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Get	ready	to	ace	your	IELTS	with	our	expert	guide!	Download	the	official	IDP	app	now	and	unlock	a	world	of	preparation,	results,	community,	and	more.	But	let's	focus	on	writing	-	specifically,	Task	2.	To	score	that	elusive	band	8,	follow	these	simple	yet	effective	steps:	1.	**Understand	what	the	question	asks**.	Many	students	make	the	mistake	of
writing	about	the	topic	instead	of	answering	the	question	directly.	Remember,	it's	not	a	test	of	your	knowledge	but	your	ability	to	write	with	a	high	level	of	English.	2.	**Read	carefully	and	identify	keywords**.	Keywords	are	general	topics,	micro-keywords	provide	specific	sub-topics,	and	instruction	words	tell	you	what	action	to	take.	Analyze	each
word	to	guide	your	answer.	3.	**Answer	the	question	fully**.	This	is	crucial	for	achieving	above	band	5	scores.	Spend	time	reading	the	question,	thinking	about	what	it	asks	of	you,	and	then	crafting	an	answer	that	addresses	the	specific	points	raised.	4.	**Avoid	writing	generally	about	a	topic**.	Instead,	use	a	sniper	rifle	approach	-	focus	on	answering
the	exact	question	rather	than	shooting	off	in	all	directions	with	less	relevant	information.	5.	**Use	keywords	(general	topics),	micro-keywords	(specific	sub-topics),	and	instruction	words**	when	thinking	about	your	answer.	This	structured	approach	will	guide	you	through	the	task	effectively.	6.	**Practice	and	review	these	steps**	regularly	to	see
improvement	in	your	scores,	especially	concerning	grammar	and	vocabulary.	7.	**Be	mindful	of	what's	being	asked**,	not	just	the	topic	itself.	Use	a	logical	mind	to	dissect	the	question	and	give	an	answer	that	addresses	every	point	fully.	8.	**Follow	instructions	carefully**,	as	this	is	key	to	writing	high-quality	essays	that	score	well.	This	includes	using
keywords,	micro-keywords,	and	instruction	words	to	guide	your	answer.	It's	crucial	that	we	discuss	both	aspects	in	our	essay.	If	we	fail	to	do	so	or	only	briefly	touch	on	one	aspect	while	focusing	on	another,	it	means	we	haven't	fully	addressed	the	question,	and	achieving	a	band	score	of	5	is	out	of	reach.PlanningBefore	starting	to	write,	high-scoring
students	always	take	their	time	creating	a	plan.	I	instruct	my	pupils	to	allocate	at	least	five	minutes	for	planning	and	an	additional	two	minutes	to	analyze	the	question.	Many	students	neglect	this	step,	leading	them	to	become	disoriented	mid-exam	and	either	need	to	restart	from	scratch	or	produce	confusing	essays	that	are	difficult	to	follow.	Think	of
it	like	traveling	to	a	new	location;	would	you	embark	on	your	journey	without	consulting	a	map?A	plan	can	be	straightforward	and	serve	as	a	guide.	For	instance,	a	plan	for	the	given	question	might	look	something	like	this:This	brief	outline	should	only	take	a	few	minutes	to	create	and	will	result	in	a	clear	essay,	saving	time	when	writing.Use	an
Appropriate	StructureMost	IELTS	task	2	questions	follow	a	standard	format.	They	may	ask	you	to	express	your	opinion,	discuss	different	viewpoints,	weigh	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	something,	or	discuss	causes/problems	and	their	solutions.	One	positive	aspect	is	that	you	can	learn	standard	structures	for	each	type	of	essay.	This	isn't
about	memorizing	essays	but	rather	becoming	familiar	with	them.	For	example,	in	a	problem-solution	essay,	the	structure	could	look	like	this:Paragraph	1-	IntroductionSentence	1-	Paraphrase	SentenceSentence	2-	Outline	SentenceParagraph	2-	BodySentence	3-	State	ProblemSentence	4-	Explain	ProblemSentence	5-	Result	of	ProblemSentence	7-
ExampleParagraph	3-	SolutionSentence	8-	State	SolutionSentence	9-	Explain	SolutionSentence	10-	ExampleParagraph	4-	ConclusionSentence	11-	Recommendation/PredictionWe	use	structures	because	they	provide	a	proven	formula	to	practice	with,	making	it	easier	when	you	apply	them	in	the	actual	exam.	Consult	my	other	task	2	exam	structures
