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For first time test takers with a U.S. nursing degree, the pass rate is 88.85%. Repeat test takers in the U.S. average a 45.08% pass rate. Not likely. Eligibility to take the NCLEX are determined by the local nursing regulatory body (NRB) in the jurisdiction that you wish to practice. If you are interested in finding out specifics in your jurisdiction,
contact your local NRB. Yes. If the computer adaptive test determines you will fail the test with a 95% confidence level, it will terminate as soon as 75 questions are answered. On the other hand, it can also determine you will pass the test and can end as soon as 75 questions are answered. Even though the exam is graded as you progress, scores are
further verified by Pearson VUE and your score will not be available at the test center. If your nursing regulatory body (NRB) participates in the Quick Results Service, you can purchase your ‘unofficial’ test scores for $7.95 on the Pearson VUE NCLEX website. Official results will be sent by your NRB in about 6 weeks. The majority of the questions on
the NCLEX are multiple choice (many of which are "check all that apply," with 4 possible answers. However there are alternate questions (e.g., fill-in-the-blank items, check all the apply, ordered response items). The NCLEX-RN is up to 6 hours and the NCLEX-PN is up to 5 hours. Both exams can end early if the computer adaptive test determines a
pass or fail with a 95% confidence level. Your NRB will typically allow authorized test takers to take the exam up to 8 times, although it varies by state so check with your state. A minimum of 45 days between test dates is required. Every quarter, the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) releases the latest pass rate data for the
NCLEX®. NCLEX pass rates are constantly changing and can vary dramatically depending on a variety of factors. In 2023, the NCLEX was enhanced and rebranded as the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN). This new NCLEX features brand-new item types, an updated scoring system, and more. With all of these test changes, reviewing how the new
NCLEX is scored is important so you understand how to maximize your score on Test Day. In this guide, we break down what you need to know about the 2024 NCLEX pass rates and the current NCLEX scoring system. TABLE OF CONTENTS: 2024 NCLEX Pass Rates The NCSBN has recently released the NCLEX pass rate data for the 2024 testing
year. In the tables below, we list 2024 NCLEX pass rate data for the RN and PN exams broken down by first-time test-takers and repeat test-takers educated in the U.S. and abroad. Review the 2024 pass rates for the Next Gen NCLEX-RN, according to data from the NCSBN. Type of Candidate2024 Pass PercentagesFirst-time, U.S.-
educated91.16%Repeat, U.S.-educated50.93%First-time, internationally-educated53.81%Repeat, internationally-educated36.27%All candidates:73.26% Review the 2024 pass rates for the Next Gen NCLEX-PN, according to data from the NCSBN. Type of Candidate2024 Pass PercentagesFirst-time, U.S.-educated88.38%Repeat, U.S.-
educated41.92%First-time, internationally-educated51.14%Repeat, internationally-educated23.89%All candidates:79.07% As you can see in the data listed above, first-time NCLEX test-takers consistently perform better than repeat test-takers. In 2024, first-time U.S.-educated test-takers currently had an NCLEX-RN pass rate of 91.16%, compared to
their counterparts who repeated the test and passed at a rate of only 50.93%. Many factors contribute to the low pass rate for repeat test-takers, but the bottom line is that it’s critical that you prepare properly and aim to pass on your first attempt for your best chance at passing the NCLEX—period. You need to have a solid study plan in place that
blends content review, test-taking strategies, and realistic practice with test-like questions. More students recommend Kaplan for NCLEX prep than anyone else.* Why? Our personalized study plans and comprehensive tools cover everything you need to pass. In fact, 97% of Kaplan NCLEX students pass the first time.f We guarantee you’ll pass the
first time, too—or get your money back.t NCLEX Pass Rates by State In the table below, you can see the NCLEX pass rates by state from 2023, the most recent year the data was available from the NCSBN. The NCLEX pass rates listed below are for first-time, U.S.-educated candidates who took the NCLEX-RN in 2023. Is the Next Gen NCLEX easier
to pass than the old NCLEX exam? A common question nursing students ask about the Next Gen NCLEX is whether or not the exam is easier than the old NCLEX. The short answer is no; the Next Gen NCLEX is not easier. The NGN is an enhanced version of its predecessor, with new item types and a new scoring system designed to better measure
test-takers’ clinical judgment skills. While you can now receive partial credit for questions, the exam’s content is just as challenging as it has always been. This is why NCLEX test prep is critical, as is familiarizing yourself with the new NGN item types. How many questions are on the NCLEX? In addition to the 15 unscored, pre-test questions, test-
takers can expect to see anywhere from a minimum of 70 to the maximum of 135 scored questions on the NCLEX in the new next gen format. The NGN uses Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) so that questions are customized to each individual test-taker. CAT uses an algorithm to deliver different questions with varying difficulty based on how the
test-taker performed on the previous question, which means no two NGN exams are exactly alike. How is the NCLEX scored? One of the major changes on the Next Gen NCLEX is how the new exam is scored. The old NCLEX used a dichotomous scoring method, meaning NCLEX items were scored as either correct or incorrect. Now, the new NCLEX
uses a polytomous scoring method to allow for partial credit on certain questions. The new scoring system allows for more precise measurement and takes into consideration the complexity of the new NGN item types. Having different ways to assign partial credit also reduces random guessing. Using a polytomous scoring method, partial credit on the
Next Gen NCLEX can be assigned in three different ways: +/- Scoring: Test-takers receive one point for correct responses and lose a point for incorrect responses. If the total score is negative, the final score will be zero.0/1 Scoring: Test-takers receive one point for correct responses but don’t lose points for incorrect responses.Rationale Scoring:
Test-takers can receive 0, 1, or 2 points on an item. Test-takers are assessed on their ability to pair information that requires justification through a rationale. The Next Gen NCLEX features eighteen different item types. Each of these item types is scored in one of three ways. In the table below, we break down how each NGN item type is scored. The
current exam features 13 unique NGN item types in addition to the previous 5 item types used on the old NCLEX. +/- Scoring Rule0/1 Scoring RuleRationale Scoring RuleMultiple Response - Select All that Apply (SATA)Multiple ChoiceDrop-Down Cloze Dyad Matrix Multiple Response (MR)Matrix Multiple ChoiceDrop-Down Cloze TriadMultiple
Response (MR) GroupingMultiple Response Select N (SATA-N)Drag-and-Drop Cloze DyadHighlight TextHot SpotDrag-and-Drop Cloze TriadHighlight TableDrop-Down Cloze Drop-Down TableBow-tieOrdered ResponseFill-in-the-Blank What is the passing standard for the NCLEX? The NCLEX passing standards reflect the amount of ability required for
