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When it comes to mens haircuts, tapering is one of the most popular techniques for achieving a clean, polished look. Whether youre trying to decide on a style for yourself or simply looking to understand the difference between various fade styles, two terms that often come up are low taper and high taper. While both offer a fresh and stylish look, they
each cater to different preferences and face shapes. In this article, we will compare low taper vs. high taper, helping you decide which one is right for you based on your style, hair type, and lifestyle.What is a Low Taper?A low taper is a type of fade where the hair gradually shortens from the top of the head to the sides, beginning just above the ear
and tapering down around the lower part of the head. This cut creates a subtle, smooth transition that is relatively understated compared to higher fades. The hair on the sides and back is clipped short, but the taper is not as dramatic or sharp as a high fade, giving the hairstyle a more natural, clean look.Low taper haircuts are highly versatile and
work well with a variety of hair types, whether straight, wavy, or curly. The gradual fade allows you to maintain a bit more length on the sides, making it an excellent option for those who dont want their sides too short but still want the neat, polished effect a taper provides.What is a High Taper?A high taper, on the other hand, starts much higher on
the head typically around the temples or even higher. The hair is cut gradually shorter as it moves from the top down to the sides, creating a more pronounced fade effect. This haircut offers a sharper contrast between the longer hair on top and the shorter sides, making it more noticeable and striking than a low taper.High taper haircuts often create
a bolder, more dramatic look, and they tend to give a more edgy, stylish appearance. Because the fade begins higher on the scalp, it can help accentuate the natural shape of your head or facial features, making it a great choice for individuals looking for a bold, attention-grabbing hairstyle.Low Taper vs. High Taper: The Key DifferencesWhile both
styles involve a gradual fade, the low taper and high taper differ in several key areas. Heres a breakdown of the most important differences between the two:1. Position of the FadeThe most obvious difference between the two fades is the position where the fade begins. A low taper starts closer to the ear and fades downward from there, creating a
subtle and smooth transition. The fade remains close to the scalp, giving the style a softer appearance.In contrast, a high taper begins much higher up the sides of the head, often around the temples or even above them. This creates a more noticeable, sharper fade that provides a stark contrast between the top and sides of the hair. The higher fade is
more dramatic and distinct.2. Boldness and SubtletyA low taper tends to be a subtler, more conservative option. It offers a clean look without being too extreme. Because the fade starts lower, it gives the hair more volume on the sides, allowing for a balanced and understated aesthetic.A high taper, on the other hand, is much bolder. The higher
starting point creates a sharper contrast between the hair on top and the sides, resulting in a more edgy and attention-grabbing appearance. Its a hairstyle that demands attention and is often chosen by those who want a more daring, modern look.3. VersatilityThe low taper is incredibly versatile and can be adapted to a wide range of styles. It pairs
well with a variety of haircuts, such as crew cuts, pompadours, buzz cuts, or even longer hairstyles. Because of its subtle fade, its also an ideal choice for those who want a professional or more refined appearance.The high taper is also versatile but tends to be more suited to bold, modern hairstyles. It works best with shorter cuts and more structured
styles, such as a high fade with a quiff or a buzz cut. While it can be paired with different hairstyles, the overall effect is typically more edgy and less conservative than a low taper.4. Maintenance RequirementsA low taper is generally easier to maintain, since the fade begins lower on the head and doesnt require as much frequent upkeep. You wont
need to visit the barber as often, as the fade grows out in a less noticeable way, and the transition remains relatively subtle. Additionally, the longer sides mean theres less need for frequent trimming.A high taper, however, requires more frequent touch-ups. Since the fade starts higher up the scalp, it grows out more noticeably, which means youll
need to get it trimmed more often to maintain the sharp, crisp look. Those who opt for a high taper should be prepared for more maintenance to keep the fade looking fresh.5. Suitability for Different Face ShapesBoth the low taper and high taper can be adapted to suit various face shapes, but they may work better for different individuals based on
their specific features:Low taper: This style works well for almost all face shapes. Because the fade starts lower and the sides are kept slightly longer, its a great option for people with round or square faces, as the softer fade can help elongate the face and provide more balance.High taper: The high taper can help highlight your natural bone structure
and facial features, making it a great choice for individuals with oval or rectangular faces. The dramatic contrast between the top and sides can help add definition and structure, though it might not be as flattering for round faces, as the sharp fade could emphasize the fullness of the face.6. Ideal LifestyleYour lifestyle can play a big role in deciding
whether a low taper or high taper is right for you. If youre someone who prefers a low-maintenance, clean, and professional look, the low taper might be the better choice. Its perfect for individuals who work in more conservative environments or who dont want to worry too much about upkeep.On the other hand, if you enjoy experimenting with your
look or want something a bit more daring and bold, a high taper is ideal. Its perfect for those who are into fashion-forward styles or for people who want a haircut that makes a statement.Which One is Right for You?Choosing between a low taper and high taper comes down to personal preference, lifestyle, and the type of look youre going for. If you
want a haircut that is versatile, subtle, and works for both professional and casual settings, the low taper might be the perfect fit. Its gradual fade is low-maintenance and complements most face shapes, making it a safe yet stylish option.If youre looking for something bolder, more striking, and easier to maintain with regular trims, then the high taper
might be the better option for you. Its perfect for individuals who want a dramatic look and dont mind the extra maintenance.Ultimately, both the low taper and high taper are excellent choices depending on your personal style, hair type, and maintenance preferences. Whether you go with a low taper or high taper, youll be able to achieve a fresh,
