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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Updated	on	January	8,	2024	The	driveshaft	is	a	crucial	part	of	your	vehicle,	connecting	the	engine	to	the	wheels	and	making	sure	you	get	where	you	need	to	go.	But	like	anything	else	in	your	car,	it	can	start	to	wear
out	over	time.	When	that	happens,	it’s	important	to	catch	the	signs	early	before	it	turns	into	a	bigger	problem.	A	bad	driveshaft	will	cause	shaking	while	driving,	especially	when	going	fast.	You	could	hear	odd	sounds	like	clunks	or	squeaks	from	below.	Turning	might	feel	harder	than	usual.	If	you	can	see	the	damage	to	the	driveshaft	or	leaks,	that’s	a
clear	sign	of	trouble.	In	really	bad	cases,	the	car	won’t	even	move.	How	Does	the	Driveshaft	Work?	The	driveshaft	is	like	a	bridge	in	your	car	that	connects	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	Its	job	is	to	take	the	power	from	the	engine	and	use	it	to	turn	the	wheels,	making	the	car	move.	To	do	this,	the	driveshaft	has	parts	called	U-joints	that	let	it	bend	and
move,	especially	when	the	car	is	turning	or	going	over	bumps.	But	like	all	parts	of	a	car,	the	driveshaft	can	get	worn	out	or	damaged.	This	can	happen	if	the	U-joints	lose	their	lubrication,	making	them	rough	and	less	flexible.	Heavy	use,	like	towing	big	loads	or	driving	on	rough	roads,	can	also	wear	it	out	faster.	Sometimes,	things	from	the	road,	like
rocks,	can	hit	and	damage	the	driveshaft.	If	the	u-joint	gets	messed	up,	you	can’t	really	drive	too	long	with	it	in	such	a	bad	condition.	If	the	driveshaft	isn’t	working	right,	the	car	won’t	perform	well	and	might	even	become	unsafe.	That’s	why	it’s	important	to	check	it	regularly,	keep	the	U-joints	lubricated,	and	fix	any	problems	as	soon	as	they	come	up.
Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Driveshaft	1.	Vibrations	One	of	the	first	and	most	obvious	signs	that	something’s	up	with	the	driveshaft	is	vibrations.	If	the	driveshaft	or	any	of	its	parts,	like	the	U-joints,	are	wearing	out,	they	won’t	be	as	balanced	as	they	should	be.	This	lack	of	balance	makes	the	driveshaft	wobble,	causing	those	vibes	you	can	feel	in	the	car.	These
vibrations	tend	to	get	more	noticeable	as	you	pick	up	speed.	If	you	don’t	address	these	vibrations,	they	can	lead	to	other	problems	in	your	vehicle	and	shorten	the	lifespan	of	other	parts.	2.	Strange	Noises	Another	obvious	sign	that	the	driveshaft	could	be	acting	up	is	if	you	start	hearing	some	strange	sounds.	When	the	U-joints	or	other	components	of
the	driveshaft	begin	to	wear	out,	they	don’t	operate	as	smoothly	as	they	should.	This	can	lead	to	some	weird	noises	coming	from	under	the	car.	You	might	hear	a	clunking	sound,	especially	when	you’re	stepping	on	the	gas	or	slowing	down.	You	might	hear	some	rattling	or	scraping	noises	too.	Ignoring	these	sounds	can	cause	bigger	problems	down	the
road	as	the	driveshaft	keeps	getting	worse.	3.	Difficulty	Turning	If	you	start	noticing	that	your	car	isn’t	as	responsive	when	you	try	to	turn,	or	if	it	feels	like	there’s	some	resistance,	it	could	be	related	to	the	driveshaft.	Specifically,	the	U-joints	in	the	driveshaft	might	be	wearing	out	or	failing.	These	joints	allow	the	driveshaft	to	flex	and	adjust	as	the
vehicle	moves,	especially	during	turns.	When	they’re	not	in	good	shape,	they	can’t	adjust	as	smoothly,	making	the	vehicle	harder	to	steer.	This	will	be	much	more	noticeable	when	making	sharp	turns	or	navigating	curves.	4.	Rhythmic	Squeaking	Sounds	When	the	U-joints	of	the	driveshaft	start	to	wear	out,	they	may	not	be	well	lubricated.	This	lack	of
lubrication	can	make	them	squeak,	kinda	like	a	door	hinge	that	needs	some	oiling.	You	might	hear	this	rhythmic	squeak	getting	faster	as	you	speed	up	your	vehicle.	If	you	notice	this	repetitive	squeak	coming	from	under	your	car,	especially	while	you’re	moving,	it’s	a	sign	that	the	U-joints	might	need	some	attention	–	either	lubrication	or	replacement.
5.	Visible	Damage	Sometimes,	the	driveshaft	itself	can	get	damaged.	This	could	be	due	to	a	collision	or	an	accident,	but	it’s	also	possible	for	debris	on	the	road	to	hit	and	damage	the	driveshaft.	In	this	case,	you	might	see	visible	signs	of	damage,	such	as	dents	or	bends	in	the	driveshaft.	Over	time,	even	regular	wear	and	tear	or	rough	driving
conditions	can	take	a	toll	on	it.	If	the	U-joints	aren’t	doing	their	job	properly,	the	driveshaft	might	get	knocked	around	more	than	it	should,	leading	to	further	damage.	6.	Transmission	Fluid	Leak	Your	car’s	got	a	bunch	of	fluids	that	help	everything	run	smoothly,	and	sometimes,	a	faulty	driveshaft	can	cause	some	of	those	fluids	to	leak.	Specifically,	if
the	driveshaft	damages	the	transmission	seals,	you	might	start	seeing	transmission	fluid	dripping	from	your	car.	This	fluid	is	typically	red	or	brown,	so	it’s	pretty	noticeable	when	it’s	out	of	place.	Leaks	are	never	a	good	sign.	It	might	not	seem	like	a	big	deal	at	first,	but	eventually,	with	low	transmission	fluid	levels,	your	vehicle’s	transmission	could
overheat	and	lead	to	some	serious	damage.	7.	Car	Won’t	Move	This	is	the	big	one.	Imagine	turning	on	your	car,	and	revving	the	engine,	but	when	you	hit	the	gas,	nothing	happens.	The	engine’s	running,	but	the	car	just	isn’t	going	anywhere.	This	can	happen	when	the	driveshaft	is	completely	broken	or	disconnected.	Since	the	driveshaft’s	job	is	to
transfer	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	if	it’s	out	of	commission,	that	power	doesn’t	get	to	the	wheels.	This	issue	can	also	happen	if	the	U-joints	are	damaged	or	not	working	properly,	as	they’re	responsible	for	connecting	the	driveshaft	to	the	transmission	and	rear	differential.	Either	way,	it’s	clear	that	without	a	functioning	driveshaft,	your	car
isn’t	going	anywhere	anytime	soon.	How	to	Diagnose	a	Bad	Driveshaft	First	of	all,	give	the	driveshaft	a	visual	inspection.	See	any	rust	or	damage,	especially	around	those	U-joints	(the	parts	connecting	the	driveshaft	to	other	stuff)?	If	it	looks	sketchy,	chances	are	it’s	not	doing	its	job	very	well.	Drive	around	a	bit.	Hear	any	clunking	when	shifting	or	a
squeaking	sound	at	low	speeds?	That’s	not	good.	Feeling	a	weird	vibration	as	you	speed	up?	That’s	another	sign.	Park	your	car	and	engage	the	parking	brake.	Get	under	the	car	(safely!)	and	try	wiggling	the	driveshaft.	If	it	moves	too	much,	those	U-joints	might	be	busted.	While	you’re	down	there,	see	any	fluid	leaks	near	the	transmission	or
differential?	Not	a	driveshaft	issue	directly,	but	still	something	to	note.	If	your	car	has	a	two-piece	driveshaft,	there’s	a	center	bearing.	Give	that	a	look.	If	it’s	worn	or	looks	off,	it	could	be	causing	issues.	Conclusion	The	driveshaft	plays	a	crucial	role	in	how	your	vehicle	works,	connecting	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	If	you	notice	any	vibrations,	strange
noises,	difficulty	steering,	squeaking,	visible	damage,	leaks	in	transmission	fluid,	or	the	car	not	moving,	it’s	important	to	pay	attention.	Addressing	these	symptoms	promptly	is	not	just	about	performance,	but	also	your	safety.	Regular	inspections	can	prevent	bigger	problems	and	keep	your	vehicle	in	top	shape.	Here	are	some	articles	that	you	might
enjoy:	Reasons	Why	Your	Car	Vibrates	Between	30	mph,	40	mph,	and	60	mph	Why	Does	My	Car	Shake	When	I	Hit	60	MPH?	What	Happens	If	My	Drive	Shaft	Breaks	While	Driving?	What	Causes	A	Transfer	Case	Leak?	Are	you	now	experiencing	loud	vibrations	coming	from	your	car’s	underside	while	it	is	running?	In	this	situation,	your	car	most	likely
exhibits	indications	of	a	faulty	drive	shaft.	Driveshafts	are	intended	to	transmit	the	transmission’s	torque	to	the	wheels.	The	driveshafts	are	subjected	to	a	tremendous	amount	of	strain	when	in	operation,	and	with	time	they	frequently	fail	and	have	problems.	When	you	apply	gas,	your	vehicle	can	start	to	vibrate	if	it’s	not	feeling	well.	If	this	is	the	case,
you	might	think	about	having	your	driveshaft	checked.	There	must	be	replacement	or	repair	of	the	drive	shaft.	This	will	get	your	car	back	in	operating	order.	Without	these	fixes,	your	driveshaft	may	break.	A	damaged	driveshaft	is	impossible	to	transfer	torque	to	the	wheels.	In	other	words,	the	car	will	be	rendered	immobile	and	incapable	of	moving.
Driveshafts	may	also	fracture	in	collisions.	Therefore,	a	repair	is	required.	This	will	restore	the	car’s	ability	to	be	driven.	We	will	study	everything	there	is	to	know	about	driveshafts	in	this	essay.	We’ll	find	out	what	they	are	and	where	they	are	in	the	car.	We	shall	also	go	over	their	purpose	and	operation.	After	that,	we’ll	discuss	the	signs	of	a	broken
driveshaft,	how	to	fix	a	driveshaft,	and	how	much	it	will	cost	to	repair	or	replace	a	driveshaft	on	your	car.	So	let’s	start.	The	Drive	Shaft:	What	Is	It?	Before	delving	further	into	the	signs	of	a	faulty	driveshaft,	we	should	discuss	the	expense	of	drive	shaft	repair	and	replacement.	Let’s	first	go	through	the	nature	and	operation	of	these	components.	Drive
shaft	by	IP83	/	CC	BY-SA	3.0.	Energy	is	transmitted	through	the	driving	shaft.	The	gearbox	receives	the	energy	produced	by	combustion	in	the	engine.	The	gearbox	converts	the	energy	from	the	crankshaft	rotation	of	this	engine	into	useable	torque.	Simply	put,	the	drive	shaft	is	an	energy	transmitter.	Energy	generated	by	combustion	in	the	engine	is
transferred	to	the	transmission.	This	engine’s	crankshaft	rotational	energy	is	transformed	into	useful	torque	via	the	gearbox.	The	energy	that	your	vehicle	has	just	produced	for	carrying	is	known	as	torque.	In	the	US	and	Europe,	the	torque	is	expressed	in	pound-feet	or	Newton-meters,	respectively.	The	stronger	and	faster	the	driveshaft	is	spun	by	the
transmission,	the	higher	the	torque.	The	driveshaft’s	job	is	to	transfer	this	torque	to	the	wheels	over	its	entire	life.	This	torque	goes	to	the	rear	differential	if	the	car	is	rear-wheel	drive.	The	differential	then	determines	how	to	apply	the	torque.	If	the	vehicle	has	front-wheel	drive,	the	transaxle	transmits	power	to	the	front	wheels.	Although	it	may	seem
difficult,	this	is	rather	easy.	We	will	examine	this	issue	in	further	detail	in	the	following	chapter	and	provide	a	clearer	response	to	your	query.	Typically,	the	driveshaft	is	a	large	iron	tube.	In	vehicles	with	rear-wheel	drive,	it	is	more	noticeable.	The	tube	has	to	be	tougher	and	larger	the	stronger	the	engine	is.	Trucks	in	particular	have	this
characteristic.	Here,	driveshafts	are	very	large,	and	drive	shaft	maintenance	is	also	more	challenging.	The	driveshafts	in	vehicles	are	more	compact	and	smaller.	especially	in	front-wheel-drive	vehicles.	The	front	wheel	is	connected	to	the	transaxle	by	these	driveshafts,	which	are	iron	rods	that	carry	rotational	energy	to	the	wheel.	Where	Is	the	Drive
Shaft	Located	In	a	Car?	What	kind	of	car	you	drive	affects	where	the	driveshaft	is	located.	All-wheel-drive	and	four-wheel-drive	vehicles	often	have	two	or	more	driveshafts,	whereas	rear-wheel-drive	vehicles	have	a	single	lengthy	driveshaft	connecting	the	differential	and	transmission.	Power	is	sent	to	the	rear	wheels	of	vehicles	with	rear-wheel	drive.
In	these	setups,	the	lengthy	driveshaft	is	joined	at	the	universal	joints	on	one	end	to	the	transmission	and	the	other	to	the	differential.	The	all-wheel-drive	or	four-wheel-drive	vehicle	will	have	two	driveshafts,	in	contrast.	The	vehicle’s	back	features	the	same	configuration.	However,	a	front	driveshaft	with	U-joints	connects	it	to	the	front	differential	and
transfer	case.	Because	the	front	wheels	transmit	power,	front-wheel	drive	vehicles	don’t	have	long	driveshafts.	This	kind	of	car	has	all	the	parts	required	to	deliver	torque	up	front,	unlike	rear-wheel-drive	vehicles.	The	transaxle	design	uses	constant	velocity	(CV)	joints	rather	than	universal	joints	to	link	the	axles.	The	Drive	Shafts:	How	Do	They	Work?