nurses to practice competently at an entry level. Every three years, the NCSBN Board of Directors reevaluates the NCLEX passing standard to ensure it is aligned with current competencies. In December 2022, the board voted to uphold the current passing standard of 0.00 logits for the NCLEX-RN Examination and -0.18 logits for the NCLEX-PN
through March 31, 2026. This means that while the Next Gen NCLEX has a new scoring system, the NCLEX passing standard will remain the same for the next three years. When should I expect my NCLEX results? You can expect to receive your Next Gen NCLEX results in about six weeks. While the computer scores your exam as you take it, your
official results will not be released until they are graded a second time. You might be able to see your unofficial test results after two business days, if your state participates in the Quick Results program. However, please note that your Quick Results score is not your official score, which will be sent to you by the nursing regulatory body (NRB) six
weeks after your exam date. The NCSBN allows test-takers up to eight NCLEX retakes each year as long as they have applied for licensure with a participating NRB. However, you have to wait 45 days in between each attempt. Some jurisdictions may have stricter limits on repeat testing than others. As previously discussed, pass rates for first-time
NCLEX test-takers have historically been higher than repeat test-takers, which is why we recommend waiting to take the NCLEX until you feel confident you can earn a passing score. Other Considerations for Passing the NCLEX In order to pass the NCLEX, it’s not just the number of questions you see; you’ll also be working within a time constraint.
You will have five hours to finish the NCLEX (both RN & PN exams). As you are testing, remember that each question is as important as the next-despite the new scoring system for the different item types. Sometimes test-takers try to self-evaluate and guess how they are doing as they go along, but the exam doesn’t work that way. Because of the
adaptive nature of the NCLEX, the exam feels difficult for both high- and low-performing test-takers. It is best to simply focus on the questions at hand and answer to the best of your ability. * More Students Recommend Kaplan: These are the findings of two quantitative surveys conducted by Kaplan conducted August 26, 2022, through September 30,
2022, and September 5, 2022, through October 9, 2023. A sample of 368 NCLEX test prep customers was interviewed online, of which 118 customers prepped with Kaplan and 250 customers prepped with any other market competitor (selected from a closed ended list representing the majority of the NCLEX prep market with the option to write in a
competitor). The distribution of competitors selected in the survey is not necessarily reflective of true market share. The results showed that Kaplan has a net promoter score that is statistically higher than the competition at a 95% confidence level with a 10% margin of error. T Passing Guarantee: Conditions and restrictions apply. For complete
guarantee eligibility requirements, visit kaplannursing.com/guarantee. + NCLEX Exam Pass Rate: Results based on a Kaplan post-exam survey of first-time, NCLEX-RN exam test-takers who graduated from their nursing program during the first 6 months of 2023. Respondents had access to a Kaplan Self Paced or Live Online NCLEX-RN exam prep
retail product on or after January 1, 2023, and reported they had passed the NCLEX-RN exam in the first 6 months of 2023 (n = 115). Survey responses were responses received August 17, 2023, to September 25, 2023. The study is based on students who have provided their pass/fail status. While the study focused on students who took the NGN
exam, data may include some respondents who purchased and sat for the NCLEX-RN exam prior to the current Next Generation NCLEX-RN exam. Written by Kaplan experts, reviewed by Ryan Goble, Senior Content & Curriculum Manager. Ryan has collaborated with Kaplan as an NCLEX Prep instructor and currently as a content manager. He is a
registered nurse with over 15 years experience, ranging from the clinical setting to exam development. He holds an MSN degree with emphasis on nursing administration and nursing education. Find the answers to frequently asked questions about the exam process, what it looks like, passing standards and more.NCLEX Faqs Passing the notorious
NCLEX exam is no small feat. It’s a challenging test that includes a wide variety of questions and adaptive technology. This is why it’s good to know the NCLEX passing score.Some questions are based on your book and medical nursing knowledge, while others require you to think strategically and critically. So, what score do you need to pass the
NCLEX in 2025? Technically, a score of 0!Sounds crazy, we know. Unlike most exams, the NCLEX is strictly a PASS/FAIL exam. While you will get a score (logit) at the end of your test, the score number itself doesn’t matter. If you pass, you become a registered nurse. If you fail, you have to retake the exam at a later date. The NCLEX uses Computer
Adaptive Testing (CAT) technology to score the exam. CAT technology asks questions based on your knowledge level to determine whether you’'re ready to be a nurse. So each time you answer a question correctly, the next question will be more difficult. CAT technology as a scoring method is broken into:Candidate Ability - The amount of entry-level
nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities the candidate possesses.Ability Estimate - The computer estimates the candidate’s entry-level nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities.Passing Standard - A cut point along an ability range that marks the minimum ability level required to safely and effectively practice nursing at the entry-level. Logit - A unit of
measurement to report how much better a candidate performs than the average candidate and how much more difficult a question is compared to others.The advantage of the NCLEX is that all test takers are asked questions that start at the same level. However, CAT quickly discerns how much you know based on whether or not you correctly answer
a question. CAT will determine your nursing future based on the number of correct questions you answered by the end of the exam. This testing system means that some test-takers may finish much quicker than others based on the rate at which they correctly answer questions. Read here to learn about the Next-Generation NCLEX (NGN).Because of
how the NCLEX test is structured, your NCLEX passing score or failing grade will equal zero. A letter grade or percentage isn’t the purpose of the NCLEX. The sole purpose is to determine whether or not you’'re ready to be a nurse based on how many questions you answer correctly. In December 2022, the NCSBN voted to uphold the current passing
standard for NCLEX-RN, meaning that currently candidates will continue to be required to pass at a level of 0.00 (for the NCLEX-PN, -0.18) logits through March 31, 2026. The NCLEX uses a base logit score of 0.00 to determine whether you pass or not. You pass if you score above 0.00, meaning you answered enough questions correctly. If you score
negative, you didn’t answer enough questions correctly. The number of questions on the NCLEX can vary for each test-taker. The NCLEX is designed to adapt to your performance as you answer each question. You can’t skip questions because each one determines your level of knowledge.For the NCLEX-RN, the maximum number of questions is 150.