clean, and stylish look that enhances your overall appearance. When in doubt, consult with your barber or stylist to determine which fade will best suit your face shape and personal style. Fade Haircut: A bold, modern style where hair length decreases dramatically from the top to the sides and back.Taper Fade: A balanced, versatile cut that blends
the subtle decrease of a taper with the dramatic contrast of a fade.The Difference: While both styles are trendy, the fade offers a more striking contrast, while the taper fade provides a subtler, more flexible look.Let's dive into the nitty-gritty of these haircuts, help you discover the best fit for your style and head shape.The Fade: Classic and
cleanPicture this: your hair transitions from short at the sides and back, gradually getting longer as it reaches the top. That's a fade. It's all about that smooth transition, giving you a clean, modern look.We as barbers like to call this transition as 'blurry'. Blurrier the better! Which pretty much means there's no lines, and the transition is smooth
AF.And it doesn't stop there. There's a bunch of different ways to wear your fade.Low fade, high fade, mid fade, skin fade, drop fade, temple fade, burst fade - each one's got its own unique twist on the classic fade style.And it's best to see the differences visually; check out our Haircut Finder.The Taper Fade: Best of Both WorldsNext, let's talk taper
fade. The taper gives you a subtle decrease in hair length from top to sides and back. Often containing the 'blurriness' and transition separately in 2 areas; the sides and back of head. Fades on the other hand have one connected blurry road or transition.Again, it's best to see it visually.Just like the fade, the taper fade's got its own variations. Low
taper fade, high taper fade, mid taper fade, skin taper fade, drop taper fade, temple taper fade, burst taper fade - each one offers a different level of contrast and can be tweaked to suit your style.Choosing Your Style: Fade or Taper Fade?How do you choose between a fade and a taper fade? It's all about your hair type, lifestyle, and personal style. If
you've got thick hair and want a style that's easy to manage, a fade might be your best bet. If you're after a classic, versatile look, you might want to try a taper fade. And remember, your barber's there to help you find the best style for you.Keeping Your Fade or Taper Fade FreshThis is the unfortunate catch of rocking a fresh cut like a fade or taper
fade.Your hair grows back within 2-3 weeks so the blurriness is sadly... no longer blurry.We recommend coming in at this 2-3 week mark to maintain the look!ConclusionWhether you go for a fade or a taper fade, you're in for a style that's sure to turn heads. At Mancave Barbershop, our crew has got you covered.We'll listen, and figure out what's the
best cut to suit you.FAQsIs a fade or a taper fade better for thick hair? A fade is better for thick hair because it creates a more dramatic effect.Can a taper fade be combined with a pompadour hairstyle? YWhy not? It'll give more of a slick 'old-money' look since the sides are grown out a bit longer compared to a fade.Can a fade or a taper fade be done
at home? It's certainly achievable, but would require lots and lots of practice and an ability to withstand being roasted by your mates as you learn.How often should I get a fade or a taper fade haircut? It is recommended to get a fade or a taper fade every 2-4 weeks to maintain the style. Tapers and fades are common cuts that many request at
barbershops. Lots of people, even barbers, use these names interchangeably. Both of these cuts look similar at a glance and involve cutting the hair short down the back and sides of the head. Understanding the differences between these cuts is the key to communicating with your barber and getting the look you want. Well explain the main
differences between the taper vs. fade and give some examples of each cut. A tapered cut changes the hairs length more gradually than a fade. Tapers arent as dramatic as fades, are evenly cut, and typically leave hair longer on the top and sides compared to a fade. The best cut for you depends on your face shape, style, and the look you want. Well
go in-depth on both cuts below so you can see some examples. A taper is a cut that leaves your hair long at the top and short on the sides. Hair gradually gets shorter as you move down the back and sides of your head. Your hairline has the shortest part of your hair. Hair is evenly cut as it gets shorter, giving your hair a clean finish. Tapers are great if
you want a classic look that doesnt leave your hair too short. This cut also gives you room to try different styles as your hair grows out. Lots of hairstyles also incorporate a taper, so you may end up with one without asking. Below are some examples of different types of tapered cuts. A low taper is a cut that starts to get short above the ears. This cut
gives your hairline a clean look without cutting off too much length. Its also a great choice if you dont want to expose your scalp. Go with a simple low taper for a posh, everyday look. A high taper shortens hair a couple inches above the ears. The cut creates more contrast than a low taper. Its also commonly paired with other cuts like comb overs and
modern high tops to add visual contrast. A taper or a fade can include a tapered neckline. Your necklines cut adds even more personality to your hair. You can get a design, disconnect, or a classic neckline shape. A tapered neckline will look the most natural when it grows out. Rounded or blocked necklines require some maintenance to keep their
shape. A skin taper is when the scalp is visible because hair is shaved close to the skin. You can get a skin taper with other cuts and other tapers. For example, you can get a high taper that tapers into the skin. Its a practical cut to keep hair off your face when the weather warms up. A skin taper is also an easy way to spice up any cut. A fade is a cut
that also has hair go from long to short, but normally goes very short towards the bottom and fades into the skin. A typical fade gradually changes hair length all around your head. The change from long to short looks more dramatic with a fade than with a taper. Fades are also incorporated into many other haircuts. Fades are perfect if youre looking
for a fresh, clean look. A low fade looks similar to a low taper since they both start above the hairline. The major difference is that a fade abruptly changes hair lengths. Low fades add extra flair to a simple crew cut or a buzz cut. Drop fades are perfect when you want to steer away from the classic fade. A drop fade is a fade that drops below the ears
and follows the shape of your head. This cut requires some maintenance to keep up the contrast as it grows out. You can do some at-home fade maintenance when youre in between appointments. A skin fade is also known as a bald fade. Like the skin taper, the skin fade shaves hair close to the skin, stopping before the natural hair line. You can get a
skin fade while keeping the top of your hair long enough for a quiff or a pompadour. Skin fades also look great with short cuts if you arent a fan of styling your hair every day. Undercut fades feature a blurry fade thats normally cut high above your ears. This style looks especially great with long hair since you can show off the length differences. A
