motor	vehicle	with	a	Class	5	licence,	and	you’ll	be	cruising	quickly.	That	means	you	can	easily	get	behind	the	wheel	of	a
car	or	light	truck.	But,	if	you’ve	got	your	heart	set	on	towing	a	trailer	or	hitting	the	open	road	in	a	motorhome,	there’s	more	to	the	story.To	take	your	driving	skills	to	the	next	level	and	land	a	commercial	licence,	you’ll	need	to	clear	a	few	hurdles.	That	means	enrolling	in	a	reputable	driver	training	program	and	taking	a	brake	certificate	test	if	you	plan
to	operate	air-brake-equipped	vehicles.Having	graduated	from	the	driver	licensing	program	myself,	I’ve	learned	that	patience	is	key.	It’s	not	a	race	to	get	your	license	but	rather	a	journey	to	master	the	skills	and	knowledge	that	come	with	being	a	safe	driver.In	Alberta,	traffic	violations	come	with	a	price—literally.	Every	time	you	break	the	rules	of	the
road,	you’ll	accumulate	demerit	points.	Rack	up	too	many,	and	your	license	could	be	suspended	or	revoked.Staying	safe	on	the	road	means	being	mindful	of	your	driving	habits.	That	means	buckling	up,	sticking	to	the	speed	limit,	and	avoiding	the	wheel	after	a	few	drinks	or	taking	medications	that	can	impair	judgment.As	of	April	1,	2023,	a	significant
shift	occurred	in	Alberta’s	driver	licensing	system.	The	most	notable	change	is	eliminating	the	advanced	road	test	requirement	to	graduate	from	the	GDL	program.	Now,	drivers	can	seamlessly	transition	to	an	entire	Class	5	licence	after	completing	at	least	two	years	in	the	GDL	program,	provided	they’ve	maintained	a	suspension-free	and	demerit-free
record	for	the	past	12	months.Before	calling	yourself	a	seasoned	pro,	you	must	put	in	the	time	and	effort	to	develop	your	driving	skills.	Enrolling	in	a	driver	training	program	can	be	a	huge	confidence	booster	and	help	you	prepare	for	unexpected	driving	situations	in	different	conditions.Let’s	face	it:	driving	is	a	privilege	we	should	never	take	for
granted.	To	keep	our	roads	safe,	we	must	stay	informed,	follow	the	rules,	and	keep	our	driving	skills	sharp	–	the	least	we	can	do	for	ourselves	and	others	on	the	road.	Are	you	planning	to	get	your	driving	license	in	Alberta?	Congratulations	on	taking	the	first	step	towards	independence	and	freedom	on	the	road!	However,	the	process	of	obtaining	a
driver’s	license	can	be	confusing,	especially	for	newcomers	to	the	province.	That’s	why	we	have	created	this	Alberta	Driving	License	Complete	Guide	to	help	you	navigate	through	the	process.	In	this	guide,	you	will	find	information	on	the	types	of	licenses	available	in	Alberta,	eligibility	requirements,	how	to	apply	for	a	license,	fees	involved,	and	tips
for	passing	the	road	test.	Whether	you	are	a	new	driver,	a	newcomer	to	the	province,	or	someone	who	needs	to	renew	their	license,	this	guide	will	provide	you	with	all	the	necessary	information	to	ensure	a	smooth	and	successful	licensing	experience.	So,	let’s	get	started!	Types	of	Licenses	Available	in	Alberta	Whether	you’re	looking	to	hit	the	open
road	or	just	need	to	get	around	town,	knowing	the	different	types	of	licenses	available	can	help	you	make	the	most	of	your	driving	experience.	In	Alberta,	there	are	three	types	of	licenses	available:	Class	7	learner’s	license,	Class	5	basic	license,	and	Class	6	motorcycle	license.	Each	license	differs	in	terms	of	age	requirements,	testing,	and	restrictions.
The	Class	7	learner’s	license	is	for	those	who	are	learning	to	drive.	You	can	be	as	young	as	14	years	old	to	obtain	this	license,	but	you	have	to	pass	a	knowledge	test	to	get	it.	With	this	license,	you	can	only	drive	with	a	fully	licensed	driver	who	has	been	driving	for	at	least	three	years.	The	Class	5	basic	license	is	the	most	common	type	of	license	and
allows	you	to	drive	a	car	or	light	truck.	You	need	to	be	at	least	16	years	old	to	obtain	this	license	and	pass	a	road	test.	The	Class	6	motorcycle	license	allows	you	to	drive	a	motorcycle	or	scooter.	You	need	to	be	at	least	16	years	old	to	obtain	this	license	and	pass	a	road	test.	Eligibility	Requirements	Are	you	eligible	to	obtain	a	driver’s	license	in	Alberta?
Find	out	the	requirements	you	need	to	meet	in	order	to	hit	the	road	legally.	Firstly,	you	must	be	at	least	16	years	of	age	to	apply	for	a	Class	7	learner’s	license,	which	allows	you	to	drive	with	a	supervising	driver.	If	you’re	under	18,	you	must	have	a	parent	or	guardian’s	consent	to	apply.	In	addition	to	age	requirements,	you	must	also	pass	a	vision	test
and	knowledge	test	to	obtain	a	learner’s	license.	To	upgrade	to	a	Class	5	basic	license,	which	allows	you	to	drive	independently,	you	must	hold	your	learner’s	license	for	at	least	one	year	and	pass	a	road	test.	To	apply	for	a	Class	5	basic	license,	you	must	have	no	outstanding	fines	or	suspensions	on	your	driving	record,	and	you	must	pass	a	road	test.	If
you’re	a	new	resident	of	Alberta,	you	may	be	required	to	provide	proof	of	your	driving	history	from	your	previous	jurisdiction.	It’s	important	to	review	all	eligibility	requirements	before	applying	for	a	license	to	ensure	that	you	meet	all	necessary	criteria.	Applying	for	a	License	Ready	to	hit	the	road?	Here’s	how	you	can	obtain	the	necessary
documentation	to	legally	operate	a	motor	vehicle	in	no	time!	To	apply	for	a	driver’s	license	in	Alberta,	you	must	first	pass	a	written	knowledge	test,	followed	by	a	road	test.	Here’s	a	step-by-step	guide	to	getting	your	Alberta	driver’s	license:	Visit	a	registry	agent	office:	You	can	find	a	registry	agent	office	near	you	by	checking	online	or	asking	your	local
government	office.	Once	you	get	there,	you’ll	need	to	fill	out	an	application	form	and	provide	a	proof	of	identity,	such	as	a	passport,	birth	certificate,	or	permanent	resident	card.	Take	the	knowledge	test:	After	submitting	your	application,	you’ll	need	to	take	a	written	knowledge	test	on	traffic	rules	and	regulations.	The	test	consists	of	30	multiple-
choice	questions,	and	you	must	score	at	least	25	correct	answers	to	pass.	Take	the	road	test:	Once	you’ve	passed	the	knowledge	test,	you’ll	need	to	schedule	a	road	test	at	an	authorized	testing	center.	During	the	test,	an	examiner	will	evaluate	your	driving	skills,	including	your	ability	to	control	the	vehicle,	follow	traffic	rules,	and	make	safe	decisions.