The	driveshafts	are	rather	basic,	as	we	already	stated.	The	wheels	get	the	torque	through	it.	However,	front-wheel	drive	and	rear-wheel	drive	vehicles	differ	from	one	another.	The	drive	shaft	appears	different	and	is	laid	out	differently	in	both	of	these	types	of	cars.	So	it’s	wise	to	know	how	to	distinguish	between	these	two	kinds	of	driveshafts.	This
will	help	you	comprehend	how	these	components	function	better.	Additionally,	the	front	suspension’s	movement	must	be	followed	by	the	driving	shaft.	When	a	vehicle	bounces	and	rebounds,	the	drive	shaft	must	also	do	so	and	modify	following	the	peculiarities	of	the	road.	The	suspension	or	transmission	will	break	or	be	damaged	if	the	driveshaft	is
unable	to	adapt.	Rear	axle,	suspension,	and	drive	shaft	by	Ralf	Roletschek	/	CC	BY	3.0.	Many	driveshafts	also	have	slip	joints	to	accommodate	the	wheels’	forward	and	backward	motion.	This	is	what	sets	4×4	or	all-terrain	vehicles	apart.	Slip	joints	are	also	used	on	a	lot	of	drive	shafts	to	allow	for	the	wheels’	forward	and	backward	motion.	This	is	a
distinguishing	feature	of	4×4	or	all-terrain	vehicles.	We	are	going	to	specifically	discuss	that	in	this	chapter.	1.	For	the	Front-Wheel	Drive	There	are	two	drive	shafts	in	front-wheel-drive	vehicles.	The	transaxle	is	attached	to	these	driveshafts.	A	unique	part	known	as	a	transaxle	is	used	to	transmit	torque	from	the	transmission	to	the	wheels.	Today’s
vehicles	frequently	have	a	transaxle	configuration.	They	are	used	in	cars	with	four-wheel	drive,	all-wheel	drive,	and	front-wheel	drive.	To	distribute	the	torque	appropriately,	they	operate	as	a	differential.	Two	drive	shafts	are	linked	to	the	transaxle,	which	is	found	in	front-wheel-drive	vehicles.	One	for	each	wheel,	then.	These	tiny	driveshafts	rotate.
They	turn	the	wheel	as	they	do	this,	causing	the	car	to	start	moving.	Compared	to	the	rear-wheel	drive	shafts	we	will	discuss	next,	these	driveshafts	are	different.	Unlike	rear-wheel-drive	vehicles,	which	utilize	universal	joints,	the	driveshafts	on	the	front	wheels	employ	constant	velocity	joints.	Because	CV	joints	are	often	positioned	at	an	angle,	this
operates	differently.	However,	because	you	only	need	to	remove	the	front	wheel	and	the	knuckle	from	these	cars,	drive	shaft	repairs	are	now	simpler.	This	is	in	contrast	to	rear-wheel-drive	universal	joints,	which	need	that	the	vehicle	gets	raised	on	a	lift.	Just	the	driveshaft	has	to	be	removed	here.	2.	For	the	Rear-Wheel	Drive	As	we	previously
established,	rear-wheel	drive	operates	differently.	The	drive	shaft	is	located	in	the	middle	of	a	rear-wheel-drive	vehicle.	It	links	the	rear	differential	to	the	gearbox.	The	driving	shaft	is	at	this	junction.	Input	and	output	shafts	are	used	to	construct	this	driveshaft.	Using	universal	joints,	the	input	and	output	shafts	are	joined.	The	driveshaft’s	internal
yokes	allow	for	the	shaft’s	deformation.	This	is	so	because	the	shaft	cannot	always	be	perfectly	straight.	When	there	are	obstructions	in	the	road,	something	that	is	designed	to	be	straight	will	break.	This	enables	the	driveshaft	to	turn	to	a	45-degree	angle	when	necessary.	The	driveshaft’s	slip	joints	also	let	the	driveshaft	pivot	both	forward	and
backward.	The	driveshaft’s	starting	point	or	the	center	of	the	drive	shaft	is	often	where	this	slip	joint	is	installed.	Two	drive	shafts	that	are	linked	by	a	central	bearing	and	joined	by	a	universal	joint	are	typically	used	in	vehicles	with	lengthy	wheelbases.	Because	of	this,	the	driveshaft	is	incredibly	adaptable	and	versatile	when	driving.	These	universal
and	sliding	joints	have	more	mobility,	but	they	are	still	constrained.	And	when	these	boundaries	are	crossed,	they	frequently	malfunction	and	fail.	Drive	shaft	repair	may	be	required	in	some	circumstances	to	fix	these	issues.	Symptoms	often	appear	when	these	components	malfunction.	And	we’ll	go	into	great	depth	about	these	symptoms	in	the
following	chapter.	The	symptoms	of	a	faulty	drive	shaft	will	next	be	covered.	Truck	drive	shaft	by	Panoha	/	CC	BY-SA	3.0.	In	the	same	way	that	every	other	component	of	your	vehicle	does,	the	driveshaft	shows	signs	of	failure.	Although	the	universal	joints	carry	the	majority	of	the	strain,	the	drive	shaft	may	shatter	into	pieces.	Which	are	the	Common
Bad	Drive	Shaft	Symptoms?	The	driveshaft	exhibits	indications	of	failure	much	like	every	other	part	of	your	car.	The	drive	shaft	can	potentially	fracture	into	fragments,	although	the	universal	joints	take	the	majority	of	the	punishment.	In	this	chapter,	we’ll	go	over	the	primary	signs	that	point	to	a	damaged	driveshaft	before	moving	on	to	the	best	ways
to	fix	it.	Depending	on	whatever	component	failed,	this	will	change.	1.	Crackling	Sounds	from	the	Engine	Bay	Squeaking	noises	are	among	the	first	symptoms	to	show.	You	need	to	fix	your	drive	shaft	if	you	hear	these	noises.	These	squeaking	noises	often	occur	when	the	U	joint’s	bearings	are	out	of	alignment.	This	is	mostly	brought	on	by	the	fact	that
these	bearings	don’t	get	enough	lubrication.	They	will	run	dry	and	the	metal	will	come	into	touch	with	other	metal	since	there	is	no	lubricant	in	them.	Now	the	friction	will	start	to	rise	and	the	unpleasant	sounds	will	persist.	The	best	course	of	action	when	hearing	squeaking	noises	is	to	lubricate	these	bearings,	which	will	ensure	that	they	continue	to
function	properly.	It	is	important	to	detect	this	issue	before	your	bearings	wear	out	and	need	to	be	replaced.	Long-term	financial	savings	are	achieved	in	this	manner.	2.	Vibrations	Emanating	Beneath	the	Car	Another	sign	of	a	malfunctioning	driveshaft	that	needs	drive	shaft	repair	is	vibration.	These	driveshaft	vibrations	are	easy	to	detect	since	they
originate	in	the	center	console	and	go	to	the	vehicle’s	rear.	Driveshaft	bushings	that	are	worn	are	the	cause	of	these	vibrations.	or	once	the	universal	joint	begins	to	deteriorate.	This	issue	has	to	be	resolved	right	now.	If	you	want	your	car	to	stop	shaking,	you	must	fix	these	parts.	These	vibrations	will	become	worse	as	the	issue	worsens.	In	the	end,	if
this	issue	isn’t	fixed,	your	driveshaft	may	break,	and	repairing	it	correctly	might	be	quite	expensive.	In	the	end,	you	can	find	yourself	in	need	of	a	new	driveshaft	with	brand-new	universal	joints,	which	will	be	quite	expensive	to	have	done	properly.	3.	Clunking	Sounds	from	the	U-Joints	The	universal	joint	also	creates	some	clunking	noises	when	it
breaks.	These	noises	can	be	heard	coming	from	the	differential	or	the	transmission’s	universal	joints.	If	you	hear	a	clunking	noise	coming	from	the	front	or	the	back,	pay	attention.	You	should	be	aware	that	your	universal	joints	need	to	be	replaced	right	away	due	to	severe	wear.	If	you	keep	driving	in	this	manner,	you	might	endanger	the	driveshaft	as
a	whole	and	risk	damaging	it.	For	an	otherwise	straightforward	fix	like	replacing	the	U	joint	on	your	car,	in	my	opinion,	this	risk	is	not	justified.	4.	Rattles	Emanating	from	the	Wheels	Along	with	the	clunking	sounds	from	the	U	joints,	rattles	may	also	be	heard.	These	rattling	may	irritate	both	you	and	your	fellow	travelers.	Specifically,	because	they
make	loud	noises.	Engine	bay	by	Tennen-Gas	/	CC	BY-SA	3.0.	One	of	the	initial	signs	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	is	squeaking	sounds.	If	you	hear	these	noises	coming	from	the	engine	compartment,	you	need	to	repair	your	drive	shaft.	Your	universal	joints	are	not	ruined	just	because	they	rattle.	They	can	just	be	a	sign	that	your	driveshaft	needs	oil	to	function.
If	you	don’t	lubricate	the	bearings,	you	must	do	so.	They’ll	cause	a	lot	of	friction	and	rattles	and	squeaks	as	a	result.	The	best	course	of	action	is	to	procure	oil	and	liberally	coat	the	universal	joints	with	it.	This	will	most	likely	provide	a	temporary	solution.	You’ll	require	drive	shaft	repair	if	it	persists.	5.	Movements	from	the	Universal	Joints	You	also
run	the	danger	of	severing	yourself	from	the	transmission	if	the	global	movement	has	a	movement.	This	is	because	the	bearings	supporting	the	driveshaft	have	a	lot	of	motion	and	are	not	greased.	They	will	ultimately	detach	from	the	universal	joint,	which	will	then	begin	to	move.	The	driveshaft	may	behave	abnormally	and	wobble	as	a	result	of	these
motions.	The	driveshaft	may	fracture	and	shatter	into	fragments	when	the	universal	joint	fails.	6.	Turning	Issues	Another	telltale	indicator	of	a	faulty	driveshaft	is	difficulty	turning	the	car.	Wheels	that	can’t	turn	correctly	due	to	a	damaged	driveshaft	might	cause	you	problems	while	attempting	to	make	turns.	Your	total	ability	to	operate	the	vehicle	is
limited	by	this	problem.	For	safe	driving	and	continuous	use	of	the	vehicle,	you	must	solve	any	difficulties	that	prohibit	you	from	operating	the	vehicle	properly	as	soon	as	possible.	7.	The	Vehicle	Experiences	Noticeable	Shudder	When	Accelerating	The	shudder	that	is	produced	is	another	issue	that	you	can	be	having	with	defective	universal	joints	or
damaged	center	bearings.	The	play	in	the	driveshaft	is	what	is	causing	this	tremor.	The	driveshaft	will	tremble	and	wobble	more	as	there	is	greater	play.	When	the	car	accelerates,	this	might	be	very	perceptible.	This	is	particularly	true	if	the	vehicle	accelerates	too	quickly	and	the	worn	driveshaft	begins	to	spin	quickly.	This	may	need	the	purchase	of
a	new	driveshaft	and	result	in	catastrophic	driveshaft	failure.	The	best	course	of	action	if	you	start	to	encounter	some	of	these	symptoms	is	to	examine	the	driveshaft	and	its	state.	You	might	start	by	lubricating	the	bearings.	And	if	it	doesn’t	work,	you’ll	need	to	fix	the	drive	shaft	and	buy	new	universal	joints	and	center	bearings.	By	doing	this,	you	may
be	sure	that	your	driveshaft	won’t	collapse	disastrously	and	you’ll	be	able	to	keep	driving	your	vehicle.	Call	your	technician	and	explain	the	situation	with	your	driveshaft	and	how	much	the	repair	will	cost.	Or,	if	you’re	a	handyman,	you	could	wish	to	attempt	to	fix	the	drive	shaft	yourself.	If	so,	we’ll	talk	about	it	in	the	chapter	after	this	one,	which	will
detail	every	stage	of	the	procedure.	What	Makes	a	Drive	Shaft	Go	Bad?	A	drive	shaft	might	malfunction	for	many	different	causes.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	typical	causes:	1.	Normal		Wear	and	Tear	The	drive	shaft	in	your	vehicle	is	susceptible	to	wear	and	strain	just	like	every	other	component.	The	driveshaft	becomes	loose	as	a	result	of	the	joints
and	bearings	wearing	out	over	time.	Problems	with	turning,	creaking,	and	clunking	can	result	from	this.	A	sample	universal	joint	by	Not	Thomas	Edison	/	CC	BY-SA	4.0.	When	the	bearings	in	the	U	joint	are	out	of	alignment,	squeaking	sounds	frequently	happen.	This	is	mostly	caused	by	the	insufficient	lubrication	that	these	bearings	receive.	Living