hard part or disconnected cut adds some edge to more classic looks, like the ivy league cut. Faux hawks and mohawks differ based on the length of hair left on the sides of the head. A mohawk has fully shaved sides while a faux hawk keeps some hair on the sides. A faux hawk fade will definitely stand out because of its subtle height and length
contrast. This style with tapered cut is the route to go if you want something more subtle but still stylish. The high fade gives a fresh take to any style. A high fade starts a couple of inches above the ear and gets shorter as you go down. It also gives your barber lots of room to add designs. If you want to keep things simple, you can opt to keep the top
short. A taper fade is a barber term that popped up when people started to mix up tapers and fades. This isnt a specific haircut or style. Your barber will probably give you a taper if you ask for this style, so its better to come to your appointment with a few photos to show them what you want. Comb overs were previously a practical style people used
to cover up thinning hair. Today, a comb over is a fashionable cut thats flattering for everyone. There are lots of variations you can try that have different lengths and shapes. The fade comb over has a clean look that looks great with facial hair. Tapers and fades are both great styles to get for your next haircut. Start looking through photos to see what
youd like to try. Once youve narrowed down a few looks, find a local barber to get their opinion. They can take a look at your picks and give you advice on the cut that works best for you. A taper is a cut that gradually transitions from longer hair on top to shorter hair toward the base of the neck.A fade is a dramatic transition from long hair to
extremely short hair or bare skin. In other words, its a more dramatic taper.Tapers tend to be more casual and require less upkeep, while fades are sharper and require regular touch-ups.1A taper is a haircut that gradually shortens toward the base of the neck. Typically, a taper starts with longer hair at the top of the head, with the hair on the sides
and back of the head transitioning to a shorter length. This change can be as subtle or dramatic as you like, making this a versatile cut that allows for plenty of volume on top while keeping things neat down below.[1]Tapers are generally cut using clippers of gradually decreasing size, but can also be done freehanded with scissors or shears for a more
natural look. 2Tapers often come as high, mid, and low cuts. These terms describe where on the head the change in length is most dramatic. With a high taper, the change occurs high on the head, going from long to short hair right away. With a low taper, the hair stays longer further down, then becomes shorter around the base of the neck. A Mid
Taper Fade [1] happensyou guessed ittoward the middle of the head.[2]Tapers can also accommodate different lengths of hair, from a generally short cut, to a cut that leaves much more hair on the top and sides.A taper cut can work on pretty much anyone, regardless of gender or hair texture. This makes it an incredibly popular and fashionable style.
Advertisement 1A fade is a transition from longer hair to very short hair or bare skin. Like a taper, the length of hair transitions from long to short as it moves down the head. However, a fade ends with an extremely short cut that exposes the skin around the base of the neck, often making for a higher hairline in the back.[3] A barber achieves this by
starting with a large clipper, then using smaller and smaller clippers that gradually cut the hair shorter further down.In other words, a fade is a very dramatic type of taper.Fade lengths are often identified by the size of the last clipper guard used. For example, a #1 fade ends with a clipper guard that leaves 0.25in (0.64cm) of hair at the base of the
taper, since this is the size of the #1 clipper guard.2Fades also come as high, mid, and low cuts. That said, the change is much more dramatic, and the differences between each cut are much more noticeable. For example, a high fade becomes very short, very high on the scalp, exposing quite a bit of skin on the back and sides of the head. A low fade,
on the other hand, preserves more hair and fades to bare skin closer to the base of the neck.[4]A skin fade fades to bare skin.A drop fade creates a U-shaped neckline from ear to ear.A burst fade creates a circular fade around the ears, and commonly transitions to a faux-hawk up top.A temple fade is a simple style that fades at the temple, elongating
the face shape. Advertisement 1Choose a taper for a low-fuss style with fairly easy upkeep. A taper can be worn messy on top, or styled with hair gel or cream for a more put-together look, but either way your hair will be on-point. They do take a bit of upkeep, and youll need to get to the barber about every 4 weeks to keep it looking fresh.[5]20pt for
a fade if you want a bolder, more striking style. A fade takes a bit more skill on the barbers part, and a good fade is an absolute flex. That said, they do take a little more TLCtheyll look a bit less sharp just 3 days after a cut, and some at-home maintenance on the neckline with a simple shaving razor is recommended. If you ask for a fade, be prepared
to visit a barber every 2 weeks to keep it fresh.Touch-up cuts for both fades and tapers generally cost much less than a full cut. Just ask your barber about their touch-up options and pricing. Advertisement 1A taper-fade is actually just a taper. The term caught on because people tend to confuse the 2 styles, and so would use their names
interchangeably. However, if you ask a barber for a taper-fade, theyll most likely just give you some form of a taper. Or better, theyll ask you to clarify what sort of style youd like. Its probably best to just avoid the term and ask for either a taper or a fade.[6]2Blending means merging hair lengths without an obvious line. When your barber is making
that short section meet the long section just right to create the perfect fade or taper, theyre blending the hair so that the transition is gradual and smooth. An inexperienced barber may leave behind lines or noticeable steps between clipper sizes.A blend haircut may refer to a cut that combines both a taper and a fade, with long hair on top
transitioning to shorter hair around the sides, and a neckline that quickly fades to skin. This is also commonly just called a low fade. Advertisement Ask a Question Advertisement This article was reviewed by Jasmin Todd and by wikiHow staff writer, Luke Smith, MFA. Jasmin Todd is a Master Stylist and the Owner of Austin Curls in Austin, TX. With
over 20 years of experience, she specializes in cutting and styling naturally curly hair. Jasmin trained at the world-famous Ouidad salon and is Ouidad certified. In 2022, Mane Addicts named Austin Curls as one of the Top U.S. Salons for Curly Hair. This article has been viewed 64,487 times. Co-authors: 6 Updated: February 2, 2025 Views:64,487