Your exam will stop once it is determined with 95% certainty that you either meet or do not meet the passing standard. Additionally, each test includes 15 experimental questions at the beginning that do not count toward your score but are used to gauge the difficulty level for future exams.The minimum number of questions on the NCLEX-RN is 85.
This means that if you answer enough questions correctly to demonstrate competency, your exam can end after 85 questions. Conversely, the exam can continue up to 150 questions if more data is needed to assess your abilities accurately.Yes, the NCLEX has a time limit of five hours for the RN exam. This includes all breaks and instructional time. If
the time runs out before you’ve answered enough questions correctly, you will not pass the test. It’s essential to manage your time effectively to ensure you have the opportunity to answer as many questions as possible.Reaching the maximum number of questions on the NGN can be a double-edged sword. The NCLEX’s adaptive testing format means
that the exam adapts to your individual performance level. It dynamically adjusts the difficulty of questions based on your answers, targeting your areas of strengths and weaknesses. Consequently, the number of questions required to determine your competency level may vary.Comprehensive assessment: Reaching the maximum number of questions
ensures that the exam has adequately evaluated your clinical judgment skills across a wide range of scenarios.Confidence boost: Successfully completing the maximum number of questions can boost your confidence, reinforcing your knowledge and readiness for real-world nursing practice.Potential score improvement: If you perform well on the
additional questions, they can potentially contribute to improving your overall score.Time management challenges: Reaching the maximum number of questions can consume a significant amount of time, potentially leaving you with less time to review or answer additional questions.Fatigue and stress: Extended testing sessions can lead to mental and
physical fatigue, potentially affecting your performance on subsequent questions.Uncertainty: The NGN is designed to adapt to your performance, and additional questions beyond the minimum required may indicate areas of weaker competency, potentially impacting your overall score.Because the NCLEX isn’t a pass or fail exam based on your
numerical score, it uses a system called the calculated confidence interval. The CAT technology will continue to ask you questions until it’s satisfied that you know enough to be a nurse. Once CAT is 95% confident that you know enough to be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you pass. However, the opposite is also true. Once the test is
95% certain that you don’t know enough to be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you will fail the exam. Failing the test can result in not answering the minimum amount of 85 questions within the allotted time. You can answer the first 84 questions correctly, but you will automatically fail the exam if you don’t reach number 85. The other
way to fail the exam is simply by not answering enough questions correctly within the allotted time or by not answering enough questions correctly out of the maximum amount of 135. Don’t self-evaluate during the exam.While it’s tempting to start overthinking in the middle of the exam, don’t start overthinking in the middle of the exam. Remember
two important things:There’s no NCLEX passing score, so you don’t know if you are doing poorly or really well.You got this!Manage your stress levels. People fail the NCLEX because they don’t know how to manage their stress levels during the exam. Preparation is a big part of managing stress but is also necessary for test management. Consider
learning more about thought exercises to help you focus and manage stress. Make a study plan in preparation. It’s critical to have an NCLEX study plan in place. Unless you set time aside specifically for studying for the NCLEX, you likely won’t get enough study time. NCLEX cram sheets can help, but careful planning, discipline, and determination
are best to pass the NCLEX the first time.Invest in test prep resources. The number one best way to achieve an NCLEX passing score is to invest in test preparation materials that fully prepares you with realistic NCLEX practice questions and custom study guides. Studying your textbooks and researching online is necessary, but more is

needed. Investing in NCLEX prep courses and materials will improve your odds of passing. Passing the NCLEX exam is one of the most crucial milestones in a nurse’s career, and requires a great deal of preparation. But with the right tools, you can cut down on study time and gain full confidence on exam day.SimpleNursing offers one of the nation’s
top NCLEX tips, study guides, and resources. We provide you with sample questions, practice tests, and a world of valuable resources to aid you in your preparation. The practice exams from SimpleNursing will prepare you for the types of questions you’ll face and will give you an accurate idea of the time it will take you to pass. Let us help you ace
the NCLEX on the first try with the #1 NCLEX prep course. Passing the notorious NCLEX exam is no small feat. It’s a challenging test that includes a wide variety of questions and adaptive technology. This is why it’s good to know the NCLEX passing score.Some questions are based on your book and medical nursing knowledge, while others require
you to think strategically and critically. So, what score do you need to pass the NCLEX in 2025? Technically, a score of 0!Sounds crazy, we know. Unlike most exams, the NCLEX is strictly a PASS/FAIL exam. While you will get a score (logit) at the end of your test, the score number itself doesn’t matter. If you pass, you become a registered nurse. If
you fail, you have to retake the exam at a later date. The NCLEX uses Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) technology to score the exam. CAT technology asks questions based on your knowledge level to determine whether you’re ready to be a nurse. So each time you answer a question correctly, the next question will be more difficult. CAT technology
as a scoring method is broken into:Candidate Ability - The amount of entry-level nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities the candidate possesses.Ability Estimate - The computer estimates the candidate’s entry-level nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities.Passing Standard - A cut point along an ability range that marks the minimum ability level
required to safely and effectively practice nursing at the entry-level. Logit - A unit of measurement to report how much better a candidate performs than the average candidate and how much more difficult a question is compared to others.The advantage of the NCLEX is that all test takers are asked questions that start at the same level. However,
