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Minnesota	could	stand	to	strike	a	better	run-pass	balance,	and	if	it	does,	it	could	be	a	long	day	for	Green	Bay's	defense.Cleveland	Browns	at	New	York	JetsConsidering	neither	club	was	on	the	receiving	end	of	a	59-10	beatdown,	it's	tough	to	say	the	Browns	or	Jets	had	the	NFL's	worst	opening	week.But	also¢ÃÂÂyikes.	Jared	Goff),	running	back	(Alvin
Kamara	vs.	Instead,	Minnesota	responded	to	Matt	Ryan's	33	completions	on	46	pass	attempts	by	having	Kirk	Cousins	only	air	it	out	10	times.	The	running	back	totaled	169	yards	in	Week	1.Ã	ÂIn	the	NFC	Championship,	the	Rams	controlled	the	24-year-old,	as	he	gained	15	yards	on	eight	carries.Ã	ÂIf	Aaron	Donald	and	the	front	seven	can	force
Kamara	into	similar	struggles,	the	Rams	could	force	the	New	Orleans	offense	off	the	field	and	provide	Goff	and	Co.	with	an	opportunity	to	pull	away.Tampa	Bay	at	Carolina	(-6.5)Ã	ÂMike	McCarn/Associated	PressCarolina	and	Tampa	Bay	enter	Thursday	night	at	0-1,	but	the	Panthers	looked	significantly	better	than	the	Buccaneers	in	Week	1.Ã	ÂRon
Rivera's	side	pushed	the	Los	Angeles	Rams	at	home	and	fell	by	three	points,	which	was	much	more	promising	than	the	loss	suffered	by	Bruce	Arians'	team	to	San	Francisco.Ã	ÂThe	difference-maker,	as	he	could	be	for	most	of	the	season,	should	be	Christian	McCaffrey,	who	racked	up	209	total	yards	on	19	touches.Ã	ÂThe	third-year	back	put	up	128
yards	on	the	ground	on	19	carries	and	hauled	in	10	receptions	for	81	yards.Ã	ÂIn	two	meetings	with	Tampa	Bay	in	2018,	the	23-year-old	produced	185	yards	on	the	ground	to	go	along	with	133	through	the	air.Ã	ÂCarolina's	defense	should	also	be	in	for	a	strong	night	against	Jameis	Winston	after	he	threw	a	trio	of	interceptions	and	was	sacked	on
three	occasions	vs.	the	49ers.Ã	ÂOn	Sunday,	the	Panthers	limited	Jared	Goff	to	a	completion	percentage	of	59,	which	was	the	seventh-best	total	produced	by	a	defensive	unit.Ã	ÂIf	the	Panthers	are	able	to	put	up	similar	numbers,	they	could	limit	production	and	cover	the	spread	in	the	NFC	South	clash.Ã	ÂFollow	Joe	on	Twitter,	@JTansey90.Statistics
obtained	from	Pro	Football	Reference.	The	Rams	will	want	to	show	their	win	wasn't	a	fluke,	and	that	all	roads	leading	out	of	the	NFC	run	through	their	house.This	should	be	another	instant	classic,	but	New	Orleans	has	just	enough	on	its	side	to	pull	the	upset.	But	forecasting	how	those	victories	came	about	could've	been	an	indication	of	legitimate
psychic	powers.Green	Bay's	guide	to	a	Week	1	win	over	Chicago	seemingly	would've	included	mind-numbing	production	from	Rodgers	and	Davante	Adams.	Robert	Woods/Cooper	Kupp/Brandin	Cooks)	are	among	the	best	this	entire	season	has	to	offer.Oddsmakers	favor	the	Rams	by	2.5,	per	Caesars	Sportsbook,	but	considering	this	contest	will	be	in
L.A.,	that's	the	same	as	calling	it	a	toss-up.The	Saints	will	be	fired	up	to	prove	they	should	have	won	the	last	time	around	and	remain	the	superior	squad.	"We	know	we	have	one	of	the	best	running	backs	in	the	NFL,	if	not	the	best,	and	we	know	we	have	an	offensive	line	that	can	just	ground	and	pound."Maybe	Week	2	follows	closer	to	expectations,	but
if	either	Week	1	trend	carries	over,	it's	easier	to	envision	Cook	looking	special	again	than	it	is	the	Packers	silencing	another	explosive	offense.	Gurley)	and	wide	receiver	(Michael	Thomas	vs.	The	Vikings	preferred	to	ground-and-pound	it	with	Dalvin	Cook	leading	the	way	for	a	rushing	attack	that	piled	up	172	yards	and	three	scores	on	38	attempts."We
know	that's	the	strength	of	our	team,"	Vikings	receiver	Adam	Thielen	said.	The	Rams	survived	and	advanced	26-23,	but	the	Saints	suffered	from	a	missed	pass	interference	call	so	egregious	it	led	to	a	rule	change.A	shade	fewer	than	nine	months	later,	the	clubs	appear	headed	for	another	thrill	ride.L.A.	opened	on	the	right	side	of	a	30-27	nail-biter	with
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