Categories: Men's Haircuts PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 64,487 times. You are here: Home Grooming Taper and fade are two of the most common words youll hear bandied about barbershops, but the truth is that very few people understand the difference between the two. So, what's the
difference between a taper vs fade cut?This post may have affiliate links, meaning we earn a small commission on purchases through the links (at no extra cost to you). This does not change our opinion but does help support the site. Thank you! The truth is its not just the customers either, there are plenty of barbers who also dont understand. The
two styles are similar, but with distinct differences. Over the years, however, the terms have come to be used interchangeably. We'll dispel some of the confusion surrounding these two versatile dos and give some background on the different variations. Read on to discover what sets fades and tapers apart. Both cuts feature descending lengths on the
sides and back that get shorter from thetopto the bottom. The difference between the taper vs fade lies in the sheerness of the descent and the length. Both tapers and fades are essentially upgradedshort back and sides. The taper is more conservative than the fade, a classic, versatile cut that features a gradually shortening hair length. The hair
length should decrease evenly across the back and sides, following yourhairsnatural growth. This cut allows for more length on the sides and back. The main difference in a taper vs fade is that with the latter, the length doesnt have to reduce gradually. Instead, the length can instantly go from long to short. They also tend to be shorter, going right
down to the skin, minimizing the hairline. These cuts are often paired withdramatic hairstyleslike mohawks, combovers or undercuts. What are you trying to achieve? When youre deciding between a taper vs fade cut think about your face shape and whichhaircutstend to suit someone of your stature. If youre looking for a safer, inoffensive cut then
taper is more likely to be the one. Whereas if youre looking for something with a little more edge and bravado, consider a fade. The low fade is the fade that is most like a taper. Thats because it fades low, close to the ear, in the same way as a taper. That said, however, a fade and a taper differ in their evenness. While a low fade will abruptly reduce to
the skin, a taper will always gradually and evenly reduce in length. This cut suits older men with thinning hair. It involves fading the hair on the back and sides, then leaving thehair longon top and combed over. A drop fade is the most abrupt of the fades. They create a bold and stylish look that shows confidence by creating juxtaposition through the
top and the sides. Most fades leave the hair on top dramatically longer, but not this one. In a bald fade, the top is very short and fades only slightly on the sides and at the back. This cut works very well with kinky hair when youre considering a taper vs fade cut. Whereas other fade styles like the low and high fades names refer to where the fade is
executed, skin fade refers to how its done. Its faded down to skin level, meaning that the hair stops before its natural stopping point. As the name suggests, a high fade is when the fade occurs far up the head, close to the top section. Its perfect for creating a dramatic style when paired with a top-heavy style like aquiffor pompadour. Also known as the
disconnect, this cut adds a blurry fade to the undercut. The hairs cut from a line extending back from the temple while the top is left medium to long. Its somewhat similar to a high fade and can be slicked back, worked into a pompadour or a faux mohawk. A low taper refers to ahaircutwhere the hair is gradually cut down to the hairline, gently
reducing the closer it gets to thenatural hairline. A high taper features hair thats cut fairly high on the back and sides at around 2 inches higher than the top of the ear. This is where the tapered hairline follows the natural hairline at the nape. The taper could be low and applied to the bottom of the hairline, at a medium length, or high, showing a lot
of scalp. Find your nearest barbershop for: A taper haircut is a popular hairstyle. Its loved by many because it looks clean and neat. The best part is its easy to maintain. In this guide, well explore everything about the taper haircut. From what it is to how to style it, youll learn all you need to know. A taper haircut is when the hair gradually gets
shorter from top to bottom. The sides and back are cut shorter than the top. This creates a smooth, blended look. Its not a fade, but its similar. The difference is that the taper doesnt go as short at the bottom. There are different types of taper haircuts. Some people like it very short on the sides. Others prefer a longer taper. The choice is yours. Low
TaperThe low taper starts just above the ears. The hair gradually shortens as you go down. This is a subtle look. Mid TaperThe mid taper starts a little higher, around the temple area. It gives a more noticeable look. High TaperThe high taper starts at the upper part of the head. It gives a sharp, bold look. Skin TaperA skin taper is very short near the
sides and back. Its perfect for those who want a clean, edgy style. Each of these tapers can be customized to fit your style. You can choose how short or long you want the sides and back. Type of TaperStarting PointLookLow TaperAbove the earsSubtleMid TaperAround the templesBalancedHigh TaperUpper head areaSharp and boldSkin TaperVery
short sidesClean and edgy Getting a taper haircut is easy. Start by visiting your barber or stylist. They will first measure how much hair you want to keep on top. Then, they will trim the sides and back. The barber will blend the hair from top to bottom. Make sure to communicate the length you want for each part of your hair. If you want a low, mid, or
high taper, let your barber know. Show them a picture of the style you want. This will help them understand exactly what youre looking for. There are many benefits of getting a taper haircut. First, its low maintenance. You dont need to style it every day. Second, it looks great on almost everyone. A taper haircut suits different face shapes and hair
types. Whether you have straight or curly hair, a taper can work for you. A taper haircut also helps keep you cool in the summer. With shorter sides and back, its great for hot weather. Its also easy to manage if you have a busy lifestyle. Styling a taper haircut is simple. For a neat look, just comb the top. Use a little styling cream or gel if needed. If you
want a spiky look, apply some pomade to the top. Then, use your fingers to create spikes. For a more relaxed look, just comb it back and let it flow. The beauty of the taper haircut is that it doesnt require much styling. You can adjust it to your preference. A taper haircut works for everyone. Its great for both men and women. People with different hair
textures can enjoy this style. If you have curly hair, a taper can give you a sharp look. If you have straight hair, the taper can add volume. This haircut works well for both younger and older people. Its perfect for people who like a clean, neat look. Hair TypeBest Taper Styleldeal LengthStraight HairLow or Mid TaperShort or MediumCurly HairHigh or