CAT quickly discerns how much you know based on whether or not you correctly answer a question. CAT will determine your nursing future based on the number of correct questions you answered by the end of the exam. This testing system means that some test-takers may finish much quicker than others based on the rate at which they correctly
answer questions. Read here to learn about the Next-Generation NCLEX (NGN).Because of how the NCLEX test is structured, your NCLEX passing score or failing grade will equal zero. A letter grade or percentage isn’t the purpose of the NCLEX. The sole purpose is to determine whether or not you’re ready to be a nurse based on how many
questions you answer correctly. In December 2022, the NCSBN voted to uphold the current passing standard for NCLEX-RN, meaning that currently candidates will continue to be required to pass at a level of 0.00 (for the NCLEX-PN, -0.18) logits through March 31, 2026. The NCLEX uses a base logit score of 0.00 to determine whether you pass or
not. You pass if you score above 0.00, meaning you answered enough questions correctly. If you score negative, you didn’t answer enough questions correctly. The number of questions on the NCLEX can vary for each test-taker. The NCLEX is designed to adapt to your performance as you answer each question. You can’t skip questions because each
one determines your level of knowledge.For the NCLEX-RN, the maximum number of questions is 150. Your exam will stop once it is determined with 95% certainty that you either meet or do not meet the passing standard. Additionally, each test includes 15 experimental questions at the beginning that do not count toward your score but are used to
gauge the difficulty level for future exams.The minimum number of questions on the NCLEX-RN is 85. This means that if you answer enough questions correctly to demonstrate competency, your exam can end after 85 questions. Conversely, the exam can continue up to 150 questions if more data is needed to assess your abilities accurately.Yes, the
NCLEX has a time limit of five hours for the RN exam. This includes all breaks and instructional time. If the time runs out before you’'ve answered enough questions correctly, you will not pass the test. It’s essential to manage your time effectively to ensure you have the opportunity to answer as many questions as possible.Reaching the maximum
number of questions on the NGN can be a double-edged sword. The NCLEX’s adaptive testing format means that the exam adapts to your individual performance level. It dynamically adjusts the difficulty of questions based on your answers, targeting your areas of strengths and weaknesses. Consequently, the number of questions required to
determine your competency level may vary.Comprehensive assessment: Reaching the maximum number of questions ensures that the exam has adequately evaluated your clinical judgment skills across a wide range of scenarios.Confidence boost: Successfully completing the maximum number of questions can boost your confidence, reinforcing your
knowledge and readiness for real-world nursing practice.Potential score improvement: If you perform well on the additional questions, they can potentially contribute to improving your overall score.Time management challenges: Reaching the maximum number of questions can consume a significant amount of time, potentially leaving you with less
time to review or answer additional questions.Fatigue and stress: Extended testing sessions can lead to mental and physical fatigue, potentially affecting your performance on subsequent questions.Uncertainty: The NGN is designed to adapt to your performance, and additional questions beyond the minimum required may indicate areas of weaker
competency, potentially impacting your overall score.Because the NCLEX isn’t a pass or fail exam based on your numerical score, it uses a system called the calculated confidence interval. The CAT technology will continue to ask you questions until it’s satisfied that you know enough to be a nurse. Once CAT is 95% confident that you know enough to
be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you pass. However, the opposite is also true. Once the test is 95% certain that you don’t know enough to be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you will fail the exam. Failing the test can result in not answering the minimum amount of 85 questions within the allotted time. You can answer the
first 84 questions correctly, but you will automatically fail the exam if you don’t reach number 85. The other way to fail the exam is simply by not answering enough questions correctly within the allotted time or by not answering enough questions correctly out of the maximum amount of 135. Don’t self-evaluate during the exam.While it’s tempting to
start overthinking in the middle of the exam, don’t start overthinking in the middle of the exam. Remember two important things:There’s no NCLEX passing score, so you don’t know if you are doing poorly or really well.You got this!Manage your stress levels. People fail the NCLEX because they don’t know how to manage their stress levels during the
exam. Preparation is a big part of managing stress but is also necessary for test management. Consider learning more about thought exercises to help you focus and manage stress. Make a study plan in preparation. It’s critical to have an NCLEX study plan in place. Unless you set time aside specifically for studying for the NCLEX, you likely won’t get
enough study time. NCLEX cram sheets can help, but careful planning, discipline, and determination are best to pass the NCLEX the first time.Invest in test prep resources. The number one best way to achieve an NCLEX passing score is to invest in test preparation materials that fully prepares you with realistic NCLEX practice questions and custom
study guides. Studying your textbooks and researching online is necessary, but more is needed. Investing in NCLEX prep courses and materials will improve your odds of passing. Passing the NCLEX exam is one of the most crucial milestones in a nurse’s career, and requires a great deal of preparation. But with the right tools, you can cut down on
study time and gain full confidence on exam day.SimpleNursing offers one of the nation’s top NCLEX tips, study guides, and resources. We provide you with sample questions, practice tests, and a world of valuable resources to aid you in your preparation. The practice exams from SimpleNursing will prepare you for the types of questions you’ll face
and will give you an accurate idea of the time it will take you to pass. Let us help you ace the NCLEX on the first try with the #1 NCLEX prep course. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially.