By	following	these	steps,	you’ll	be	well	on	your	way	to	getting	your	Alberta	driver’s	license.	Remember	to	practice	safe	driving	habits	and	always	follow	the	rules	of	the	road.	Good	luck!	Fees	Involved	You’ll	love	finding	out	about	the	fees	involved	in	obtaining	your	driver’s	license	in	this	section!	As	with	any	government	service,	there	are	fees
associated	with	getting	your	Alberta	driver’s	license.	The	fees	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	license	you	are	applying	for	and	the	length	of	time	you	want	it	to	be	valid.	To	give	you	an	idea	of	the	fees	involved,	here	is	a	table	outlining	the	costs	for	each	type	of	license	and	the	length	of	time	it	will	be	valid	for:	License	Type	1	Year	2	Years	3	Years	4	Years
5	Years	Class	1	$93.00	$166.00	$239.00	$312.00	$385.00	Class	2	$93.00	$166.00	$239.00	$312.00	$385.00	Class	3	$84.00	$151.00	$218.00	$285.00	$352.00	Class	4	$84.00	$151.00	$218.00	$285.00	$352.00	Class	5	$84.00	$151.00	$218.00	$285.00	$352.00	It’s	important	to	note	that	these	fees	are	subject	to	change,	so	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to
check	the	Alberta	government	website	for	the	most	up-to-date	information.	Additionally,	there	may	be	additional	fees	for	things	like	road	tests	or	medical	exams,	so	be	sure	to	factor	those	into	your	budget	as	well.	Tips	for	Passing	the	Road	Test	To	pass	your	road	test	in	Alberta,	there	are	a	few	key	things	you	need	to	keep	in	mind.	First	and	foremost,
practice	driving	as	much	as	you	can.	Knowing	the	rules	of	the	road	is	also	crucial,	so	make	sure	to	study	them	thoroughly	before	your	test.	And	finally,	it’s	important	to	stay	calm	and	focused	during	the	test	itself.	Remember	these	tips	and	you’ll	be	on	your	way	to	getting	your	Alberta	driver’s	license.	Practice	Driving	If	you’re	planning	on	hitting	the
road	soon,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	practice	driving	as	much	as	possible.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help	you	make	the	most	out	of	your	practice	time:	Practice	in	different	weather	conditions.	Alberta	weather	can	be	unpredictable,	so	it’s	important	to	practice	driving	in	different	weather	conditions	such	as	rain,	snow,	and	fog.	This	will	help	you	become	more
comfortable	and	confident	when	driving	in	adverse	weather	conditions.	Practice	on	different	types	of	roads.	Alberta’s	roads	vary	from	highways	to	rural	roads	with	sharp	turns	and	steep	hills.	It’s	important	to	practice	on	different	types	of	roads	to	help	you	become	more	comfortable	and	confident	when	driving	in	different	situations.	Practice	with	a
licensed	driver.	It’s	important	to	have	a	licensed	driver	with	you	when	practicing.	They	can	provide	you	with	guidance	and	feedback	to	help	you	improve	your	driving	skills.	Remember,	the	more	practice	you	get,	the	more	comfortable	and	confident	you’ll	become	behind	the	wheel.	So,	take	your	time	and	practice	as	much	as	possible	before	taking	your
road	test.	Know	the	Rules	of	the	Road	Knowing	the	rules	of	the	road	is	essential	for	drivers	to	navigate	and	maneuver	through	different	driving	situations.	It	not	only	keeps	the	driver	safe	but	also	ensures	the	safety	of	other	drivers	and	pedestrians.	As	a	new	driver	in	Alberta,	it’s	important	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	rules	of	the	road	before	taking
your	road	test.	Some	of	the	essential	rules	include	knowing	the	speed	limits,	traffic	signs,	and	signals.	For	example,	different	speed	limits	apply	on	different	roads,	and	it’s	important	to	adhere	to	these	limits	to	avoid	accidents.	Traffic	signs	and	signals,	such	as	stop	signs,	yield	signs,	and	traffic	lights,	indicate	different	instructions	that	drivers	must
obey.	Additionally,	it’s	important	to	know	the	right-of-way	rules,	which	determine	who	has	the	right	to	proceed	in	a	given	situation.	Knowing	these	rules	will	help	you	make	informed	decisions	while	driving	and	avoid	being	involved	in	accidents.	Stay	Calm	and	Focused	Now	that	you	know	the	rules	of	the	road,	it’s	time	to	focus	on	staying	calm	and
focused	while	driving.	Driving	can	be	stressful,	especially	in	busy	areas	or	during	rush	hour,	but	it’s	important	to	keep	a	level	head	to	ensure	your	safety	and	the	safety	of	those	around	you.	One	way	to	stay	calm	and	focused	while	driving	is	to	practice	deep	breathing	techniques.	When	you	feel	yourself	getting	overwhelmed	or	anxious,	take	a	few	deep
breaths	to	calm	your	nerves.	Additionally,	it’s	important	to	eliminate	any	distractions	while	driving.	This	means	putting	away	your	phone,	avoiding	eating	or	drinking	while	driving,	and	keeping	the	volume	on	your	radio	at	a	reasonable	level.	By	eliminating	distractions,	you	can	maintain	your	focus	on	the	road	ahead	and	react	quickly	to	any	potential
hazards.	Remember,	staying	calm	and	focused	while	driving	is	essential	for	a	safe	and	enjoyable	driving	experience.	Transferring	Your	License	from	Another	Province	or	Country	If	you’re	moving	to	Alberta	from	another	province	or	country,	you’ll	need	to	transfer	your	driver’s	license.	To	do	this,	you’ll	need	to	provide	the	required	documentation.	This
can	include	your	current	driver’s	license,	passport	or	birth	certificate,	and	proof	of	residency.	You	may	also	need	to	take	a	knowledge	and/or	road	test,	depending	on	your	previous	driving	experience	and	the	jurisdiction	you’re	coming	from.	Be	aware	that	there	are	fees	involved	in	transferring	your	license,	so	be	sure	to	budget	accordingly.	Required
Documentation	You’ll	need	to	have	all	the	necessary	documents	with	you	when	applying	for	your	driver’s	license	in	Alberta.	First,	you’ll	need	to	provide	proof	of	your	identity,	such	as	a	valid	passport	or	a	birth	certificate.	If	you’re	a	permanent	resident	or	a	citizen	of	Canada,	you’ll	also	need	to	show	your	Canadian	citizenship	or	immigration