Skin TaperMedium or ShortWavy HairLow or Mid TaperMedium Keeping your taper haircut looking fresh is easy. You need to trim it every few weeks. This helps maintain the clean lines. For the best results, go to your barber for a quick touch-up. If you want to keep the top longer, you dont have to cut it as often. But trimming the sides and back
every 2 to 3 weeks is important. Avoid choosing a taper haircut thats too short. Make sure the length suits your face shape. A good barber will help you choose the right style. Dont forget to communicate clearly. Show a picture to avoid misunderstandings. Sometimes, people ask for a taper but end up with a fade. Be clear with your barber about the
difference. Many people confuse a taper with a fade haircut. While they both involve shorter sides, there are differences. A fade starts with a very short cut and fades into the top. A taper, on the other hand, gradually gets shorter without fading all the way to the skin. Fades often go very short at the bottom. Tapers are more subtle and less extreme. A
taper haircut can last around 2 to 3 weeks before needing a trim. This depends on how fast your hair grows. If you have a skin taper, you may need to get a touch-up sooner. The good news is that you dont have to worry about styling it every day. Once you get the cut, its easy to maintain. 1. How often should I get a taper haircut?You should trim your
taper every 2-3 weeks to keep it fresh. 2. Can a taper haircut work with curly hair?Yes! Curly hair works well with a taper. A high or skin taper can make curly hair look sharp. 3. Whats the difference between a taper and a fade?A taper gradually shortens, while a fade goes very short at the bottom. The fade is more dramatic than the taper. 4. Is a
taper haircut easy to style?Yes, a taper haircut is easy to style. You can comb it, use gel, or leave it natural. 5. Can I get a taper haircut if I have wavy hair?Yes, wavy hair looks great with a taper. A low or mid taper is ideal for wavy hair. A taper haircut is versatile and easy to maintain. It suits people with all types of hair. Whether you have straight,
curly, or wavy hair, you can get a taper that works for you. The taper is a classic style that looks neat and fresh. Its a great choice if you want a clean look without much effort. Written by: Rick Attwood July 22, 2024 Time to read 17 min What Is A Low TaperA low taper haircut is a stylish and subtle way to add some neatness and structure to your hair.
In this cut, the hair gradually gets shorter as it moves down toward the neckline, starting at a point lower on the head compared to other taper styles. This creates a smooth, blended look thats not too dramatic but still sharp and clean.What Does A Low Taper Look Like? Pros and ConsPros:Versatile: Works well with various hairstyles.Subtle: Provides
a clean look without being too bold.Low Maintenance: Easier to maintain compared to higher tapers.Professional: Ideal for both casual and formal settings.Cons:Less Dramatic: Might not stand out as much as a high taper.Growth Visibility: Regrowth can become noticeable faster, requiring more frequent touch-ups.In the low taper vs high taper
debate, the low taper is your go-to for a more understated, adaptable, and easy-to-manage look. It's a great choice if you want something that's stylish yet doesn't demand too much attention.What Is AHigh Taper HaircutA high taper haircut is a bolder and more defined variation of the classic taper. In this style, the tapering effect starts higher up on
the head, around the temples or even higher. This creates a striking contrast between the longer hair on top and the shorter sides and back, resulting in a sharp, edgy look that stands out.What Does AHigh Taper Look Like? Pros and ConsPros:Bold Look: Creates a sharp and noticeable contrast.Modern Style: Perfect for contemporary and trendy
hairstyles.Versatility: Can be paired with a variety of top styles, from pompadours to faux hawks.Cool Factor: Adds an edgy and stylish vibe to your appearance.Cons:Higher Maintenance: Requires more frequent trips to the barber to maintain the crisp look.Not for Everyone: Might be too dramatic for some professional or conservative settings.Face
Shape Sensitivity: Can emphasize certain facial features more than others.When comparing thelow taper vs high taper, the high taper haircut is your choice for a modern, eye-catching style that demands attention. It's perfect for those who love to experiment with their look and aren't afraid to stand out.Low Tapervs High Taper: How To Choose The
Taper For You Personal StyleYour personal style plays a significant role in choosing the right taper.Classic and Subtle: If you prefer a timeless and understated look, a low taper is ideal. Its versatile and blends seamlessly with traditional styles.Bold and Modern: For those who love to make a statement and keep up with the latest trends, a high taper is
the way to go. It adds a sharp, edgy vibe to your appearance.Professional: A low taper is typically more suitable for professional settings, offering a neat and polished look without being too dramatic.Face ShapeYour face shape can help determine which taper style will enhance your features best.Round Faces: A low taper adds definition and
structure, making the face appear longer and more angular.Square Faces: Both low and high tapers work well, but a low taper can soften the strong jawline, while a high taper emphasizes it.Oval Faces: Lucky you! Both low and high tapers complement oval faces, giving you the freedom to choose based on your personal preference.Heart-shaped
Faces: A high taper adds width to the upper part of the face, balancing a narrower chin.Hair TypeYour hair type and texture also influence which taper style will look best.Straight Hair: A low taper highlights clean lines and looks smooth and polished. High tapers work well too, especially if youre aiming for a modern style.Wavy Hair: Both tapers
work well, but a low taper helps manage waves while keeping the look soft. A high taper showcases the natural texture beautifully.Curly Hair: A high taper can highlight curls on top while keeping the sides neat. A low taper offers a more gradual transition, making it easier to manage.Thick Hair: High tapers are great for thick hair, as they reduce
bulk and keep the style clean. Low tapers work well too, providing a more subtle reduction in volume.Lifestyle ConsiderationsYour lifestyle can greatly affect which taper style is more practical for you.Active Lifestyle: If youre always on the go, a low taper might be easier to maintain and manage between barber visits.Frequent Barber Visits: If you
enjoy regular trips to the barber and keeping your look fresh, a high taper is a great choice. It requires more upkeep but offers a striking appearance.Professional Environment: For a more conservative or professional setting, a low taper is generally more appropriate, offering a clean and subtle look.Creative and Trendy: If your lifestyle allows for