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or
build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain
or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Passing the notorious NCLEX exam is no small feat. It’s a
challenging test that includes a wide variety of questions and adaptive technology. This is why it’s good to know the NCLEX passing score.Some questions are based on your book and medical nursing knowledge, while others require you to think strategically and critically. So, what score do you need to pass the NCLEX in 2025? Technically, a score of
0!Sounds crazy, we know. Unlike most exams, the NCLEX is strictly a PASS/FAIL exam. While you will get a score (logit) at the end of your test, the score number itself doesn’t matter. If you pass, you become a registered nurse. If you fail, you have to retake the exam at a later date. The NCLEX uses Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) technology to
score the exam. CAT technology asks questions based on your knowledge level to determine whether you’'re ready to be a nurse. So each time you answer a question correctly, the next question will be more difficult. CAT technology as a scoring method is broken into:Candidate Ability - The amount of entry-level nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities
the candidate possesses.Ability Estimate - The computer estimates the candidate’s entry-level nursing knowledge, skills, and abilities.Passing Standard - A cut point along an ability range that marks the minimum ability level required to safely and effectively practice nursing at the entry-level. Logit - A unit of measurement to report how much better
a candidate performs than the average candidate and how much more difficult a question is compared to others.The advantage of the NCLEX is that all test takers are asked questions that start at the same level. However, CAT quickly discerns how much you know based on whether or not you correctly answer a question. CAT will determine your
nursing future based on the number of correct questions you answered by the end of the exam. This testing system means that some test-takers may finish much quicker than others based on the rate at which they correctly answer questions. Read here to learn about the Next-Generation NCLEX (NGN).Because of how the NCLEX test is structured,
your NCLEX passing score or failing grade will equal zero. A letter grade or percentage isn’t the purpose of the NCLEX. The sole purpose is to determine whether or not you’'re ready to be a nurse based on how many questions you answer correctly. In December 2022, the NCSBN voted to uphold the current passing standard for NCLEX-RN, meaning
that currently candidates will continue to be required to pass at a level of 0.00 (for the NCLEX-PN, -0.18) logits through March 31, 2026. The NCLEX uses a base logit score of 0.00 to determine whether you pass or not. You pass if you score above 0.00, meaning you answered enough questions correctly. If you score negative, you didn’t answer
enough questions correctly. The number of questions on the NCLEX can vary for each test-taker. The NCLEX is designed to adapt to your performance as you answer each question. You can’t skip questions because each one determines your level of knowledge.For the NCLEX-RN, the maximum number of questions is 150. Your exam will stop once it
is determined with 95% certainty that you either meet or do not meet the passing standard. Additionally, each test includes 15 experimental questions at the beginning that do not count toward your score but are used to gauge the difficulty level for future exams.The minimum number of questions on the NCLEX-RN is 85. This means that if you
answer enough questions correctly to demonstrate competency, your exam can end after 85 questions. Conversely, the exam can continue up to 150 questions if more data is needed to assess your abilities accurately.Yes, the NCLEX has a time limit of five hours for the RN exam. This includes all breaks and instructional time. If the time runs out
before you’ve answered enough questions correctly, you will not pass the test. It’s essential to manage your time effectively to ensure you have the opportunity to answer as many questions as possible.Reaching the maximum number of questions on the NGN can be a double-edged sword. The NCLEX’s adaptive testing format means that the exam
adapts to your individual performance level. It dynamically adjusts the difficulty of questions based on your answers, targeting your areas of strengths and weaknesses. Consequently, the number of questions required to determine your competency level may vary.Comprehensive assessment: Reaching the maximum number of questions ensures that
the exam has adequately evaluated your clinical judgment skills across a wide range of scenarios.Confidence boost: Successfully completing the maximum number of questions can boost your confidence, reinforcing your knowledge and readiness for real-world nursing practice.Potential score improvement: If you perform well on the additional
questions, they can potentially contribute to improving your overall score.Time management challenges: Reaching the maximum number of questions can consume a significant amount of time, potentially leaving you with less time to review or answer additional questions.Fatigue and stress: Extended testing sessions can lead to mental and physical
fatigue, potentially affecting your performance on subsequent questions.Uncertainty: The NGN is designed to adapt to your performance, and additional questions beyond the minimum required may indicate areas of weaker competency, potentially impacting your overall score.Because the NCLEX isn’t a pass or fail exam based on your numerical
score, it uses a system called the calculated confidence interval. The CAT technology will continue to ask you questions until it’s satisfied that you know enough to be a nurse. Once CAT is 95% confident that you know enough to be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you pass. However, the opposite is also true. Once the test is 95% certain
that you don’t know enough to be a nurse, it will stop asking you questions, and you will fail the exam. Failing the test can result in not answering the minimum amount of 85 questions within the allotted time. You can answer the first 84 questions correctly, but you will automatically fail the exam if you don’t reach number 85. The other way to fail the
exam is simply by not answering enough questions correctly within the allotted time or by not answering enough questions correctly out of the maximum amount of 135. Don’t self-evaluate during the exam.While it’s tempting to start overthinking in the middle of the exam, don’t start overthinking in the middle of the exam. Remember two important
things:There’s no NCLEX passing score, so you don’t know if you are doing poorly or really well.You got this!Manage your stress levels. People fail the NCLEX because they don’t know how to manage their stress levels during the exam. Preparation is a big part of managing stress but is also necessary for test management. Consider learning more
about thought exercises to help you focus and manage stress. Make a study plan in preparation. It’s critical to have an NCLEX study plan in place. Unless you set time aside specifically for studying for the NCLEX, you likely won’t get enough study time. NCLEX cram sheets can help, but careful planning, discipline, and determination are best to pass
the NCLEX the first time.Invest in test prep resources. The number one best way to achieve an NCLEX passing score is to invest in test preparation materials that fully prepares you with realistic NCLEX practice questions and custom study guides. Studying your textbooks and researching online is necessary, but more is needed. Investing in NCLEX
