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Windows	could	not	connect	to	the	system	event	notification	service	service

Event	management	involves	applying	project	management	practices	to	designing,	planning	and	coordinating	special	occasions	such	as	parties,	fund	raisers,	sporting	activities	and	other	affairs.	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	event,	information	systems	(computer	software	typically	consisting	of	a	data	repository	and	user	interface	to	manipulate	the	data)
are	used	to	track	personnel	and	resources.	The	event	management	industry	has	grown	tremendously	in	the	last	50	years	as	events	are	no	longer	held	exclusively	in	big	cities.	Since	1949,	the	Convention	Liaison	Council	has	provided	tools	and	programs	for	industry	professionals.	Its	Accepted	Practices	Exchange	initiative	has	worked	towards
developing	relevant	standards	since	1997.	In	particular,	the	Technology	Advisory	Council	seeks	to	develop	standard	forms	and	protocols	for	event	management	information	systems.	By	ensuring	compatibility	between	systems,	these	standards	promote	efficiency.	Once	a	relatively	unregulated	profession,	event	management	is	now	even	a	field	of	study
at	universities,	which	offer	certificate	and	diploma	programs.	These	programs	provide	specialized	instruction	on	commonly	used	event	management	information	system	tasks	that	automate	many	planning	and	logistical	functions.	An	event	management	information	system	is	designed	to	facilitate	tracking	personnel	and	resources	required	for	running
events.	Typically,	its	primary	purpose	is	to	provide	scheduling	and	registration	support.	In	addition,	other	functions	enable	matching	personnel	requirements	to	event	staffing	availability.	The	system	also	tracks	costs	and	expenses.	After	the	event,	the	system	produces	reports	for	administrative	personnel.	Event	management	information	systems
enable	planners	to	utilize	processes	and	technology	to	coordinate	activities	that	result	in	a	well-run	event.	Utilizing	specialized	software	and	hardware	to	manipulate	information	and	data	using	specified	procedures,	event	management	information	systems	provide	event	managers	with	the	information	they	need	to	maintain	a	competitive	business
edge.	Event	management	information	systems	support	organizing	entertainment,	personal	or	corporate	activities.	Scalable	systems	allow	you	to	plan,	market	and	sell	your	event.	In	other	words,	no	matter	how	large	or	small	your	conference,	party	or	trade	show	is,	utilizing	an	event	management	information	system	will	help	you	plan	and	run	it.
Automating	the	registration	process	using	an	event	management	information	system	reduces	errors,	saving	time	and	money	as	well.	Managing	donations	online	increases	the	likelihood	of	contributions.	Mechanisms	for	producing	newsletters	and	other	online	communication	provide	a	lost-cost	(and	environmentally	friendly)	way	of	reaching	a	wide
audience,	increasing	participation.	In	general,	event	management	information	systems	allow	you	to	streamline	communications	and	reduce	your	operating	costs.	Use	your	databases	to	accurately	assess	your	audience	for	each	event.	Determine	appropriate	marketing	strategies	based	on	results	from	your	past	events.	Conduct	analyses	on	logistical
data	to	determine	areas	in	need	of	operational	improvement.	Today,	it	seems	like	you	get	notifications	for	almost	everything.	Whether	it’s	a	new	text	message	or	an	email	about	your	friends’	latest	social	media	posts,	the	notifications	never	stop.	But	if	you	need	to	get	work	done	on	Windows	10,	you	need	to	know	how	to	turn	those	distracting
