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Losing or damaging a drivers license can be inconvenient for Illinois residents. Obtaining a duplicate is essential for legal driving and maintaining identification credentials. Understanding the steps, costs, and legal implications is critical for those needing a replacement. Application ProcessThe process for obtaining a duplicate drivers license in
Illinois is straightforward but requires attention to detail. Overseen by the Illinois Secretary of States office, applicants can report the loss or damage online, by phone, or in person at a Driver Services facility. This step prevents misuse of the lost or stolen license.Applicants must provide identification to verify their identity, such as a valid passport,
birth certificate, or Social Security card. The Illinois Administrative Code, Title 92, Section 1030.92, outlines acceptable forms of identification. Requirements may vary based on age and citizenship status, so reviewing them beforehand is essential.After verification, applicants must complete forms available on the Secretary of States website or at
local facilities. These forms require personal information, including name, address, and, if available, the drivers license number. Accuracy is vital to avoid delays. The completed form and identification documents must then be submitted. Fees and CostsThe fee for a duplicate drivers license in Illinois is $5, as specified in the Illinois Vehicle Code, 625
ILCS 5/6-118. Payment methods include cash, check, or credit card, but it is advisable to confirm accepted payment methods at the chosen location beforehand. Legal ImplicationsLosing a drivers license in Illinois has legal consequences beyond inconvenience. A valid license serves as proof of the legal right to drive and as a primary form of
identification. Without it, individuals may face challenges in verifying their identity for legal purposes. Promptly obtaining a duplicate helps avoid complications.Driving without a license violates Illinois law. According to 625 ILCS 5/6-101, drivers must carry their license while driving and present it upon request by law enforcement. Failure to comply
can result in fines or other penalties.Additionally, a valid drivers license is essential for maintaining insurance coverage. Insurance companies require a valid license, and not having one during an accident could lead to denial of claims and financial liability. Common Issues and SolutionsCommon challenges in obtaining a duplicate license include
incorrect identification documents, which can lead to delays or denials. Reviewing the list of acceptable documents and bringing originals or certified copies is essential.Errors or discrepancies in personal information on the application form can also cause delays. Double-checking all information before submission and providing documentation to
verify details helps streamline the process and minimizes errors. Identity Theft and Fraud PreventionA lost or stolen drivers license can lead to identity theft or fraud. The Illinois Identity Theft Law, 720 ILCS 5/16-30, provides protections for individuals in such cases. Reporting a lost or stolen license to the Secretary of States office immediately is
crucial to prevent unauthorized use. Monitoring credit reports and financial statements for unusual activity is also recommended. The Illinois Attorney Generals office offers resources for victims of identity theft, including guidance on protecting personal information. Temporary License and Processing TimeApplicants waiting for a duplicate drivers
license may be issued a temporary license, allowing them to continue driving legally. According to the Illinois Secretary of States office, processing times for duplicate licenses typically range up to 15 business days. Keeping the temporary license valid until the new license arrives is important. If processing delays occur, contacting the Secretary of
States office for updates is recommended. If you are a driver with a lost drivers license in Illinois, then you should documents through the Illinois Secretary of States Driver Services Department (DSD) immediately. A missing, broken or damaged copy of drivers license identification excuse will not keep a law enforcement officer from issuing you a
citation when you fail to produce a valid drivers license. Similarly, if your license has been stolen, then it is recommended that you report the thief and replace the card immediately.You must obtain a replacement drivers license to meet the requirements of Illinois driving laws. You can replace drivers license in IL easily and inexpensively at one of the
dozens of DSD offices statewide. It is important to know the requirements to obtain a replacement copy. To learn how to replace drivers license in Illinois, continue reading the information detailed below.When is a replacement drivers license required in Illinois?A replacement driver license in IL is required when your current license is lost or stolen.