prep courses and materials will improve your odds of passing. Passing the NCLEX exam is one of the most crucial milestones in a nurse’s career, and requires a great deal of preparation. But with the right tools, you can cut down on study time and gain full confidence on exam day.SimpleNursing offers one of the nation’s top NCLEX tips, study
guides, and resources. We provide you with sample questions, practice tests, and a world of valuable resources to aid you in your preparation. The practice exams from SimpleNursing will prepare you for the types of questions you’ll face and will give you an accurate idea of the time it will take you to pass. Let us help you ace the NCLEX on the first
try with the #1 NCLEX prep course. It seems like everywhere you turn someone has a piece of advice for how you should prepare for the NCLEX exam. So how are you supposed to know where to start and what the best way of studying is? So many student nurses have been in your shoes of uncertainty, which is exactly why we created this awesome
resource with 12 of the absolute best NCLEX tips. We’ve left no detail out of how you should prepare and structure your studying. So kiss those nerves and test-taking insecurities goodbye because you're about to learn exactly how to study with in-depth NCLEX tips that will help you pass the NCLEX with flying colors. 12 Valuable NCLEX Exam Study
Tips Implementing these 12 practical NCLEX tips will get you on the road to not just passing the test but also believing you can pass the test. We’ll help you gain the clarity and confidence you need to prepare for the NCLEX exam. 1. Learn to Test NCLEX-Style There are two NCLEX tips to touch on when talking about learning the NCLEX testing
style. First, the NCLEX is administered using computerized adaptive testing (CAT). This exam layout works by testing your individual nursing knowledge with each new test question it presents. So how you answered the most recent question affects which question you’ll get next. It’s important to be aware of CAT before going into the NCLEX so that
you can begin practicing with this form of testing. Next, NCLEX is based on a perfect environment. When studying, always imagine caring for only one patient, not being pulled in another direction, and that all the orders you need are written. While it can be difficult to do, separate clinical experiences from your NCLEX prep. As you know, real clinical
environments aren’t often occurring in these ideal conditions. 2. Start Studying Early The sooner you can start preparing for the NCLEX, the better. Don’t think of studying as something that’s dreadful or all-consuming. When you make good use of your time, a little each day goes a long way. Whatever you do, don’t wait to study until a month before
the exam and cram. Studying early by following these NCLEX tips helps cement concepts in your brain and makes you a better nursing student as well. 3. Schedule Your Study Time Instead of winging it, make a schedule for how you plan to study. This helps you avoid burnout and keeps you on task so studying doesn’t consume your life. If you can
mark off 30 minutes here or 45 minutes there for focused studying, it pays off exponentially. Also, if you start your day with a plan, it’s much more likely you’ll get your studying in. Saying you’ll do it later often doesn’t happen if you don’t have that time already carved out. Don’t forget to plan in rest days to avoid feeling drained. 4. Create or Join a
Study Group This is great for getting to hang out with friends and getting a quality study session. If an in-person study group is too hard to fit into your busy schedule, opt for an online group. You could even create one with your classmates. Study groups are a good way to learn from your fellow nursing school students by improving your notes,
bouncing questions off one another, and building a support system. Another benefit is that it keeps you accountable. When you tell your group you’ll be there, you’'re more likely to show up and get your studying in. Also, you can use the positive group energy to propel you towards passing the NCLEX on your first try. 5. Study on the Go If you have a
particularly jam-packed day or just aren’t in the mood for sitting down and studying, studying on the go is a perfect choice. Listen to NCLEX podcasts, nursing audiobooks, or even recordings of yourself reading through your notes. You can bring your studying in the car, to the gym, or for an invigorating morning walk. Wherever you choose, it’s easy
to make studying on the go fit into your lifestyle. 6. Study by Teaching Study by teaching means teaching another student from your nursing program on a topic or skill that you’re knowledgeable or passionate about. This is one of the lesser-known NCLEX tips, but it ensures you have a firm understanding of what you’re teaching and enables you to
help a fellow test taker at the same time. 7. Answer NCLEX Practice Questions Every Day This is hands-down the best of the NCLEX tips out there. Answering practice questions and practice tests help boost your test-taking skills and is the best indicator of how you’ll do on the NCLEX. When you answer daily NCLEX practice questions that simulate
the real NCLEX you're able to get a feel for how the questions are set up and build critical thinking skills. 8. Use an NCLEX Test Plan The National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) has free test study plans for both the NCLEX-RN and the NCLEX-PN. They help you prepare for the NCLEX exam by outlining and detailing all the content
you’ll be tested on. Also, the test plans provide a great overview of what to expect during the exam so you can keep your studying on track. 9. Use Condensed Study Guides A condensed study guide is something you can quickly read over to refresh. You can buy study guides, but they’'re very easy to make yourself. Type out electrolyte ranges, common
lab values, and key information from various topics. If you have time, make a study guide for each class at the end of the semester, while the information is still fresh in your mind. Rewriting what you’'ve learned helps to solidify concepts and your condensed guide serves as the perfect form of NCLEX review. Wouldn't it be great if you wanted to study
cardiac nursing and already have a handy condensed study guide to brush up with instead of reading through pages of notes or piles of books? 10. Learn Quick and Effective Answer Techniques Some answer technique NCLEX tips include: Mnemonics — A technique to help memorization, such as using acronyms. Eliminate incorrect answers —
Remove distracting, obviously wrong choices. Use the best or most correct answer — Use Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, ABCs (airway, breathing, and circulation), and the nursing process to find the best multiple-choice answer. Find keywords — Look for clues within the question. Try rewording — Figure out what'’s really being asked. Look for odd
answers — Oftentimes these are correct. Always assess first — Always assess before using nursing interventions. Avoid the following when answering NCLEX questions: Absolute answers — Answers that use “always” or “never” are usually wrong answer choices. Using restraints on a patient — This is usually never the correct answer. Calling the
doctor too soon — Never call about expected symptoms due to the patient’s disease process. Also, only call the doctor if there is nothing else you can do for the patient after intervening. Leaving the patient — Never leave a patient alone. Doing nothing — There’s always something you can do. 11. Reduce Your Stress Of all the NCLEX tips, this one