somewhere	with	a	lot	of	potholes	can	further	hasten	the	wear	and	tear	on	the	driveshaft.	The	joints	and	bearings	in	the	drive	shaft	might	become	worn	down	by	repeated	impact	from	driving	over	potholes.	Corrosion	is	another	factor	in	wear	and	strain.	If	the	driveshaft	is	composed	of	steel,	corrosion	is	a	possibility.	This	can	make	the	metal	brittle	and
crack.	Driveshafts	made	of	aluminum	are	less	prone	to	corrosion,	although	salt	and	other	corrosive	substances	can	still	harm	them.	2.		Using	Low-Quality	Grease	Grease	is	used	to	lubricate	the	driveshaft,	which	helps	to	lessen	wear	and	friction.	The	use	of	poor-quality	oil	might	hasten	the	wear	out	of	the	driveshaft.	Use	the	appropriate	grease	for	your
driveshaft;	this	cannot	be	stressed	enough.	For	advice	on	the	proper	grease	to	use,	speak	with	your	owner’s	handbook	or	a	professional.	3.		Incorrect	Installation	Problems	may	arise	if	the	drive	shaft	is	not	mounted	correctly.	The	driveshaft	may	bind	and	wear	out	before	its	time	if	the	U-joints	or	CV	joints	are	not	appropriately	positioned.	It’s	crucial	to
have	your	driveshaft	installed	by	a	skilled	technician.	4.	Penetration	of	Debris	Into	the	Drive	Shaft	System	The	entry	of	debris	and	other	extraneous	items	into	the	joints	might	also	result	in	driveshaft	issues.	If	the	seals	at	the	joints	are	destroyed,	this	may	occur.	Once	inside,	the	dirt	can	harm	the	bearings	and	other	components	by	causing	wear	and
tear.	To	avoid	this,	it’s	crucial	to	maintain	your	driveshaft	clean.	The	seals	at	the	joints	should	be	checked	often	to	make	sure	they	are	not	broken.	Consider	utilizing	a	driveshaft	cover	if	you	live	in	a	place	where	there	is	a	lot	of	dust	or	dirt.	This	will	aid	in	keeping	out	dirt	and	prevent	it	from	entering	the	joints.	5.		Driving	In	a	Hot	Environment	It’s
crucial	to	be	aware	that	living	in	a	hot	area	might	also	result	in	drive	shaft	issues.	The	grease	may	evaporate	and	degrade	due	to	the	heat.	The	driveshaft	may	deteriorate	prematurely	as	a	result	of	this.	How	Can	You	Diagnose	Bad	Drive	Shaft	Symptoms?	You	must	start	your	engine	and	drive	your	vehicle	to	do	a	universal	joint	diagnosis.	When	driving,
if	you	notice	any	strange	vibrations	or	shudders	coming	from	the	front	of	the	car,	where	the	driveshaft	attaches	to	the	transmission,	you	should	check	your	universal	joint.	The	back	has	the	same	narrative.	If	your	differential	is	vibrating,	this	might	be	the	cause.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	check	the	back	universal	joint	as	well.	These	signs	may	also	point	to
further	issues	like	imbalanced	wheels	or	worn	brakes.	Therefore,	it	is	wise	to	be	aware	of	this.	This	is	to	prevent	you	from	misdiagnosing	the	issue	and	attempting	to	fix	something	that	isn’t	the	genuine	problem.	For	this	reason,	a	visual	check	must	be	performed	before	a	drive	shaft	repair.	You	may	learn	a	lot	about	the	state	of	your	universal	joints	just
by	a	visual	examination.	The	retaining	clips	should	not	be	forced	inwards	or	outwards	during	the	visual	inspection;	this	is	a	positive	indicator.	This	is	so	that	the	clips	can	hold	the	universal	joint.	However,	the	bearings	can	still	have	some	play	in	them.	Car	wheels	by	Clément	Bucco-Lechat	/	CC	BY-SA	3.0.	Driveshafts	are	used	to	transfer	the	torque
from	the	transmission	to	the	wheels.	The	driveshafts	experience	extreme	strain	when	in	use,	and	over	time	they	commonly	develop	issues	and	fail.	But	suppose	the	rubber	boots	within	the	bearings	are	worn	out	and	damaged.	You	then	most	likely	have	damaged	universal	joints.	The	universal	joints	can	be	destroyed	because	of	the	worn	rubber,	which
allows	a	lot	of	dirt	and	debris	to	get	inside.	You	might	also	try	to	shake	the	driveshaft	vigorously	while	holding	it	close	to	the	connection	with	the	differential	or	transmission.	It’s	okay	if	the	universal	joint	doesn’t	move.	If	not,	your	driveshaft	has	to	undergo	a	drive	shaft	repair.	Is	It	Possible	to	Repair	a	Bad	Drive	Shaft?	If	you	have	the	motivation,	you
can	fix	the	drive	shaft	on	your	car.	This	work	is	going	to	be	ideal	for	you	if	you’re	a	DIY	man	who	doesn’t	like	mechanics	tampering	with	their	vehicle.	This	job	can	all	be	completed	with	basic	garage	tools	and	doesn’t	call	for	a	deep	understanding	of	mechanics.	To	access	the	drive	shaft	from	below,	you	only	need	a	small	amount	of	room,	therefore	you
must	jack	the	car	up.	So	let’s	start.	Step	1	Step	one	involves	removing	the	drive	shaft’s	mounting	nuts.	To	repair	your	vehicle’s	drive	shaft,	you	must	first	remove	the	driveshaft.	Four	bolts	are	typically	used	on	each	side	to	secure	the	driveshaft.	You	may	concentrate	on	removing	the	universal	joint	after	you	have	removed	the	driveshaft.	Step	2	It’s	now
time	to	take	off	your	driveshaft’s	universal	joint.	However,	you	must	first	remove	the	retention	clips	holding	the	universal	joint	to	the	drive	shaft	before	proceeding	with	this	step.	These	retaining	clips	are	spaced	four	spaces	apart	throughout	the	universal	joint.	Step	3	The	universal	joint	may	then	be	taken	out	of	the	drive	shaft	by	applying	pressure	to
make	it	burst	loose.	You	will	require	a	specialized	press	to	complete	this	procedure,	which	will	press	the	universal	joint	downward.	Step	4	The	bearing	cap	on	the	universal	joint	has	to	be	removed	once	it	has	been	pressed.	Repeat	the	same	procedure	for	the	remaining	three	bearings	after	that.	Step	5	You	must	prepare	the	driveshaft	and	the	flange
and	clear	the	dirt	from	the	old	component	before	installing	the	new	universal	joints.	Step	6	In	this	phase,	the	old	universal	joint	must	be	removed	and	the	process	must	be	reversed.	Just	remember	to	lubricate	the	universal	joint	to	keep	it	from	becoming	damaged	by	the	weather.	How	Much	Does	the	Drive	Shaft	Repair	Cost?	The	cost	of	the	drive	shaft
repair	is	rather	low	and	won’t	be	excessive.	And	this	is	especially	true	if	you	are	working	from	home.	One	universal	joint	costs	about	$25,	making	them	affordable.	On	the	other	hand,	the	labor	will	set	you	back	some	cash.	Since	this	service	takes	many	hours	to	complete	and	most	repair	businesses	charge	between	$50	and	$100	per	hour,	you	may
anticipate	paying	at	least	$100	for	this.	However,	if	you	do	it	yourself,	you	may	save	all	of	this	cash	and	put	it	toward	an	upgrade	in	the	future.	Working	on	your	vehicle	is	beneficial	for	this	reason.	Turning	difficulty	by	Isiwal	/	CC	BY-SA	4.0.	The	car’s	inability	to	turn	is	another	obvious	sign	of	a	bad	driveshaft.	If	your	driveshaft	is	broken,	your	wheels
could	not	turn	properly,	which	might	be	problematic	while	you’re	trying	to	make	turns.	Is	It	Safe	to	Keep	Driving	on	a	Bad	Drive	Shaft?	While	driving	with	a	damaged	drive	shaft	is	often	doable,	doing	so	for	an	extended	period	is	typically	not	a	good	idea.	In	the	best-case	scenario,	you	would	lose	power	to	that	axle	if	a	portion	of	the	drive	shaft	were	to
break.	Your	car’s	drive	shaft	might	drop	and	become	stuck	between	the	ground	and	the	vehicle,	preventing	it	from	moving	forward.	By	removing	one	axle	in	this	manner,	some	four-wheel	drive	or	all-wheel	drive	vehicles	may	be	subjected	to	stress	on	the	center	differential	or	transfer	case.	The	center	differential	can	experience	early	wear	or
potentially	fail	as	a	result	of	this.	Subaru	employed	a	viscous	coupling	center	differential	before	switching	to	CVT	transmissions	for	the	majority	of	its	vehicles.	Long-term	speed	changes	between	the	front	and	back	axles	have	a	significant	impact	on	how	responsive	this	sort	of	differential	is.	There	is	a	significant	likelihood	that	the	underbelly	of	your
car	would	sustain	severe	damage	if	the	drive	shaft	disconnected	on	one	side	while	it	was	still	moving	swiftly.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	drive	shaft	will	briefly	continue	spinning	if	one	end	is	still	attached	to	the	car	and	will	strike	everything	in	its	path.	These	include	things	like	handbrake	cables,	brake	lines,	gasoline	lines,	and	even	electrical	harness
components.	How	Can	You	Prevent	Drive	Shaft	Failure?	You	may	take	the	following	actions	to	stop	your	driveshaft	from	failing:	Check	your	driveshaft	often	for	any	wear	or	damage	indicators.	The	drive	shaft	should	be	fixed	or	replaced	as	soon	as	you	discover	any	damage.	When	possible,	steer	clear	of	driving	on	unpaved	surfaces.	If	you	must	go
across	rough	terrain,	proceed	cautiously	and	gently	to	reduce	the	strain	on	the	driveshaft.	Have	the	driveshaft	checked	out	by	a	technician	as	soon	as	you	detect	any	odd	noises	or	vibrations	emanating	from	it.	If	your	vehicle’s	drive	shaft	is	not	intended	to	support	that	type	of	weight,	avoid	towing	hefty	weights.	Make	sure	to	maintain	your	driveshaft
as	advised	by	the	manufacturer.	You	may	lessen	the	likelihood	that	your	driveshaft	will	break	by	adhering	to	these	easy	suggestions.	If	your	driveshaft	does	develop	any	issues,	make	sure	to	get	it	checked	out	and	fixed	as	soon	as	you	can	to	prevent	more	harm.	The	Conclusion	Everything	you	need	to	know	about	driveshafts	and	driveshaft	repair	has
been	covered	in	this	article.	We	learned	the	most	typical	drive	shaft	kinds	as	well	as	how	to	identify	the	shafts	in	our	autos.	The	primary	indicators	of	a	damaged	drive	shaft	were	then	covered,	including	warning	signals	like	vibrations,	rattles,	and	sounds.	After	that,	we	produced	a	brief	DIY	manual	that	demonstrated	how	simple	it	is	to	repair	your
driveshaft’s	universal	joints	at	home	using	standard	tools.	Starting	your	DIY	career	and	learning	more	about	vehicles	is	a	wonderful	idea	in	this	profession.	Maybe	you	can	do	something	larger	the	next	time.	Rear	axle,	suspension,	and	drive	shaft	by	Ralf	Roletschek	/	CC	BY	3.0	Jim	Wicks	is	the	founder	of	MotorVehicleHQ.	With	over	two	decades	of
experience	in	the	automotive	industry	and	a	degree	in	Automotive	Technology,	Jim	is	a	certified	car	expert	who	has	worked	in	various	roles	ranging	from	a	mechanic,	car	dealership	manager,	to	a	racing	car	driver.	He	has	owned	more	than	20	cars	over	the	past	15	years.	Ask	him	about	any	vehicle	you	see	on	the	road	and	he	can	tell	you	the	make,
model	and	year.	He	loves	the	aesthetics	of	all	things	cars,	and	keeps	his	vehicles	in	pristine	condition.	In	his	free	time,	Jim	enjoys	getting	his	hands	dirty	under	the	hood	of	a	classic	car	or	taking	long	drives	along	the	country	roads.	His	favorite	car?	A	1967	Shelby	GT500,	a	true	classic	that,	according	to	Jim,	“represents	the	pure	essence	of	American
muscle.”	Your	car’s	driveshaft	is	responsible	for	transmitting	torque	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels	so	the	vehicle	can	move.	If	you	start	experiencing	trouble	with	the	driveshaft,	it	can	cause	problems	with	operation.	By	learning	the	symptoms	of	a	bad	driveshaft,	you	ensure	that	every	ride	is	smooth	and	safe.	I	discuss	the	ways	you	can	tell	that	your
driveshaft	is	bad.	I	also	look	at	the	function,	location,	and	replacement	cost	of	a	bad	driveshaft.	Let’s	begin	with	a	quick	look	at	the	signs.	Symptoms	Of	A	Bad	Driveshaft	The	most	common	symptom	of	a	bad	driveshaft	is	vibrations	when	accelerating	or	driving	at	high	speeds.	You	may	also	notice	clunking	noises	coming	from	under	the	car	when