and	utilize	them	for	practice.	Some	of	my	students	have	achieved	an	8-band	score	using	them.Don't	Show	OffAttempting	to	show	off	means	trying	to	demonstrate	how	skilled	you	are	at	something.	IELTS	candidates	often	try	to	show	off	by	employing	complex	vocabulary	and	advanced	grammar,	believing	this	will	impress	the	examiner	and	secure	a
high	score.	However,	many	individuals	use	vocabulary	and	grammar	they're	unsure	of,	leading	to	numerous	errors.If	you	attempt	to	utilize	complicated	vocabulary	and	grammar	structures	incorrectly,	your	score	will	actually	decrease.	Instead,	opt	for	a	simpler	structure	that	you're	100%	certain	is	correct.	I	always	advise	my	students	to	adhere	to	the
100%	rule:	if	you're	not	entirely	sure,	don't	use	it.This	realization	often	surprises	my	students	after	their	first	class	with	me,	leading	to	clearer	writing	and	ultimately	higher	band	scores.Let's	examine	an	example:The	first	paragraph	is	clear	and	comes	from	a	band	9	essay.	The	second	paragraph	attempts	to	show	off	too	much,	resulting	in	numerous
grammar	mistakes	and	inappropriate	vocabulary	usage.	The	second	paragraph	comes	from	a	band	5	essay.Next	time	you	practice,	follow	the	100%	rule,	and	your	writing	will	improve	significantly.	Most	IELTS	Task	2	questions	require	you	to	express	your	opinion.	Make	sure	to	clarify	this	in	your	introduction,	conclusion,	and	main	body	paragraphs	by
stating	your	opinion	using	phrases	like	"I	believe	that...",	"It	is	agreed	that...",	or	"This	essay	agrees/disagrees	that...".	Your	goal	should	be	to	demonstrate	why	you	hold	a	particular	viewpoint.	Additionally,	identify	common	grammar	mistakes	that	hinder	your	writing	quality,	as	minor	errors	can	significantly	impact	your	overall	score.	Consider	having
your	work	reviewed	by	a	native	speaker	or	IELTS	teacher	to	pinpoint	areas	for	improvement.	When	preparing	your	essay,	keep	in	mind	that	IELTS	examiners	count	every	word.	For	Task	1,	you	should	aim	for	at	least	150	words,	while	Task	2	requires	250	words	minimum.	To	avoid	losing	marks,	practice	using	official	answer	sheets	and	strive	to	write
slightly	over	the	required	limit.	This	approach	will	also	help	you	develop	a	sense	of	what	a	typical	essay	looks	like.	Clear	topic	sentences	are	essential	in	each	main	body	paragraph,	providing	readers	with	an	idea	of	what	the	rest	of	the	paragraph	is	about.	These	opening	sentences	can	greatly	enhance	your	essay's	clarity	and	readability.	To	effectively
support	your	points,	provide	concrete	examples	that	illustrate	your	ideas.	The	official	IELTS	band	descriptors	emphasize	the	importance	of	relevance,	full	extension,	and	well-supported	ideas.	By	following	these	guidelines,	you	will	be	better	equipped	to	craft	a	compelling	and	coherent	Task	2	essay.	What	does	"what	you	mean"	actually	imply?	You
often	instruct	your	students	to	write	as	if	they	were	explaining	something	to	a	10-year-old	who	has	never	heard	of	the	topic,	ensuring	clarity	in	their	explanation.	Additionally,	including	specific	examples,	such	as	a	recent	study	or	personal	anecdote,	will	make	your	ideas	more	concrete.	Many	students	struggle	with	coming	up	with	genuine	examples;	if
you	can't	think	of	one,	create	a	plausible	alternative.	The	examiner	prioritizes	the	credibility	of	your	example	over	its	authenticity.	To	excel	in	the	IELTS	writing	test,	it's	crucial	to	master	paraphrasing	and	using	synonyms.	This	involves	restating	a	phrase	or	sentence	with	different	words	while	maintaining	the	same	meaning,	as	well	as	using	diverse
vocabulary	throughout	your	essay.	A	vital	aspect	of	task	2	is	not	memorizing	answers	but	instead	using	them	as	inspiration.	Every	question	requires	a	unique	response,	so	avoid	copying	answers	word	for	word.	Instead,	use	functional	language	and	structure	from	sample	answers	to	guide	you.	Task	2	accounts	for	two-thirds	of	the	IELTS	writing	exam's
