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Similar guns to me but have never owned either. I have handled / fired both. Historically, I have found the M&Ps to have better fitment of the little things like selector, bolt release, etc. Quoted: This thread has been really informative. I really appreciate everybody who has chimed in. Would it correct to assume that as a recoil spring weakens, the
cyclic rate of the host firearm increases? That being said, a brand new Colt or FN M4A1 that comes off of the assembly line is going to have a slower rate of fire than an M4A1 that has been in the field used widely?View Quote Would it correct to assume that as a recoil spring weakens, the cyclic rate of the host firearm increases? It is my experience
that the stronger the recoil spring the faster the rate of fire all other things being equal. A stronger recoil spring pushes the action closed much faster than a weak recoil spring and during the compression stroke a stronger spring doesn't seem to really slow down the rearward movement all that much. That being said, a brand new Colt or FN M4A1
that comes off of the assembly line is going to have a slower rate of fire than an M4A1 that has been in the field used widely? That has been my experience, even though the recoil spring may be slightly fatigued on the used gun. This is due to the used gun has all the wear surfaces smoothed out, the gas rings are broken in (less friction closing the
bolt), and even more critical in terms of cyclic rate is that the used gun's gas port in the barrel will be eroded, which means more gas into the FSB and down the gas tube, pushing the action open more violently, speeding up the rate of fire. it's a competition at this point. who can make the largest footprint, heavy, complex, five five six rifle? Posted:
7/5/2023 8:11:02 AM EDT So I went shooting my new suppressed 5.56 build recently and noticed how hot it gets compared to non-suppressed ARs. I wasn't magdumping it, in fact I was shooting it relatively normally. However, after a few magazines the handguard was able to get to the point where it was noticeably hot. Still able to hold it without
getting burned though. I've never seen my rifle get that hot before. I don't have a temperature gun, so I'm curious how I can know by feel or sight/smell when my rifle needs to cool down. I have a really nice Criterion barrel in there that I got really lucky with the barrel lottery on so it shoots extremely well. I don't want to risk damaging the rifling or
warping anything and lowering rifle accuracy.So, how hot can rifles get before you start to wear down the barrel/other parts, and how can you tell "in the field" when you've reached this point? Delton used to offer a 1:7 twist option which I got on my first AR kit build from them but they seem to have dropped it now. I don't think it makes any field
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friends (i'm sure this will offend some of you, so no need to argue, our mileage always differs) Colt makes tough very-reliable military-quality battle-proven utility ARs (not including their low-cost Expanse, Competition, CE or CR series) and are the benchmark to which all others are compared. Starting around $800 Colt Expanse/Competition/CE/CR-
series, S&W, Ruger, SIG, Rock River, Stag, Bushmaster, Windham, CMMG, DPMS, PSA, SGW, FN, Delton, Armailite, Midwest, Sabre, Palmetto, Aero, Eagle, Olympic, Anderson, Remington, Adams, Mossberg, Spikes, etc are usually considered entry level guns and range toys, meaning they aren’t built for heavy use or extreme reliability. They’'re for
first-time buyers wanting to learn about the AR platform, those looking to try a new hobby, for shooting ground squirrels, plinking, laws-might-change-so-I-better-get-something-now, or just for fun. (Best buy: S&W M&P15 Sport II). Starting around $500 Daniel Defense (DD), LaRue, Lewis Machine & Tool (LMT), and Knight's Armament Company
(KAC) are “top-tier” makers producing fully-functional reliable high-quality boutique ARs with excellent fit/finish and lots of options, often used in world-class competitions and by elite military teams. These rifles may offer options not found in less expensive brands. Starting around $1600 I'd suggest: - if you want an ultra-reliable utlility AR for
defense, buy a military style Colt - if you want one to play with, a better entry level model may work for you - if you want fancier, more options and better finished, consider top tier A little reading from the good folks at appearance of a colored label/ ID tag starts in the 60’s but it is white and has no factory logo on it. The tan color seems to have come
in the 70’s and stuck around until the change to what we call the "Green" label series. The Green label appears to begin with the M16A2 series sent to the US Marine Corp. and the US Army in 1984. It also becomes attached to the AR15 series at this point. Colt changed the color of the labels in 1990 to distinguish a newer type. The Sporter series.