documents.	Additionally,	you’ll	need	to	provide	proof	of	your	residency	in	Alberta,	such	as	a	utility	bill	or	a	lease	agreement.	If	you’re	a	student,	you	can	provide	your	school	enrollment	documents.	Finally,	you’ll	need	to	provide	a	valid	driver’s	license	from	your	previous	province	or	country,	along	with	any	accompanying	translations	if	necessary.	Make
sure	to	have	all	of	these	documents	with	you	when	you	apply	for	your	Alberta	driver’s	license.	Testing	Requirements	Don’t	forget	to	study	and	prepare	for	the	testing	requirements	in	order	to	successfully	obtain	your	driver’s	license.	The	testing	requirements	in	Alberta	include	a	written	knowledge	test,	a	vision	test,	and	a	road	test.	The	written
knowledge	test	covers	the	rules	of	the	road,	traffic	signs	and	signals,	and	safe	driving	practices.	You	will	need	to	pass	this	test	before	you	can	take	the	road	test.	The	vision	test	is	a	simple	screening	to	ensure	that	you	can	see	well	enough	to	drive	safely.	If	you	wear	glasses	or	contacts,	make	sure	to	bring	them	with	you	to	the	test.	The	road	test	is	the
final	step	in	obtaining	your	driver’s	license.	During	this	test,	you	will	be	evaluated	on	your	driving	skills,	including	your	ability	to	follow	traffic	laws,	make	safe	lane	changes,	and	park	your	vehicle.	By	studying	and	preparing	for	these	testing	requirements,	you	can	increase	your	chances	of	passing	and	obtaining	your	driver’s	license.	Fees	Involved	The
section	on	fees	involved	provides	valuable	information	on	the	costs	associated	with	obtaining	a	driver’s	license.	When	applying	for	a	driver’s	license	in	Alberta,	you’ll	need	to	pay	various	fees	depending	on	the	type	of	license	you’re	applying	for.	The	fees	are	as	follows:	$93	for	a	Class	7	learner’s	license,	$84	for	a	Class	5	basic	license,	$93	for	a	Class	5
advanced	license,	and	$158	for	a	Class	4	professional	license.	You	may	also	need	to	pay	additional	fees	for	road	tests	and	knowledge	tests.	It’s	important	to	note	that	these	fees	are	subject	to	change,	so	it’s	best	to	check	the	Alberta	government	website	for	the	most	up-to-date	pricing	information.	Additionally,	if	you	fail	a	knowledge	test	or	road	test,
you	may	need	to	pay	a	retesting	fee.	Overall,	obtaining	a	driver’s	license	in	Alberta	is	an	investment,	but	it’s	important	to	remember	that	the	cost	is	worth	it	for	the	freedom	and	independence	that	comes	with	being	a	licensed	driver.	Renewing	Your	License	To	ensure	the	validity	of	your	driving	privileges,	it’s	imperative	to	renew	your	license	before
the	expiration	date.	In	Alberta,	driver	licenses	are	valid	for	five	years,	and	it’s	the	driver’s	responsibility	to	renew	it	before	it	expires.	You’ll	receive	a	renewal	notice	by	mail	about	two	months	before	the	expiration	date,	reminding	you	to	renew	your	license.	To	renew	your	license,	you	can	visit	any	Alberta	registry	agent.	You’ll	need	to	bring	your
current	driver’s	license	and	two	pieces	of	identification	that	include	your	signature.	You’ll	also	need	to	pass	a	vision	test	and	pay	the	required	fee.	If	you	don’t	renew	your	license	before	it	expires,	you’ll	have	to	pay	a	late	fee	in	addition	to	the	regular	renewal	fee.	Driving	with	an	expired	license	can	result	in	a	fine	or	suspension	of	your	driving
privileges,	so	make	sure	to	renew	your	license	before	it	expires.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	So,	you’re	curious	about	getting	your	driver’s	license	in	Alberta.	You	may	be	wondering	how	long	it	takes	to	actually	obtain	that	coveted	piece	of	plastic.	Or	maybe	you’re	worried	about	failing	the	road	test	and	what	that	could	mean	for	your	driving
future.	And	what	about	if	you’re	visiting	from	out	of	province	–	can	you	still	legally	drive	with	your	current	license?	Let’s	dive	into	these	frequently	asked	questions	and	get	you	the	answers	you	need.	How	long	does	it	take	to	get	a	license?	Getting	your	license	can	feel	like	a	lifetime,	but	the	wait	is	worth	it	for	the	freedom	and	independence	that	comes
with	driving.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	to	get	your	license	in	Alberta	depends	on	several	factors,	including	your	age,	experience,	and	the	type	of	license	you’re	applying	for.	Here’s	a	breakdown	of	how	long	it	generally	takes	to	get	a	license	in	Alberta:	Learner’s	Permit:	You	can	get	a	learner’s	permit	at	the	age	of	14,	after	passing	a	written	test.	You
must	hold	the	permit	for	at	least	12	months	before	taking	the	road	test	to	obtain	your	Class	5	license.	Class	5	License:	If	you’re	16	or	older,	you	can	take	the	road	test	to	get	your	Class	5	license	after	holding	a	learner’s	permit	for	at	least	12	months.	If	you’re	18	or	older,	you	can	take	the	road	test	without	holding	a	learner’s	permit.	Class	4	License:	If
you’re	interested	in	driving	taxis,	buses,	or	ambulances,	you’ll	need	a	Class	4	license.	You	can	get	this	license	after	holding	a	Class	5	license	for	at	least	12	months	and	passing	a	road	test.	Remember,	these	are	just	general	timelines.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	for	you	to	get	your	license	will	depend	on	your	individual	circumstances,	such	as	how
quickly	you’re	able	to	pass	the	necessary	tests	and	how	often	you’re	able	to	practice	driving.	What	if	I	fail	the	road	test?	If	you’re	worried	about	what	happens	if	you	don’t	pass	your	road	test,	don’t	fret	–	there	are	options	available	to	help	you	improve	and	overcome	any	challenges.	First	and	foremost,	don’t	be	discouraged.	Many	people	don’t	pass	their
