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Hell	is	mentioned	numerous	times	in	the	New	Testament,	with	vivid	descriptions	of	its	nature	and	consequences.	According	to	Matthew	8:12,	children	of	the	kingdom	will	face	eternal	ruin	and	anguish	in	hell,	while	Revelation	14:11	describes	it	as	a	place	of	torment	where	smoke	rises	forever,	causing	no	relief	day	or	night.	The	Bible	paints	a	dark	and
scary	picture	of	hell,	with	God	warning	against	its	evil	and	emphasizing	the	importance	of	understanding	its	nature	as	Christians.	Can	we	truly	comprehend	what	hell	is	like?	The	New	Testament	reveals	that	no	earthly	experience	can	compare	to	the	pain	and	agony	in	hell,	making	it	difficult	for	humans	to	imagine	or	grasp.	Despite	the	challenges	of
understanding,	believers	must	acknowledge	that	hell	exists	and	is	a	place	of	final	judgment	and	punishment.	Jesus'	words	in	Luke	12:4-5	caution	against	fear	of	those	who	may	kill	our	bodies	but	also	warns	about	the	true	terror	of	hell.	In	contrast	to	the	misconception	that	Jesus	did	not	talk	about	hell,	the	Bible	reveals	that	He	discussed	it	more
frequently	than	heaven.	The	New	Testament	clarifies	that	hell	is	a	place	of	horror,	torment,	and	torture,	with	the	only	concern	being	the	intensity	of	the	pain.	As	Christians,	grasping	the	nature	of	hell	is	essential	to	understanding	God's	love	and	character.	Jesus	did	indeed	speak	about	love	and	compassion,	but	he	also	addressed	the	reality	of	hell.	As
Christians,	we	believe	in	an	eternal	realm	where	those	who	are	righteous	will	inherit	heaven	and	those	who	are	unrighteous	will	be	separated	from	Jesus.	According	to	Matthew	25:46,	this	separation	is	not	temporary,	but	rather	eternal.	Some	people	mistakenly	believe	that	God	sends	individuals	to	hell	because	he	is	unhappy	with	them.	However,	hell
is	a	place	of	suffering	filled	with	anguish,	not	a	result	of	God's	displeasure.	Those	who	reject	Christ	and	go	to	hell	do	so	because	of	their	own	choice,	not	due	to	God's	wrath.	Our	God	is	a	God	of	love,	and	through	baptism	and	embracing	Jesus	as	our	Savior,	we	can	avoid	eternal	damnation.	God	offers	us	salvation	and	forgiveness	for	our	sins,	which	is
his	will.	Unfortunately,	those	who	end	up	in	hell	are	cut	off	from	everything	good,	including	God's	presence,	and	are	left	with	no	hope.	Fortunately,	there	is	still	hope	with	God,	and	His	love	provides	a	way	for	all	of	us	to	be	saved.	The	following	references	are	listed	below,	highlighting	various	instances	where	hell	or	Gehennah	is	mentioned	in	different
biblical	passages.	References	include	Matthew	5:22,	29,	30,	10:28,	18:9,	and	23:15-33;	Mark	9:43-47;	Luke	12:5;	James	3:6;	and	several	other	New	Testament	references	detailing	instances	of	hell	or	Gehennah.	In	these	passages,	hell	is	often	depicted	as	a	place	of	torment	and	destruction	where	the	soul	can	be	destroyed.	It	is	contrasted	with	the
kingdom	of	God,	which	offers	life	and	salvation.	Gehennah	is	specifically	mentioned	in	Matthew	5:22	as	"the	hell	of	fire"	to	which	one	who	says	'You	fool!'	will	be	liable.	This	highlights	the	idea	that	Gehennah	is	a	place	of	fiery	torment.	The	references	also	emphasize	the	importance	of	avoiding	sin	and	living	a	virtuous	life,	lest	one	end	up	in	a	state	of
spiritual	destruction.	In	some	passages,	such	as	Matthew	11:23	and	Luke	10:15,	hell	or	Hades	is	mentioned	in	relation	to	Capernaum's	fate,	underscoring	the	idea	that	it	can	be	a	place	of	punishment	for	those	who	reject	God's	message.	The	concept	of	resurrection	is	also	touched	upon	in	several	references,	with	Acts	2:27	and	31	highlighting	David's
prophecy	about	the	Christ	not	being	abandoned	to	Hades	or	seeing	corruption.	This	emphasizes	the	Christian	belief	in	the	triumph	over	death	and	hell	through	Jesus'	resurrection.	In	Revelation	1:18	and	6:8,	Jesus	is	described	as	having	the	keys	of	Death	and	Hades,	symbolizing	his	power	over	both	physical	and	spiritual	realms.	Overall,	these