This "Blue" label weapon was born to separate the new series because they were to have different features than the Green labels and this would allow them to be shipped to states banning those AR’s with green label features. The "Yellow" label has typically identified the Colt custom shop. They can be found throughout the 80’s and the 90’s. The
"White" label is a rare model. When Colt was having deep financial problems in the late 80’s, they had lost the M16A2 contract to FN, they had a lot of parts left over from their DOD contract’s. They started producing a limited run of "combo" labels, if that is an appropriate term, that had Blue label AND Green label features. These are what are
known as "White" label guns. They supposedly shipped with a white tag/ id label that separated them from their earlier green label cousins. I remember reading an American Rifleman magazine, from 1990/917?, that had an article about one. The story writer/editor wanted to have a bayonet lug put on his AR15. It had a "semi" M16 production line
lower, small front take down screw/pin, standard diameter fire control pins but lacked the bayolug. The white labels are pre blue label but post green label. They start in 1989 and seem to be made for less than a year. Colt has stuck with the Blue label now for 10 years." I still have one Green Label, a almost NIB, 6520 with a 4 diget serial number that
is almost the model number!Bill Here's the detailed rundown from the linked pages on who made what; from what I've been able to ascertain -- I need to find some old SHOTGUN NEWS from 1978 or so. Lower Receivers Quality Parts Company (later Bushmaster). This was the first iteration of Bushmaster. Essential Arms. They basically contracted out
their cast receivers - those whose letters and numbers are aligned near perfectly were cast by Ruger, while the misaligned number receivers were cast by an as unknown company in Texas. Back in the days their lowers cost about $59.00. They went out of business in late 1994 / early 1995 and DPMS bought the tooling. The name was briefly revived
in the early 2000s. Eagle Arms. Formed 1986. Later bought the rights to the old Armalite company in 1997 and renamed themselves Armalite. (it didn't hurt that they had begun development of an AR15 in .308 as well). Palmetto Armory. Their lower receivers were made by SGW/Olympic Arms. PWA (Pac-West Arms). Their lower receivers were made
by Lewis Machine and Tool Company (LMT). Company defunct by 2000-2001. SGW (Schuetzen Gun Works) / Olympic Arms. Schuetzen Gun Works began in 1956 in Colorado Springs making barrels. They eventually moved to Olympia, WA in 1975 and started making lowers in 1979. In 1982, they changed their name to Olympic Arms, Inc. Back in the
days their lowers cost about $89.00. Frankfort Arsenal. They went out of business in 1987.) Advanced Armaments Inc. Sendra. Nesard was also owned by the same owner. Basically, Sendra made lowers, and Nesard made the parts. Lower Parts Kits Manufacturers/Resellers Lone Star Ordnance -- One of the earliest aftermarket accessory makers for
the AR15; going back to maybe the early 1980s. Around 1990-92, their grips were pretty common as people liked them due to better grip and a storage area for miscellaneous stuff. Nesard -- Owned by the same company that also owned Sendra. Dick Drasen, the owner of both companies, got into trouble with the Federal Government when it was
found that Nesard was “acquiring” parts from Illinois National Guard Armories. Sarco -- They're still in business as of now ( and have been so for about 50 years. However, their surplus is drying up -- the days of junkyards of cheap M-16A1 parts are about ten years in the past. Gunsmoke Enterprises -- They got banned from AR15.com a long time ago -
- (LINK to 2006 thread). Basically, they used to be an OK parts store a long time ago, but around 1999~ they got greedy: Per Banzai: OK, here's the history behind GunSmoke. Back in the early days of the first generation of this board, about the time frame of the first gun ban, everyone was scrambling for parts. There was NOWHERE near the variety
of products and suppliers that there are now. When Armalite, Bushmaster, and Colt were out of parts, or they were just sky high crazy expensive, GunSmoke had deep deep stock. They made a small fortune charging just under the going street price (which was a higher than retail at that time due to the rush of the ban). They sold most of their stuff to
members and posters here on ARFCOM. Well, as the parts started to come in, the post numbers racked up, and QUICK. Seems that they were NOT A, B, or C parts, but reject junk. Complaints followed, words were exchanged, and then it got UGLY UGLY UGLY. The end result = lots of good people got taken on bad deals for bad parts and GunSmoke
was banned from the board for life. The same thing happened on a few other boards, for all the same reasons, too. I have a Franklin BFSIII in my 300 Blk pistol, indeed it is fun. It takes a lot of will power not to rip mags with it I just wish the dang ATF would get a move on with approving my suppressor. Going into month 5 on the wait. Sigh.In an
odd twist of fate, the Brits, as restrictive as they are about firearms, sell the things right over the counter. Walk in, pay and walk out with a suppressor...they don't even put serial numbers on them over there.