A duplicate drivers license in Illinois is also necessary if your drivers license card becomes damaged enough to render any of the text illegible or seriously reduce photo quality. You must have valid credentials to operate a vehicle on public roads.Taking prompt action to replace lost drivers license documents also helps protect your identity and
prevent potential legal issues should your license fall into the wrong hands. If a motorist uses a lost drivers license as his or her own, then the traffic violation will be on the license holders record. This can cause damage to the drivers record.Illinois Drivers License Replacement RequirementsThe DSD cannot issue a drivers license copy online at this
time, and the department requires certain documentation to obtain a drivers license replacement in person at one of its service offices. Documents fall into four categories listed below, but this list is not by any means exhaustive:Group A: Written Signature A canceled check, a signed Social Security card or a passportGroup B: Date of Birth A birth
certificate, adoption record, passport or military service record.Group C: Social Security Number An IL drivers license record, a military service record or a Social Security award letterGroup D: Residency Proof of residency with a bank statement, college transcript, credit report or mortgage/lease agreementDuplicate drivers license applicants must
provide one document from Group A and one document from Group D if requesting an address change. To see a full list of acceptable replacement drivers license documents in each category, contact your local DSD service office. All documents listed above for drivers license replacement purposes must be original copies that are current and not
expired.In many cases, one document will satisfy requirements from more than one group. Photocopies will not be accepted when applying for a duplicate drivers license in Illinois, and the DSD reserves the right to accept or refuse any document.How to Replace Your Illinois Drivers LicenseTo obtain a DMV duplicate license in IL, you must appear in
person at a driver services office with the documents listed above and a form of payment the fee. If your original copy of drivers license documentation was stolen, then bring a copy of your police report.Note: Illinois drivers are allowed three duplicate drivers license replacements annually, and only 10 total replacements over a lifetime.Out-of-State
Drivers License Replacement in IllinoisThe method for out-of-state drivers license replacement in Illinois differs from the way you complete the process in person. First, you must call the Special License and Re-Examination Unit of the Secretary of States office and let the clerk know if you plan to return to Illinois within 90 days or if you will be away
longer than that.If you plan to return to IL within 90 days, then you may request that a temporary DMV duplicate license be mailed to your current out-of-state address. If you plan to be away longer than 90 days, then you will be sent a duplicate drivers license application form and instructions on how to replace your license.Military members
stationed out-of-state and their spouses and dependents living with them may wonder, Where can I get a copy of my drivers license while deployed? These military families may request an extension on their current copy of drivers license documentation that will be valid for up to 120 days.Although the military deferral certificate you receive cannot be
used as a substitute for a lost drivers license, it can be shown with a damaged drivers license to extend its use. If you have other questions regarding how to get copy of drivers license documents while stationed out-of-state, call the License and Medical Review Unit.How to Report a Missing Drivers License in IllinoisIf you need a duplicate drivers
license because yours was stolen, then you need to contact your local police department and report your stolen drivers license. The DSD recommends reporting a lost copy of drivers license documents as well. This is due to the rampant problem of identity theft and the very real chance that your original credentials could be used to commit fraud if
your old license falls into the wrong hands.If the authorities have a record of you replacing drivers license credentials, then they will know that your former drivers license number is no longer valid. Having a police report also allows you to waive your duplicate drivers license fee when you apply for your new license.Illinois Drivers License
Replacement FeesThe basic Illinois replacement drivers license fee is $5. However, the following drivers can get copy of drivers license credentials at no charge by providing supporting documentation:Active-duty members of the U.S. armed forces, the members spouse and dependent children living with the service memberDrivers 60 years of age
and older whose original copy of drivers license credentials has been lost or stolenAny driver with a lost drivers license due to theft and a police report verifying the crime Duplicate / Corrected Driver's License / Commercial Driver's License provides information concerning replacing, correcting a driver's license or obtaining a commercial driver's
license. Illinois Secretary of State allows you to make an appointment at select DMV facilities to ensure guaranteed service for REAL ID, drivers license, ID card services, and in-car driving tests. Please schedule an appointment today and Skip-the-Line.New appointment openings become available daily at 7 a.m.You can schedule your appointment
online here:Schedule your DMV appointment in IllinoisIf your drivers license is lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed, youll want to get a duplicate as soon as possible.Dont delay! Driving without a valid license can result in a traffic ticket. And not being able to provide proof of your identity with your Illinois drivers license when you need to can be a
hassle.This page will provide you with the simple steps on what to do if you lost your drivers license in Illinois.If you suspect your drivers license has been stolen and may be used by someone else to steal your identity, you should file a police report along with requesting a replacement. In some cases, the Illinois SOS may decide to issue you a new
drivers license number.Before you apply for a duplicate drivers license, youll need to make sure you have everything you need to complete the transaction.To replace your drivers license in Illinois, you should be prepared with the following items and information:Note, if you do not know your drivers license number or cannot provide all of the
required information, youll need to be prepared to provide additional information or provide acceptable proof of your identity to the SOS.Keep in mind, if your address or name has changed since losing your license, you may need to take care of those tasks before getting a replacement. For more information, check out our simple guides on those
topics:SOS Address Change in Illinois.SOS Name Change Guide.Check out your options for requesting a replacement and the cost of a duplicate license below.Your options for replacing a lost drivers license are:Note, if your license has been stolen and you file a police report, the duplicate fee may be waived.Once you complete the transaction and pay