references	provide	insight	into	the	biblical	understanding	of	hell	or	Gehennah	as	a	place	of	torment	and	destruction,	while	also	highlighting	the	importance	of	living	a	virtuous	life	and	the	hope	of	resurrection	through	Jesus	Christ.	The	Bible	describes	hell	in	various	terms,	including	hades	and	sheol,	which	refer	to	the	realm	of	the	dead.	In	Revelation
20:13-14,	Death	and	Hades	are	given	authority	over	a	fourth	of	the	earth,	causing	death	through	war,	famine,	pestilence,	and	wild	beasts.	After	the	final	judgment,	Death	and	Hades	are	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire,	also	known	as	the	second	death.	This	is	in	line	with	2	Peter	2:4,	which	describes	God	casting	sinful	angels	into	Tartaros,	a	pit	of	darkness
reserved	for	judgment.	English	Bibles	use	the	word	"hell"	in	their	translations	to	varying	degrees,	with	the	KJV	using	it	23	times,	while	others	like	NKJV,	RSV,	and	NASB	use	it	13	times.	The	different	terms	used	in	the	Bible,	including	sheol,	hades,	gehenna,	the	lake	of	fire,	paradise,	and	Abraham's	bosom,	can	be	confusing	for	readers.	The	term
"paradise"	is	often	used	as	a	synonym	for	heaven,	as	seen	in	Jesus'	words	to	the	penitent	thief	on	the	cross.	However,	it	also	has	connotations	of	an	ideal	place	of	loveliness	and	delight.	Abraham's	bosom,	mentioned	only	once	in	the	Bible,	is	described	as	a	place	of	peace,	rest,	and	joy	after	death,	equivalent	to	paradise.	In	the	Hebrew	Scriptures,	sheol
refers	simply	to	"the	place	of	the	dead"	or	"the	place	of	departed	souls/spirits."	The	New	Testament	Greek	equivalent,	hades,	also	refers	to	the	realm	of	the	dead,	which	is	divided	into	a	place	of	blessing	and	a	place	of	torment.	The	concept	of	hell	in	the	Bible	is	complex,	with	various	terms	used	to	describe	different	aspects	of	the	afterlife.	The	souls	of
righteous	individuals	are	believed	to	enter	God's	presence	immediately	upon	death,	often	referred	to	as	heaven	or	paradise.	In	contrast,	the	Greek	word	gehenna	represents	hell,	derived	from	the	Hebrew	ge-hinnom,	a	cursed	valley	near	Jerusalem	where	human	sacrifice	occurred.	Jesus	referenced	Gehenna	as	a	symbol	of	judgment	after	death,	linking
it	to	prophecies	in	Jeremiah	and	Isaiah.	The	lake	of	fire,	mentioned	only	in	Revelation,	is	the	final	destination	for	those	who	reject	Christ,	characterized	by	eternal,	unspeakable	agony.	However,	faith	in	Christ	grants	eternal	life	with	God,	and	those	whose	names	are	written	in	the	Lamb's	book	of	life	should	have	no	fear	of	this	fate.	The	concept	of
Hades	refers	to	a	limited	region	within	the	spirit	world,	designated	as	either	a	place	of	punishment	or	reward.	The	Bible	describes	two	types	of	Hades:	one	as	a	realm	of	torment	and	anguish,	and	another	as	a	state	of	comfort,	often	referred	to	as	"Abraham's	bosom."	When	Jesus	died,	his	soul	was	in	this	latter	state,	but	would	ultimately	share	in	the
victory	over	death	at	the	resurrection.	The	apostle	Peter	wrote	that	God	cast	sinners,	including	angels,	down	to	Tartarus,	a	deep	and	dark	place.	This	term	is	derived	from	the	Greek	word	tartarosas	and	is	not	used	elsewhere	in	the	New	Testament.	Initially,	it	referred	to	a	deep	pit,	but	came	to	denote	the	region	of	the	wicked	dead.	In	2	Peter	2:4,
Tartarus	is	mentioned	as	the	abode	of	evil	angels	before	their	banishment	to	Gehenna.	However,	the	ancient	Greeks	applied	the	term	to	the	entire	region	of	Hades	where	the	wicked	were	punished.	The	phrase	"under	punishment"	in	this	verse	indicates	that	the	penalty	was	already	being	inflicted	when	the	apostle	wrote.	The	rich	man's	spirit	is	said	to
have	been	found	in	Tartarus	after	his	death	(Luke	16:23-24),	suggesting	it	may	be	a	specific	name	for	this	Hadean	realm.	Gehenna,	on	the	other	hand,	refers	to	the	final	and	eternal	abode	of	those	who	die	apart	from	God.	The	valley	of	Hinnom,	commonly	referred	to	as	Gehenna,	is	a	site	in	Jerusalem	associated	with	spiritual	suffering	and	judgment.