notifications	off.	Keep	reading	to	learn	how	to	turn	off	notifications	so	that	you	can	buckle	down	and	focus.	You	can	always	reply	to	those	messages	and	notifications	during	your	next	break.	Turn	off	notifications	Step	1:	Open	the	Windows	Settings	menu	by	pressing	the	Windows	Key	+	I,	or	search	for	“settings”	in	the	Windows	Search	Bar	and	click	the
corresponding	result.	Make	sure	you	choose	System	in	the	Settings	menu.	Step	2:	Click	Notifications	&	Actions	in	the	left-hand	menu.	This	will	take	you	to	a	screen	providing	access	to	all	the	settings	related	to	notifications	and	the	Action	Center.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	3:	If	you	want	to	change	the	Quick	Actions	or	all	the	actions	that
appear	in	your	Action	Center,	you	can	click	Edit	Your	Quick	Actions.	This	will	open	a	side	panel	on	the	right	where	you	can	customize	the	different	alerts	that	show	up	here.	Most	of	the	panel	will	be	filled	with	recent	alerts	or	actions	that	you	took.	But	look	at	the	bottom,	and	you’ll	see	icons	for	different	“classes”	of	notifications.	Click	Expand	to	get
the	full	view.	You	can	click	the	little	Pin	symbols	for	each	type	of	notification	to	remove	them,	or	you	can	go	to	Add	at	the	bottom	to	add	in	more	notifications	until	it’s	only	what	you	want	to	see.	Then	click	Done.	Step	4:	Look	for	the	Notifications	subheading,	where	you	will	see	a	number	of	options	for	various	types	of	notifications.	The	following	is	a	list
of	the	settings	you	can	check	and	toggle	on	or	off	in	this	screen:	Get	Notifications	From	Apps	and	Other	Senders	Show	Notifications	on	the	Lock	Screen	Show	Reminders	and	Incoming	VoIP	Calls	on	the	Lock	Screen	Allow	Notifications	to	Play	Sounds	Show	Me	the	Windows	Welcome	Experience	After	Updates	and	Occasionally	When	I	Sign	In	to
Highlight	What’s	New	and	Suggested	Suggest	Ways	I	Can	Finish	Setting	Up	My	Device	to	Get	the	Most	Out	of	Windows	Get	Tips,	Tricks,	and	Suggestions	As	You	Use	Windows	Turn	them	off	as	you	need.	If	you	don’t	want	any,	just	make	sure	they	are	all	toggled	off	or	unchecked.	You’ll	need	to	install	the	particular	app	you	want	to	view	notifications	for
if	it’s	not	already	built	into	your	system,	and	you	can	receive	a	notification	first	before	an	app	will	show	up	in	the	list.	Temporarily	hide	notifications	If	you	want	to	hide	notifications	without	turning	them	off	entirely,	you	can	always	temporarily	mute	them	using	Focus	Assist.	Step	1:	Open	up	the	Action	Center	by	pressing	on	the	Notification	icon	on	the
far	right-hand	side	of	the	Windows	taskbar	(it	looks	like	a	little	dialogue	box)	or	by	pressing	the	Windows	key	+	A.	Step	2:	Click	on	the	Moon	icon	that’s	labeled	“Focus	Assist.”	The	icon	will	turn	blue	(or	whatever	your	chosen	desktop	accent	color	is)	when	on	and	shift	between	a	couple	of	different	modes.	First,	you	will	receive	Priority	Only	alerts,	and
the	second	mode	is	Alarms	Only	alerts.	Turn	it	to	whatever	works	for	your	current	project.	Step	3:	You	can	further	customize	Focus	Assist	by	adjusting	your	Automatic	Rules	for	it	in	your	Windows	Settings.	This	will	let	you	change	times	and	priority	levels	for	when	you	do	and	don’t	want	notifications	enabled,	be	it	during	a	more	specific	time	or	even
when	you’re	playing	a	game.	You	can	access	these	rules	by	going	to	the	Settings	app,	selecting	System,	and	then	selecting	Focus	Assist.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Permanently	mute	notifications	Is	it	the	notification	sound	that’s	primarily	annoying	to	you?	Thanks	to	a	late-2019	update	from	Microsoft,	you	can	turn	off	all	notification	sounds	on