road	test	on	the	first	try,	and	it’s	not	a	reflection	of	your	ability	as	a	driver.	Take	the	time	to	review	and	practice	the	areas	where	you	struggled,	whether	it’s	parallel	parking	or	merging	onto	the	highway.	Consider	taking	a	driving	course	or	hiring	a	driving	instructor	to	help	you	improve	your	skills.	They	can	give	you	personalized	feedback	and
guidance	to	help	you	feel	more	confident	and	prepared	for	your	next	road	test.	Additionally,	you	can	schedule	a	retest	as	soon	as	you	feel	ready,	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	ask	for	accommodations	if	you	have	a	disability	or	medical	condition	that	may	affect	your	ability	to	drive.	Remember,	the	most	important	thing	is	to	stay	positive	and	keep	working
towards	your	goal	of	getting	your	driver’s	license.	Can	I	drive	with	an	out-of-province	license	in	Alberta?	It’s	possible	to	operate	a	vehicle	in	Alberta	with	an	out-of-province	license.	However,	if	you	plan	on	residing	in	Alberta	for	more	than	90	days,	you’ll	need	to	obtain	an	Alberta	driver’s	license.	If	you’re	just	visiting	Alberta,	you	can	use	your	out-of-
province	license	as	long	as	it’s	valid	and	not	suspended	or	cancelled.	It’s	recommended	to	carry	your	driver’s	license	and	vehicle	registration	with	you	while	driving	in	case	you	get	pulled	over	by	law	enforcement.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	driving	laws	and	regulations	may	differ	from	your	home	province,	so	it’s	important	to	familiarize	yourself	with	them
before	hitting	the	road.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	How	long	does	it	take	to	receive	your	Alberta	driver’s	license	once	you	have	passed	your	road	test?	Congratulations	on	passing	your	road	test!	Now	you’re	probably	wondering	how	long	it	will	take	to	receive	your	Alberta	driver’s	license.	Typically,	it	takes	about	10	business	days	for	your	license	to
arrive	in	the	mail	once	you’ve	passed	your	road	test.	However,	if	there	are	any	issues	with	your	application	or	if	you	need	to	provide	additional	documentation,	it	may	take	longer.	It’s	important	to	note	that	during	busy	times,	such	as	in	the	summer	months,	it	may	take	a	bit	longer	to	process	your	application.	If	you	haven’t	received	your	license	after	3
weeks,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	contact	Alberta	Transportation	to	check	on	the	status	of	your	application.	Can	you	take	the	road	test	in	a	vehicle	that	is	not	registered	in	your	name?	Yes,	you	can	take	the	road	test	in	a	vehicle	that	isn’t	registered	in	your	name.	However,	there	are	some	requirements	you	need	to	meet	before	doing	so.	First,	the	vehicle	must
be	insured	and	have	a	valid	registration.	Second,	you	need	to	have	the	owner’s	permission	to	use	the	vehicle	for	the	road	test.	Third,	the	vehicle	must	meet	the	minimum	safety	requirements	set	by	the	Alberta	Transportation	Safety	Board.	This	includes	having	working	signals,	brakes,	and	lights.	It’s	important	to	note	that	if	the	vehicle	you	use	for	the
road	test	fails	to	meet	these	requirements,	your	road	test	will	be	cancelled	and	you’ll	need	to	reschedule.	So,	if	you	plan	on	using	a	vehicle	that’s	not	registered	in	your	name,	make	sure	you	meet	these	requirements	before	you	schedule	your	road	test.	Are	there	any	restrictions	on	the	types	of	vehicles	you	can	drive	with	an	Alberta	driver’s	license?	As
a	holder	of	an	Alberta	driver’s	license,	there	are	certain	restrictions	on	the	types	of	vehicles	you	can	drive.	You’re	allowed	to	drive	most	types	of	vehicles,	including	cars,	trucks,	and	vans,	as	long	as	they	fall	within	the	weight	and	size	limits	specified	by	the	province.	However,	there	are	some	types	of	vehicles	that	require	special	training	or	additional
endorsements	on	your	license,	such	as	motorcycles,	buses,	and	commercial	vehicles.	It’s	important	to	know	these	restrictions	and	endorsements	before	taking	to	the	road	to	ensure	that	you’re	driving	legally	and	safely.	What	happens	if	you	fail	the	road	test	multiple	times?	If	you	fail	the	road	test	multiple	times	in	Alberta,	you’ll	need	to	wait	a	certain
amount	of	time	before	you	can	take	the	test	again.	The	waiting	period	varies	depending	on	how	many	times	you’ve	failed	the	test.	If	you	fail	the	test	three	times,	you’ll	need	to	wait	at	least	six	months	before	you	can	take	it	again.	If	you	fail	the	test	four	or	more	times,	you’ll	need	to	wait	at	least	one	year	before	you	can	take	it	again.	It’s	important	to
take	the	time	to	practice	and	improve	your	driving	skills	before	attempting	the	test	again.	Consider	taking	driving	lessons	or	practicing	with	a	licensed	driver	to	increase	your	chances	of	passing	the	test	on	your	next	attempt.	Is	there	a	limit	on	the	number	of	demerit	points	you	can	accumulate	before	your	license	is	suspended	in	Alberta?	In	Alberta,
there’s	a	limit	on	the	number	of	demerit	points	you	can	accumulate	before	your	license	is	suspended.	If	you’re	a	new	driver,	you	can	accumulate	up	to	8	points	before	your	license	is	suspended.	For	experienced	drivers,	the	limit	is	15	points.	It’s	important	to	note	that	demerit	points	are	not	the	same	as	traffic	tickets.	Demerit	points	are	added	to	your
driving	record	when	you	commit	certain	driving	offenses,	such	as	speeding	or	failing	to	stop	at	a	red	light.	If	you	accumulate	too	many	demerit	points,	your	license	can	be	suspended.	However,	demerit	points	are	not	permanent	and	will	be	removed	from	your	record	after	a	certain	amount	of	time.	Conclusion	Congratulations!	You’ve	now	completed	the
Alberta	driving	license	guide.	By	the	end	of	this	article,	you	should	have	a	clear	understanding	of	the	types	of	licenses	available	in	Alberta,	eligibility	requirements,	applying	for	a	license,	fees	involved,	tips	for	passing	the	road	test,	transferring	your	license	from	another	province	or	country,	and	renewing	your	license.	Remember,	before	you	can	hit	the