During	King	Josiah's	reformation,	this	area	was	deemed	an	abomination	due	to	its	connection	with	child	sacrifice	to	pagan	gods.	The	term	"Gehenna"	symbolizes	the	fate	that	awaits	those	who	have	rejected	God,	serving	as	a	warning	of	impending	doom.	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	emphasizes	the	importance	of	living	a	life	free	from	hypocrisy	and
using	the	tongue	in	a	way	that	honors	God.	He	warns	against	using	insults	or	speaking	with	malice,	saying	it's	better	to	lose	a	part	of	one's	body	than	to	suffer	eternal	damnation.	Jesus	also	condemns	those	who	use	their	power	for	selfish	gain,	comparing	them	to	serpents	and	offspring	of	vipers.	The	book	of	James	reinforces	this	idea,	stating	that	the
tongue	can	be	set	on	fire	by	hell,	suggesting	that	our	words	have	the	power	to	either	destroy	or	build	up	others.	The	nature	of	Gehenna	is	complex,	involving	both	physical	resurrection	and	spiritual	judgment,	where	both	body	and	soul	will	be	held	accountable	for	one's	actions.	The	torment	of	Gehenna	involves	a	state	of	conscious	awareness,	making	it
unlikely	to	believe	in	annihilation	for	the	wicked.	The	term	"destroy"	in	Matthew	10:28	is	better	translated	as	"devote	or	give	over	to	eternal	misery,"	suggesting	ruin	rather	than	extinction.	The	use	of	expressions	like	"unquenchable	fire"	and	"eternal	punishment"	implies	a	place	where	the	damned	will	be	tormented	with	the	fire	of	Gehenna,	leaving	no
doubt	about	their	awareness.	The	duration	and	nature	of	punishment,	as	described	by	Jesus	in	Matthew	25:46,	are	subjects	of	debate	among	scholars.	The	Greek	term	"kolasin	aionion,"	used	to	describe	the	punishment,	is	also	employed	to	express	the	duration	of	eternal	life	(zoen	aionion).	Adam	Clarke's	discussion	on	this	topic	highlights	the
grammatical	significance	of	the	word	"aion"	in	its	proper	sense,	denoting	continued	being	or	existence.	The	text	suggests	that	those	who	go	into	punishment	will	continue	to	exist,	as	ceasing	to	be	implies	an	end	to	suffering.	Jesus'	descriptions	of	hell	are	vivid	and	emphasize	its	intensity:	a	place	of	outer	darkness	where	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth
occur	(Matt.	8:12),	a	fiery	furnace	where	law-breakers	are	thrown	at	the	end	of	the	age	(Matt.	13:41–42),	and	eternal	fire	prepared	for	Satan	and	his	angels	(Matt.	25:41).	The	contrast	between	"eternal	punishment"	and	"eternal	life"	in	Matthew	25:46	highlights	the	tragedy	of	loss	as	well	as	suffering	and	endlessness.	Jesus'	emphasis	on	hell's	nature	is
crucial,	as	it	is	often	misunderstood	as	a	mere	natural	consequence	of	bad	choices.	Some	argue	that	people	send	themselves	to	hell	through	their	actions,	but	this	perspective	diminishes	God's	role	in	retribution.	The	Bible	portrays	wrath	as	an	essential	aspect	of	understanding	what	Jesus	meant	by	hell,	underscoring	the	significance	of	rejecting	God
and	his	consequences.	Clarke	argues	against	theories	suggesting	the	wicked	will	be	annihilated,	citing	biblical	evidence	that	supports	the	existence	and	suffering	of	those	in	punishment.	He	emphasizes	that	any	theory	undermining	the	full	consequences	of	rebelling	against	God	has	to	be	considered	dangerous,	as	it	trivializes	divine	retribution.	Jesus'
repeated	references	to	hell	as	a	place	of	eternal	misery	serve	as	a	warning,	underscoring	the	importance	of	understanding	its	true	nature.	Jesus'	teachings	on	hell	are	often	misunderstood	as	merely	a	natural	consequence	of	bad	habits,	but	he	emphasizes	that	it's	actually	the	penalty	for	God's	wrath.	He	uses	examples	such	as	a	master	returning