bold fashion choices, a high taper lets you experiment with edgy and trendy styles. How to Maintain Your Taper HaircutWhether youopt for a low taperor high taper, here are some easy and effective maintenance tips to ensure your style stays on point.Daily Care TipsMaintaining your taper haircut starts with daily care.Regular Washing: Keep your
scalp and hair clean by washing regularly with a gentle hair shampoo. This helps prevent buildup and keeps your hair healthy.Conditioning: Use a lightweight hair conditionerto keep your hair smooth and manageable, especially if you have a high taper with longer top hair.Styling: Take a few minutes each morning to style your hair. Use a quality hair
comb or brush to set your hair in place and maintain the neatness of the taper.Products to UseThe right products can make a huge difference in maintaining your taper haircut.Pomade: For a sleek and shiny finish, pomade works great. Its ideal for both low and high tapers, providing hold and shine without stiffness.Wax: If you prefer a matte finish,
hair wax is a good option. It offers strong hold and is perfect for defining the structure of your taper.Hair Gel: For a stronger hold, especially for high tapers, hair gel can keep your style in place all day.Leave-in Conditioner: Leave-in conditioner keeps your hair hydrated and manageable, reducing frizz and adding softness.Frequency of Barber
VisitsEven with at-home maintenance, regular barber visits are essential.Low Taper: Touch-up every 3-4 weeks to maintain the fade.High Taper: Maintenance every 2-3 weeks for sharp contrast and clean lines.By following these tips, you can ensure that your taper haircut stays stylish and fresh between barber visits.FAQs: Your Taper Questions,
Answered!Here, we answer some of the most common queries to help you decide between a low taper vs high taper.What's the Difference Between a Low Taper and a High Taper?The primary difference between a low taper vs high taper lies in where the taper begins and how dramatic the fade is:Low Taper:Start Point: Just above the ears, tapering
to the neckline.Appearance: Subtle, gradual fade; neat and stylish.Style: Understated and versatile.High Taper:Start Point: Around the temples or higher.Appearance: Dramatic, noticeable contrast.Style: Bold, edgy, and modern.What's Better: High or Low Taper?Deciding whether a high taper or low taper is better depends on several factors.Personal
Style:Classic and Professional: Low taper for a clean, versatile look.Trendy and Bold: High taper for a statement-making style.Face Shape:Round/Square Faces: Low taper for definition; high taper for a strong jawline.Oval/Heart-shaped Faces: Both work, high taper adds width.Hair Type:Straight/Wavy Hair: Low taper for smooth lines; high taper for
texture.Curly/Thick Hair: High taper for volume; low taper for a blended look.Lifestyle:Low Maintenance: Low taper for fewer barber visits.Regular Upkeep: High taper for a sharp, frequent look.Quick ComparisonFactorLow TaperHigh TaperStart PointJust above the earsAround the temples or higherAppearanceSubtle, gradual fadeDramatic,
noticeable contrastBest ForClassic, professionalBold, trendy, modernMaintenanceLess frequent visitsMore frequent touch-upsFace ShapeRound, squareOval, heart-shapedHair TypeStraight, wavyCurly, thickChoose based on your style, face shape, hair type, and lifestyle. Both tapers offer unique advantages for a stylish look.ConclusionChoosing the
right taper haircut, whether a low taper vs high taper, can significantly enhance your style and suit your lifestyle needs. Here are the key takeaways to help you make an informed decision:Low Taper:Subtle and Versatile: Offers a classic, professional appearance thats easy to style for any occasion.Low Maintenance: Requires less frequent trips to the
barber, making it a practical choice for those with a busy lifestyle.Best For: Complements round or square faces, and works well with straight or wavy hair.High Taper:Bold and Modern: Perfect for those who want a trendy, attention-grabbing look that stands out.Higher Maintenance: Needs regular touch-ups to maintain the sharp contrast and clean
lines.Best For: Enhances oval or heart-shaped faces, and is ideal for curly or thick hair.By considering your personal style, face shape, hair type, and lifestyle, you can choose between a low taper vs high taper to find the perfect haircut that not only enhances your appearance but also fits seamlessly into your routine. With these insights, you'll be well-
equipped to maintain your taper and keep looking sharp and stylish! Thinking about stepping up your style with a long Caesar haircut? Youre in the right place.Whether youve got strai... Read more High skin fade haircuts are the ultimate power move in 2025bold, clean, and built to stand out.This high-contrast s... Read more Mens textured fringe
haircuts are low-effort, high-reward.They add volume, shape, and edgewithout needing hours in... Read more Taper haircuts are a timeless style choice, known for their versatility and clean appearance. However, the taper isnt a one-size-fits-all concept. Depending on the placement of the taper and the degree of transition, you can choose from a low,
mid, or high taper haircut. Each variation has its own aesthetic and practical considerations, making it crucial to understand the differences to pick the one that best suits your style and lifestyle.Low Taper Haircut: Subtle EleganceThe low taper haircut begins the transition in length just above the ears and extends down to the neckline. This style
creates a gradual and subtle fade that is understated and polished.Best for Professional Settings: The low taper is ideal for individuals seeking a clean and sophisticated look suitable for business or formal environments. Its understated nature makes it versatile and timeless.Works with Various Styles: This taper pairs seamlessly with classic hairstyles
like side parts, comb-overs, and pompadours. The gentle gradient adds structure without overpowering the overall style.Maintenance: The longer lengths on the sides mean the low taper grows out gracefully, requiring less frequent trips to the barber.Mid Taper Haircut: Balanced VersatilityA mid taper haircut starts the transition around the temple
area, offering a balanced blend of subtlety and boldness. Its a perfect middle ground for those who want a bit more edge without going too dramatic.Best for Modern Looks: The mid taper is popular for its ability to complement contemporary hairstyles such as textured crops, faux hawks, and quiffs. It strikes a balance between casual and formal,
making it a versatile choice.Flattering for Most Face Shapes: By starting higher up on the head, the mid taper elongates the face and creates a slimming effect, making it suitable for a wide range of facial structures.Moderate Maintenance: This style requires occasional trims to maintain its crisp look, particularly if paired with intricate hairstyles.High
Taper Haircut: Bold and EdgyThe high taper haircut starts the transition closer to the crown of the head, creating a sharp and striking contrast between the longer top and the shorter sides and back. This bold variation is perfect for those who want to make a statement.Best for Trendsetters: The high taper is ideal for those who enjoy eye-catching,