Windows	so	everything	will	appear	silently	from	now	on.	To	turn	this	feature	on,	head	back	to	Settings,	go	to	System,	and	go	to	Notifications	&	Actions.	If	your	Windows	PC	is	fully	up	to	date,	you’ll	see	a	series	of	checkboxes	and	see	an	option	among	them	that	says	Allow	Notifications	to	Play	Sounds.	Simply	make	sure	this	box	is	unchecked,	and	your
notifications	won’t	make	any	noise	from	now	on.	You	can	return	to	having	alert	noises	whenever	you	want	by	checking	the	box	again.	How	to	dismiss	notifications	Notifications	are	a	phenomenal	tool	for	keeping	up	with	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	our	digital	lives.	However,	an	excess	of	notifications	—	especially	ones	you’ve	previously	seen	—	can	clutter
the	Action	Center	and	prevent	you	from	seeing	important	notifications	as	they	arrive.	To	dismiss	individual	notifications,	click	the	Action	Center	icon	located	on	the	right-hand	side	of	the	Windows	Taskbar	and	mouse	over	the	notification	that	you’d	like	to	dismiss.	Then,	click	the	X	button	directly	to	the	right	of	the	notification.	You	can	also	swipe	a
notification	to	the	right	to	dismiss	it	quickly	with	either	touch	or	by	clicking	and	dragging	with	the	mouse.	You	can	dismiss	all	of	the	notifications	for	a	given	app	by	clicking	on	the	X	button	to	the	right	of	the	app	group	listing.	You	can	also	click	Clear	All	Notifications	to	close	every	notification	for	all	apps.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	You	have	a	few
options	for	customizing	your	Windows	10	notifications.	You	can	set	banner	notifications,	which	are	alerts	that	pop-up	along	the	lower	right	corner	of	your	screen,	with	or	without	sounds.	If	you	find	pop-up	alerts	more	annoying	than	helpful,	you	can	opt	for	notifications	to	only	appear	in	the	Action	Center.	The	frequency	of	your	alerts	and	additional
options	will	vary	from	app	to	app.	You	can	modify	your	notifications	under	the	Notifications	&	Actions	tab	in	Settings.	Once	there,	scroll	until	you	see	the	Get	Notifications	From	These	Senders	section	and	tap	the	category.	Next,	you’ll	tap	on	the	name	of	any	app	you’d	like	to	change	settings	for.	An	advanced	notification	menu	will	appear.	Toggle	your
preferred	notifications,	like	sound	options	and	alert	style,	on	or	off	to	customize	your	alerts.	Here	are	the	types	of	settings	you	can	configure	for	most	app’s	notifications:	Turn	notifications	on	or	off.	Turn	notification	banners	—	the	boxes	that	show	up	for	each	notification	and	then	disappear	—	on	or	off.	Determine	whether	to	keep	notifications	private
on	the	lock	screen.	Turn	notifications	on	or	off	in	the	Action	Center.	Determine	whether	a	sound	plays	for	that	app’s	notifications.	Indicate	how	many	notifications	are	visible	in	the	Action	Center	before	the	drop-down	show	more	menu	appears	—	either	one,	three,	five,	10,	or	20	notifications.	Determine	the	priority	of	notifications,	allowing	an	app’s
notifications	to	show	up	on	top	of	other	less-important	app	notifications.	Editors'	Recommendations	Microsoft	may	not	have	officially	enabled	the	Notifications	Center	in	the	Windows	10	Technical	Preview,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	the	rumored	feature	won’t	eventually	show	up	at	some	point.	For	now,	an	intrepid	soul	who	goes	by	the	Twitter	handle
@adeyblue	tweeted	instructions	showing	the	world	how	to	turn	the	feature	on	yourself.	It’s	pretty	simple	to	pull	off,	and	works	whether	you	installed	the	32-bit	or	64-bit	version	of	the	Windows	10	Technical	Preview.	How	to	turn	on	the	Notifications	Center	in	the	Windows	10	Technical	Preview	First,	download	this	zip	file.	For	what	it’s	worth,	before
we	extracted	its	contents	onto	our	PC,	we	scanned	it	for	malware,	and	Malwarebytes	didn’t	find	anything.	To	be	extra	sure	that	this	was	all	safe,	we	re-scanned	the	extracted	folder	as	well.	Once	again,	Malwarebytes	didn’t	find	anything.	With	the	zip	file	extracted,	you	should	see	two	new	folders	in	the	location	you	extracted	them	to,	dubbed	“x64”	and