total	marks,	making	it	a	significant	component.	To	excel	in	this	section,	prioritize	task	2	over	task	1,	as	timing	is	essential	throughout	the	entire	test.	When	it	comes	to	acing	the	IELTS	writing	component,	having	a	solid	plan	is	key.	You	should	focus	on	using	ideas	that	you	can	effectively	explain	and	provide	examples	for.	This	means	selecting	two	or
three	strong	concepts	and	backing	them	up	with	thorough	explanations	and	supporting	evidence.	It's	not	about	throwing	out	as	many	ideas	as	possible;	instead,	concentrate	on	developing	those	that	can	be	fully	fleshed	out.	Don't	overdo	it	with	cohesive	devices	-	they	are	meant	to	enhance	your	writing,	not	overwhelm	it.	Using	too	many	of	these
devices	can	actually	harm	your	score	if	you're	not	using	them	correctly.	Only	employ	them	when	you	have	a	deep	understanding	of	their	meaning	and	usage.	During	the	40-minute	essay-writing	process,	remember	that	you	don't	need	to	produce	a	polished	piece	akin	to	one	written	under	ideal	circumstances.	The	examiners	are	aware	of	your	time
constraints	and	linguistic	limitations,	so	focus	on	demonstrating	your	comprehension	of	the	question	and	expressing	yourself	clearly	in	English.	To	boost	your	IELTS	writing	skills,	consider	the	following	areas:	developing	effective	essay	planning,	organization,	and	language	use;	mastering	complex	sentence	structures	with	precise	vocabulary	selection;
and	honing	your	ability	to	present	a	well-supported	argument	or	viewpoint.	For	IELTS,	these	tips	will	make	writing	much	easier.	Check	them	out:	1.	Understand	the	four	criteria	thoroughly	-	Task	Achievement,	Coherence	and	Cohesion,	Lexical	Resource,	and	Grammatical	Range	and	Accuracy.	For	example,	under	Lexical	Resource,	the	examiner
evaluates	your	vocabulary	range	and	word	usage	accuracy.	Knowing	this,	you	can	use	more	varied	and	precise	vocabulary	throughout	your	response.	2.	Master	time	management.	Allocate	proper	time	for	Task	1	(20	minutes),	spending	2-3	minutes	reading	the	prompt,	10	minutes	planning	and	writing,	and	5-7	minutes	proofreading	and	revising.	For
the	longer	Task	2	(40	minutes),	follow	a	similar	distribution,	leaving	enough	time	for	planning,	writing,	and	reviewing	your	essay.	3.	Read	the	task	twice	-	or	more	-	to	comprehend	what	is	being	asked.	Reread	the	instructions	and	analyze	the	data	thoroughly	if	the	task	requires	you	to	describe	a	graph.	4.	Outline	your	thoughts	before	writing	-	jot	down
your	thesis	statement,	key	arguments	for	and	against,	and	relevant	examples	or	facts	you	plan	to	include.	This	outline	will	help	you	organize	your	thoughts.	5.	Develop	paragraphs	with	clear	focus	and	logical	flow.	Begin	with	a	topic	sentence	that	introduces	the	main	idea,	followed	by	supporting	details,	examples,	or	evidence,	and	conclude	with	a
summarizing	sentence.	6.	Start	with	an	engaging	introduction	that	captures	the	reader's	attention	-	use	a	thought-provoking	statistic	or	rhetorical	question	to	pique	the	examiner's	interest.	7.	Demonstrate	your	lexical	range	and	precision	-	use	relevant	and	contextually	appropriate	vocabulary	like	"surge,"	"soar,"	"escalate,"	or	"spike"	instead	of
repeating	words	like	"increase."	8.	Keep	it	simple	-	convey	your	ideas	clearly	and	concisely,	avoiding	convoluted	language	that	may	obscure	meaning.	9.	Mix	up	sentence	structures	to	enhance	overall	quality	and	readability	-	combine	simple	sentences	with	compound	and	complex	sentences.	The	key	to	effective	writing	lies	in	striking	a	balance
between	engaging	and	cohesive	responses	that	convey	complex	ideas	through	clear	language.	To	enhance	the	clarity	and	flow	of	one's	writing,	it	is	essential	to	pay	close	attention	to	punctuation	rules,	using	commas	correctly	to	separate	clauses	and	avoiding	run-on	sentences.	A	well-crafted	sentence	structure	can	significantly	improve	the	overall