releasing	the	throttle.	Other	noises	like	squeaking,	clicking,	or	knocking	are	also	common.	Here	is	a	more	detailed	list	of	the	signs	of	a	bad	or	failing	driveshaft	to	look	for.	1.	Vibrations		When	the	driveshaft	begins	to	fail,	it’s	common	to	feel	some	vibration.	As	time	goes	on,	this	vibration	could	become	worse.	Sometimes	the	vibration	is	caused	by
failing	U-joints	or	bushings.	Other	times,	it	could	be	related	to	the	driveshaft	not	being	properly	bolted	in	place	or	if	it	is	out	of	balance.	Allowing	the	drivetrain	to	continue	vibrating	will	lead	to	damage	of	other	vital	components.		2.	Clunking	Noises	If	you	hear	clunking	noises,	it	could	be	a	sign	that	there’s	a	problem	with	the	driveshaft.	You	may	notice
this	type	of	sound	more	frequently	when	shifting.	In	some	cases,	the	clunking	could	just	be	a	worn-out	U-joint.	Whatever	the	cause,	you	should	always	have	it	looked	at.	3.	Squeaking,	Clicking	or	Knocking	Sounds	There	are	some	other	sounds	a	defective	drivetrain	can	make.	When	bushings	and	bearings	begin	to	go	bad,	the	driveshaft	has	trouble
rotating	normally.	This	causes	all	kinds	of	sounds	that	can	be	heard	from	your	vehicle.		For	example,	squeaking	while	traveling	at	low	speeds	could	indicate	that	the	U-joint	doesn’t	have	enough	lubrication.	This	is	an	easy	fix	that	only	requires	some	grease.	However,	you	might	also	notice	a	knocking	or	clicking	noise.	These	sounds	indicate	that	the	CV
joint	is	worn	out	and	about	to	fail.		4.	Shuddering	During	Acceleration	While	I	talked	about	some	vibration,	shuddering	is	much	more	noticeable.	As	you	accelerate	from	a	stopped	position	or	to	increase	speed,	you	might	notice	a	significant	increase	in	the	shuddering	when	the	drivetrain	is	defective.		Sometimes	this	is	caused	by	a	loose	U-joint	or	a
worn-out	center	bearing.	It	could	also	be	accompanied	by	some	of	the	sounds	I	previously	discussed.		5.	Difficulty	Turning	While	the	driveshaft	is	responsible	for	converting	torque	into	movement,	it	also	affects	the	turning	of	your	vehicle.	If	you	are	having	trouble	when	taking	a	turn,	it	could	indicate	that	the	driveshaft	is	on	its	way	out.	When	the
driveshaft	becomes	damaged,	the	wheels	cannot	turn	properly,	which	limits	your	control	over	the	car.	Because	this	is	a	serious	safety	matter,	you	will	want	to	have	it	looked	at	right	away.		The	Function	of	a	driveshaft	The	driveshaft	converts	the	torque	from	our	car	engine	into	movement	that	propels	the	wheels.	It’s	a	rod-like	part	that	basically	drives
your	car.	It	is	responsible	for	transmitting	the	torque	at	different	angles	among	the	various	driveline	parts.		The	shaft	assembly	itself	is	flexible	so	the	axles	can	travel	up	and	down	with	lateral	movement	during	acceleration	and	braking.	Most	driveshaft	assemblies	include	yokes,	slip	splines,	universal	joints,	a	propeller	shaft	and	various	bearings.	A
traditional	driveshaft	can	only	be	found	on	rear-	and	four-wheel-drive	models.	With	a	front-wheel-drive	vehicle,	there	is	a	transaxle	instead.	Driveshaft	Location	The	driveshaft	location	varies	based	on	what	type	of	vehicle	you	drive.	Rear-wheel-drive	cars	have	a	long	driveshaft	that’s	connected	to	the	differential	and	transmission,	while	four-	and	all-
wheel-drive	cars	contain	two	or	more	driveshafts.	With	rear-wheel-drive	cars,	the	back	wheels	are	responsible	for	delivering	power.	In	these	configurations,	the	long	driveshaft	connects	on	one	end	to	the	transmission,	while	the	other	is	attached	to	the	differential	with	the	help	of	universal	joints.		In	comparison,	the	all-or	four-wheel-drive	car	is	going
to	contain	two	driveshafts.	You	will	find	the	same	setup	in	the	rear	of	the	vehicle.	However,	there	is	a	front	driveshaft	connected	to	the	transfer	case	and	front	differential	with	U-joints.		The	front-wheel-drive	vehicle	doesn’t	contain	a	long	driveshaft	because	the	front	wheels	are	transmitting	the	power.	Unlike	the	rear-wheel-drive	setup,	this	type	of	car
has	all	of	the	components	needed	to	supply	torque	in	the	front	of	the	vehicle.	The	transaxle	design	doesn’t	require	the	use	of	universal	joints,	but	is	instead	connected	with	constant	velocity	(CV)	joints.		Driveshaft	Replacement	Cost	The	average	driveshaft	replacement	cost	is	between	$300	and	$800.	That	includes	the	average	price	for	parts	and	an
additional	$150	to	$200	for	labor.	Of	course,	the	price	is	higher	if	you	have	an	all-or	four-wheel-drive	vehicle	that	requires	extensive	repairs.	However,	some	drivetrain	repairs	are	easy	for	the	common	household	mechanic.	If	a	joint	simply	needs	more	lubrication,	you	can	do	this	even	without	much	experience	and	save	some	money.	Other	more
extensive	repairs	should	be	performed	by	a	qualified	mechanic	to	ensure	on-road	safety.	What	does	a	bad	driveshaft	sound	like?A	bad	driveshaft	will	in	many	cases	make	a	rattling	or	clanking	noise,	and	it	will	get	louder	as	you	accelerate.	However,	it’s	more	common	that	a	bad	driveshaft	will	cause	vibrations	that	can	be	felt	in	the	car’s	steering	wheel,
floor,	or	seat.Will	a	bad	driveshaft	make	the	car	shake?Yes.	If	your	car	vibrates	or	shakes	under	acceleration,	that	is	a	very	strong	sign	that	your	driveshaft	is	bad.	You	may	also	hear	a	rattling	or	clanking	noise	from	under	the	car	when	you	ease	off	the	accelerator	pedal.Is	it	hard	to	replace	a	driveshaft?It	can	be	hard	to	replace	a	driveshaft,	but	it
depends	on	the	car.	Some	cars	have	the	driveshaft	located	in	an	accessible	spot,	while	others	don’t.	It	also	depends	on	how	much	work	you’re	willing	to	do	yourself.	If	you’re	not	mechanically	inclined,	then	it	might	be	best	to	take	the	car	to	a	mechanic.	However,	if	you’re	comfortable	working	on	cars,	then	you	might	be	able	to	do	it	yourself.	You	just
need	to	purchase	the	correct	parts	and	follow	the	proper	installation	instructions.How	long	does	a	driveshaft	last?A	car’s	driveshaft	is	made	to	last	the	life	of	the	car,	and	there	is	no	set	schedule	for	when	to	replace	it.	How	long	it	lasts	depends	on	the	make	and	model	you	have,	where	you	live,	and	how	you	drive	your	car.	Most	car	driveshafts	last	at
least	100,000	miles.	Categories:	Transmission	Sep.	02,	2024	Slip	Yokeigns	of	a	Bad	Drive	Shaft	Your	vehicle	can	be	vulnerable	to	many	different	types	of	malfunctions	and	maintenance	issues.	Knowing	how	to	identify	these	problems	accurately	and	quickly	can	save	you	from	high-cost	repair	fees.	Look	for	the	signs	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	to	prevent	those
expensive	maintenance	costs	and	keep	your	vehicle	running	smoothly	and	safely.	Vibrations	From	Under	Your	Vehicle	Arguably	the	most	common	sign	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	is	vibration	coming	from	the	undercarriage	of	your	vehicle.	The	severity	of	the	vibration	may	be	determined	by	the	amount	of	deterioration	sustained	by	your	drive	shaft,	which
makes	early	identification	preferable	to	avoid	further	damage.	Common	faulty	components	that	may	lead	to	vibrations	include:	Universal	Joints	(U-Joints)	Couplers	Carrier	Bearings	Squeaking	Noises	These	squeaking	noises	may	be	hard	to	hear,	but	they	usually	manifest	when	your	car	is	driving	at	lower	speeds.	The	squeaking	occurs	due	to	the	U-
joint	losing	its	lubrication,	and	the	sound	comes	from	metal	parts	scraping	against	each	other	while	in	motion.	Catch	the	Noise	Quickly	The	faster	you	are	able	to	identify	the	noise,	the	quicker	you	can	fix	the	problem.	The	longer	you	allow	the	U-joint	to	wear	down,	the	more	expensive	the	repairs	will	be.	If	you	catch	the	problem	early	enough	and	the
U-joint	is	still	in	good	shape,	all	it	will	take	is	some	grease	to	eliminate	the	noise.	Issues	With	Turning	Your	Vehicle	When	you	turn	your	steering	wheel,	look	for	signs	that	your	vehicle	is	not	making	turns	as	sharp	as	it	used	to;	this	deterioration	with	your	turning	capabilities	can	be	the	result	of	faulty	U-joints	on	your	drive	shaft.	These	failing	U-joints
can	inhibit	the	wheels’	ability	to	turn	correctly,	leading	to	turns	being	harder	to	make.	Car	Shakes	When	Accelerating	Another	sign	that	you	must	watch	out	for	is	your	vehicle	shuddering	when	it	begins	accelerating.	Excessive	shaking	when	you	are	going	from	a	stop	to	low	speeds	can	be	caused	by	a	worn-out	U-joint	in	your	drive	shaft,	causing
uncontrolled	shaking	as	you	speed	up.	Waiting	Will	Cause	Further	Damage	The	moment	you	identify	issues	with	your	drive	shaft,	you	must	have	it	serviced	immediately.	Your	drive	shaft	is	what	allows	your	vehicle	to	move,	and	if	it	suffers	any	significant	breakages,	it	will	be	rendered	useless	at	best	and	dangerous	at	worst.	Know	where	to	purchase
car	drive	shaft	parts	to	replace	any	parts	that	are	too	damaged	to	be	used	safely.	The	Common	Signs	of	Driveshaft	Problems	What	is	a	Driveshaft?	A	driveshaft,	also	known	as	a	propeller	shaft,	is	a	mechanical	component	used	to	transmit	power	and	torque	from	the	engine	or	transmission	to	the	wheels	of	a	vehicle.	It	is	typically	a	long,	cylindrical	shaft
made	of	metal	that	connects	the	transmission	output	shaft	to	the	differential	input	shaft.	In	rear-wheel	drive	vehicles,	the	driveshaft	connects	the	transmission	to	the	rear	axle,	which	turns	the	rear	wheels.	In	four-wheel	drive	vehicles,	there	are	two	driveshafts	–	one	that	connects	the	transmission	to	the	transfer	case,	and	another	that	connects	the
transfer	case	to	the	front	axle.	The	driveshaft	rotates	at	high	speeds	and	is	designed	to	withstand	the	forces	and	stresses	generated	by	the	engine	and	the	motion	of	the	vehicle.	It	typically	has	a	universal	joint	at	each	end,	which	allows	it	to	bend	and	flex	as	the	vehicle	moves	over	uneven	terrain.	The	Common	Signs	of	Driveshaft	Problems	There	are
several	signs	of	drive	shaft	problems,	on	front-wheel	drive	vehicles,	one	is	vibration	whilst	driving	in	a	straight	line,	normally	it	starts	with	a	slight	vibration	at	20,	30,	40,	50	or	even	60mph.	You	can	usually	drive	through	it,	but	it	will	reappear	when	you	get	back	to	that	speed,	if	still	under	load.	You	may	notice	that	it	happens	when	the	vehicle	is	under
load,	maybe	you’re	going	uphill,	applying	power	or	towing	a	trailer	or	caravan,	if	you	depress	the	clutch	and	the	vibration	disappears,	that’s	a	good	sign	of	a	worn	drive	shaft.	Over	time	the	vibration	will	get	worse	and	worse	and	you	could	lose	drive	so	we	recommend	that	you	get	them	inspected	or	replaced	as	soon	as	possible.	If	you	are	unsure	which
side	is	causing	the	vibration,	you	could	try	holding	the	drive	shaft	bar	next	to	the	inner	cv	boot,	lift	it,	twist	it	and	pull	it,	then	immediately	do	the	same	on	the	other	side.	You	will	normally	feel	more	play	in	one	or	the	other	and	it’s	a	good	bet	that	the	one	with	the	most	play	will	be	the	worn	one.	Unless	it’s	both,	the	other	option	is	to	take	it	to	a	drive