might be the hardest to do because as a nursing student you’re busy. But this is exactly why you should take time for stress and test anxiety reduction in your test prep. Do things like exercise, visualize yourself as a nurse, and make time for things that you enjoy. In fact, put these stress-reducing self-care activities on your calendar. They’re just as
important as studying and will likely enhance your overall productivity. 12. Make the Final Days Count Make the most of the final days before your NCLEX exam. Be sure to continue to study and answer practice questions in the days leading up to testing. Also, drive to the testing center to know your route, have a full tank of gas, and get quality rest
in the days leading up to the test. And most of all, don’t worry. You’'ve got this. Exam Day Can Be a Breeze With These NCLEX Tips Incorporating these NCLEX tips into your studying routine will set you up for success. Instead of haphazardly studying here and there, you can have peace of mind knowing you have a reliable studying structure to get
you where you want to be — a full-fledged registered nurse or licensed practical nurse. We believe that the absolute best way to prepare for the NCLEX exam is by answering daily NCLEX practice questions. That’s why we created the Daily NCLEX Challenge where you can get an NCLEX practice question each day to challenge yourself and get
comfortable with the NCLEX style of testing. Using these NCLEX tips and being diligent with daily practice questions are a surefire way to help you pass the NCLEX the first time. Updated May 6 Published Jun 1, 2023 Administered by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN), the NCLEX (National Council Licensure Examination) is
a standardized exam that assesses the competencies and knowledge of individuals seeking to become licensed nurses in the United States. It is required for registered nurses (RN) and licensed practical nurses (LPN), with a different exam offered for each specialty, the NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN. As the NCLEX is a computerized adaptive test (CAT),
it will stop administering questions once it is 95% sure whether a student will pass or fail. When looking at data, the following pass and fail rates are according to when the test shuts off. NCLEX Shut-Off Data Reveals Pass and Fail Rates The most recent generation of the NCLEX exam has a minimum of 85 and a maximum of 145 questions. This
number includes 15 pre-test questions that don't count toward your final pass rate. Reconciling this with the previous NCLEX generation, allnurses reviewed 50+ community threads to find more than 175 submitted correlating shut-off times to pass and fail rates. Shut-Off Pass Rates Reported by Community 75-79: Pass rate of 95% 80-84: Pass rate of
99% 85-89: Pass Rate of 77% 90-119: Pass Rate of 99% 120-124: Pass Rate of 0% 125-129: Pass Rate of 99% 130-134: Pass Rate of 70% 135-145: Pass Rate of 0% How to Pass the NCLEX-RN Passing the NCLEX-RN requires diligent preparation and a focused approach. Successful students often create a study plan, understand the exam format,
review core content, use online resources, form study groups, manage test anxiety, review test-taking strategies, analyze weak areas, and simulate exam conditions. The following are some of the most popular exam prep resources available: Kaplan: includes over 2,100 practice questions with rationales, known to be like the NCLEX and CATs in
format and adaptability. UWorld: includes over 2,700 practice questions authored by nurse educators and practicing nurses, with detailed rationales for correct and incorrect answers. Picmonic: covers many topics commonly tested on the NCLEX exam, such as pharmacology, fundamentals of nursing, medical-surgical nursing, pediatric nursing,
psychiatric nursing, and more. Related: Best RN Jobs and Salaries in 2023 How Long Is the NCLEX-RN The newest generation of the NCLEX-RN exam has a minimum of 75 questions and a maximum of 145 questions. It does not have a fixed time limit, though candidates are given a maximum of five hours to complete the exam, including breaks.
However, the actual exam duration depends on the individual's performance and the number of questions they answer because the test shuts down once you've either passed or failed. It's worth noting that the NCLEX exam is designed to evaluate the candidate's ability to think critically and make clinical judgments rather than test their knowledge of
specific facts. The number of questions and the exam length is determined based on the candidate's ability to consistently demonstrate their nursing competency throughout the test. Signs You Passed the NCLEX Exam It's important to note that the NCLEX exam results are not immediately available after taking the test. The respective nursing
regulatory board typically releases the official results within a few weeks. However, there are a few signs that can suggest a candidate may have performed well on the exam: Feeling confident about the answers: While subjective, confidence and familiarity with the content and reasoning behind the answers chosen throughout the exam may indicate
a strong performance. Questions progressively get harder before shutting off: CAT tests begin with relatively easy questions. Then, as you correctly answer questions, they get progressively more challenging. However, if you miss several questions in a row, the questions get progressively easier. So, getting questions that are more complex is a good
sign. Taking and passing an NCLEX predictor test: Many NCLEX prep courses have a practice exam that predicts your performance on the NCLEX-RN. These tests do an excellent job of preparing you for the actual test, and if you pass the predictor test, the odds are in your favor to do well on the NCLEX-RN. Remembering that these signs are not
definitive indicators of passing the NCLEX exam is essential. Signs You Failed the NCLEX Exam While the nursing regulatory board only provides the official results of the NCLEX exam, there may be some indications that a candidate did not pass the exam: Feeling unsure or guessing on many questions: If a candidate consistently struggled to answer
questions correctly or found themselves frequently guessing, it could indicate that they did not perform well on the exam. Leaving the exam unprepared or overwhelmed: If a test-taker finishes the NCLEX exam with a sense of uncertainty or feeling overwhelmed by the content, it may suggest that they did not perform strongly. A lack of familiarity
with the content or difficulty understanding the questions: If a candidate found the exam questions to be challenging, difficult to comprehend, or if they encountered unfamiliar content, it could indicate that they may not have performed well on the exam. However, it is essential to remember that these signs are not definitive indicators of failing the
NCLEX exam. The only way to know the official results is through the notification provided by the nursing regulatory board. It is crucial to wait for the official outcome before drawing any conclusions about the exam results, even though this can be very challenging. FAQ If you fail the NCLEX-RN, when can you retake it? If you fail the NCLEX, the
exact time frame for when you can retake the exam depends on the policies of the regulatory board or nursing authority in the state or jurisdiction where you plan to be licensed. Generally, the waiting period can vary from a few weeks to several months. Check with your state board of nursing for exact rules. How many times can you take the NCLEX-
RN? The number of times you can take the NCLEX-RN depends on the policies set by the regulatory board or nursing authority in your state or jurisdiction. Generally, there is no limit on the number of attempts allowed to take the NCLEX-RN, but certain jurisdictions may have specific rules. Check with your state board of nursing for exact rules.