quality	of	writing.	For	instance,	using	transitional	words	and	phrases	like	"moreover,"	"in	addition,"	and	"however"	can	create	a	smooth	and	logical	progression	of	ideas	throughout	the	response.	When	presenting	arguments	or	opinions	in	Task	2	essays,	it	is	crucial	to	analyze	and	evaluate	ideas	from	multiple	perspectives,	providing	well-supported
examples	or	evidence	and	acknowledging	counterarguments.	A	balanced	perspective	is	essential	for	presenting	a	thoughtful	and	well-reasoned	conclusion.	Moreover,	staying	on	topic	is	vital	to	ensure	that	writing	remains	focused	and	relevant	to	the	task	prompt	at	all	times.	Avoiding	deviating	from	the	main	theme	or	introducing	irrelevant	information
can	help	maintain	reader	interest	and	prevent	distractions.	Furthermore,	adopting	an	objective	and	impersonal	tone	in	academic	writing	tasks	is	essential	for	conveying	complex	ideas	clearly	and	effectively.	Using	phrases	like	"I	think..."	or	"In	my	opinion..."	can	undermine	the	authority	of	one's	arguments.	Finally,	concluding	with	a	clear	and	concise
summary	that	reinforces	main	points	or	arguments	is	vital	for	leaving	a	lasting	impression	on	the	reader.	A	well-written	conclusion	can	restate	thesis	statements,	key	supporting	ideas,	and	provide	a	final	perspective	or	call	to	action.	To	boost	your	IELTS	writing	score,	it's	essential	to	master	several	key	elements.	Let's	start	with	varying	sentence
lengths	-	this	technique	will	give	you	a	clear	understanding	of	what	skills	you	need	to	improve.	First,	learn	about	different	types	of	sentences:	simple,	compound,	and	complex.	Practice	using	them,	but	don't	worry	if	the	compound-complex	sentence	is	tricky;	mixing	up	simple,	compound,	and	complex	sentences	can	still	earn	you	a	good	score.	The	key
is	to	mix	it	up	naturally	-	use	varying	lengths	and	types	to	make	your	writing	sound	natural.	For	example,	take	this	opinion	essay:	"Firstly,	children	watch	too	much	TV.	It's	bad	for	their	health."	We	can	improve	it	by	adding	more	interesting	patterns:	"Firstly,	children	watch	too	much	TV,	which	is	bad	for	their	health.	This	habit	can	cause	them	to
become	addicted,	resulting	in	them	spending	too	much	time	indoors	and	thus	getting	fat."	Another	crucial	aspect	of	IELTS	writing	is	remembering	collocations	-	students	often	want	to	study	a	lot	of	vocabulary,	but	knowing	word	meanings	isn't	enough;	you	need	to	learn	words	in	context.	Pay	attention	to	which	words	commonly	go	together	when
learning	new	vocabulary.	For	instance,	look	at	these	examples	of	'Verb	+	thought':	"Spare	a	thought	for	all	those	who	are	homeless	on	a	cold	night	like	this."	Collocations	can	be	tricky	-	it's	better	to	use	phrases	like	"spare	a	thought"	instead	of	making	up	your	own	combinations.	Avoid	using	imprecise	language	like	"really,"	"so,"	"a	lot,"	and	"very"	in
IELTS	writing.	Instead,	opt	for	stronger	words:	"Many	IELTS	candidates	think	that	achieving	Band	8.0	is	difficult."	You	can	also	use	phrases	like	"top-notch,"	"splendid,"	or	"terrible"	to	add	variety	to	your	writing.	Finally,	remember	that	contractions	are	not	used	in	academic	writing	-	it's	better	to	write	out	the	words	fully:	"do	not"	instead	of	"don't"
and	"cannot"	instead	of	"can't."	By	following	these	tips,	you'll	be	well	on	your	way	to	improving	your	IELTS	writing	skills.	1.	Do	not	use	"must"	instead	of	"could",	"would",	"can",	or	"should".	2.	Write	clearly	and	concisely	by	omitting	unnecessary	words	like	"there	is/there	are".	3.	Understand	the	difference	between	simple	sentences	and	complex
sentences.	4.	Avoid	sentence	fragments,	run-on	sentences,	and	comma	splices	in	your	writing.	
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