shaft	specialist	and	ask	them	to	inspect	it	for	you.		The	CV	Joint	Another	indication	that	they	are	worn,	is	if	you	have	a	clicking	or	knocking	when	turning	corners,	then	it’s	normally	the	outer	cv	joint,	you	will	find	mostly	that	it’s	the	opposite	side	that	is	worn,	for	instance,	turn	right	and	it	clicks,	then	the	left-hand	outer	cv	is	worn,	turn	left	and	it	clicks
suspect,	then	the	right-hand	outer	cv	joint	is	worn.	Always	inspect	the	gaiters	(boots)	on	the	inner	and	outer	cv	joints,	a	high	proportion	of	drive	shaft	failures	are	because	of	ripped	or	leaking	boots,	always	secure	the	boots	with	good	quality	metal	ties	(don’t	use	plastic	ties).	Also	there	are	a	lot	of	thermoplastic	(hard	plastic)	boots	on	the	market	even	a
lot	of	main	dealers	supply	them,	we	suggest	you	don’t	use	them	unless	you	have	no	option,	they	are	strong	but	they	are	impossible	to	get	a	good	seal	with	them,	so	you	should	use	neoprene	(rubber)	boots.	Make	sure	that	you	always	clean	out	the	old	grease	and	refill	with	a	good	quality	cv	grease	such	as	molybdenum	or	lithium.		A	Snapped	Drive	Shaft
Bar	On	some	drive	shafts	(Honda,	Nissan	and	some	others)	the	drive	shaft	bar	can	snap	in	two,	this	is	due	to	the	rubber	damper	in	the	middle	of	the	shaft	holding	water.	For	the	course	of	10	years	or	so	rust	will	eat	into	the	bar	and	weaken	it.	These	anti-vibration	dampers	are	a	nuisance	and	are	unnecessary,	in	fact	we	always	remove	them	and	have
never	had	any	ill	effects,	the	lifespan	of	a	drive	shaft	varies	greatly	depending	on	the	make,	the	power	and	the	way	it’s	driven	but	normally	they	last	for	at	least	30,000	miles	up	to	95,000	miles	(however	we	have	seen	drive	shafts	that	have	done	more	than	200,000	miles).	If	you	get	a	squeaking	drive	shaft	it’s	normally	a	universal	joint	on	the	prop	shaft
that	is	tight	in	one	place,	you	can	also	get	vibration	that	comes	from	your	prop	shaft	in	rear-wheel	drive	and	4×4	vehicles,	this	is	normally	a	universal	joint	or	centre	bearing	that’s	worn.	Types	of	Driveshaft	Problems	Driveshaft	problems	can	cause	various	symptoms,	such	as	vibration,	noise,	and	loss	of	power.	Here	are	some	common	driveshaft
problems:	Bent	or	damaged	driveshaft:	A	bent	or	damaged	driveshaft	can	cause	vibration	and	noise,	especially	at	high	speeds.	Worn	universal	joints:	The	universal	joints	at	each	end	of	the	driveshaft	can	wear	out	over	time,	causing	a	clunking	noise	when	accelerating	or	shifting	gears.	Imbalanced	driveshaft:	An	imbalanced	driveshaft	can	cause
vibration	and	noise,	especially	at	high	speeds.	This	can	be	caused	by	missing	balancing	weights	or	damage	to	the	driveshaft.	Loose	or	worn	centre	bearing:	The	centre	bearing	supports	the	driveshaft	in	the	middle	of	the	vehicle.	If	it	becomes	loose	or	worn,	it	can	cause	vibration	and	noise.	Damaged	CV	joint:	In	a	front-wheel	drive	vehicle,	the
driveshaft	is	also	known	as	a	half-shaft	and	includes	a	constant	velocity	(CV)	joint.	If	the	CV	joint	becomes	damaged,	it	can	cause	clicking	or	popping	noises	when	turning.	Transmission	or	differential	problems:	Driveshaft	problems	can	also	be	caused	by	issues	with	the	transmission	or	differential,	such	as	worn	bearings	or	gears.	If	you	suspect	that
your	vehicle	has	a	driveshaft	problem,	it	is	important	to	have	it	inspected	by	a	qualified	mechanic	to	avoid	potential	safety	hazards	or	further	damage	to	your	vehicle.	Driveshafts	We	Work	With	Most..	Volkswagen:	Golf	and	Passat	Volkswagen’s	Golf	and	Passat	are	iconic	models	known	for	their	reliability	and	performance.	These	vehicles	utilise	drive
shafts	Golf	that	transfer	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	allowing	for	smooth	acceleration	and	efficient	operation.	Whether	you’re	cruising	through	city	streets	or	embarking	on	a	long	road	trip,	a	properly	functioning	drive	shaft	is	essential	for	ensuring	a	seamless	driving	experience.	Mercedes:	A,	C,	and	E	Classes	Mercedes-Benz	is	synonymous
with	luxury	and	sophistication,	and	their	A,	C,	and	E	Class	models	exemplify	these	qualities.	These	vehicles	feature	advanced	drive	shaft	systems	that	contribute	to	their	superior	handling	and	comfort.	Whether	you’re	navigating	busy	urban	roads	or	cruising	along	the	highway,	you	can	trust	in	the	durability	and	precision	of	Mercedes	drive	shafts	to
deliver	optimal	performance	mile	after	mile.	Mini,	Hyundai,	Skoda,	and	Vauxhall	In	addition	to	Volkswagen	and	Mercedes,	we	also	cater	to	a	diverse	range	of	vehicles,	including	Mini,	Hyundai,	Skoda,	and	Vauxhall	models.	From	the	compact	and	stylish	Mini	Cooper	to	the	practical	and	versatile	Hyundai	Tucson,	these	vehicles	rely	on	dependable	drive
shafts	to	deliver	power	to	the	wheels	effectively.	Whether	you’re	commuting	to	work	or	embarking	on	a	weekend	adventure,	our	comprehensive	selection	of	drive	shaft	solutions	ensures	that	your	vehicle	operates	at	peak	performance	levels.	What	are	the	symptoms	of	a	failing	drive	shaft?	Cars	move	forward	when	you	step	on	the	gas,	that’s	a	fact	of
life.	But	how	they	do	that	remains	scarce	knowledge	even	among	experienced	drivers.	If	you	are	interested	in	knowing	the	powers	that	make	your	grocery	runs	and	work	commute	possible,	the	drive	shaft	is	a	good	place	to	start.	What	is	a	driveshaft?	The	drive	shaft	is	a	necessary	component	in	transmitting	torque	to	the	car’s	wheels.	Torque	is	the
rotational	force	or	the	force	that	makes	rotational	motion	possible.	The	drive	shaft	is	responsible	for	transferring	the	torque	from	the	transmission	to	the	differential.	Then,	it’s	the	differential’s	job	to	transfer	this	force	to	the	front	wheels	so	that	the	car	moves	forward.	The	configuration	and	location	of	a	drive	shaft	differ	in	every	car	model.	For
example,	four-wheel	drive	vehicles	and	those	small	distances	between	the	axle	and	the	engine	use	a	single-piece	shaft.	Other	cars	use	two-	or	three-piece	drive	shafts	to	cover	the	long	distance	between	the	axle	and	the	engine.	However,	regardless	of	whether	your	car	is	a	front-wheel	drive	or	a	four-wheel	drive,	having	a	drive	shaft	in	poor	shape	is
going	to	have	the	same	effect–your	car	won’t	move.	There	is	no	torque	to	move	your	wheels	forward	if	the	drive	shaft	is	defective.	Given	that	the	drive	shaft	sits	under	and	is	never	visible	unless	you	purposely	check	it,	how	do	you	know	when	your	drive	shaft	has	problems?	What	are	the	signs	of	a	bad	drive	shaft?	In	any	car	component,	nothing	good
seems	to	ever	relate	to	vibrations,	especially	intense	ones.	Drive	shafts	have	bushing	to	minimize	vibrations.	Casual	wear	and	tear	can	speed	up	the	deterioration	of	the	bushings	making	your	feel	uncomfortable	vibrations	in	your	ride.	It’s	best	to	check	this	as	soon	as	you	feel	it	because	when	other	transmission	components	might	get	severely	damaged
if	you	let	it	on.	Knocking	noise	Knocking	noise	when	is	another	bad	news.	If	you	hear	pretty	bad	knocking	noises	as	you	drive,	there	are	many	possible	culprits,	and	a	bad	drive	shaft	could	be	one–particularly	a	bad	slip	yoke.	A	slip	yoke	is	a	vital	part	of	the	drive	shaft	that	lets	the	shaft	flex	when	the	vehicle	travels	over	a	rough,	rocky	patch.	It	ensures
that	the	transfer	of	torque	is	continuous	even	over	rough	terrain.	The	knocking	noise	could	be	coming	from	a	bad	slip-yoke.	Problem	with	turning	If	you	can’t	make	a	turn	smoothly,	one	of	the	first	things	to	check	is	the	drive	shaft.	If	the	drive	shaft	is	damaged,	it	will	prevent	your	wheel	from	turning	properly.	You	have	less	control	of	your	vehicles	this
way	which	is	all	the	reason	you	need	to	have	it	checked	immediately.	Conclusion	Because	the	drive	shaft	is	a	vital	component	of	your	car’s	drivetrain,	damage	to	the	drive	shaft	compromises	your	car’s	drivability.	Bring	your	car	to	your	trusted	mechanic	if	you	suspect	drive	shaft	problems.	They	will	be	able	to	properly	troubleshoot,	clean,	re-grease,
and	align	the	components	of	the	drive	shaft	if	needed.	Now	we	have	highly	developed	equipment.	The	products	are	exported	to	the	United	States,	the	United	Kingdom	and	other	places,	and	are	deeply	loved	by	the	majority	of	customers	of	Automotive	Drive	Shaft,Cardan	Drive	Shafts,PTO	Shaft,Heavy	Duty	Cardan	Shaft,Cardan	Shaft	Parts,Parts	Of
Cardan	Shaft,Drive	Shaft	Manufacturer,Center	Bearing,Spline	Shaft	Yoke	Updated	on	January	8,	2024	The	driveshaft	is	a	crucial	part	of	your	vehicle,	connecting	the	engine	to	the	wheels	and	making	sure	you	get	where	you	need	to	go.	But	like	anything	else	in	your	car,	it	can	start	to	wear	out	over	time.	When	that	happens,	it’s	important	to	catch	the
signs	early	before	it	turns	into	a	bigger	problem.	A	bad	driveshaft	will	cause	shaking	while	driving,	especially	when	going	fast.	You	could	hear	odd	sounds	like	clunks	or	squeaks	from	below.	Turning	might	feel	harder	than	usual.	If	you	can	see	the	damage	to	the	driveshaft	or	leaks,	that’s	a	clear	sign	of	trouble.	In	really	bad	cases,	the	car	won’t	even
move.	How	Does	the	Driveshaft	Work?	The	driveshaft	is	like	a	bridge	in	your	car	that	connects	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	Its	job	is	to	take	the	power	from	the	engine	and	use	it	to	turn	the	wheels,	making	the	car	move.	To	do	this,	the	driveshaft	has	parts	called	U-joints	that	let	it	bend	and	move,	especially	when	the	car	is	turning	or	going	over	bumps.
But	like	all	parts	of	a	car,	the	driveshaft	can	get	worn	out	or	damaged.	This	can	happen	if	the	U-joints	lose	their	lubrication,	making	them	rough	and	less	flexible.	Heavy	use,	like	towing	big	loads	or	driving	on	rough	roads,	can	also	wear	it	out	faster.	Sometimes,	things	from	the	road,	like	rocks,	can	hit	and	damage	the	driveshaft.	If	the	u-joint	gets
messed	up,	you	can’t	really	drive	too	long	with	it	in	such	a	bad	condition.	If	the	driveshaft	isn’t	working	right,	the	car	won’t	perform	well	and	might	even	become	unsafe.	That’s	why	it’s	important	to	check	it	regularly,	keep	the	U-joints	lubricated,	and	fix	any	problems	as	soon	as	they	come	up.	Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Driveshaft	1.	Vibrations	One	of	the	first
and	most	obvious	signs	that	something’s	up	with	the	driveshaft	is	vibrations.	If	the	driveshaft	or	any	of	its	parts,	like	the	U-joints,	are	wearing	out,	they	won’t	be	as	balanced	as	they	should	be.	This	lack	of	balance	makes	the	driveshaft	wobble,	causing	those	vibes	you	can	feel	in	the	car.	These	vibrations	tend	to	get	more	noticeable	as	you	pick	up
speed.	If	you	don’t	address	these	vibrations,	they	can	lead	to	other	problems	in	your	vehicle	and	shorten	the	lifespan	of	other	parts.	2.	Strange	Noises	Another	obvious	sign	that	the	driveshaft	could	be	acting	up	is	if	you	start	hearing	some	strange	sounds.	When	the	U-joints	or	other	components	of	the	driveshaft	begin	to	wear	out,	they	don’t	operate	as
smoothly	as	they	should.	This	can	lead	to	some	weird	noises	coming	from	under	the	car.	You	might	hear	a	clunking	sound,	especially	when	you’re	stepping	on	the	gas	or	slowing	down.	You	might	hear	some	rattling	or	scraping	noises	too.	Ignoring	these	sounds	can	cause	bigger	problems	down	the	road	as	the	driveshaft	keeps	getting	worse.	3.