“x86.”	If	you	installed	the	32-bit	of	the	Tech	Preview,	you’ll	need	to	work	with	the	x86	folder.	If	you	installed	the	64-bit	version,	you’ll	be	messing	with	the	x64	folder.	When	you	open	either	folder,	you’ll	see	two	files.	Right-click	“notificationact.dll.”	Then,	open	your	C:	drive,	right	click	on	a	blank	part	of	it,	highlight	“New,”	and	left-click	to	create	a
folder,	which	you	should	name	“Stuff.”	Paste	notificationact.dll	into	the	Stuff	folder	on	your	C:	drive.	From	there,	all	you	have	to	do	is	double-click	on	“notification.exe,”	which	is	in	the	x64/x86	folder	(depending	on	which	you’re	using)	to	launch	the	Notifications	Center.	Once	you	do,	it	should	pop	up	in	the	lower	right-hand	corner	of	your	desktop,	like
it	does	in	the	image	at	the	top	of	this	page.	Our	impressions	so	far	So	far,	the	Notifications	Center	has	been	pretty	dormant	in	our	experience.	A	single	notification	for	a	Java	update	popped	up,	but	when	we	right-clicked	on	it	to	see	if	we’d	be	presented	with	a	list	of	options,	the	Notifications	Center	crashed.	A	“Clear	all”	button	also	shows	up	when	the
center	is	populated,	but	because	of	the	crash,	we	didn’t	get	to	use	it.	When	we	re-opened	the	center,	the	Java	notification	was	gone.	Hopefully	notifications	get	saved,	even	if	you	do	shut	the	center	down.	Keep	in	mind	that	if	you	give	this	a	shot,	your	mileage	may	vary.	Considering	that	this	hasn’t	been	officially	enabled	yet,	you	should	expect	to	run
into	bugs.	Also	of	note	is	the	fact	that	a	command	prompt	window	opens	up	when	you	open	the	Notifications	Center.	Closing	it	shuts	down	the	center,	so	you	need	to	keep	it	open	in	order	to	let	the	feature	run.	It	can	at	least	be	minimized	to	the	taskbar,	though.	The	command	prompt	window	seemingly	contains	instructions	on	how	to	re-position	the
Notifications	Center	to	take	residence	in	any	one	of	the	four	corners	of	your	desktop.	However,	nothing	happened	when	we	tried	to	execute	the	commands.	We	suspect	that	users	will	eventually	be	able	to	simply	drag	and	drop	the	center	around,	but	it	didn’t	let	us	do	that	when	we	tried.	Expect	more	hidden	features	to	surface	This	isn’t	the	first	hidden
Windows	10	feature	that	has	been	uncovered	since	the	Technical	Preview’s	release	last	week.	After	we	installed	it,	we	did	a	search	for	files	containing	the	phrase	“Cortana,”	which	is	the	name	of	Windows	Phone	8.1’s	virtual	assistant.	Doing	so	generated	a	bunch	of	hits,	which	strongly	suggests	that	Cortana	will	be	coming	to	Windows	10	at	some
point.	We	fully	expect	to	find	and	hear	of	more	uncovered	Windows	10	bits	between	now	and	the	operating	system’s	full	release	sometime	in	the	middle	of	2015.	Editors'	Recommendations	The	Growl	notification	system	is	something	that	will	be	familiar	to	Mac	users,	but	it	is	something	that	is	also	available	for	Windows.	It	is	an	incredibly	versatile	tool
that	can	be	used	to	monitor	system	and	program	notifications	in	a	variety	of	ways,	including	remotely.	Growl	can	be	used	in	conjunction	with	various	add-ons	to	field	notifications	for	web	sites,	applications	and	events.	There	is	a	range	of	plugins	available	that	can	be	used	to	add	support	for	a	number	of	different	applications	and	utilities.	The
notifications	that	are	generated	by	the	programs	you	use	are	useful	–	you	can	disable	any	that	are	not	–	but	Growl	gives	a	way	to	manage	them	all	from	the	same	place	and	also	establishes	a	more	uniform	look	for	messages.	Growl	For	Windows	Download	a	free	copy	of	Growl	for	Windows,	and	install	the	program.	Launch	the	application	and	allow	it