road	in	Alberta,	you	must	first	obtain	a	valid	driver’s	license.	While	the	process	may	seem	daunting	at	first,	with	the	right	information	and	preparation,	you	can	successfully	obtain	your	license	and	become	a	safe	and	responsible	driver.	Always	remember	to	follow	traffic	laws,	wear	your	seatbelt,	and	never	drink	and	drive.	Safe	travels!	If	you’re	looking
to	drive	legally	in	Alberta,	you’ll	need	to	be	familiar	with	several	steps	and	license	types.	The	process	varies	depending	on	the	type	of	vehicle	you	wish	to	operate,	and	Alberta’s	driver	licensing	system	has	recently	changed	to	simplify	certain	stages.	Here	is	everything	you	need	to	know	about	Alberta’s	driving	license,		In	Alberta,	obtaining	a	full,	non-
GDL	Class	5	driver’s	license	typically	takes	a	minimum	of	3	years.	Here’s	a	breakdown	of	the	stages:	To	get	a	class	7	license	in	Alberta,	you	must:	Be	at	least	14	years	old	Have	consent	from	a	parent	or	guardian	if	you’re	under	18	Pass	a	knowledge	test	Pass	a	vision	test	To	progress	to	a	probationary	license,	you	must:	Be	at	least	16	years	old	Have
had	your	Class	7	learner’s	license	for	at	least	12	months	Pass	the	basic	road	test	To	earn	a	full,	non-GDL	Class	5	license	in	Alberta,	you	must:	Be	at	least	18	years	old	Complete	a	24-month	probationary	period	(or	reduce	it	by	up	to	6	months	with	an	accredited	driver	training	program)	Remain	free	from	suspensions	and	demerits	for	the	last	12	months
of	your	probationary	period	For	those	interested	in	driving	specific	vehicles,	Alberta	offers	a	range	of	optional	license	classes:	Class	6	(Motorcycle	License	in	Alberta):	You	can	drive	a	motorcycle	or	moped.	Commercial	Licenses:	Alberta	offers	Classes	1,	2,	3,	and	4	for	operating	larger	vehicles	like	trucks	and	buses.	Alberta	has	seven	different	classes
of	driver’s	licenses,	each	permitting	you	to	operate	different	vehicles:	Class	7	License	in	Alberta	(Learner’s	License):	Drive	a	moped	alone	or	any	Class	5	or	6	vehicle	under	supervision.	Class	5	(GDL	and	Full	License):	Drive	a	two-axle	motor	vehicle,	motorhome,	and	tow	trailers	under	certain	conditions.	Class	6	(Motorcycle	License):	Drive	a	motorcycle
or	moped.	Class	1	(Commercial):	Drive	any	motor	vehicle	except	a	motorcycle.	Class	2	(Bus	License):	Drive	buses	and	any	Class	3,	4,	or	5	vehicle.	Class	3	license	in	Alberta	(3	or	More	Axle	License):	Drive	a	single	motor	vehicle	with	3	or	more	axles,	or	tow	a	trailer	without	airbrakes.	Class	4	license	in	Alberta	(Taxi	and	Ambulance	License):	Operate	a
taxi,	ambulance,	or	small	bus.	Driving	privileges	in	Alberta	can	be	suspended	for	various	reasons.	It’s	illegal	to	drive	with	a	suspended	or	disqualified	license.	However,	drivers	serving	a	demerit	suspension	may	apply	for	a	Restricted	Driver’s	License,	allowing	them	to	drive	for	essential	reasons	such	as	employment	or	health	appointments.	If	you’re
looking	to	drive	commercial	vehicles	in	Alberta,	there	are	four	different	classes	of	commercial	licenses	available,	each	allowing	you	to	operate	specific	types	of	vehicles.	Here’s	a	guide	on	how	to	upgrade	to	a	commercial	license	and	the	steps	involved.	ClassPermits	You	to	DriveClass	1Any	motor	vehicle,	except	motorcycles	(Class	6	only	as	a
learner)Class	2	(Bus)Any	vehicle	from	Class	3,	4,	or	5,	plus	buses.	Class	1	or	6	vehicles	as	a	learner.Class	3Taxis,	ambulances,	buses	that	seat	fewer	than	25	people,	and	all	Class	5	vehicles.Class	4	(Taxi,	Ambulance)Taxis,	ambulances,	and	buses	that	seat	fewer	than	25	people,	and	all	Class	5	vehicles.	To	be	eligible	for	a	commercial	license,	you	must:
Hold	a	full	Class	5	driver’s	license	Be	at	least	18	years	old	Hold	a	valid	Alberta	ID	You	can	take	the	knowledge	test	at	any	registry	agent.	If	you’re	looking	to	drive	a	vehicle	with	air	brakes,	you’ll	need	to	pass	a	specific	Air	Brake	Knowledge	Test	as	well.	A	registry	agent	will	test	your	vision.	A	driver’s	medical	report	is	also	required	for	Class	1,	2,	and	4
licenses.	You	can	book	your	road	test	through	a	registry	agent	or	online	using	the	Alberta	Road	Test	Scheduler.	After	successfully	passing	the	knowledge,	vision,	and	road	tests,	and	receiving	medical	approval,	you	will	receive	a	temporary	commercial	license	valid	for	30	days.	Your	permanent	license	card	should	arrive	by	mail	within	7	to	10	business
days.	If	it	doesn’t	arrive	within	21	days,	contact	the	number	listed	on	your	temporary	license	for	further	instructions.	Be	sure	to	report	any	missing	licenses	to	a	registry	agent	within	60	days	to	avoid	replacement	fees.	Once	you	receive	your	permanent	license,	destroy	the	temporary	one.	Cost	is	subject	to	the	registry.	Before	obtaining	any	class	of
driver’s	license	in	Alberta,	you	must	pass	a	driver’s	knowledge	test.	This	test	assesses	your	understanding	of	Alberta’s	traffic	laws	and	regulations,	ensuring	you’re	prepared	for	safe	driving.	The	knowledge	test	is	required	for	all	driver’s	license	classes,	except	for	Class	5,	as	the	Class	7	learner’s	license	test	serves	as	the	prerequisite	knowledge	test
for	the	Class	5	license.	Additional	knowledge	tests	are	available	for	specific	endorsements,	such	as:	Air	brake	endorsement	S-endorsement	Safety	Fitness	Certificate	(SFC)	Compliance	test	These	tests	are	available	at	registry	agent	offices	for	a	fee.	The	knowledge	test	consists	of	30	multiple-choice	questions,	and	you	need	to	score	at	least	25	correct
answers	to	pass.	You	may	retake	the	test	as	many	times	as	necessary,	but	only	once	per	day,	with	a	fee	charged	for	each	attempt.	The	Class	7	knowledge	test	is	available	in	25	languages,	including:	Amharic	Arabic	Chinese	(Simplified	&	Traditional)	Cree	English	French	Punjabi	Russian	Spanish	Tagalog	Urdu	Vietnamese	If	you	prefer	to	take	the	test	in