unexpectedly	to	punish	his	disobedient	servant,	highlighting	legitimate	holy	rage	followed	by	punishment.	Jesus	also	told	stories	about	a	nobleman	who	was	rejected	and	subsequently	punished	those	who	refused	his	kingship.	The	fear	he	commands	is	not	of	hell	itself	but	of	God	as	a	holy	judge	who	sentences	guilty	sinners	to	hell.	However,	this	is
balanced	by	Jesus'	reassurance	that	He	values	His	followers	more	than	sparrows	and	that	even	the	smallest	details	are	under	His	care.	God’s	Fatherly	Care	and	Fear	of	Him	Jesus	taught	that	our	Heavenly	Father	cares	for	us	like	a	loving	father,	providing	everything	we	need.	We	should	have	peace	in	knowing	our	Father	knows	our	smallest	needs	and
is	always	there	to	provide.	God	is	all-providing	and	feeds	the	birds	in	the	air	without	them	doing	anything.	Therefore,	we	don’t	need	to	worry	about	what	we	eat,	drink,	or	wear.	Jesus	also	taught	that	we	must	fear	God,	but	not	in	a	way	that	means	being	afraid	of	him.	Rather,	it’s	about	having	reverence	for	his	power	and	wisdom.	However,	there	is	also
a	real	fear	of	God	that	can	coexist	with	peace	and	trust	in	him.	The	key	is	that	God	removes	his	wrath	from	us	when	he	sees	that	we	trust	him.	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	to	take	away	our	sins	and	provide	eternal	life.	He	said	that	if	we	believe	in	him,	we	have	everlasting	fellowship	with	God	and	are	no	longer	under	God’s	wrath.	So,	what	should	we	fear?
The	answer	is	unbelief.	God	uses	the	fear	of	not	believing	in	Jesus	as	a	means	to	keep	us	trusting	in	him.	Jesus	came	to	give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	many,	and	now	that	work	is	done.	He	says	that	everyone	who	believes	has	everlasting	fellowship	with	God	and	is	fully	assured	that	the	wrath	of	the	Judge	is	gone.	God's	Fear	Gives	Us	Freedom	Constant
fear	can	be	overwhelming,	but	it's	because	we	believe	in	God's	all-sufficient	work	and	sovereign	care	that	we	don't	have	to	face	it	alone.	When	we're	not	sure	what	to	do,	God	reminds	us	of	his	love	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	giving	us	courage	to	trust	him.	A	story	about	my	son	Karsten	illustrates	this.	When	we	visited	our	neighbor	with	a	big	dog,	I	was
afraid	for	my	son's	safety,	but	the	owner	reassured	me	that	the	dog	was	harmless	and	loved	children.	As	long	as	Karsten	stayed	calm,	the	dog	wouldn't	harm	him.	God	is	like	this	dog	-	he's	loving	and	kind,	but	if	you	run	away	from	him,	he'll	get	angry.	In	Luke	19:27,	Jesus	says	that	those	who	reject	his	reign	will	be	slaughtered	before	him.	Fearing	God
means	fearing	the	consequences	of	running	away	from	his	mercy,	love,	and	provision.	Sin	is	a	serious	issue	because	it's	against	God's	infinite	worth	and	dignity.	When	we	sin,	we	not	only	dishonor	God	but	also	betray	our	own	humanity.	This	is	why	Jesus'	words	about	hell	are	so	intense	-	they're	a	reminder	that	sin	is	an	outrage	against	the	infinite
dignity	of	God.	But	this	same	fear	can	give	us	freedom	to	live	for	God.	By	acknowledging	the	seriousness	of	sin	and	trusting	in	God's	love,	we	can	break	free	from	its	hold	and	find	joy	and	peace.	Jesus	warns	us	of	eternal	judgment	as	a	merciful	act,	not	to	instill	fear	but	to	prompt	us	towards	salvation.	His	warning	awakens	our	awareness	of	our
desperate	need	for	redemption	and	points	us	to	the	all-sufficient	Savior,	Jesus	Christ.	Let	this	understanding	guide	you	to	entrust	yourself	to	Him,	who	promises	that	it's	God's	good	pleasure	to	grant	eternal	life	to	those	who	believe	in	Him	(Luke	12:32).
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