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Given article text here Looking forward to meeting you on this trip! If you're thinking about taking a road trip or planning a flight, there are plenty of options available. One idea is to take the route through Arlington and Nashville for a more direct drive. Alternatively, consider flying from Washington, DC to New Orleans for an easier journey. We can
also explore other destinations together, such as London, Hong Kong, or Sydney, if you're looking for inspiration for future trips. We recently embarked on a road trip from Washington DC to Virginia, with a few days in between to leave our car at the hotel. When we finally set off, we headed to Reagan National Airport, equipped with my homemade
CD and ready for adventure! We picked up our car and drove to Arlington National Cemetery, exploring the grounds before heading into the countryside. We visited picturesque towns like Middleburg, Warrenton, and Little Washington, and took a scenic drive along Skyline Drive through Shenandoah National Park. The park offered breathtaking
views of the valley and numerous hiking trails. Our next stop was Charlottesville, where we visited Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's home. While learning about Jefferson's life and legacy, I couldn't help but notice the lack of discussion about the lives of the slaves who lived and worked at Monticello. Our guide spent a significant amount of time
discussing Jefferson's achievements, including his role in writing the Declaration of Independence. However, there was no mention of the 300 slaves he owned throughout his life. The omission left me wishing for more context and a more nuanced understanding of this complex historical figure. After visiting Monticello, we stopped at the University of
Virginia for a stroll before heading to our motel in Williamsburg. The next day, we explored Colonial Williamsburg, a restored colonial village with actors dressed in period clothing providing tours and performances. While geared towards children, it was an excellent way to learn about US history for those unfamiliar, like us as Europeans. The
following day, we visited the Petersburg battlefield but left early due to lack of attractions. We then drove 400 miles south to Charleston, South Carolina, listening to music along the way. Upon arrival, we spent a couple of days exploring the city center and nearby plantations like Magnolia and Boone Hall. We also visited slave cabins and heard their
stories, providing a glimpse into the darker side of the area's beauty. Unfortunately, our 4th of July plans were cancelled due to a storm, so we ended up having burgers at a diner instead. After four days in Charleston, we headed to Savannah, stopping in Beaufort along the way to marvel at the city's picturesque architecture and Spanish moss-draped
oak trees. We spent a day and a half wandering through Savannah before embarking on a 1.5-day drive through Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Our final stop was New Orleans, where we visited Nottoway Plantation and Laura Plantation, both of which left us deeply moved. Time for some big fun on the bayou! On our
last day of our road trip, we took a swamp tour at Honey Island Swamp, just an hour from New Orleans. The mysterious realm of cypress trees rising out of the muddy water and alligators lurking in the distance had something magical about it - the perfect ending to our 14-day, 2100-mile adventure! After dropping off our rental car, we spent three
more days exploring this extraordinary city before wrapping up our trip. We saw and did plenty of things along the way, but the drive itself was fantastic, and the people... oh, the people were just so wonderful, warm, and kind! We felt welcome everywhere we went! I'll write a separate post about this epic road trip soon, as there's definitely enough to
tell for its own story. Given article text here People are planning a trip from Washington DC to New Orleans and have different ideas for the route. Some suggest flying to Savannah or Memphis before starting a road trip along the Gulf Coast or exploring music and architecture in Mississippi. Others propose driving through the mountains, visiting
places like Gatlinburg, Nashville, and Asheville. One person recommends spending all their time in DC with a day in Shenandoah National Park. Others suggest flying to Charlotte or Charleston and then heading to New Orleans via car or another flight. The group is trying to decide on the best route based on individual interests and preferences.
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