another	language,	you	can	arrange	for	a	translator	at	your	own	cost.	For	those	with	difficulty	in	English,	the	test	can	be	taken	with	the	help	of	audio-assistant	devices	that	read	out	the	questions	and	answers,	or	you	may	use	a	paper	English	conversion	dictionary.	To	request	a	translator	for	the	Class	7	knowledge	test	in	one	of	the	available	languages,
you	must	first	complete	at	least	three	attempts	of	the	test	using	any	of	the	following	methods:	English	audio	assistance	English	assisted	test	Knowledge	Testing	System	in	English	or	any	available	language	If	the	language	you	need	is	not	one	of	the	25	available,	you	can	arrange	for	an	approved	translator	with	a	valid	Translation	Identification	Number
(TIN)	on	your	first	attempt.	You	are	responsible	for	scheduling	and	covering	any	costs	associated	with	translation	services.	For	commercial	licenses	(Classes	1,	2,	3,	4,	and	6)	and	the	air	brake	knowledge	test,	the	test	is	only	available	in	English.	However,	similar	to	Class	7,	you	may	use	a	paper	English	conversion	dictionary	if	needed.	This	process
ensures	that	drivers	in	Alberta	have	the	necessary	knowledge	to	safely	operate	their	vehicles,	no	matter	which	license	class	or	endorsement	they’re	pursuing.	Driver’s	Road	Test	in	Alberta	Before	you	can	receive	a	driver’s	license	in	Alberta,	you	must	pass	a	road	test	conducted	by	a	qualified	government	or	licensed	driver	examiner.	Road	tests	are
required	for	all	classes	of	licenses,	from	Class	1	to	Class	6.	As	of	April	1,	2023,	drivers	no	longer	need	to	take	the	advanced	road	test	to	exit	the	Graduated	Driver	Licensing	(GDL)	program.	For	more	details,	visit	the	Changes	to	Driver	Licensing	System	section.	Before	booking,	make	sure	you	meet	the	eligibility	requirements	for	the	class	of	license
you’re	pursuing.	Additionally,	ensure	your	vehicle	meets	all	safety	standards.	Those	taking	a	road	test	for	passenger	vehicles	must	follow	the	health	and	safety	guidelines	set	by	registry	agents.	All	outstanding	fines	owed	to	the	Government	of	Alberta	must	be	paid	before	you	can	book	your	road	test.	You	can	book	your	road	test	in	the	following	ways:
Online:	Book	your	test	through	the	Alberta	Road	Test	Scheduler.	In-person:	Visit	an	Alberta	registry	agent	to	book	your	road	test.	You	will	need	your	Motor	Vehicle	Identification	(MVID)	number,	the	9-digit	number	found	on	your	Alberta	driver’s	license	near	the	barcode.	Book	the	knowledge	test	at	a	registry	agent	for	a	Class	7	learner’s	license	or
other	license	levels.	It’s	recommended	that	you	call	ahead	to	confirm	their	hours	and	services.	All	driving	schools	are	responsible	for	determining	when	and	how	they	provide	their	services	safely.	Make	sure	your	driving	school	meets	current	safety	requirements.	Each	road	test	has	a	maximum	number	of	demerit	points	you	can	accumulate	before
failing.	Points	are	given	when:	You	fail	to	demonstrate	key	driving	skills	(e.g.,	not	checking	mirrors	or	blind	spots).	You	break	traffic	rules	(e.g.,	ignoring	road	signs	or	making	an	incorrect	turn).	You	perform	a	driving	maneuver	poorly	(e.g.,	signaling	too	soon	or	too	late,	or	driving	too	aggressively	or	hesitantly).	To	pass,	you	must	stay	under	the
following	point	limits:	Class	1,	2,	or	3:	Maximum	of	50	points.	Class	5	or	6:	Maximum	of	75	points.	You	will	receive	an	automatic	fail	if	you:	Endanger	pedestrians	or	other	drivers.	Drive	unsafely	or	recklessly.	Break	traffic	laws	during	your	test.	The	fees	for	passenger	vehicle	road	tests	(Class	5	and	6)	vary	by	registry	agent,	as	private	driver	examiners
deliver	these	tests.	Each	registry	agent	sets	their	fees,	which	must	be	published	online.	For	specific	fee	information,	contact	your	local	registry	office.	The	fees	for	commercial	vehicle	road	tests	(Class	1,	2,	and	3)	are	standard	across	Alberta	and	administered	by	government	examiners.	Class	of	Road	TestFeeClass	1$217Class	2$167Class	3$155	To	get
a	Class	7	learner’s	license	in	Alberta,	you	must	be	at	least	14	years	old,	pass	a	vision	test,	and	successfully	complete	a	written	knowledge	test	on	Alberta’s	traffic	laws.	If	you	are	under	18,	you’ll	also	need	parental	or	guardian	consent.	Once	you	have	a	Class	7	license,	you	can	begin	learning	to	drive	but	must	always	be	accompanied	by	a	fully	licensed
driver	at	least	18	years	old.	It	takes	a	minimum	of	3	years	to	obtain	a	full,	non-GDL	Class	5	license	in	Alberta.	After	holding	a	Class	7	learner’s	license	for	at	least	one	year,	you	can	take	the	road	test	to	get	a	Class	5-GDL	(probationary)	license.	You	must	then	drive	for	2	years	with	the	Class	5-GDL,	maintaining	a	clean	driving	record	for	the	last	12
months,	before	upgrading	to	an	entire	Class	5	license.	Completing	an	approved	driver	training	program	can	reduce	the	probationary	period	by	up	to	6	months.	A	Class	5	license	allows	you	to	drive	a	two-axle	vehicle,	such	as	a	car,	truck,	or	van.	You	can	also	drive	a	motorhome	without	airbrakes,	tow	a	trailer	with	one	or	more	axles	(as	long	as	the
trailer	doesn’t	have	airbrakes),	and	operate	a	moped.	A	Class	5	license	also	permits	you	to	drive	recreational	vehicles	and	combinations	of	recreational	vehicles	and	trailers	that	meet	these	conditions.	Navigating	Alberta’s	driver’s	license	system	can	feel	like	a	lot,	but	with	a	clear	understanding	of	the	steps,	you’ll	hit	the	road	confidently	in	no	time.
Whether	you’re	just	starting	with	a	learner’s	permit	or	looking	to	upgrade	to	a	commercial	license,	Alberta	offers	various	paths	depending	on	the	vehicle	you	want	to	drive.	Remember,	safety	and	preparation	are	key,	so	make	sure	you	know	the	rules	and	take	the	time	to	practice	before	heading	out	for	your	tests.		Ready	to	get	behind	the	wheel?