through	the	Windows	firewall.	Double	click	the	icon	in	the	notification	area	of	the	system	tray	and	tick	the	box	labelled	‘Automatically	start	Growl	at	login’	so	that	it	will	start	automatically	with	Windows.	There	are	some	applications	that	are	supported	by	Growl	straight	from	the	box,	but	there	are	other	for	which	a	plugin	is	required.	Pay	a	visit	to	the
application	compatibility	page	to	see	just	which	of	your	programs	can	make	use	of	Growl.	There	are	plenty	of	applications	for	which	Growl	can	be	a	great	help,	and	one	interesting	plugin	makes	it	possible	to	monitor	for	new	messages	in	your	Gmail	inbox.	If	you	have	more	than	one	account,	different	notifications	can	be	configured	for	each.	Download
the	Gmail	Growl	plugin,	run	through	the	installation	and	select	the	option	to	launch	it	when	this	is	done.		A	notification	will	appear	to	the	lower	right	of	the	desktop	when	Growl	detects	the	installation.	Double	click	the	system	tray	icon	and	enter	the	login	credentials	for	your	Gmail	account.	Use	the	Drop	down	menu	to	choose	which	type	of	mail	you’d
like	to	monitor	for	–	you	may	only	want	to	be	notified	of	important	emails,	for	instance	—	and	then	enter	a	label	that	should	be	used	as	identification	in	popups.	If	you	want	to	check	more	than	one	account,	or	you	would	like	to	receive	separate	notifications	for	other	types	of	email,	click	the	green		button	and	add	another	(or	the	same)	account	and
choose	the	settings	you	would	like	to	use.	Moving	to	the	Options	tab,	you	can	opt	to	have	the	plugin	star	automatically	with	Windows	and	specify	how	often	email	should	be	checked.	The	appearance	of	notifications	can	be	configured	in	the	main	Growl	for	Windows	program.	Head	to	the	Applications	section	and	select	Gmail	Growl	to	the	left.	Select	one
of	your	accounts	from	the	central	column,	and	then	to	the	right	use	the	Display	drop	down	menu	to	choose	how	notifications	should	look.	You	can	preview	how	the	different	styles	of	notifications	look	by	moving	to	the	Displays	tab.	There	are	a	few	built	in	options,	but	more	styles	can	be	downloaded	by	clicking	the	‘Find	&	install	additional	displays’	link
at	the	bottom	of	the	dialog.	Gmail	Growl	is	just	one	of	the	many	monitors	available	for	Growl	and	there	are	plenty	of	others	that	you	might	want	to	test	out	–	take	a	look	at	System	Monitor	for	instance.	Remote	Monitoring	Depending	on	the	monitors	you	have	installed,	you	may	want	to	view	notifications	remotely	rather	than	locally.	When	you	are	using
a	computer	on	the	same	network	as	one	you	have	configured	with	Growl	monitoring,	you	can	opt	to	have	the	notifications	pushed	to	the	second	machine.	Make	sure	you	have	the	app	installed	and	running	on	both	computers	and	head	to	the	Network	section	of	program.	You	can	enable	the	option	to	transfer	notifications	to	another	machine,	and	select
which	one,	here.	But	there	is	also	scope	for	using	Growl	in	conjunction	with	mobile	devices	–	which	is	useful	if	you	want	to	be	notified	when	a	lengthy	task	has	completed.	When	you	click	the	+	button	to	choose	a	device	to	forward	notifications	to,	you	can	select	to	use	Prowl	for	iOS	or	Toasty	for	Windows	Phone.	Android	users	need	not	feel	left	out	as
there	are	also	a	couple	more	options	for	phones	and	tablets.	Perhaps	the	most	versatile	is	NMA	(Notify	My	Android).	You’ll	also	need	to	download	the	Windows	plugin	for	NMA	but	you	can	then	use	the	Android	app	to	configure	which	notifications	you	are	interested	in	receiving.	Experiment	with	Growl	and	its	plugins	and	see	what	you	can	come	up
with.	There’s	great	potential	in	this	hugely	flexible	tool,	so	share	your	ideas	below.
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