the necessary fees, youll typically receive a temporary license or receipt until your replacement license arrives in the mail.In most cases, it will take at least a few weeks to get to you. If your new drivers license hasnt arrived, contact the Illinois SOS.Note, if youd like to take this opportunity to get an enhanced drivers license or REAL ID, youll need to
visit your SOS office in person.Yes, eligible drivers can replace their license online.To get started, visit: fee for a duplicate license is $5.A duplicate license is free for active-duty military and their families, drivers 60+, and people who had their license stolen.Note, if you are within the timeframe of being eligible to renew your Illinois drivers license,
you may consider doing that instead.For official, up-to-date information about replacing a lost license in Illinois, please visit the official SOS website at: . To report your lost or stolen drivers license, you should first contact the local police department. A duplicate drivers license can be obtained at any Illinois Driver Services Facility.Youll need to show
acceptable identification and pay a fee in order to do so. How much does a replacement license cost in Illinois? Duplicate/Corrected Drivers License/Permit Fees: $5 for a duplicate/Corrected drivers license/permit.$2. Duplicate/Corrected Drivers License/Permit for 81-86 years old. Free duplicate/corrected drivers license/permit for people aged 87
and up. $5 for a duplicate/corrected temporary (90-day) drivers licenseThe next question is whether I can drive if my license is lost in Illinois. Its critical that you get a replacement drivers license as soon as possible if youve lost your Illinois drivers license or had it stolen. In Illinois, driving a vehicle without a valid license or permit is illegal, and your
driving privileges may be harmed if you are discovered driving without one. In Illinois, what documents are required to replace a lost drivers license?Visit an Illinois SOS office to replace your Illinois drivers license. Please provide proof of your signature, birth date, SSN, and residence address. Pay the $5 duplicate drivers license fee. Do you need
your drivers license with you?You do not have to bring your driving license with you when driving, contrary to popular belief. However, it is highly recommended. A police officer can request your license at any time, and if you dont produce it right away, youll have to submit it to a police station within seven days.In Illinois, how do I obtain a new
drivers license?Heres what youll need to do to achieve this: Get parental consent. Enroll in a driver education course that has been approved. Visit your local Secretary of States office.Present proper identification documents. Pass a written exam as well as a vision screening. You must pay the required fee. What do I need to get a new drivers license
from Illinois?Visit an Illinois SOS office to replace a lost license in Illinois. Please provide proof of your signature, birth date, SSN, and residence address. The $5 duplicate drivers license fee must be paid.If I lose my drivers license, how can I drive?If your original driving license has been lost, stolen, or mutilated, a duplicate driving license can be
obtained from the same RTO that issued it. You can apply for a duplicate DL without any hassles either online or at the regional transport office.In Illinois, what do you need to obtain a replacement ID?Proof of Identity When applying for a duplicate drivers license at the Driver Services Facility, you must provide the required identification. Written
signature (such as government ID, passport, or Social Security card) and date of birth (such as birth certificate) are required.What do I need to obtain my Illinois drivers license?You must visit a Secretary of States facility, show required identification documents, and have your photo taken in order to obtain an Illinois drivers license. All valid out-of-
state licenses, state ID cards, instruction permits, and commercial drivers licenses must be surrendered. Pay the appropriate fee.What are the required documents for an Illinois drivers license?Documentation for Illinois Drivers Licenses is required. You must provide acceptable forms of identification to obtain an Illinois drivers license or ID card,
including your legal name, date of birth, Social Security number, residence, and signature.What is the best way to replace a lost drivers license?If your DL is lost, stolen, or damaged, you must visit a DMV field office, fill out the DL 44/eDL 44 form (which can be completed online in advance) and pay a fee to replace it. A photo ID is also required.In
Illinois, how much does a genuine ID cost?Residents with a drivers license that expires in more than a year pay $5 for a Real ID. Real IDs, on the other hand, cost $30 as much as a regular drivers license renewal.ls it possible to check my drivers license status online in Illinois?If an applicants new permanent drivers license or state ID isnt received
after 15 business days of visiting a facility, it can be checked online or by calling 217-782-7044. If you have either lost your Illinois drivers license or had it stolen, its important to get a replacement as soon as possible. Its illegal to drive a vehicle in Illinois without a valid license or permit, and if you are found driving without one your driving privileges
may be affected.How and When to Apply for a Replacement Illinois Drivers LicenseAs soon as you realize your ID or Illinois drivers license are missing, you should contact your local police department and report it. This is an important step in fighting potential identity fraud or theft. You must then visit an Illinois Driver Services Facility in order get a
duplicate license issued to you. It is important that you bring the acceptable identification and the possible replacement fee.Duplicate Drivers License $5Duplicate Drivers License (stolen with police report) FREEDuplicate Drivers License (military & military spouse)FREEDuplicate Drivers License for drivers 60 and overFREEProof of IdentityWhen you
are applying for a duplicate drivers license at the Driver Services Facility, you will need to provide the appropriate identification. You will need identification that shows:Written signature (such as government ID, passport, Social Security card)Date of birth (such as birth certificate)Social Security number (Social Security card)Residency (such as bank
statement, insurance policy)What If Youre Out of State or Country?If you happen to be out of the state of Illinois when you lose your drivers license its important that you call the License and Medical Review Section at (217) 782-2720 as soon as possible. The License and Medical Review Section will give you information on receiving a temporary
license and/or how to apply to get a duplicate license sent to your out-of-state address. You also may request a temporary drivers license and/or an application for a duplicate drivers license by e-mailing the Secretary of States office with your full name, date of birth, Illinois drivers license number and out-of-state address.
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