Alberta’s	open	roads	are	waiting	for	you!	How	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of
Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of
Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	FavoritesHow	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explain	how.Learn	MoreThe	Motorsport	Images	Collections	captures	events	from	1895	to	today’s	most	recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of
Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	Favorites	Driver	licensing	changes	Starting	April	1,	2023,	drivers	are	no	longer	required	to	take	the	advanced	road	test	to	exit	the	Graduated	Driver	Licensing	(GDL)	program.	See	Changes	to	driver	licensing	system	for	more	details.	In	Alberta	it	takes	a	minimum	of	3	years	to	get	a	full,	non-Graduated	Driver’s	Licence
(GDL)	Class	5	Driver’s	Licence.To	get	a	learner’s	driver’s	licence	you	must:be	14	years	of	age	or	olderhave	parental	or	guardian	consent	if	you	are	under	18	years	of	agepass	a	knowledge	testpass	a	vision	testHow	to	get	a	Class	7	LicenceStage	2.	Probationary	(Class	5-GDL	Licence)To	get	a	probationary	driver’s	licence	you	must:be	16	years	of	age	or
olderhave	parental	or	guardian	consent	if	you	are	under	18	years	of	agehave	had	a	Class	7	learner’s	licence	for	at	least	12	monthspass	the	basic	road	testHow	to	get	a	Class	5-GDLStage	3.	Full,	non-GDL	(Class	5	Licence)To	become	a	fully-licensed	driver	you	must:be	at	least	18	years	of	agehave	completed	the	24	months	of	probationary	drivingDrivers
may	be	eligible	to	reduce	their	24-month	probationary	period	by	up	to	6	months	by	completing	a	Class	5	or	Class	6	driver	training	program	from	a	driver	training	school	licensed	by	Transportation	and	Economic	Corridors.be	suspension	and	demerit	free	for	the	last	12	monthsHow	to	get	a	Class	5	licenceOptional	licence	classesGet	a	Motorcycle
Licence	(Class	6)Upgrade	to	a	Commercial	Licence	(Classes	1,	2,	3,	4)For	more	informationLicence	and	vehicle	typesAlberta’s	7	classes	of	driver’s	licences	allow	you	to	drive	the	following	vehicles:Class	7	–	Learner’s	Licencemoped	(by	yourself)all	Class	5	or	Class	6	vehicles	(with	someone	over	18	with	a	full	Class	5	driver’s	licence)Class	5	–	GDL2-axle
single	motor	vehiclemotorhome	without	airbrakes	unless	you	hold	an	air	brake	certificatetow	a	trailer	with	one	or	more	axles	if	the	trailer	is	not	equipped	with	airbrakesmoped,	recreational	vehicle,	or	any	combination	of	recreational	vehicles	and	a	trailer,	if	the	trailer	has	2	axles	or	less	and	isn’t	equipped	with	airbrakesClass	5	–	Full	Licence,	non-
GDL2-axle	single	motor	vehiclemotorhome	without	airbrakes	unless	you	hold	an	air	brake	certificatetow	a	trailer	with	one	or	more	axles	if	the	trailer	is	not	equipped	with	airbrakesmoped,	recreational	vehicle,	or	any	combination	of	recreational	vehicles	and	a	trailer,	if	the	trailer	has	2	axles	or	less	and	isn’t	equipped	with	airbrakesClass	6	–
Motorcyclemotorcycle	or	mopedall	Class	5	vehicles	as	a	learnerClass	1	–	Commercialany	motor	vehicle	other	than	a	motorcycleall	class	6	vehicles	as	a	learnerClass	2	–	Commercial	(bus)any	motor	vehicle	that	the	holder	of	a	Class	3,	4	or	5	licence	is	allowed	to	drivebusClass	1	and	6	vehicles	as	a	learnerClass	3	–	Commercial	(3	or	more	axles)any	motor
vehicle	that	the	holder	of	a	Class	5	licence	may	drivesingle	motor	vehicle	with	3	or	more	axlesmotor	vehicle	with	3	or	more	axles	towing	a	trailer	with	one	or	more	axles	(if	the	trailer	is	not	equipped	with	airbrakes)Class	1,	2,	4	or	6	vehicles	as	a	learnerClass	4	–	Commercial	(taxi,	ambulance)taxi,	ambulance	or	bus	that	seats	up	to	24	people,	excluding
the	driverall	Class	5	vehiclesall	Class	1,	2,	3	or	6	vehicles	as	a	learnerDriving	suspensionsIn	Alberta,	a	driver’s	licence	can	be	suspended	for	several	reasons.It	is	illegal	to	drive	with	a	licence	that	has	been	suspended	or	disqualified.Licensed	drivers	who	have	a	demerit	suspension	can	apply	for	a	Restricted	Driver’s	Licence.	This	program	helps	people
who	need	to	drive	for	employment,	health	or	educational	reasons	while	they	are	serving	a	demerit	suspension.RelatedLicence	plates	and	driver	documents	Among	Alberta’s	other	five	classes	of	driver’s	licences	are	one	motorcycle	licence	and	four	professional	operator’s	licences.	To	break	it	down	further,	they	allow	you	to	drive	the	following
vehicles:Class	6	–	Motorcycle:	Allows	you	to	drive	a	motorcycle	or	moped	and	all	Class	5	vehicles	as	a	learner.Class	1	–	Commercial:	Allows	you	to	drive	any	motor	vehicle	including	taxis,	ambulances	and	tractor	trailers.	You	may	ride	a	motorcycle	and	other	Class	6	vehicles	as	a	learner.Class	2	–	Commercial	(bus):	Allows	you	to	drive	any	motor	vehicle
that	a	Class	3,	4,	or	5	licence	holder	can	drive,	a	bus,	and	Class	1	and	6	vehicles	as	a	learner.Class	3	–	Commercial	(3	or	more	axles):	Allows	you	to	drive	any	motor	vehicle	that	a	Class	5	licence	holder	can	drive,	plus	a	single	motor	vehicle	with	three	or	more	axles,	and	a	motor	vehicle	with	three	or	more	axles	towing	a	trailer	with	one	or	more	axles	(if
the	trailer	isn’t	equipped	with	airbrakes),	such	as	a	cement	truck,	a	large	flatbed	truck,	a	garbage	or	front-load	truck	and	more.	You	may	also	drive	Class	1,	2,	4,	or	6	vehicles	as	a	learner.Class	4	–	Commercial	(taxi,	ambulance):	Allows	you	to	drive	all	Class	5	vehicles,	plus	a	taxi,	ambulance,	or	bus	that	seats	up	to	24	people	(excluding	the	driver).	You
can	also	drive	all	Class	1,	2,	3,	or	6	vehicles	as	a	learner.Some	new	changes	to	getting	your	Albertan	licenceThere	have	been	several	recent	changes	in	the	last	year	to	Alberta’s	driver’s	licensing	process:Automatic	upgrade:	Drivers	no	longer	need	to	take	a	driver's	test	and	pay	a	$154	fee	to	exit	the	Graduated	Driver’s	Licence	(GDL)	program.	GDL
drivers	who	have	had	their	licence	for	at	least	24	months	and	have	had	no	demerits	within	the	last	12	months	will	receive	a	letter	if	they’ve	been	upgraded	to	a	non-GDL	driver.However,	this	only	applies	to	drivers	who’ve	finished	their	probationary	period	(24	months	or	18	months	with	driver	education)	without	suspensions	or	demerits	in	the	last
year.	There	are	other	specific	criteria	drivers	must	meet	to	get	automatically	upgraded.Drivers	who	don’t	meet	these	criteria	will	stay	in	the	GDL	program	and	will	need	to	meet	the	requirements	to	move	to	the	full	Class	5	licence.No	new	licence	card	required:	If	you’re	automatically	upgraded,	you	don’t	have	to	get	a	new	licence	card.	Instead,	you	can
get	a	new	one	the	next	time	you	renew	your	driver’s	licence.Driving	outside	of	Alberta:	If	you’re	driving	outside	of	Alberta,	you’re	required	to	keep	the	temporary	licence	letter	with	you	or	update	your	physical	licence,	as	law	enforcement	outside	of	Alberta	may	not	have	access	to	Alberta’s	database.These	changes	aim	to	cut	costs	and	bureaucracy	for