contemporary hairstyles such as spiky looks, high pompadours, or buzz cuts. Its dramatic gradient ensures all the attention is on the top.Creates a Strong Contrast: The high taper emphasizes the top of the head, making it a great choice for individuals with thick or textured hair who want to highlight volume.Higher Maintenance: Due to the stark
contrast and shorter sides, the high taper requires more frequent touch-ups to keep its sharp, defined look.Choosing the Right Taper for YouSelecting the perfect taper depends on several factors, including your personal style, face shape, and lifestyle needs. Here are some tips to help you decide:Consider Your Daily Routine: If you prefer low-
maintenance styles, a low taper might be your best bet. For those willing to invest in regular trims, a high taper offers a bold, trendy option.Face Shape Matters: A low taper is ideal for softening rounder face shapes, while a high taper can add structure to square or angular faces. The mid taper works well with most face shapes due to its balanced
placement.Consult Your Barber: A professional barber can assess your hair type and facial features to recommend the taper style that will suit you best. Dont be afraid to ask for their input.ConclusionLow, mid, and high taper haircuts each bring their own unique flair to the table. Whether youre drawn to the subtle elegance of a low taper, the
balanced versatility of a mid-taper, or the bold edge of a high taper, understanding these differences allows you to make an informed decision. By choosing the taper that aligns with your style and lifestyle, you can achieve a polished look that enhances your overall appearance.Fades got popular in the late 2000s. And from what we've seen in our
stores, there's a trend moving towards the taper fade haircut (if not already dominating).And you know what? I'm not surprised. Being a more low-key, subtle look - it adds a touch of sophistication while keeping the freshness you get from a blurry AFfade.Here you'll learn the differences, and I'll provide as many photos to help you visualise things.Low
Taper HaircutSo as the name suggests - a low taper is... a lower taper.Depending on your head shape, it usually starts at the mid ear - of course this varies from person to person.In terms of looks, it's a more subtle and neat look which is great for professional settings or of course going out.The beauty of a low taper haircut lies in its versatility.
Whether you prefer rocking a slicked-back style or a messy, textured look, a low taper can delivers, big time.It's what I've been rocking recently.High Taper HaircutNow, let's talk about the high taper. This style starts tapering higher up the head, near the crown or top of ear. Because it's higher, you're get a larger area of blurriness.A high taper
haircut can be a game-changer for those with thick or curly hair, as it removes bulk and makes the hair easier to manage. It also adds height and structure to the face, making it a good choice for those with round or square face shapes.Just like the low taper, the high taper can be customized with different lengths and finishes. For a more conservative
look, opt for a subtle high taper with a longer top. For a trendier style, go for a sharp high taper with a short, textured top.Taper Fade vs FadeYou might be wondering, "What about taper fades and fades?" - good question.A fade is all about that smooth transition from short hair at the sides and back to longer hair at the top. It's a classic, clean look
that's always in style.If you're interested in learning more about these styles, check out our detailed article on Taper Fade vs Fade.Low Taper vs High Taper: Which One is Right for You?Choosing between a low taper and a high taper haircut ultimately comes down to your personal style and comfort level. If you prefer a subtle, understated look, a low
taper might be the way to go. If you're all about making a bold statement, a high taper could be your perfect match.Remember, the best haircut is one that makes you feel confident and comfortable. Don't be afraid to experiment with different styles and lengths until you find the one that suits you best.Frequently Asked QuestionsWhat is a mid taper
haircut?A mid taper haircut is a middle ground between a low and high taper. It starts tapering around the temple area, offering a balance between subtlety and boldness.What is a low taper fade?A low taper fade is a variation of the low taper haircut where the hair fades to skin level towards the neck and ears. It's a more dramatic take on the classic
low taper.What's the difference between a low taper and a high taper?The main difference lies in where the tapering begins. In a low taper, it starts around the ears and neck, while in a high taper, it starts near the crown of the head.Which pomade is best for a taper hairstyle?The choice of pomade depends on the finish you want. For a glossy,
slicked-back look, opt for a high-shine pomade. For a natural, textured finish, a matte pomade would be ideal. A conventional taper begins near the ears and slowly shortens. This permits for symmetry and is simple to control. The Length of Your Hair Low Taper VS High Taperlf youre considering a taper cut, its essential to dont forget the length of
your hair. A taper is a super alternative for anybody who wants to look fashionable however doesnt need to get their hair too quick. It can also be paired with other low taper vs high taper styles, including fades or comb overs, to create a more dramatic appearance.There are many specific types of taper cuts, including a low taper, mid fade, and
excessive fade. The mid fade is a famous desire as its a balanced reduce that works well with loads of hairstyles. Its also clean to maintain and appears fashionable on nearly all of us. The classic taper is some other choice this is much like a low taper, but its a little greater conservative. This style is high-quality for every body who desires to keep their
hair lengthy on top even as making it shorter across the sides and lower back.The difference among a low taper vs high taper and a fade is that a taper modifications your hairs duration steadily, at the same time as a fade unexpectedly reduces it all the way to the pores and skin. Both patterns are present day and may be paired with various hairstyles
to create a completely unique appearance. But which one is proper for you? To locate the answer, its pleasant to start through looking at pix of the specific cuts and determining which ones you want. Then, find a neighborhood barber and ask them to present you their opinion.Both fades and tapers are famous haircuts for guys because they look
appropriate on nearly anybody. Theyre additionally smooth to maintain, require much less preservation than different patterns, and provide a more subtle, understated look. If youre now not certain which one to pick, try each to see which one fits your style and persona.To set the taper on a form, low taper vs high taper select the layer and click on