Difficulty	Turning	If	you	start	noticing	that	your	car	isn’t	as	responsive	when	you	try	to	turn,	or	if	it	feels	like	there’s	some	resistance,	it	could	be	related	to	the	driveshaft.	Specifically,	the	U-joints	in	the	driveshaft	might	be	wearing	out	or	failing.	These	joints	allow	the	driveshaft	to	flex	and	adjust	as	the	vehicle	moves,	especially	during	turns.	When
they’re	not	in	good	shape,	they	can’t	adjust	as	smoothly,	making	the	vehicle	harder	to	steer.	This	will	be	much	more	noticeable	when	making	sharp	turns	or	navigating	curves.	4.	Rhythmic	Squeaking	Sounds	When	the	U-joints	of	the	driveshaft	start	to	wear	out,	they	may	not	be	well	lubricated.	This	lack	of	lubrication	can	make	them	squeak,	kinda	like
a	door	hinge	that	needs	some	oiling.	You	might	hear	this	rhythmic	squeak	getting	faster	as	you	speed	up	your	vehicle.	If	you	notice	this	repetitive	squeak	coming	from	under	your	car,	especially	while	you’re	moving,	it’s	a	sign	that	the	U-joints	might	need	some	attention	–	either	lubrication	or	replacement.	5.	Visible	Damage	Sometimes,	the	driveshaft
itself	can	get	damaged.	This	could	be	due	to	a	collision	or	an	accident,	but	it’s	also	possible	for	debris	on	the	road	to	hit	and	damage	the	driveshaft.	In	this	case,	you	might	see	visible	signs	of	damage,	such	as	dents	or	bends	in	the	driveshaft.	Over	time,	even	regular	wear	and	tear	or	rough	driving	conditions	can	take	a	toll	on	it.	If	the	U-joints	aren’t
doing	their	job	properly,	the	driveshaft	might	get	knocked	around	more	than	it	should,	leading	to	further	damage.	6.	Transmission	Fluid	Leak	Your	car’s	got	a	bunch	of	fluids	that	help	everything	run	smoothly,	and	sometimes,	a	faulty	driveshaft	can	cause	some	of	those	fluids	to	leak.	Specifically,	if	the	driveshaft	damages	the	transmission	seals,	you
might	start	seeing	transmission	fluid	dripping	from	your	car.	This	fluid	is	typically	red	or	brown,	so	it’s	pretty	noticeable	when	it’s	out	of	place.	Leaks	are	never	a	good	sign.	It	might	not	seem	like	a	big	deal	at	first,	but	eventually,	with	low	transmission	fluid	levels,	your	vehicle’s	transmission	could	overheat	and	lead	to	some	serious	damage.	7.	Car
Won’t	Move	This	is	the	big	one.	Imagine	turning	on	your	car,	and	revving	the	engine,	but	when	you	hit	the	gas,	nothing	happens.	The	engine’s	running,	but	the	car	just	isn’t	going	anywhere.	This	can	happen	when	the	driveshaft	is	completely	broken	or	disconnected.	Since	the	driveshaft’s	job	is	to	transfer	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	if	it’s	out
of	commission,	that	power	doesn’t	get	to	the	wheels.	This	issue	can	also	happen	if	the	U-joints	are	damaged	or	not	working	properly,	as	they’re	responsible	for	connecting	the	driveshaft	to	the	transmission	and	rear	differential.	Either	way,	it’s	clear	that	without	a	functioning	driveshaft,	your	car	isn’t	going	anywhere	anytime	soon.	How	to	Diagnose	a
Bad	Driveshaft	First	of	all,	give	the	driveshaft	a	visual	inspection.	See	any	rust	or	damage,	especially	around	those	U-joints	(the	parts	connecting	the	driveshaft	to	other	stuff)?	If	it	looks	sketchy,	chances	are	it’s	not	doing	its	job	very	well.	Drive	around	a	bit.	Hear	any	clunking	when	shifting	or	a	squeaking	sound	at	low	speeds?	That’s	not	good.	Feeling
a	weird	vibration	as	you	speed	up?	That’s	another	sign.	Park	your	car	and	engage	the	parking	brake.	Get	under	the	car	(safely!)	and	try	wiggling	the	driveshaft.	If	it	moves	too	much,	those	U-joints	might	be	busted.	While	you’re	down	there,	see	any	fluid	leaks	near	the	transmission	or	differential?	Not	a	driveshaft	issue	directly,	but	still	something	to
note.	If	your	car	has	a	two-piece	driveshaft,	there’s	a	center	bearing.	Give	that	a	look.	If	it’s	worn	or	looks	off,	it	could	be	causing	issues.	Conclusion	The	driveshaft	plays	a	crucial	role	in	how	your	vehicle	works,	connecting	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	If	you	notice	any	vibrations,	strange	noises,	difficulty	steering,	squeaking,	visible	damage,	leaks	in
transmission	fluid,	or	the	car	not	moving,	it’s	important	to	pay	attention.	Addressing	these	symptoms	promptly	is	not	just	about	performance,	but	also	your	safety.	Regular	inspections	can	prevent	bigger	problems	and	keep	your	vehicle	in	top	shape.	Here	are	some	articles	that	you	might	enjoy:	Reasons	Why	Your	Car	Vibrates	Between	30	mph,	40
mph,	and	60	mph	Why	Does	My	Car	Shake	When	I	Hit	60	MPH?	What	Happens	If	My	Drive	Shaft	Breaks	While	Driving?	What	Causes	A	Transfer	Case	Leak?	Skip	to	content	Hello!\t\t\t\t\t\t\t\tClick	one	of	our	contacts	below	to	chat	on	WhatsApp","footer":"Need	help?	Our	team	is	just	a	message	away","response":"Write	a	response"}	data-scheme=
{"font_family":"inherit","font_size":"18","icon_size":"60","icon_font_size":"24","box_max_height":"400","brand":"","text":"","link":"","message":"","label":"","name":"","contact_role_color":"","contact_name_color":"","contact_availability_color":"","box_message_word_break":"break-all"}>	A	driveshaft	delivers	the	power,	or	torque,	to	the	wheels	of	your
vehicle.	If	you	have	a	four-wheel	drive,	it	also	transmits	power	from	the	transmission	to	the	rear	axle.		In	fact,	it’s	one	of	the	most	important	components	that	ensures	your	car	moves.	Unfortunately,	if	your	driveshaft	is	failing	or	broken,	it	won’t	be	able	to	handle	all	that	torque,	which	over	time,	can	cause	damage.	Knowing	the	symptoms	and	signs	of	a
failing	driveshaft	is	key	to	driving	smoothly	and	safely.	Your	driveshaft	is	arguably	one	of	the	most	critical	components	in	your	car.	It	can	be	dangerous	if	there	are	any	problems	with	it	or	if	it	breaks	suddenly	while	driving.	It	can	even	result	in	a	total	loss	of	control.	We’ve	got	some	of	the	most	common	signs	of	a	failing	driveshaft,	so	you	can	take
preventative	action	before	it	breaks	while	you’re	out	on	the	road	and	replace	it	with	a	new	or	used	driveshaft.	Common	signs	of	a	bad	driveshaft	include,	but	aren’t	limited	to:	vibrations	shuddering	unusual	noises	Take	a	look	at	each	of	the	most	common	signs	of	a	bad	driveshaft	below,	so	you’ll	be	better	prepared	if	your	driveshaft	is	failing.	We’ve	also
got	information	on	testing	and	inspecting	a	driveshaft	and	the	likely	costs	of	repairing	or	replacing	one,	depending	on	your	motor.	Most	steering	wheel	vibrations	are	caused	by	a	problem	with	the	car’s	wheels,	but	it	can	sometimes	indicate	a	problem	with	the	driveshaft.	If	you	can	feel	vibrations,	even	subtle	ones,	through	your	steering	wheel	or	the
footwell,	your	driveshaft	may	have	a	problem.	As	the	driveshaft	becomes	more	unstable,	the	vibrations	will	become	more	intense.	A	failing	driveshaft	is	often	most	noticeable	when	you’re	turning	or	cornering	sharply.	You	may	notice	a	clicking	sound,	especially	if	you	pick	up	speed	while	you	turn.	Any	clicking	or	knocking	sounds	should	be	looked	at	as
soon	as	possible,	either	by	a	professional	or	a	knowledgeable	home	mechanic.	They	could	mean	a	faulty	CV	joint,	which	can	make	your	vehicle	pull	to	one	side	while	you’re	on	the	road.	When	you	pick	up	speed	from	a	stopped	position	or	simply	when	you	accelerate	while	out	on	the	road,	you	may	notice	a	juddering	from	your	vehicle,	accompanied	by
any	of	the	noises	we’ve	mentioned	above.	While	juddering	can	result	from	any	number	of	faults,	including	imbalanced	tires	and	worn-out	spark	plugs,	it’s	best	to	get	it	checked	out.	The	joints	in	your	driveshaft	are	protected	from	friction	with	plenty	of	grease.	If	the	gaiters	that	hold	this	grease	become	damaged,	they	can	leak	and	allow	a	fap	where
grit	and	dirt	from	the	road	can	enter.	The	moving	parts	within	the	driveshaft	will	experience	more	friction,	which	is	bad	news.	As	a	result,	you	may	notice	a	squeaking	sound	from	the	dried-out	gaitors.	That’s	the	sound	of	metal	on	metal	and	is	the	precursor	to	grinding.	As	well	as	clicking	while	turning	or	accelerating,	you	may	notice	the	following
noises:	knocking	grinding	clunking	Worn-out	driveshaft	joints	can	cause	all	sorts	of	odd	noises	which	can	start	suddenly.	They’re	a	sign	that	your	driveshaft	isn’t	rotating	normally	and	that	it’s	time	to	inspect	the	driveshaft	yourself	or	get	to	the	nearest	mechanic.	If	your	drive	shaft	cover	is	spoiled	or	torn,	your	driveshaft	is	vulnerable	to	contaminants
and	becoming	dry	as	the	lubricating	grease	leaks	away.	Luckily,	this	problem	is	easy	enough	to	identify	and	fix	if	you’re	happy	to	climb	under	your	car	and	have	a	look.	Look	for	any	cracks	or	holes	and	grease	splashes	around	the	car	tires.	You’ll	need	to	replace	the	grease	and	fit	a	new	driveshaft	cover,	provided	your	driveshaft	is	in	good	condition	and
hasn’t	sustained	any	damage.	It’s	unlikely	that	your	driveshaft	will	suddenly	break	while	you’re	on	the	road	–	you’re	more	likely	to	notice	symptoms	that	it’s	failing	well	before	this.	However,	if	it	does	break	suddenly,		your	car	may	simply	stop	driving,	and	you’ll	have	to	leave	it	where	it	is	or	get	it	towed.	That’s	why	it’s	critical	to	have	your	driveshaft
fixed	or	replaced	as	soon	as	there	are	any	signs	of	a	problem.	When	driving,	pay	attention	to	any	unusual	noises,	such	as	clicking,	grinding	or	knocking,	especially	when	you’re	cornering.	See	if	you	can	feel	any	vibrations	in	your	steering	wheel	that	feel	stronger	with	speed.	If	you’re	inspecting	your	driveshaft	yourself,	check	the	following:	check	the



driveshaft	cover	for	any	punctures	or	cracks	makes	sure	the	driveshaft	is	fitted	tightly	at	each	end	ensure	there’s	no	grease	around	the	driveshaft	look	for	any	damaged	or	missing	parts	check	your	gaiters	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear	is	a	good	idea	If	you’re	having	your	driveshaft	repaired,	the	cost	will	depend	on	the	parts	needing	to	be	replaced	and	the
labour	costs,	but	you	can	expect	to	pay	around	£200-£500.	If	you’re	having	your	driveshaft	replaced,	the	costs	can	vary	widely	depending	on	your	motor.	Small	car	driveshafts	cost	around	£250-£300,	while	larger	or	luxury	car	driveshafts	can	cost	as	much	as	£1,500-£2,000.	It’s	possible	to	replace	your	broken	driveshaft	if	you	have	the	information	and
the	enthusiasm.	It’s	not	too	difficult	a	job	and	takes	around	an	hour.	If	you’re	in	any	way	unsure,	though,	always	get	a	professional	to	fit	a	driveshaft.	Vehicle	owners	do	not	commonly	report	drive	shaft	problems,	but	when	they	occur,	they	can	affect	the	overall	performance	of	the	vehicle,	which	can	lead	to	significant	critical	issues.	Identifying	the
common	symptoms	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	can	help	you	prevent	the	car	from	potential	damage	and	save	time	&	money.In	this	article,	I	will	assist	you	in	understanding	the	ten	most	common	signs	of	a	bad	drive	shaft,	solutions	to	fix	the	issue,	and	how	much	it	costs	to	repair	or	replace	the	drivetrain’s	components.	So,	let’s	dive	into	it	and	identify
symptoms	that	point	toward	something	that	needs	attraction.What	is	a	drive	shaft?A	drive	shaft	is	a	vital	connection	between	the	engine	and	wheels	as	it	performs	a	crucial	function	to	maintain	the	wheel’s	balance.	It’s	responsible	for	transferring	the	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	which	keeps	the	vehicle	movement	smooth	and	optimal.	When
the	drive	shaft	goes	bad	or	one	of	its	components	is	damaged	over	time,	it	can	cause	performance	issues	&	safety	risks	for	the	passengers.	Promptly	addressing	early	matters	is	important	to	overcome	the	problem	before	raising	it	as	critical	damage.Symptoms	of	a	Bad	Drive	ShaftHere’s	the	breakdown	of	the	common	symptoms.Excessive
vibrationsShuddering	during	accelerationSqueaking	noiseVehicle	turning	difficultyClunking	soundsVisible	damageTransmission	fluid	leakWorn	out	U-joints	Lack	of	lubricationLoose	drive	shaftDrive	shaft	bearing	noiseThe	first	and	most	prominent	symptom	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	is	experiencing	excessive	vibrations	originating	from	under	the	vehicle.