young	drivers.	It’s	estimated	that	about	500,000	drivers	are	eligible	for	the	automatic	upgrade	as	of	April	1,	2023.Exchange	a	licence	from	outside	CanadaIf	you’re	exchanging	a	valid	driver’s	licence	from	certain	jurisdictions,	you	can	get	an	Alberta	licence	without	a	knowledge	or	road	test.These	jurisdictions	include	Australia,	Austria,	Belgium,
France,	Germany,	Isle	of	Man,	Japan,	Netherlands,	Republic	of	Ireland,	Republic	of	Korea,	Switzerland,	Taiwan,	and	the	United	Kingdom.To	exchange	your	licence	from	these	countries,	you	need	to:Surrender	your	original	valid	licence	that’s	equivalent	to	or	higher	than	an	Alberta	Class	5	or	6	licence,	along	with	any	other	licences	you	have,	even
expired	ones.Provide	proof	of	at	least	two	years	of	licenced	driving	experience	for	a	full	Class	5	licence.Provide	proof	of	residence	in	Alberta	and	legal	status	in	Canada.Exchanging	a	licence	from	another	provinceIf	you’re	moving	from	a	different	province	in	Canada	with	the	aim	of	permanently	residing	in	Alberta,	you	are	eligible	for	an	Alberta
driver’s	licence	without	having	to	undergo	the	knowledge	or	road	test,	as	long	as	you	exchange	your	licence	within	90	days	of	becoming	an	Albertan	residentHere	are	the	steps:Provide	proof	of	residence	in	Alberta	and	legal	status	in	Canada.If	you	have	a	full	driver’s	licence,	motorcycle	licence	or	commercial	operator’s	licence	from	another	province,
you’ll	receive	the	equivalent	Alberta	Class	3,	4,	5,	or	6	licence.Other	licence	exchanges	Temporary	residents:	Students,	visitors,	temporary	workers	from	another	province	in	Canada,	and	workers	under	the	Seasonal	Agricultural	Worker	Program	can’t	get	an	Alberta	driver’s	licence	as	they’re	not	permanent	residents.	However,	they	might	be	able	to
legally	drive	using	a	driver’s	licence	from	their	home	province	or	country.U.S.	licence	exchange:	If	you	have	a	Learner’s	permit,	Class	D,	or	Class	M	-	licence	from	the	U.S.,	you	can	exchange	it	for	the	equivalent	Class	5,	6,	or	7	without	extra	tests.	For	any	other	class,	you’ll	need	to	complete	all	tests.Ukraine	licence	exchange:	If	you	have	a	Ukrainian
Category	B	or	BE	licence,	you	can	exchange	it	without	extra	tests.	For	any	other	class,	you’ll	need	to	complete	all	tests.Can	you	get	auto	insurance	with	a	class	7	learner’s	licence?In	Alberta,	a	person	with	a	Class	7	licence	(learner’s	permit)	generally	can’t	insure	a	vehicle	solely	in	their	own	name.	Most	insurance	companies	require	the	primary	driver
to	have	a	full,	non-GDL	licence.However,	a	Class	7	driver	can	be	added	to	someone	else’s	insurance	policy	as	an	occasional	or	secondary	driver	under	the	vehicle’s	owner’s	insurance.You	must	inform	the	insurance	company	that	a	Class	7	driver	will	be	operating	the	vehicle,	even	if	only	occasionally.	Failure	to	notify	your	provider	can	lead	to	policy
cancellations	and/or	lack	of	coverage	in	a	claim.Read	more:	Why	you	should	add	Family	Protection	Coverage	to	your	auto	insurance	policyWhich	type	of	car	insurance	is	required,	and	when	is	it	necessary?Auto	insurance	in	Alberta	is	regulated	by	the	government.	There	are	some	mandatory	features	you	need	to	have	such	as	third-party	liability,
accidental	coverage,	direct	compensation	for	property	damage	(DCPD),	and	some	optional	ones	like	collision,	comprehensive,	and	glass	coverages	to	consider.	However,	they	may	be	required	if	you	lease	or	finance	your	car.Read	more:	Does	your	car	insurance	policy	include	collision	and	comprehensive	coverage?Similar	to	many	other	provinces,	in
Alberta,	car	insurance	typically	follows	the	car,	not	the	driver.	This	means	that	if	a	class	5	licensee	borrows	someone’s	car	and	crashes	it,	the	vehicle	owner’s	insurance	will	cover	the	losses.	However,	the	owner’s	premiums	may	increase	as	a	result.The	exact	cost	increase	of	adding	a	Class	7	licence	driver	to	a	car	insurance	policy	will	depend	on
several	factors,	including	but	not	limited	to	your	age,	driving	history,	gender,	type	of	vehicle,	where	you	live,	claims	history,	and	coverage	amount.Read	more:	These	are	the	top	five	factors	that	influence	your	auto	insurance	rateDoes	my	insurance	premium	get	cheaper	after	getting	a	Class	5	licence?Let’s	look	at	two	different	drivers	with	the	same
licence	but	varying	driving	experiences	that	change	how	their	insurance	premiums	are	priced:Class	5	(experienced	driver):	$182.83	monthly	or	$2,194/annually.Class	5	(new	driver):	$410.33	monthly	or	$4,924/annually.These	are	the	best	RATESDOTCA	quotes	based	on	a	profile	of	a	35-year-old	Alberta	man	with	a	2023	Honda	Civic	(financed)	with	no
claims,	traffic	convictions,	or	suspensions,	and	an	overall	clean	driving	history.How	to	save	on	insurance	premiumsSecuring	a	good	deal	on	auto	insurance	in	Alberta	is	simpler	than	it	appears.	Aside	from	comparing	auto	insurance	rates	to	get	the	best	rate	that	meets	your	specific	needs,	here	are	six	other	strategies	to	help	you	save:Enroll	in	a	driver’s
education	course:	For	novice	drivers,	enrolling	in	a	certified	driver’s	training	program	can	not	only	speed	up	the	process	to	get	your	full	Class	5	licence	but	also	gets	you	discounts	from	your	insurer.Sign	up	for	usage-based	insurance	(UBI):	Usage-based	insurance	is	a	type	of	auto	insurance	that	differs	from	traditional	coverage	by	using	your	driving
habits	to	determine	the	premiums	you	pay.	There	are	two	types	of	UBI:	pay-as-you-go	and	pay-how-you-drive.	While	UBI	has	been	available	in	Alberta	since	2016,	not	all	insurance	companies	offer	it	yet.Opt	for	winter	tires:	Although	Alberta	doesn’t	mandate	the	use	of	winter	tires,	insurance	providers	in	Alberta	do	provide	discounts	for	drivers	who
have	them	(usually	up	to	5%	off	your	annual	premium).Equip	your	car	with	an	anti-theft	device:	Alongside	Ontario,	Alberta	has	the	highest	number	of	car	thefts	annually	among	all	provinces.	Installing	an	anti-theft	device	such	as	a	car	alarm,	a	Club-style	steering	wheel	lock	or	GPS	tracker	can	demonstrate	to	insurance	companies	that	you’re	taking
necessary	safety	precautions.Bundle	your	auto	and	home	insurance	policy:	Insurance	providers	often	offer	discounted	rates	if	you	hold	multiple	policies	with	them.	In	Alberta,	auto	and	home	insurance	are	the	most	frequently	combined	products.Multi-vehicle	discount:	If	you	are	part	of	a	household	that	owns	more	than	one	vehicle,	consolidating	them
under	a	single	policy	could	save	you	up	to	20%.Read	next:	20	Ways	to	Get	Cheaper	Auto	Insurance	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as
you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your
contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable
exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.