What happens if you don't pass the NCLEX-RN? It can be disheartening, but it is important to remember that you have options and opportunities to try again. Typically, those who do not pass will receive a notification of exam results in a report or letter, including an analysis of performance. Use the waiting period to review and target your study focus
before retaking the exam. It's also essential to change your study plan before retaking the exam. For example, if you first completed a self-study exam prep course, try finding a nurse specializing in one-on-one or small-group exam prep. The individualized attention and feedback from these courses can be just what you need to pass the exam. The
NCLEX is a critical step in getting your nursing license. Learn how many questions are on the NCLEX and other key facts about this all-important national exam.Credit: Drs Producoes / E+ / Getty ImagesTo practice as a registered nurse, you must first pass the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX). This all-important exam tests the
knowledge and skills of recent nursing school grads to ensure they’'re ready to earn their nursing license — and take care of patients in the real world.Whether your test date is on the horizon or still years away, this guide details six key facts you should know as you prepare for the NCLEX exam.Learn about start dates, transferring credits, availability
of financial aid, and more by contacting the universities below.Learn More About Our PartnersThe NCLEX-RN exam has physical science questions and emphasizes assessment and management of care. The exam is designed for graduates of registered nursing programs with a broader scope of practice than basic patient care. The NCLEX-PN exam
focuses more on care coordination and data collection. It is intended for graduates of practical or vocational nursing programs. The NCLEX is organized into four broad categories: Safe and Effective Care Environment, Health Promotion and Maintenance, Psychosocial Integrity, and Physiological Integrity.The Safe and Effective Care Environment and
Physiological Integrity category is broken down further into subcategories. This is one area where the RN and PN exams differ. This section on the NCLEX-RN version contains questions assessing ethical and legal knowledge and more complex scenarios. Additionally, the NCLEX-RN adds parenteral therapies to the pharmacological therapies section
on the NCLEX-PN, addressing central venous access devices, IV therapy, total parenteral nutrition, and blood transfusion. Safe and Effective Care EnvironmentManagement of Care: 15-21%Safety and Infection Control: 10-16%Health Promotion and Maintenance: 6-12%Psychosocial Integrity: 6-12%Physiological IntegrityBasic Care and Comfort: 6-
12%Pharmacological and Parenteral Therapies: 13-19%Reduction of Risk Potential: 9-15%Physiological Adaptation: 11-17%Safe and Effective Care EnvironmentCoordinated Care: 18-24%Safety and Infection Control: 10-16%Health Promotion and Maintenance: 6-12%Psychosocial Integrity: 9-15%Physiological IntegrityBasic Care and Comfort: 7-
13%Pharmacological and Parenteral Therapies: 10-16%Reduction of Risk Potential: 9-15%Physiological Adaptation: 7-13%The Next Gen NCLEX (NGN) edition was launched in April 2023. This enhanced version has a maximum time limit of five hours and contains between 85-150 questions. The variation in the number of questions is based on the
NGN'’s ability to adjust the number and difficulty of questions in real time based on your performance. The total also includes 15 unscored pretest questions sprinkled throughout the exam used for planning future exams.While the NCLEX mainly consists of multiple-choice questions, there are alternate formats for item responses. Types of questions
include:Multiple Choice: Choose the one correct answerMultiple Response: Choose multiple answers; Select All That Apply (SATA)Fill in the Blank: Fill in a blank space with the correct answerHot Spot: Find a particular area on a diagram or image (usually a body part)Drag-and-Drop: Choose items in one box and place them in the correct sequence in
another boxExhibit/ Chart: Answer questions based on a chartAudio: Listen to sounds such as heart or lung sounds and identify what you hearUse our NCLEX study guide to master all the question formats.Instead of a percentage-based grade, the NCLEX uses a pass-fail system. The exam uses a scoring algorithm to customize your test-taking
experience and questions are based on your answers to previous questions.A correct answer is followed by a more difficult question, while an incorrect answer is followed by a question that is less challenging. This method allows the computer to become increasingly more precise in assessing your knowledge.The computer will adapt your exam — and
decide whether you’ve passed or failed — using one of three rules:The 95% Confidence Interval Rule: The computer ends the test when it is 95% sure that you've passed or failed.Maximum Length Exam Rule: The computer continues to ask questions until you complete all questions on the test. Once you complete the exam, the computer determines a
pass or fail final ability estimate.The Run-Out-of-Time Rule: If you have not completed the test within the five-hour window and you have not met the 95% confidence interval rule, one of the following will occur: The computer will fail you if you haven’t answered the minimum number of questions.If you answered the minimum number of questions, the
computer uses the final ability estimate for the questions you answered to determine if you passed or failed.While state-specific mandates exist, graduating from a board-approved and accredited nursing program is a nationwide requirement.There are several important steps in the NCLEX-RN or NCLEX-PN registration process.Submit an application
to your state nursing board or the state you plan to practice. Register for the NCLEX on the Pearson VUE website. You will need to provide your email address and an educational program code from the school you graduated from. You can register and pay the $200 fee online or by phone.Receive an email from Pearson VUE acknowledging your
NCLEX registration.Receive an email from your nursing board deeming you eligible to take the exam.Receive an email from Pearson VUE with your Authorization to Test, or ATT.Schedule your exam through Pearson VUE at a designated testing center.Complete your NCLEX within the validity dates listed on your ATT.Please note that the Pearson VUE
testing site will not have access to your scores. Official results can only be obtained through your nursing board.