These	vibrations	are	caused	when	the	u-joint	or	bushings	that	connect	the	drive	shaft	to	other	drivetrain	components	fail	to	function	or	wear	out.	The	intensity	of	vibrations	increases	with	speed,	which	means	that	you	will	feel	excessive	vibrations	at	higher	speeds,	and	these	vibrations	are	often	felt	at	the	steering	wheel,	seat,	or	floorboard.If	you	notice
shuddering	during	acceleration	while	starting	the	vehicle	from	a	stop,	it	indicates	that	the	drive	shaft	is	imbalanced	or	damaged,	which	is	failing	to	keep	the	wheels	aligned.	However,	when	any	of	the	drive	shaft’s	components	is	faulty,	it	will	disrupt	the	transmission	of	torque	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	resulting	in	poor	acceleration	and	loss	of
power.The	hearing	of	squeaking	noises	while	driving	the	vehicle	also	indicates	that	something	is	wrong	with	the	drive	shaft.	When	the	bearings,	U-joint,	or	internal	components	in	the	drive	shaft	become	dry,	the	squeaking	sounds	come	out.	These	noises	can	be	noticed	at	low	speeds.If	you	notice	difficulty	while	turning	the	vehicle,	it	can	be	caused	by	a
worn-out	U-joint	in	the	drive	shaft.	When	the	u-joint	becomes	worn	out	or	needs	lubrication,	it	produces	resistance	in	spinning	wheels.	The	turning	issue	can	be	compromising	on	safety,	especially	when	driving	on	the	road,	and	you	need	to	turn	the	vehicle	but	suddenly	feel	that	it’s	taking	too	much	effort	to	turn.Another	bad	drive	shaft	symptom	you
will	experience	is	the	clunking	sounds,	especially	when	changing	the	gears.	You	might	feel	that	unusual	sounds	are	coming	when	you	start	acceleration	after	stopping	at	the	traffic	lights,	which	means	that	the	CV	joints	or	U-joints	are	worn	out.	Here’s	an	expert	view	about	abnormal	noises	that	point	towards	driveshaft	failure.Thoroughly	inspect	the
drive	shaft	condition	and	look	for	any	wear	&	tear	on	the	drivetrain’s	components.	Usually,	vehicle	collisions	during	accidents	and	bad	driving	habits	can	damage	the	drive	shaft’s	health	and	impact	it	physically	by	affecting	the	components.	If	you	find	any	cracks,	damage,	dents,	or	excessive	wear,	it	means	that	the	damaged	component	is	the	culprit
behind	the	issues.A	failing	drive	shaft	can	damage	the	transmission	seals,	causing	oil	to	drip.	If	you	notice	oil	under	the	vehicle,	then	inspect	the	transmission	seals	to	see	whether	it’s	affected	by	the	failing	drive	shaft	or	not.Check	the	condition	of	your	joints	and	look	for	any	signs	of	wear	&	tear	on	it.	If	it’s	found	to	be	bad	or	faulty,	it	means	the	worn-
out	joints	were	causing	the	unusual	noises	such	as	clunking,	squealing,	clicking,	or	squeaking.Drivetrain	components	need	proper	lubrication	to	function	smoothly.	When	the	components	become	dry,	and	lack	of	lubrication	occurs,	it	can	lead	to	difficulty	turning,	increased	resistance,	and	poor	performance	of	engine	power	conversion.	If	you	notice
grease	leaks	or	lack	of	lubrication,	then	seek	a	professional	mechanic	to	help	refill	the	drive	shaft’s	parts	with	Greece.The	drive	shaft	can	become	loose	due	to	mechanical	failure	or	overtime	usage.	Promptly	addressing	and	tightening	the	loose	drive	shaft	is	crucial	to	prevent	it	from	breakage	or	severe	damage.Drive	shaft	bearing	noise	is	produced
when	the	bearing	is	not	lubricated	or	damaged	internally.	The	bearing	in	the	drivetrain	helps	it	to	move	smoothly,	and	when	it	is	corroded	or	dry,	it	will	result	in	squealing	sounds.You	might	also	like	to	read:	//sinceremechanic.org/symptoms-of-a-bad-pcv-valve/Solutions	to	Fix	a	Bad	Drive	ShaftAfter	identifying	the	common	symptoms	of	a	bad	drive
shaft,	the	next	step	is	to	fix	the	issue	promptly.	Here’s	the	breakdown	of	potential	solutions	that	will	help	you	in	resolving	the	underlying	problems.To	get	rid	of	clunking	noises	and	excessive	vibrations,	you	must	replace	the	worn	u-joints	or	cv-joints	and	bushings.	After	replacing	these	components,	take	a	test	drive	and	see	if	the	vibrations	are	fixed
and	the	vehicle	is	functioning	smoothly	without	being	distracted	by	any	unusual	sounds.Check	for	which	component	is	dry	and	producing	squeaking	noises.	Lubricate	it	and	see	if	the	sounds	are	gone.	Keeping	the	drivetrain	components	lubricated	is	crucial	to	prevent	unusual	noises.You	might	need	to	replace	the	whole	drive	shaft	if	it’s	damaged	badly
or	broken.	Ignoring	the	cracks	and	signs	of	wear	&	continuing	to	use	the	old	drive	shaft	may	result	in	sudden	breakage	on	the	road,	which	can	be	very	frustrating	for	every	vehicle	owner.	So,	it’s	suggested	that	the	drive	shaft	be	replaced	if	it’s	needed.To	realign	the	drive	shaft,	visit	your	nearest	certified	technician	shop	and	inspect	the	drive	shaft
thoroughly.	Mechanics	will	diagnose	the	alignment	and	then	correct	it,	which	will	result	in	prevention	from	vibrations	and	shuddering	during	acceleration.Remember	to	make	it	a	part	of	your	regular	vehicle	maintenance	service,	inspect	the	drive	shaft	condition,	and	look	for	any	signs	of	bad	drive	shaft	symptoms,	such	as	loose	bolts,	faulty
components,	and	visible	damage.	Early	detection	of	faults	and	addressing	them	promptly	will	result	in	fewer	issues.Cost	to	Replace	or	Repair	a	Bad	Drive	ShaftThe	cost	to	repair	or	replace	a	faulty	drive	shaft	can	vary	depending	upon	the	make	and	model	of	your	vehicle,	locations,	complexity	of	work	needed,	and	shop	where	you’re	getting	service.
However,	the	chart	below	containing	the	cost	of	different	drivetrain	components	repairs	or	replacements	might	help	you	get	an	estimated	cost	idea.ServiceEstimated	CostU-Joint	Replacement$100	–	$200Drive	Shaft	Replacement$400	–	$1,500Seal	Replacement$50	–	$150Realignment$50	–	$150Lubrication	of	Components$20	–	$50	(typically	included
in	maintenance)Repair	of	Visible	Damage$100	–	$300Tightening	Hardware$50	–	$150Final	WordsA	correctly	working	drive	shaft	is	crucial	to	deliver	the	torque	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	and	when	it	becomes	bad,	several	issues	can	affect	the	vehicle’s	performance.	After	understanding	the	symptoms	of	a	bad	drive	shaft	and	finding	solutions	to	fix
the	problem,	you	can	make	informed	decisions	and	address	the	issue	promptly.	However,	early	detection	of	bad	drive	shaft	symptoms	can	also	save	you	from	costly	repair	and	replacement.FAQ	–	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsKnowing	whether	the	drive	shaft	is	bad	or	not	is	very	easy.	You	must	check	the	symptoms	of	a	bad	drive	shaft,	such	as	vibrations,
shuddering,	unusual	noises,	wheel	turning	problems,	visible	damage,	and	worn-out	drivetrain	components.	When	you	experience	these	symptoms	in	your	vehicle,	it	means	that	your	drive	shaft	is	faulty.No,	driving	with	a	bad	drive	shaft	is	unsafe	and	can	lead	to	loss	of	control,	poor	vehicle	performance,	or	further	damage	if	not	addressed
promptly.Common	symptoms	include	vibrations,	clunking	or	squeaking	noises,	shuddering	during	acceleration,	turning	issues,	drive	shaft	bearing	noise,	lack	of	lubrication,	and	visible	damage.Regular	maintenance,	lubricating	U-joints,	replacing	worn-out	components,		inspecting	for	damage,	and	addressing	issues	can	help	prevent	driveshaft
failure.Yes,	a	failing	drive	shaft	can	disrupt	power	transfer	to	the	wheels	from	the	engine,	leading	to	sluggish	acceleration	or	poor	performance.		Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore
how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,
believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that	means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights
questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	NowEnjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more	polished	than	ever.See	What's	NewExplore	how	consumers	want	to	see	climate	stories	told	today,	and	what	that
means	for	your	visuals.Download	Our	Latest	VisualGPS	ReportData-backed	trends.	Generative	AI	demos.	Answers	to	your	usage	rights	questions.	Our	original	video	podcast	covers	it	all—now	on	demand.Watch	Now	The	twisting	force	produced	by	the	engine	is	called	torque.	The	job	of	the	drive	shaft	is	to	transmit	this	torque	to	the	wheels	of	the
vehicle.	Most	vehicles	are	front-wheel	drive,	so	the	torque	would	be	transmitted	to	the	two	front	wheels	with	what’s	called	a	half-shaft.	But	other	vehicles	have	what’s	called	a	drive	shaft.	Would	you	be	able	to	tell	if	there	was	something	wrong	with	your	drive	shaft?	Here	are	some	common	signs	that	would	indicate	a	problem	with	your	driveshaft	as
well	as	how	much	the	replacement	cost	would	be.	What	is	a	Drive	Shaft?	A	drive	shaft	(also	called	a	propeller	shaft)	is	essentially	a	long	rod	that	is	designed	to	transmit	torque	from	the	output	shaft	of	the	transmission	to	the	rear	differential	in	a	rear	wheel	drive,	four	wheel	drive,	or	all	wheel	drive	vehicle.	A	drive	shaft	will	often	have	internal	splines
on	the	end	that	connects	to	the	transmission	and	a	universal	joint	(U-joint)	on	the	end	that	connects	to	the	differential.	In	the	case	of	a	four	wheel	drive	or	all	wheel	drive	vehicle,	you	may	find	that	it	actually	has	two	separate	drive	shafts:	one	for	transmitting	power	to	the	front	and	another	to	transmit	power	to	the	back.	This	will	depend	on	the
manufacturer’s	implementation	of	the	four	wheel	drive	or	all	wheel	drive	system.	Common	Bad	Drive	Shaft	Symptoms	Since	drive	shafts	rotate	quickly,	they’re	able	to	move	the	rear	wheels	of	your	vehicle.	The	only	way	they	can	keep	rotating	quickly	is	if	they	remain	weighted	down	and	balanced	exactly	right.	When	the	drive	shaft	begins	to	have
malfunctioning	issues,	then	your	driving	ability	will	be	impaired.	More	specifically,	there	are	5	common	symptoms	you	can	recognize	that	will	let	you	know	there	is	a	problem	with	the	drive	shaft	or	slip	yoke.	1)	Vibrations	If	you’re	driving	the	vehicle	and	you	feel	a	lot	of	harsh	vibrations	coming	from	under	it,	then	your	drive	shaft	may	be	in	trouble.
This	is	usually	the	first	symptom	that	people	recognize	when	there	is	a	drive	shaft	problem.	The	vibrations	are	likely	due	to	worn	out	bushings	of	the	drive	shaft.	These	bushings	are	what	normally	keep	the	drive	shaft	from	vibrating	in	the	first	place.	If	the	problem	is	not	fixed	soon,	the	vibration	will	get	more	severe.	It	will	get	so	bad	that	your
passengers	will	be	able	to	feel	it	too.	The	worst	part	is	that	other	drivetrain	components	can	also	be	affected	and	damaged.	Note	that	vibrations	that	increase	with	speed	may	mean	your	tires	need	to	be	balanced.	This	should	be	done	regularly.	Check	your	owner’s	manual	for	the	manufacturer’s	recommendation.	2)	Clunking	Noise	When	you	accelerate
your	vehicle,	do	you	hear	a	clunking	noise?	How	about	when	you	put	the	vehicle	into	reverse,	or	even	into	drive?	If	you	hear	clunking	noises	in	any	of	these	cases,	then	it	could	mean	your	drive	shaft	has	an	issue	and	should	be	promptly	inspected.	Often,	this	is	a	common	symptom	of	a	bad	slip	yoke.	Related:	7	Causes	of	Drive	Shaft	Noise	(With	Chart)
3)	Squeaking	Noise	If	you’re	driving	and	you	hear	a	squeaking	noise	that	is	consistently	coming	from	underneath	your	vehicle,	then	it	is	a	sign	that	your	drive	shaft	could	be	faulty.	It	could	possibly	be	out	of	balance	or	some	other	part	of	it	could	be	worn	out.	4)	Universal	Joint	Movement	If	the	U-joint	of	your	drive	shaft	rotates	too	fast	or	fails	to	rotate,
then	it’s	a	problem	with	your	drive	shaft.	The	cap	seals	of	the	bearings	could	have	rust	on	them.	Either	that	or	the	u-joint	itself	is	not	stable.	You’ll	need	to	have	your	drive	shaft	replaced	because	you	can’t	drive	your	vehicle	in	this	condition.	5)	Turning	Problems	If	you	try	to	make	a	turn	with	your	vehicle	and	the	wheels	don’t	turn	immediately	or	they
hesitate,	then	you	have	an	issue	with	your	drive	shaft.	The	tires	will	have	a	lot	of	resistance	which	you’ll	be	able	to	feel	as	you	try	to	make	a	turn.	Obviously,	this	is	a	serious	issue	and	it	needs	to	be	looked	at	right	away.	If	your	steering	wheel	is	simply	difficult	to	turn,	you	may	need	to	take	a	look	at	the	power	steering	pump.	The	type	of	drive	system
can	affect	the	way	your	driveshaft	behaves	and	the	symptoms	of	a	bad	driveshaft	that	you	may	experience.	Here	are	some	common	issues	that	you	may	encounter	depending	on	what	drivetrain	type	you	have.	Rear-Wheel	Drive	If	you	have	a	rear-wheel	drive	vehicle,	your	driveshaft	is	responsible	for	transferring	power	from	the	transmission	to	the	rear