the triangle to reveal its homes. You can adjust the values to trade the tapers intensity and make it greater or less sizeable. You can also change the stroke width to make it thicker or thinner. Once youre accomplished, click the stopwatch icon to add keyframes for each value.Your Hair Type Low Taper VS High TaperYour hairs texture is one of the
maximum critical factors when finding out among a taper and fade. It determines how without difficulty you may fashion your hair and the way frequently it desires to be reduce or maintained. Hair stylists allow you to understand your hair kind and what patterns will look nice with it. You can also ask for advice from buddies and circle of relatives
whove the equal hair texture as you. Once youve narrowed down your picks, seek advice from a professional barber to make certain you get the precise look you want.Taper haircuts provide versatility in low taper vs high taper styling and are perfect for both informal and formal appears. For a clean, professional appearance, try a conventional taper
with a aspect element or slicked returned fashion. For a greater informal appearance, use styling products to create a messy or messed up look. You also can test with distinct textures to peer what appears satisfactory for you.If you have got curly hair, a taper fade may be a incredible desire. It will lessen the quantity of your curls and lead them to
less difficult to manage. However, its important to discover a barber who has enjoy slicing and styling curly hair. Youll additionally need to invest in high-quality products with the intention to hold your curls searching wholesome and bouncy.The temple taper is every other option for wavy hair. Its a variation of the conventional taper that shortens
your hair a few inches above the ears. This style creates extra evaluation than a low taper and is ideal for thick or wavy hair. Its regularly paired with styles just like the modern-day comb over or quaff to add shape and peak in your hairstyle.The low taper vs high taper is a famous desire for guys with curly hair. Its a blend of the conventional and high
taper styles that gives a balanced, elegant appearance. Its best for people with medium-period or longer hair and pairs properly with a aspect component, current comb over, or pompadour.Your Face Shape Low Taper VS High Taperlts critical to determine your face shape before you decide which kind of taper will paintings high-quality for you. Its
now not an actual technological know-how, and you could even be a aggregate of two or extra specific face shapes, but itll help you narrow down your alternatives and pick the satisfactory style for you. You can find a few exclusive techniques to decide your face shape, but one whichs quite clean is to take a image of yourself instantly on, pull your hair
again, and hint your face with a flexible measuring tape.Once youve traced your face, low taper vs high taper you can examine the width of your jaw to the width of your cheekbones and spot what form youve got. If your face is longer than its far wide, you have got an oval face. If its a touch bit longer than its miles extensive, you have got an inverted
triangle face form. If your face is a little shorter than it is wide, you have a rectangular face shape.A heart-formed face has a wide forehead with a narrow chin and a widows height. The key to a flattering coronary heart-shaped face is to balance the width of the brow with fullness within the ears and under the eyes. If youve got a narrow chin, you may
upload fullness to the earlobes with the aid of carrying your hair with extent.Round faces are generally rounded low taper vs high taper with soft, curved contours and no sharp angles. If you have got a spherical face, your functions are nicely-balanced and you may put on maximum patterns. The downside to a round face is that it may appearance too
short, especially if you have lengthy hair. If you need to stability the duration of your face with a brief, textured pinnacle, consider a excessive taper.Wrapping It UpOval-fashioned faces are low taper vs high taper fairly proportional and symmetrical. They have a great quantity of width throughout the cheekbones and the chin is typically rounded. The
disadvantage of an oval face is that it can look a little too long, however you may avoid this by adding fullness inside the ears and underneath the eyes along with your coiffure. The taper haircut is a classic and versatile style that suits various face shapes and hair types. One of the most common questions people have is whether to go for a low taper
or a high taper. Understanding the difference between these two styles can help you choose the best look for your personal preference and lifestyle. In this guide, well explore the key differences between a low and high-taper haircut, along with visual cues to help you decide. A low taper haircut starts just above the ears and gradually fades down
towards the neckline. It offers a subtle transition, making it ideal for those who want a clean yet understated look. The fade begins just above the ears. Maintains more length on the sides. Blends smoothly into longer hair on top. Ideal for professional and casual settings.Those who prefer a more natural and conservative look. Men with round or oval
face shapes. Individuals who want a stylish yet low-maintenance haircut. A high taper haircut starts higher on the head, typically around the temples, and quickly fades down to the skin or shorter hair near the neckline. This creates a more striking contrast between the top and sides. The fade starts higher, closer to the temples. Creates a sharp
contrast between the top and sides. Provides a bold and edgy look. Suitable for modern and trendy styles.Those who want a more dramatic and defined haircut. Men with square or angular face shapes. Individuals who like high-contrast, modern styles. FeatureLow TaperHigh TaperFade StartJust above the ears Around the templesContrastSubtle,
gradual transition Sharp, bold transitionAppearanceConservative, polished Modern, edgyMaintenanceLow maintenanceRequires frequent touch-upsFace Shape SuitabilityOval, roundSquare, angular Choosing the right taper depends on your personal style, face shape, and maintenance preferences: Go for a Low Taper if you prefer a subtle,
professional look that blends seamlessly into your hairstyle. Opt for a High Taper if you like a sharp, modern cut that adds more contrast and definition to your hairstyle.Use pomade or wax to style the top for a sleek or textured finish. Keep the edges clean with regular trims to maintain the tapers sharpness. Experiment with different lengths on top
to complement the taper style. Consult your barber to find the best variation based on your hair type and personal style. Weve covered 10 teen boys trendy hairstyles for 2025! If you want to see whats trending this year, just click here and read the full guide to stay stylish. Both low and high taper haircuts offer unique benefits, allowing you to achieve
different styles depending on your preference. Whether you choose a subtle low taper or a bold high taper, understanding their differences ensures you get the best cut to suit your personality and lifestyle. Which taper style do you prefer? Let us know in the comments!
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