differential.	With	a	worn	or	damaged	driveshaft,	you	may	experience	vibrations	or	clunking	noises	when	accelerating	or	decelerating.	You	may	also	notice	that	the	vehicle	is	difficult	to	control	or	feels	unstable	at	high	speeds.	Front-Wheel	Drive	In	a	front-wheel	drive	vehicle,	the	driveshaft	is	responsible	for	transferring	power	from	the	transmission	to
the	front	wheels.	If	the	driveshaft	is	damaged,	you	may	experience	vibrations	or	shaking	in	the	steering	wheel	or	the	vehicle	itself.	You	may	also	notice	that	the	vehicle	pulls	to	one	side	or	feels	unresponsive	when	turning.	Four-Wheel	Drive	Four-wheel	drive	vehicles	have	both	front	and	rear	driveshafts	that	work	together	to	transfer	power	to	all	four
wheels.	If	either	driveshaft	is	damaged,	you	may	experience	vibrations	or	clunking	noises	when	accelerating	or	decelerating.	You	may	also	notice	that	the	vehicle	is	difficult	to	control	or	feels	unstable	at	high	speeds,	especially	on	rough	terrain.	Can	You	Drive	With	a	Bad	Drive	Shaft?	While	it	is	usually	possible	to	drive	with	a	bad	drive	shaft,	it’s
usually	not	very	wise	to	do	it	for	long.	If	part	of	the	drive	shaft	were	to	snap,	you’ll	lose	power	to	that	axle	in	the	best	case	scenario.	The	drive	shaft	may	fall	and	get	wedged	between	the	ground	and	your	vehicle,	restricting	forward	movement.	On	some	four	wheel	drive	or	all	wheel	drive	vehicles,	disconnecting	one	axle	like	this	may	stress	the	center
differential	or	transfer	case.	This	could	cause	premature	wear	or	even	failure	of	the	center	differential.	Before	Subaru	started	mainly	using	CVT	transmissions,	they	used	a	viscous	coupling	center	differential.	This	type	of	differential	is	very	sensitive	to	prolonged	speed	differences	between	the	front	and	rear	axles.	If	the	drive	shaft	were	to	disconnect
on	one	side	while	it’s	still	spinning	quickly,	there	is	a	good	chance	it	will	do	massive	damage	to	the	underside	of	your	vehicle.	Remember	that	if	one	end	is	still	connected	to	the	vehicle,	the	drive	shaft	will	continue	spinning	for	a	moment	and	take	out	anything	in	its	path.	This	could	be	handbrake	cables,	brake	lines,	fuel	lines,	and	even	parts	of	the
wiring	harness.	Drive	Shaft	Replacement	Cost	If	you’re	just	replacing	a	half-shaft	for	your	front	wheel	drive	car,	then	it	will	cost	anywhere	from	$500	to	$1,200.	You	can	expect	the	parts	cost	to	be	anywhere	from	$250	to	$750,	while	the	labor	costs	are	only	around	$300	to	$500.	If	you	have	a	rear	wheel	or	four	wheel	drive	vehicle	which	has	a	long
drive	shaft	to	power	the	rear	wheels,	then	expect	to	pay	somewhere	in	the	range	of	$600	to	$1,100.	These	long	driveshafts	that	connect	the	rear	differential	to	the	transmission	can	be	somewhat	expensive.	Keep	that	in	mind	that	the	type	of	vehicle	plays	a	major	role	in	both	the	price	of	parts	and	labor.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	How	Long	Does	a
Driveshaft	Last?	Generally,	a	driveshaft	will	last	at	least	100,000	miles	but	it	can	often	be	for	the	lifetime	of	a	vehicle.	That	said,	the	actual	lifespan	can	vary	depending	on	the	make	and	model	of	your	vehicle,	as	well	as	how	well	you	maintain	it.	Factors	that	can	affect	the	lifespan	of	your	driveshaft	include	driving	conditions,	such	as	rough	roads	or
extreme	temperatures,	as	well	as	the	type	of	vehicle	you	drive.	For	example,	a	truck	that	is	frequently	used	for	towing	or	hauling	heavy	loads	may	experience	more	wear	and	tear	on	the	driveshaft	than	a	small	car	that	is	only	used	for	commuting.	Regular	maintenance,	such	as	lubricating	the	driveshaft	and	checking	for	wear	and	tear,	can	help	extend
the	lifespan	of	your	driveshaft.	If	you	notice	any	of	symptoms	listed	above,	it’s	important	to	have	it	inspected	and	repaired	as	soon	as	possible	to	prevent	further	damage	to	your	vehicle.	If	your	drive	shaft	breaks	while	driving,	it	can	become	a	dangerous	situation.	The	drive	shaft	is	responsible	for	transferring	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	so	if
it	breaks,	you	will	lose	power	to	the	wheels.	This	can	cause	your	car	to	slow	down	or	even	come	to	a	complete	stop.	In	addition,	a	broken	drive	shaft	can	cause	damage	to	other	parts	of	your	car,	such	as	the	transmission	or	differential.	Can	a	Bad	Drive	Shaft	Affect	Transmission?	Yes,	a	bad	drive	shaft	can	affect	the	transmission.	The	drive	shaft	is
connected	to	the	transmission	and	transfers	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels.	If	the	drive	shaft	is	damaged	or	worn	out,	it	can	cause	vibrations	and	other	problems	that	can	affect	the	transmission.	In	one	common	example,	a	damaged	drive	shaft	can	cause	the	transmission	to	shift	erratically	or	slip	out	of	gear.	A	driveshaft,	also	known	as	a
propeller	shaft,	is	a	mechanical	component	used	to	transmit	power	and	torque	from	the	engine	or	transmission	to	the	wheels	of	a	vehicle.	It	is	typically	a	long,	cylindrical	shaft	made	of	metal	that	connects	the	transmission	output	shaft	to	the	differential	input	shaft.	In	rear-wheel	drive	vehicles,	the	driveshaft	connects	the	transmission	to	the	rear	axle,
which	turns	the	rear	wheels.	In	four-wheel	drive	vehicles,	there	are	two	driveshafts	–	one	that	connects	the	transmission	to	the	transfer	case,	and	another	that	connects	the	transfer	case	to	the	front	axle.	The	driveshaft	rotates	at	high	speeds	and	is	designed	to	withstand	the	forces	and	stresses	generated	by	the	engine	and	the	motion	of	the	vehicle.	It
typically	has	a	universal	joint	at	each	end,	which	allows	it	to	bend	and	flex	as	the	vehicle	moves	over	uneven	terrain.	There	are	several	signs	of	drive	shaft	problems,	on	front-wheel	drive	vehicles,	one	is	vibration	whilst	driving	in	a	straight	line,	normally	it	starts	with	a	slight	vibration	at	20,	30,	40,	50	or	even	60mph.	You	can	usually	drive	through	it,
but	it	will	reappear	when	you	get	back	to	that	speed,	if	still	under	load.	You	may	notice	that	it	happens	when	the	vehicle	is	under	load,	maybe	you’re	going	uphill,	applying	power	or	towing	a	trailer	or	caravan,	if	you	depress	the	clutch	and	the	vibration	disappears,	that’s	a	good	sign	of	a	worn	drive	shaft.	Over	time	the	vibration	will	get	worse	and
worse	and	you	could	lose	drive	so	we	recommend	that	you	get	them	inspected	or	replaced	as	soon	as	possible.	If	you	are	unsure	which	side	is	causing	the	vibration,	you	could	try	holding	the	drive	shaft	bar	next	to	the	inner	cv	boot,	lift	it,	twist	it	and	pull	it,	then	immediately	do	the	same	on	the	other	side.	You	will	normally	feel	more	play	in	one	or	the
other	and	it’s	a	good	bet	that	the	one	with	the	most	play	will	be	the	worn	one.	Unless	it’s	both,	the	other	option	is	to	take	it	to	a	drive	shaft	specialist	and	ask	them	to	inspect	it	for	you.		Another	indication	that	they	are	worn,	is	if	you	have	a	clicking	or	knocking	when	turning	corners,	then	it’s	normally	the	outer	cv	joint,	you	will	find	mostly	that	it’s	the
opposite	side	that	is	worn,	for	instance,	turn	right	and	it	clicks,	then	the	left-hand	outer	cv	is	worn,	turn	left	and	it	clicks	suspect,	then	the	right-hand	outer	cv	joint	is	worn.	Always	inspect	the	gaiters	(boots)	on	the	inner	and	outer	cv	joints,	a	high	proportion	of	drive	shaft	failures	are	because	of	ripped	or	leaking	boots,	always	secure	the	boots	with
good	quality	metal	ties	(don’t	use	plastic	ties).	Also	there	are	a	lot	of	thermoplastic	(hard	plastic)	boots	on	the	market	even	a	lot	of	main	dealers	supply	them,	we	suggest	you	don’t	use	them	unless	you	have	no	option,	they	are	strong	but	they	are	impossible	to	get	a	good	seal	with	them,	so	you	should	use	neoprene	(rubber)	boots.	Make	sure	that	you
always	clean	out	the	old	grease	and	refill	with	a	good	quality	cv	grease	such	as	molybdenum	or	lithium.		On	some	drive	shafts	(Honda,	Nissan	and	some	others)	the	drive	shaft	bar	can	snap	in	two,	this	is	due	to	the	rubber	damper	in	the	middle	of	the	shaft	holding	water.	For	the	course	of	10	years	or	so	rust	will	eat	into	the	bar	and	weaken	it.	These
anti-vibration	dampers	are	a	nuisance	and	are	unnecessary,	in	fact	we	always	remove	them	and	have	never	had	any	ill	effects,	the	lifespan	of	a	drive	shaft	varies	greatly	depending	on	the	make,	the	power	and	the	way	it’s	driven	but	normally	they	last	for	at	least	30,000	miles	up	to	95,000	miles	(however	we	have	seen	drive	shafts	that	have	done	more
than	200,000	miles).	If	you	get	a	squeaking	drive	shaft	it’s	normally	a	universal	joint	on	the	prop	shaft	that	is	tight	in	one	place,	you	can	also	get	vibration	that	comes	from	your	prop	shaft	in	rear-wheel	drive	and	4×4	vehicles,	this	is	normally	a	universal	joint	or	centre	bearing	that’s	worn.	Driveshaft	problems	can	cause	various	symptoms,	such	as
vibration,	noise,	and	loss	of	power.	Here	are	some	common	driveshaft	problems:	Bent	or	damaged	driveshaft:	A	bent	or	damaged	driveshaft	can	cause	vibration	and	noise,	especially	at	high	speeds.	Worn	universal	joints:	The	universal	joints	at	each	end	of	the	driveshaft	can	wear	out	over	time,	causing	a	clunking	noise	when	accelerating	or	shifting
gears.	Imbalanced	driveshaft:	An	imbalanced	driveshaft	can	cause	vibration	and	noise,	especially	at	high	speeds.	This	can	be	caused	by	missing	balancing	weights	or	damage	to	the	driveshaft.	Loose	or	worn	centre	bearing:	The	centre	bearing	supports	the	driveshaft	in	the	middle	of	the	vehicle.	If	it	becomes	loose	or	worn,	it	can	cause	vibration	and
noise.	Damaged	CV	joint:	In	a	front-wheel	drive	vehicle,	the	driveshaft	is	also	known	as	a	half-shaft	and	includes	a	constant	velocity	(CV)	joint.	If	the	CV	joint	becomes	damaged,	it	can	cause	clicking	or	popping	noises	when	turning.	Transmission	or	differential	problems:	Driveshaft	problems	can	also	be	caused	by	issues	with	the	transmission	or
differential,	such	as	worn	bearings	or	gears.	If	you	suspect	that	your	vehicle	has	a	driveshaft	problem,	it	is	important	to	have	it	inspected	by	a	qualified	mechanic	to	avoid	potential	safety	hazards	or	further	damage	to	your	vehicle.	Volkswagen:	Golf	and	Passat	Volkswagen’s	Golf	and	Passat	are	iconic	models	known	for	their	reliability	and	performance.
These	vehicles	utilise	drive	shafts	Golf	that	transfer	power	from	the	engine	to	the	wheels,	allowing	for	smooth	acceleration	and	efficient	operation.	Whether	you’re	cruising	through	city	streets	or	embarking	on	a	long	road	trip,	a	properly	functioning	drive	shaft	is	essential	for	ensuring	a	seamless	driving	experience.	Mercedes:	A,	C,	and	E	Classes
Mercedes-Benz	is	synonymous	with	luxury	and	sophistication,	and	their	A,	C,	and	E	Class	models	exemplify	these	qualities.	These	vehicles	feature	advanced	drive	shaft	systems	that	contribute	to	their	superior	handling	and	comfort.	Whether	you’re	navigating	busy	urban	roads	or	cruising	along	the	highway,	you	can	trust	in	the	durability	and	precision
of	Mercedes	drive	shafts	to	deliver	optimal	performance	mile	after	mile.	Mini,	Hyundai,	Skoda,	and	Vauxhall	In	addition	to	Volkswagen	and	Mercedes,	we	also	cater	to	a	diverse	range	of	vehicles,	including	Mini,	Hyundai,	Skoda,	and	Vauxhall	models.	From	the	compact	and	stylish	Mini	Cooper	to	the	practical	and	versatile	Hyundai	Tucson,	these
vehicles	rely	on	dependable	drive	shafts	to	deliver	power	to	the	wheels	effectively.	Whether	you’re	commuting	to	work	or	embarking	on	a	weekend	adventure,	our	comprehensive	selection	of	drive	shaft	solutions	ensures	that	your	vehicle	operates	at	peak	performance	levels.	At	Driveshaft	UK,	we	understand	the	importance	of	quality	and	reliability
when	it	comes	to	drive	shafts.	That’s	why	we	offer	a	wide	range	of	products	designed	to	meet	the	unique	needs	of	each	vehicle	make	and	model.	Whether	you’re	in	need	of	repairs,	replacements,	or	upgrades,	our	team	of	experts	is	here	to	provide	you	with	the	personalised	service	and	support	you	deserve	You	can	consider	Driveshaft	UK	a	one-stop-
shop	for	all	your	drive	shaft	parts.	We	offer	universal	joints,	centre	bearings,	yokes	and	much	more.	Established	in	1993,	we	have	years	of	experience	behind	us	so	we	can	provide	you	with	professional	advice	if	needed.	Our	range	is	available	for	same-day	dispatch.			We	offer	a	wide	range	of	services	to	meet	every	type	of	need.	If	your	drive	shaft	or	CV
joint	needs	to	be	replaced,	we	can	help.	We	can	detect	the	problem	and	develop	specific	drive	line	solutions	quickly.		If	you	are	facing	issues	with	your	prop	shafts,	we	have	the	expertise	and	the	precision	equipment	to	balance	prop	shafts	to	maximise	their	efficiency,	get	in	touch	today.	For	more	information	on	drive	shafts,	check	out	our	blog!	It’s	full
of	useful	information,	like	what	to	do	if	your	drive	shaft	breaks	while	driving	and	further	information	on	what	a	drive	shaft	does!
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